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CONNECTICUT 

TOWN-OFFICER; 

IN THREE PARTS. 

*■ 

* . COMTAllflVG im 

THE POWEAS AVD DUTIES OJT ^WSS^ AS SET VOEtE IIT 

THE STATVTSE OV COVEECTIGVT| VBICX 
. * / ' AES «SCITB0« 

# 

FART H. 

TBE POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE UTEEAX* 9l0jrjr 
. . QFei€BMSy yfVm A TAEIETT OF VOMKS 
FOE TBE USE SUCH 
orJtCEES. 

' PARr TIT, 

TBE POWERS AN0 DUTJ£S OF MMLIGIOUS AEO F^JTOOE 

saciMrisSf ano thbie sbteeal aeo 

. EE8PECTITE OTFICBEBi WITH ^ 
SUITABLE rOI|MS. 



BIT SAMU£L WHITINGi ESQ* 



OANBURT: 

PRHITED^BX EATHANIBI. L. SKIEMEE. 
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I^I^TRICT of C0NN£CTICUT« s« : 



^ BE it R€memb€rcd,That on the siiteenth day of September. 
*xx* States of America, Samukl. Whiting, of the &aid DisUicc, 



, _ w. »W 1 1 1 ^'^Z - p 

in the thirty-eighth year of the Independeoee of the United 



h2Xb^ deposited in this office the title of a Book the right whereof he 
cWmt It Aotbof, IB the words fottowiogi to wit : 

•>Tiie tMttecMtt YM»Cite ittet 'i^am, tistaiiuiig in 
•*Pirti.»«»TlieMWcrMl^i9^ TowiH^ MietfSiirch in the 
Sutnteii whioi ere recited. Piit ii#-»The pewen md dn* 
^ ties of the eevenl Town Ofiaeripwiili e wiety of fonat for 
^ the use of luch Officers. Part iii^Thc powers and daCiee 
^^WiC^figioosiuia Schobi Sddtftfei, *eiAl teir let^ sndTes- 
« pectite Offlcern ^IMi MMe <ttMs. tsmvEU Wu- 

• TlllOt S*^** - 

Id conformity to the act of th^^ngteiSoC the United States, en« 
titled An Act for the CDCouragement of Learnrng, by securing 
" the copies of Maps, Charts, and Books, to the Authors and Pro- 
^ fllStili Of *Hick-ilgfcg| XhHiiii -the times therein m^ntto&sd.** 

HENRY W. EDWARDS, 
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RECOMMENDATION. 



TO THE PUBLIC. 

■ 

A compilation! entitled "Thk Connecticut Town. 
Officer,*' hj Samuel Wbitinf^, Esq. bfti been aubmilted 
to tbe peniaal «nd iotpectioTi of tbe tubscriberi. 

A well executed publication in the nature of a guide and 
assistant to the several town and society ofBccrs, in the * 
^ discharge of their respective duties, wherein the several 
laws under which those duties arise, wheiher they relate 
to the powers and duties of towns and societies) as corpo- 
rattoQS) or those of the individual officers who are the im- 
mediate ngentsi are {daeed In a aottnected ,vie^ voder a 
perspicuous arrangement, would, in our opinioni be par* 
ticulariy and iiighly useful to the public. 

By bringing into one view the several laws applicable 
to any particular subject or duty, and also the several ' 
subjects rad dtttiea |o which any particular office hath 
relation and combming with that view the directions 
and forms> which the details of the office may requirci 
placed in alphabetical arrangement, the labours of the 
officer will be rendered comparatively easy, a more punc- 
tual observance of the laws secured, and correctness and 1 
perspicuity in the proceedings greatly promoted. The 
compilation above mentioned, the professed object of 
which is to supply the puUic with an aid of the foregmng 
description, appears to us to be so far calculated to answer 
the valuable end proposed, that we are induced to express 
our approbation of the same, and to recommend it to the 
attention and patronage of the public. 

ELIZUR GOODRCH, 
ASA CHAPMAN, 
SAMUEL B« SU£RWOOP. 

0 
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PREFACE. 



IN a government so highly republican as tiiat ot 
CoiiBeeiiciiti in wbidi the people, in their primary capa- 
€ity» sustain bo large a share in the admtaistratioD of tbe 
Iftwi, it becomes necessary tkat they be fiirfltshed vitii 

correct means of information and direction to which they 
can at all times, and on all occasions, conveniently resort ; 
and that the aids thus furnished, while they are of easy 
and cheap access^ shonld be plain and inteUigible to all ca« 
pacities. 

Laws passed from sessfon to sessloii of tho l^gklatare, 
n they relate to any particolOT aubjeetf necessarily dlllbse 

themselves into a great variety of titles, chapters and sec- 
tions, and there arc not wanting instances in our statute 
book in which provisions, and those connected with the 
duties above alluded to, are with great difficulty to be tra- 
ced) even in the present greatly improfved arrangement of 
the lawsi by anjr perticoiari imme^atoy aad obvkm affinW 
ty, or connectioii between the subjecti aad tbe title imder 

l?hieh they are to be found 

The edition of the Statiig^aws, with its very copious kt- 
dex, published by Hudson a7id (ioodwin in 1808, and which 
is distributed in the several towns in the state, does in* 
dteed furnish a valuable guide to the Town-Officer ; but 
considering the magnitude of that workf wher^ k bs^ 
comes difReolt) without great expenee, to make itef safi* 
ciently extensive and easy access ; that as comprized in 
the great body of the laws, the several duties of the same 
office, are frequently dispersed into a variety of titles, so 
as to embarrass the incKperienced enquirer \ and that 
from the indispeosihle brevity of legislative phfaseologf) 
the detMls of mfny of Ibe datles enjoinedi smd the ten« 
strnction of many forms necessary to be used) are left to 
the discretion of the officer, who may not always be able 
to supply them correctly ; it is presumed that tlie expe- 
diency of a work like the one now offered} if properly ^Xe« 
cutcdi will be acknowledged* 
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The con^plierts avare that a publicaticm entitlecl^^ Tlie 
Civil and JE^cecutive Officer^a Asaistanty'' cmbracea aome 
of Ibe objecta contemplated In thta undertaking ; but as 

the duties of the Town-Oflker are there noticed only as 
they may be connected with, or stand in relation to, those 
oftlie Civil Officer, it necessarily fall* very far short of 
the claims of the IbrmerdiscriptiQD of public oflKcera. ' 

So far as the following work relatea to the powera and 
duties of Soeictiea and their oflicer% it is believed that k is 
the only publication extant which furnishes any assist- 
ance to that class of public functionaries^ other than the 
>>tatutes themselves. The subject of Schools, under 
tiie existing regulations in tl^s state^ embraced by tiua 
part of the work, is certainly a ver^ important and inter- 
esting one ; and it is hoped that what is offered upon that 
iiead, win prove particularly acceptable* 

It is presumed that the arrangement of the several 
parts and subjects will be found so natural and plain as to 
need little explanation : In Part i. the laws relating to 
TowKs, as such, are recited as they relate to each subject} 
alphabetically ; the left hand page being headed with the 
generali and the right-hand with the particular aubject. 
In Part ii. the Officers of towns are arranged in the order 
in which they stand in the Statute ftr their appointment. 
The subjects to which their respective offices relate are 
given alphabetically, and the statutes either recited under 
each subje<;ty or reierred to in Part i. 1 he left-hand 
page is headed vnth the Officer whose duties are defined ; 
and the nght-hand with the partieular subject under con* 
ttderatibn. 

The references to the Statutes of Connecticut, passed 
prior to October 1808, are to the edition before mention- 
ed, which is disiinguisiicd a? Book i. In citing those 
whi(:b have been passed since that periodi ao £ir as they 
liad come to hand published in a form of regular succea*' 
irioii) by pagesi as derigned for a second volumei the re* ' 
^enees are made to that publication^ as Book it* 
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Connecticut Town^Officer, 



JFART I. 



THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF TOWNS, 

TOWNS9 as they exist in New-England| arc a spe- 
cies of comonsnUtes m some meMnre pecQtfar to that 
portion of eoQUtry. They are corporations created by 
' the legislature, uniting for the management of their com- 

mon concerns and interests, all the inhaliitanls residing 
Mrithin certaia local limitSi defined in the act of incorpo- 
ration.* 

The following abstract from the statutes relating to 
towusf and their powers, privileges) and duties, with the 
" occasiooal remarks whien are interspersed* trill afford a 
'€onicise Yievr of the subject now under qjgnsideration. 

An act relating to Tovns and Tawn^Officers. 

§ 1. Be h' enacted^ btc. That the settled and approved 

inluibitants of every town in this state, qualuicd, und hav- 
ing estate as is hereafter in this acl provided, shall ha%*e 
power to make such orders, rules and constitutions, as 
may concern the welfare of their town. Frmfisf/tdt they 
^ be not of a criminal, but of a prudential nature ; and that 
tiieir penalties exceed not three doUars and thirty-fowr ceni* 
for «one q^ence ; and that they be not repugnant to the 
lawfi and orders of this state, 

' § 2» And i^ny inhabitant shaU n^l^lect or refuse to ob- 

* See a coBe cited in reiatim to corfioraticn$f widisr the 
hcta ef MBUGiws ^SoentJSs^ Pari tUi 

• ■ • 
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(faxt J. 



serve, or shall any way transgress the same, the penal- 
ties appoinltd may be levied by difttressi granted by an 
assistant or jusiice of the peace* 

$ 3. That the said aettled and approved inhaUtantSi 
qualified as aforesaid, in each respective lowOf shall some 
time in the month of IMvemberj as altcred^or^ Dcctni' 
bery <annually meet and convene together, upon notice 
given by the selectmen oT each town, or such others as 
they shaii appoint ior that purpose i and being met, shall 
choose a conveni^^nt numbtr, not exceeding 'seven, of . 
their mhabttanlat aUe, discreet, and ofgood conversation, 
to be Seketmen, or Townsmen, to take care of and order 
the prudential anvil s of iheir town : And also nominate 
and choose a Tovvn-ckrk, or Register (who shall enter and 
record all town votes, orders, grants, and divisions of 
lands made by such town, and all other matters and thinga 
which by law are, or shall be ordered to be entered and 
recorded in bis office) also a Town^Treaaurer, Constablesi 
Surveyors of highways, Fence-viewers^ listers, such 
number as they shall judge convenient, Collectors of 
rates. Leather-sealers, Grand- jurors, Ty thing-men, I lay- 
wards, Chimney-viewers, Gaugers, Packers, Sealers ol 
weights and measures, Key^keepersi and otiier ordinary 
town ofiicers. 

§ 4. And the Selectmen of each town shall forthwith 

after such cboice, see that all those ofRcers of whom and 
oath is by law required, be summoned and sworn to the 
faithful discharge of their respective offices and trusts. 

-§ 5. And all votes, acts and orders in such town-meet- 
ing, shall be made by the .major part of the qualified 
Vetera present in auich meeting ; and being so made shall 
be deemed the volet Mt tfr order of the whole. 

$ ^. That every person and persons, being duly chosen 
as aforesaid, to serve in any of the offices aforesaid, who 
shall refuse to serve therein, and to tidke the oath (if any 
by law be required) to that office belonging, ii he be able 
in pemon hs eMCUle Ibe same, ahall pay the s^ tid^e 
doUoTB lo the treasurer of the lown where be or tliejr be-> 
long ; except such ferson or persona ahafl make it ap- 
pear that he or they is or are oppressed by such choice, 
and that others are unjustly exempted. Anj one aa»st* 

aDt4>r justice to bear and determine the same* 
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§ 7, And every such officer, duly chosen by any towrii 
as aforesaid, having accepted (or not declared his refusal 
. to accept) the oHice he is dioaen to, and shall neglect the 
, perfermaoce of the. trust cpminitted to himi and being 
i thereof dolf convicted before toy one aseistant or jastice 
! of the peace, shall be fined according to the demerit of 
the cause, not exceeding two dollars and JiJ(y cents for 
r one cITence. 

§ 8. yJnd whereas often-timea sojoumeraj inmates^ young 
and other unqualrJUd persons presume to deaif vote^ and 
intermeddle vfith the fiubSc affaim of the tovm% where they 
irve^ and thereby dUturh and intereeftt the regular firoeeed* 
inge in town meetings ; whkh to firiervent 

Be it further enacted^ That no p'jrson thai is not a law- 
ful inhabitant, a house -holder, and that hath not u freehold 
'tstate rated in the common list at nine dollars^ or person* 
al estate in the said list at one hundred and thirtyxfour dol* 
• tare, besides his person, and that is not of the age ^twen« 
ty one years,* shall be a}k>wed to f otei act| deal, or in* 
( termeddle In any town nieetirrg fai Ihe choice of officers, 
granting of votes, or any olher town alTairs ; and if any 
person or persons, not qualified as aforesnid, shall pre* 
sume to vote, act, deal, or intermeddle as aforesaid, con- 
trary to this act, every such ofiTender shall ta^k the soiu 
two ffoUar^^ and Ji/tij cents for every such offencci to be 
vied ^ distress and sale of the offender's goods* 
Prtwided always^ That no freeman of this state shall 
by this act be debarred or hindered from voting in any 
town meeting of that town whereto he belong, any thing 
contained in this act notwithstanding*. 

^9* Be it Jurther enacted^ That when there are any 
precincts or peculiars) ao called) they aitall in all reapacta 
whatsoever, which have reference lo state, ministers, or 
other rates, be in the same circnmstmces, and liable to 
Hke assessments, and under the power of the same offi- 
cers which the towns are, where said peculiars are by law 
I ordered to be rated. 

§ 10. And be it further enacted^ That the tovviMlerka 
for the time beidg be, and they*«are hereby fully author- 
ized and empowered, in ancb towns wherein thert is no 

' • See an additional statute cited at the close ^ thU» 
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nmtftiu or justice of the petce resident, from lime to 
timei to iKlmiiiiater the oatbt tbtl by law are pmtidcfl 
RMTChaCendt unto the f c sp ccti T e officers of suclitownsi 
that by l»w ought lo be aworato t&e faithftil discharge of 

their said cfFiccs. 

§ 11. And that town-clerks hetng^ chosen and once 
sworn, shall oontinue in their office uoiii other peraoos 
are chosen and sworn in their room. 

$ 13. And thaC upon the refttsal^ deatbi or remoivai of 
mf towD«cleffL| or other ordmaty town^officer in any 
town in this state, such town may assemble together aud 
choose a new, to fill up such vacant place* 

{§ 13. and 14 relate exclusively to the duty of io%vi> 
cUrk^ £ which ^cc. ^atutes Book i.fiage 649« 

An act in addition to» and in esplanation of an act| emi* 
tied, ^ An act rela^ig to Towns and Town'OScera*'* 

JBeU enactedi Vc. That no poracm shall be pemil* 
ted to TotE in angF towa mating^ until be ahaU have acUi* 
idly resided in the town in which such naeeting ahaU be 

held, one year at least. And no person shall bepei nii 
ted to vote on the ground o£ any real estate which aiu^4 
be subject al the time to a mortgage. 
. ^ 2. Be it furtlwr emctedf That if any person or poC' 
sons abaU vo(e> act> dealt or intecnneddle in any towo af- 
lairsi contrary to Uiis act| or the act to which this ia lMd< 
dition, he Anil forfeit and pay the sum .of Mtuentem 4ol» 
lars, to be recover d by bill» plaint, or infermalion in any 
court proper to try the same. And it shall be the duty 
of the state attornies in the several counties to prosecute 
all breaches of this act, and the act to which this is in ad* 
ditioiiy wbicb abaU be cognizable by the county court, 

PauedMay Se^moOf 18 IS* 

■ 

BOUNpS, 

An act for ascertaining the Bounds of towns» and the 

lands of particular persons. 

^l. Be it enactedf Ci'c. That every town in this state 
shall procure their bounda to be set out i which shall be 
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done bf racb imtks^nd botmdRries as may be tidaia 
direction for the future ; wbich marka and bou&dariea 

ahall be a great heap of stones, or a ditch six feet long, 
and two feet and a half wide, of ordinary depth, at every 
corner of the township ; and in the lines drawn, or run^ 
rang from corner to corner^ one such xnaok at Jeas^ ill 
mry eighty rods. 

$ 3. And when their bounds ane careiMIf ael .out la 
aforesaid, two or more persons shall by the aelectmen of 
each town be appointed to renew the bounds between their 
towns at least once in every year, {Remark. By a audse^ 
guent statute thu ia regtnred but once in three year^J either 
in^tbe month of Marc/i, Jipril^ October^ or JVorvcmber^ upon 
penalty of yaurleen dollars forfeiture* to be ineurred by 
jBTery town who shall neglect the. same ; the one half cf 
^rhfch forfeiture -shall be to tho'iiae of tiie aei|;bbov»ing 
town with whom they do refuse or neglect to join in pe- 
i^mbulatlon, or renewing the marks i and the other half 
to the county treasury. 

$ 3. And the selectmen of the most ancient town are 
to give notice to the selectmen of the next adjacent towns 
of the time and place of their meeting for such perambu* 
lation, aix days before hand. 

$ 4. And the persons appointed for such perambu- 
lation shall go in their several quarters, by order of the 
aelectmen, at the charge of the respective towns which 
^end them. Pr<nnded^ all breaches of this act be com- 
ptained of and .prosecuted at the next county court io 
that county* 



BRIDGES. 

An act relating to Bridges. 

,$ 1 . ip enaeiedf iifc. That the inhabttanu of the sev- 
eral towna in this state, shall roakey builds keep and main- 
tain in good and sufficient repair, all the needful high- 
ways and bridges within their rcspcciive townships, un- 
less it belongs to any particular person or^persoos to 
maintain such briclge in aqy particular case. 
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§ 2. And vli.n it is necessary lo jtuIc] u bridge acrosi 
any river wiiich is the bouuUary, or dividing line betweel 
any towns, it shall be the duty of the inhabitants of sucl 
towns to build and keep in good repair^ all such bridges] 
and each town shall pay an equal part of the ezpence J 
building and repairing the same, 1 

$ 3 And if it shall so happen at any time that an 
person shall lose his life through iLt defect or insufficien 
cy of any bridge or highway in any township in this state 
in passing over any such bridge or highway, after du^ 
iraming given unto any of the selectmen of the town ill 
which such defective bridge or highway is, or to the per 
son who ought to maintain the samei in writing, undej 
the hand of two witnesses, or a presentment made lo iht 
county court of the county in which such town is, ol 
biich defective ways or bridges, then the town» or ^r* 
son, wiuch ought to secure and keep in sufhcient repait 
such ways or bridgesi shall pay a fine o{ three hundred ari 
ihiriy/bur doUar^ to the parents> husbandi wife^ or chil4 
dren, or next of kin to the person deceased. 

§ 4. And if it shall so happen that any person 
lose a limb, !)reak a bone, or receive any other br uise or 
breach in any part of his body, through or by means ol 
such defect aforesaid, the town or person through whos« 
neglect such hurt is donct shall pay to the party so hart 
or woundedf double damages. 

$ 5. And the like s*dis£iction shall be made for anf 
team, cart, or carriage -horse, or other lieast, or loading 
to the owner thereof, in proportion to the damage sus 
tained as aforesaid. All which forfeitures and damage 
to be recovered by action, bill, ph^int, or information. 

§ 6. ^nd (hat auch bridges and passagt^a in towna ma\ 
mm ^ectmlly be kepi in nifficieni re^r^ and such darn 
ge9 prevented. 

Be it fiirthbr enacted^ That upon the eomplatnt of an) 
such town, or jui-son, to any assistant, or justice of lh( 
peace, such authority shall be, and thty arc hereby res 
pectively fuiiy empowered to issue a warrant lo the con 
stable to impress such workmen in their township at 
shall be needful to secure and repair such defective bridge 
or passage j which worltmw shall be paid by the town 
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qr penonsy to wUcli sacb bridge and passage do beloog to 

$ 7. when the inbabiunts cS alijr town shall neg^ 

Icct or refuse to repair anf bridge across a rivefy in m 
public highway, within the bounds of such town ; oran^ 
town shall not agree to build or repair ^ny bridge across 
a river thai is the dividing line between such towns> 
whereby the public travel is obstriictedf or incommoded ; 
on complftint thereof to the county court, by any person or 
persons, anch court is hmby empowered anddireded, by 
a committee, or otherwise, to enquire Into the public ne- 
cessity, and conveniciicy of building and maintaining such 
brldt^e ; causing due notice to be given to one or more 
of the selectmen of such town, or towns, to shew reason, 
if any they have, why they should not be compelled to 
make or repair such bridge ; and if no sufficient reason 
be shewn to the contrary^ and such town or towns do not 
undertake and build, or repair such bridge, within such 
time as the court shall direct, said court may appoint 
some suitable person or persons to build or repair such 
bridge ; which being done, and the f'5cpence thereof liqui- 
dated and allowed by said court, the same shall be paid 
by the inhabitants of the said town or towns, whose duty 
it was to have made and maintained such bridgv. ; andi 
execution may be grantbd against them therefor accord- 

tegiy.* 

Statutes B\ t.ji. 119, ere. 

An act authorizing towns to naake by-laws for the pur* 

poses tlierein mentioned. 

Be it enacted^ tfe. That any town in*4he state may at 
a lawful town-mteting, warned for that purpose, make 
bye-laws for restutiiung horses, cattle, asses, mules, swine^ 
sheep, and geese, or any of them from going at large : 
Provided^ That no penally for a breach of any sneh bye- 
kws shall exceed three doUare Md Jirtmded ako^ That 

a^or ike bm relating to the erection o/Railinj^s on bridg" 
£9 mnd idghwaya in certain caeee^ stcthe title Uiqujvjlts. 

B ■ ' ^ 
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no such bye-laws shall be in force nntll such byc-law$ 
have been published at least four wttks successively hi 
a public news-paper printed in such town, or in the town 
nearest to ftuch iown in which ^ public news-paper 
grintedt 



CASJiS, 

An far MetrUining the Assize of Casks. 

$ K Be U enacted^ kstc. That the several sorts of casks 
used in this state, for liquor or other commodities, (ex- 
cept beef, pork and fish) shall be of the assize following, 
to wit, butts to contain one hundred and twenty-six gal- 
lons ; puncheons, tit^hiy-four gallons ; hogsheads, sixty* 
three gallons ; barrels, thirty-one gallons and an half; 
tierces, forty-two gallons | and that all such caaks shall 
* be made of sound, weU seasoned timber, and free from 
sap. That the. gallon shall contain two hundred and 
tUrtyHNie cuImc inches; and the contents of each c^isfc 
in this act expressed, shall be measured by taking the 
following dimensions in inches and decimal parts of an 
inch, to wit : The bulge or bung diameur, each head di- 
ameteri and the length within the cask \ and these di- 
. mensions to be computed bjr the rule commonly called 
end known by the name of Gunter's cule of gauging. 

$ 3. That the several towns in this state, at their an- 
nual town meetings, shall choose some fit person or per- 
sons to be Gangers, who shall be sworn to a faithful dis- 
charge of their office ; and the fee for gauging shall bo 
eleven cents per ton. 

$ S. And whosoever shall sell any kind of liquor usual* 
ly sold by gaug# in casks not gauged by ^he rule en- 
joined by this act» shall forfeit and pay a fine of three doU 
ktre and thirty'four cents, 

§ 4. And every ganger shall brand every cask by him 
gauged with the initial letttrs of his o^vn name, and the 
name of the town to which he belongs; and every cooper 
ahall set bis distinct brand or mark on his own casksi on 
penalty of wie dollar and ffxty^eeven eente^ 

§ 5, The several penalties in thb act shall belong one 

■ 

V 

s 
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halt to the infornner who shall prosecute tO effect, and 
the other half to the treasury of ihe town whereia the 
offence ii committed. 

I CATTLE- 

An act for the marking of Cattlet Sheep» and Swine* 

7b prmm itufimot md difirtncH $kn may wriu in ike 
owning and claiming of cattUf Mhe^f and tmne^ ihat mag 

be Mi or ttray away, 

% \. BcU tnactedj ^c. That all the owners of any cat* 
tlet sheep or swine within thia at%|»» atiall ear-mark or 
bfiad M their catile abeep* or awioe thai ana wbara half 
a year old ; and thai they shall cause their aeveral marks 

to he registered in the town book. 

' ^2. And whatsoever cattle, sheep, or swine shall be 
found unmarked and not branded as aforesaid, the ownera 
thereof shall forfeit tAiriy^four cents per head i one half 
thereof shall be to the complaineri and the other half t» 
the town-treasvry.. 

.•^^ &atut€9B. i.fi. 122. 

» 

' ELECTION. 

I 

The laws regulating Elections, as they relate to the 

powers and duties of towns, as corpoi ati.ins, have passed 
tliiough a variety of alterations and modirications ; and 
the provisions relating to those jxfwers and duties are in- 
termixed with much other niatter foreign to the particu« 
lar object of this compila^ic^, through a aeries of statutes. 
It is presumed} how^i^, that it will be more acceptable 
to the town officer icbe furnished with those provisions 
in th€ language of the legislature, noting the several altera- 
tions and n od ilications, atid giving them as they now ex- 
ist, than wall a delineation and arrangement of them in 
th'e coinpilrr's language ; althoj^gh in pursuing the for- 
mer course it be necessary to dissect md dismember sev- 
er^ statutes in making the selection^ 
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16 Tqwn«, l^fA&rM^ 

An act ibr regiilattng- the Election of Govoummti Ueo- 
tenant Covernori Asaiaiafitat &c. 

Be it enacted^ iste. That all oonaiaUes in the 

cral towns in this state, without further order, shall warn 
all tlie freemen in their respective towns, to meet toi^eth- 
er yearly on the third Mot day of Sffifcmdery at nine of 

the clock in the momioff at soim convenieDt place* 
"Where the meettng^s have usually t^en beM ; wkm aad 
where they shall first choose deputiest or represcntstives 
to attend the general court in October then aext ensuing ; 

and then every frcctuan in each town there present, shall 
give in his vote or suffrage for twenty persons, theip 
names being fairly written on a piece of paper, whom he 
judgtth qualified to stand in nonmnaiion for election xtk 
the month of May next following^, [which votes or suf* 
frages shall be deltTered to an assistant or justice tS the 
peace (if any be present) otherwise to such constable as 
iihall inhabit in the town where such votes arc given in, 
•which assistant, Justice, or constable shall make enn y of 
the names of all such persons as the freemen do vote for, 
"with the number of votes that each person hath ; a copy 
thereof the said assistant! justice, or constable in each 
town shall send sealed up to the i* eneral Assembly in Oi> 
tf^er next following, by the deputy oc representatives c»f 
such town ] 

f 2. At which assembly all the votes of the freemen 
of Cilia state shall be compared, and thn*ie twenty persons 
who sbdl have the greatest number of votes ahull be the 
JiersoQS whose pames shall be returned to the severd 
townsf to be the persons nominated to stand fer. electioii 
in May next following f out of whioh number the twelve 
assistants shall be chosen. But the freemen shall have 
Jibcriy to choose the govcmr^r and lieutenant governor 
where they see causet of aU and My freemen within this 
•tate. 

. § 3. And all and every constaUe ahail attend thb order 
annually, on penalty of forfetting tfie sum e(/ourtem 
kgn to the public treasury of the atatc for evcfy neglect 

thereof. 

§ 4 J5f it further enacted. That the election of govern- 
or, lieutenant governor, assistants^ and such other public 
ofi&cecaaaahaU bo^appoimed lo be chosen, shall by prox]p 
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of the fimm^ be attended and consummated in the Gen- 
eral ABsembly t» be holden %t Hartford opoD the aecond 
TImvidaf of il%Mmuall]r;^ 

^ 5. /Aar Me election by proxiH mdy be §o regular' 
ted and managed ae to firevent the using any fraud or de^ 

therein, ^ ' - ^ • 

> ^£e it further enacted^ That the Secretary of the slate for 
iihe time bein^, shall with the acta and ordera of the Gener« 
«1 Aaaembljr in QciobeTf ytwAjf aend a copy of the names 
of aU ^hoae perimis who are nominated *aa aforeaud, to 
' stand for election as aforesaid, to the printer) in order 
that the said person's names may, with the said acts, be 
distributed to the several towns in this state. 

§ 6. And the several constables in the respective towns 
throughout this state, without further ordery on the pen- 
eltf ifl£M^|tfald> shall by themselves, or some deputed by 
fiMii^^NM^ili the freemen in their respective towns/to 
jOen¥iMrit'iAe place where such meetings are usually 
held, on the Monday next following the first Tuesday in 
^/iril, annually, at nine of the clock in the morning ; when 
and where they shall first choose deputies to attend the 
general court in May next following ; where also shall 
be read to them^ the freeman's oath, the three last para* 
graphs of this act} and the names of those persons nomi- 
nated to stand for election [and then the freemen ahall 
proceed to bring in to the civil authority, or (if none-be 
pTHisent) to the constable or constables present, the name 
of him whom they would have for governor for the year 
ensuing, fairly uritten upon a piece of paper, which the 
said authority^ or constable or constables^ shall receive^ « 
^ and in the presenile of ihe freemen, seal up the same in a 
' piece of paper ; and wtite on the oof^ide of the paper so 
ittriedy the name of the town ; and then add theae words, 
iz. "Votes for the Governor." In like manner they 
y.hall proceed in bringing in, sealing up, and writing upon 
their votes for the lieutenant-governor, treasurer, and 
secretary.] But before the treasurer and secretary are 
voted for,^ freemen shall bring in their votes for those'"* 
siomihated mm^^Hoir dectiont beginning with him that : 
stands first in lil^lftfaAi^it^^ in their votes Ibr 
him; [which by the said authority, or constable, or con- ' 
stablesj ^ball be receivedi sealed upi and written upon; as 

B 2 
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•foresaid, inserimg the name of the person voted fsr | 
and ID aMl tbef proceed till they bave paswd through 
the whole norointtion*] But no one fiveman shall 'wto 

Ibr more than twelre of the number in itomitiation to be 

assistants. And the votes for election of assistants shall 
be a ^vlitten piece of papery and no unwritten piece of 
paper shall be given in. 

^ 7. And the civil authority or constables who recme 
the votea and seal them upt as afaresaidt shall by them- 
adTi^ or one of the deputies of the court, convey the 
said proxies to Hartfird^ and deliver them at the election^ 
as they shall be ordered, to those persons who are ap- 
pointed to receive, sort, and count the said votes. 

\^licimrk. The firovisiom in thejirsty sixth j a7id sex^enlh 
secUona of this statute are bymibsequent firovisiona ctmsidera- 
khf akered and modified^ a« mil be shewn ty the reeiitd qf 
AeHaiut€9% orfiwtion Htatuies^ containing those aUer» 
tiom and modifictuUm in fia^s 2 1— S8 / more fiartieulaV' 
iy in those flassages of the said sections which a?-c en closed 
in brackets thus [ The concluding sections of this stat' 
lite nrey honuevcr^ here first given^ in order to fireserve the 
cmnectionj and to bring its entire /irovisions into one view."} 

§ a. And at the time of the election (the governor and 
^ Jfftttenant^ovemor being first chosen and declared) those 
stanA^ in nomination shall be put to election In the 
same order that they are propounded ; after which those 
twelve persons who shall have the greatest number of 
"Votes, shall be the assistants of the state for the year then 
ensuing ; and shall be so declared accordingly. And also 

declaration shall be made of the choice of the treasorcr 
auid secretary. 

9. Se it emtctedf That no person shdl be qqpaUe of 
lioMing the. office of governor, lieutenant-governor, aa» 

sistant or member of the house of representatives of ibh 
state, or of senator or representative in the congress of 
the United States, or either of them, and the office of 
judge of the superior court, at the same time. 

^ 10, And no person holding an office under the au- 
thority of the .United States, which would render Mas in- 
capabk oS being a member of the congress of the Vnt« 
ted States, shall, while holding said office, be a member 
of the legislature of this state« 
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^ lU Be it enacted^ That if any person who is not a 
^Ptwian of this statci aiimitied and sworn acoerding to 
law^ tball preftume to votOi or give in hit pmcjr ia Ui« 
election of any of the members of the General Ataemblf i 

or if any freeman shall put iHi abo?e one tote orproxf • 

for one person at the same election, to one ofRce, ht shall 
pay a fine of aevcntem doUars to^ ihs: public treasury oi 
tbh state. 

^12. Jnd whereaa undue influenceidribery and cmrufi* 
Sim in tlecUont^ are qffiemiciouM tena%ney w a •iaie 9 
Be it emetedj That if any peraon tfbalt eadeavour unr 

duly to persuade or influence any other peraooor per- 
sons, in giving their vole or svHTrage for any member of 
the legiiilature, by offering to any person persons, any 
•written vote or votes for that p irpose, without beinc?^ 
thereto £rst ri;quested, sucli person so ofret%ding shall 
pay a fine of seven doiiara for the use of the town Ireasttiy. 

^ 13. ^d be it/urther enacted^ That no person or per* 
lona shall offeri accept, or receive any sum of oraneyt 
or other matter or thing, by way of gift, fee, or reward 

' for giving, or refusing to give any vote or suflVage fc>r 
electinpc any member of the General Assembly, nor prom- 
ise^ j^rocure, or any ways confer any gratuity, reward or 
.preferment for or on account of any suffrage giveni or to 
be given» in any election. And every person so gi^'*^g> 
offeraigft accepting, or receiving asaforesaidf ahallsn eve* 
ry such case forfeit and pay the sum of eevenieen doUuTMf 
one half to him or them, who shall sue for and prosecute 
the same tot iTcct, and the other half to the treasury of the 
town where the oiTencc is committed. And any person 
who shall be convicted a second lime of the like offencei 

' shall be disfranchised. 

IRemaric* The two hat fireteding sections are explained 
and extended by a subseguent statute^ as fdUms s Be H 
• acted b*c. That if any person who is elected a represen- 
tative of any town in this state, shall by himself, or any 
other person, ofTer, or distrihute, gratuitously among* the 
freemen of the town, any spiritous Uguors on the day of 
their meeUag for the choice of representaUvesi either be^ 
fort or after h^ shall be chosen ; or shall on any previous 
daf entertain the freemen in like marnier, vriih the evident 
intent to procure the votes of freemen, he shall be 
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considered as guiUy of widiie tnfluenee add ifle^l prac J 

ticcs, within the mtaiinj^ of ilic alorcsaid li2f/i^and iS/Z/jJ 
paragraphs, ai)d iorfeit ius scea iii the bouse oi rt^presentM 
lives. Statutes Ji. 1. fi, 24?^.] I 
§ 14. And that every person that sliaU l»e elected byj 
means of such evil and iltegul practice as aforeaaidi sliaU be A 
and hereby is declared 'jd be incapable to serva as a nielK* I 
ber in such Assembly ; unless such person shall be able to 
satisfy said Absenibiy that the simie wus done alioii^elher - 
without his privily ; and thai lie was not, directly or in- • 
directly^ concerned therein. And it shall be the duty of ^ 
.every constable 4ud grand jurymnn to enquire after, and 1 
make presentment of all breaches of this act. Skoutem A 
I. p. 244, (^c. 

It is pnAided by an additional act to the foregoing, i 
That wjcn the list ot any town in this state, which by 
the act ur its incorporaiion is restiioted to one rcpresenta- '| 
tive in Ihe.GeiKral Assenibly, shall, amount to sijrtt/ thou^ -1 
mnd doUara^ without fraud, it shall be lawful for such towa 1 
. to elect two representatives to the General Assemblft \ 
auch restriction notwithstanding/' Statutes B.l^fi. %4ifm 
Several substquent additionsf alterationsy and modtfiea- 
tions to the fort going sLUute, in connection with the stat* 
Ute for regulatintr the election of senators aiid representa- 
tives in congress, liaving been made, and in a manner to 
render it difficult to separate them) seems to render ne- 
cess Ary the recital of the latter, previous to that of the 
particular alterations and modifications of the former ; 
however it might have been desirable to have pfaiced the 
origiaal statute, with its several additionsi in one view. ^ 

An act for regulating the election of senators and repre- 
sentattvesi for this statCi in the congress of the United 
States. 

§ 1. IPrescribes the duty of the legialaturff emd qf the 
governor and countU reepectively^ in JUUng itfi voettmicM 
which maif ha/ifien in the refireeenttttion of $hie eimte in tki 
senate of the United States^ by reeignation or otherwise. '\ 

§ 2. Remarks, T/jis section /laving been fiartly su/iersc' . 
dcd by a subseijuent fitatute^ anb?'achig some of its firovh- 
ionSf that statute is here incor/iorat^d wiih the said second 
section ; those passages contained in hrackets tesHg thetmtts 
retained tftbat oection. 
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Be it enacted^ k!fc. That the freemen of \\t several 
towns In this stale, at the freemen's meeting in 4prU aev* 
eateen hundred and ninet}r-eight, and once in years 
thereafter [immediately after ginog in their votes far the 
offieert oT govammentj shall eaeh give in his vote or suf* 
frage for eighteen, iostesd offbmteen persons [e#lnrAe 
original statute^ such as he judges qualified to stand '41 
nomioation for election in the month of October then next 
folloving, as representatives of the people of this etatc 
in the coogress of the United States, [their names being 
fairljr written 00 a piece of paperi to the person who bjr 
law prssides in saui meeting, who shall in the presence cf 
the freemen make entry of all sneh persons as the free^ 
inen shall vote for, and the number of votes for each ; 
and lodge the same in the town clerk's office of the town 
to which he belongs, and transmit a copy u'»dcr his hand 
and oCfice, sealed upf to the General Assembly in Jkfoy 
llien next following, by one of the representatir es of such 
town at which assembly the votes of the freemen shall 
be cocmied in manner and fi»rm as is hereafter in this act 
directed ] And eighteen persons who have the greatest 
number of votes in the state, shall be the persons to stand 
in nomination— any thing in said act notwithstanding. 

§ 3. And the freemen of the several towns in this state, 
ai the fceemen's meeting in Sefiiember then next follow* 
ing, immediately after the votes of the freemen for per- 
sona to stand hi nomination as assistants are given inj 
shftii each of them give in bis vote for a number of per* 
sons contained in said nomination for representatives in 
congress, not exceeding seven, to the same person presi- 
ding, and in the same manner ; and the person authoriz- 
ed to receive said votes, sbail proceed with, .transmit, anil 
deliver said votes to such persons as are appointed to 
receive them at the General Assembly in Ociober then 
* ikoni Mloiring, in the Sadvfe niiatirt^ as is by law preserl^ 
be^telative to the election of assist.iiits in May annually ; 
which assembly shall count the said votes of the freemen 
in manner and form as hereafter in this act is directed ; 
and the seven persons who shall have the greatest num- 
ber of votes, ^hftll be declared to be chosen represent a- 
Himjot the ptef^ this iftate m the congress of the ' 



Digitized by Google 



f 4; j^i the totes or sufTragev returned to the Genenl 
AssemKy for persons to sUM in nominfttton for represen* 

tatives<>) congresS) and also the votes or suffrages for nep» 

lesepiaiives in congress, shall be kept sealed until the 
cig^Mh day of the SL ssion of the General Assembly lo which 
I bey nrc returned, air! then shall be pubhcly counted by a 
^ommlUee of both houses of the legislature) to be ap- 
pointed for that purpose . 

§ 5. And no person shiill be a representathre as afere^ 
aara who shall not have arrived to the age of twent^r five 
years, and been seven years a citizen of the United States, 
.and who sh^l not) when elected) be an iiihabitant of this 
state. 

§ ^. And it further enatted^ That when any vacancy 
abaU happen in the representation of the people of this state 
in the congress ; the governor^ for the time being» shaHmake 
t>ut writs of election under his hand and office, Erected to. 

cither constable of the respjclivc towns in this state, or- 
dering a choice to fill such vacancy, and cause them to be 
conveyed to the sherifTs of the respective counties, who 
shall forthwith transmit them to the constables of the re- 
spective towbfl) according to their s^fveral directions ; who 
shall thereupon warn a meeting of the freemen, on the 
day directed in said wt*it, which day shall be the same 
throughout this state, as in case of other meetings of the 
freemen provided by law. And the same person shall 
preside in such meeting as by law is directed in other fi v-e- 
men's meetings ; and shall call over the names ol tne per* 
sons contained in the last nomination of representatives til 
th« congress in their natural order, omitting [such person^ 
or] those persons before elected) OBt of said nomination 
[ iS majr have deceased* or shall at the time of such elec* 
tion be members of the house of representatives tiie 
conii^ress of the U.dti d States.] And each freeman shall 
give in his vote for one or more persons, as i \ said writs 
directed, contained in said nomination, and called as afore- 
said) in the same manner as tierein is directed in votin|f 
fiii**seven persons out' of said oominatfon^ And theper-^ 
son presiding shall proceed in manner as in thftt case ia 
directed, except that he shall within six days after such 
meeting transmit said votes [by the hands of a constable 
of the town to which he belongS) which constable ahaUi^ 
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allowed five cenU per milq from the publtc t^Mufy for 
their whole travel] to the sheriff of the countr ^ which, 
he belongs, who shall on or before the return day Umited 

in said writs^and not afterwards^ convey them to the ^ov« 
ernor. And the governor and council arc hei cby iiUihor* 
ized and direct publicly to count said votts, and declare 
the persoDs who have the greatest number of votes m» 
returned as aibriesaid» to be legally choseD) and give 
tk;e to the person or persona who shall be so chosen, , 
. , Tht words of thU %tcnm in braekeU vfert ud^ 

ded by a auh^gucni ttatute^ pQ^&ed Jkby S^mon 1812. See 
^atules B. 2. fi. 78, IsCcI . . \ ♦ 

\ 7. And all persons chosen senators and representa- 
tives for this state in the congress, in either manner afore- 
said, shaU siguiiy their accepuuce or refusal writing 
to the goveniori within twenty days aflter receiving notice 
of such choice or be considered as refusing the same. 

$8, And belt further enacted^ That so much of the 
statute of this state entitled ^ An act for regulating the 
election of governor, lieutenant-governor and assistants/* 
as relates to the prevention of undue influence, briheryi 
and corruption in electionsi and to the penalty on consta* 
hies in the neglect of their duty> bc) and the same is here- 
by declared to be extended lo the proceedings under this 
act. Statuiea B. l.fi. 248) t^c. 

/in act in addiiion to, and alteration of the statute enti* 
' Uod ^ An act for regulating the election of governor^' 
'Iietitenant«govemori assistants^ Bcc.*' and in addition to 
>' Md afceratton of the statute entitled ^ An set for regula- 

' ting the election of senators and representativtb fur this 
* atate in the congress of the United btatcs.** V * 

% \» Be U enacsedf Isfc. That in all freemen*s meeting! 

the senior assistant prestnt shall be ihe presiding tjfficer ; 
if no assistant be present, the senior jiistice of the peace 
present shall preside ; if no assistant or justice of ihe< 
peace be piesent, the senior constable present shall pre- 
side i and in case of cqus^tty in point of seniority be- 
tween ahy such as^istsntsj between any such justices of 
the peacei' or between any such constableSf so as to ren- 
der it uncertain which ought to preside, in such case the 
^^i^.^^.fif^^^^**^^ justice or CQnstal)ie,^as the.cftpe ma) be,. 
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diftll preside unlessi in any of the cases aroresaid a itia- 
joriiy of the essUtonts, justicesi and coustabks present 
shall agree upon and designate seme other person preset 
to prsside» which they shall be at liberty to ilo and in 
case of such agreem»t the person so iMgnated shall 
preside. 

§ 3. Be it enacted^ That if any person shall in any free- 
jnan's meeting, by tumultuous noise, quarrelling, or by 
any unlawful act, disturb such meeiiug, or shall viilify or 
abuse the presiding officer^ whether such presiding offiN 
cer is an assistant, justice of the peacci or constabk, or 
interrupt him in the discharge of h|s trust, or alter he 
hath commanded silence in said meeting, shall speak to 
the disturbance of the business of such meeting, shall for- 
feit and pay a fine of ane dollar to the town treasury, to be 
beard and determined by an assistant, or justice of the 
peace, unless the offence be aggravated by some noton- 
ohs breach of the peace, in which case, the offender, or 
offenders, shall be bound over to the next county courts ' 
to answer for such offence, which court may impose a fine 
according to the aggravation of the offence, not exceeding 
tldrty-Jour (hilars, 

§3. Be it /uriher enacudj That the selectmen of the 
several towns shall procure for the use of the freemen al 
their meetings, a bsUot*boX) with an aperture in the lid 
thereof, for the purpose of receiving the votes of the free- 
man in all cabcs ia which they are required by law to 
give in their ballots ; which box the presiding officer at 
i^ny freemen's meeUni^a where it shall be needed^ shall 
place before him in a situation convenient for the free^ 
nien to have access to; and, in future, whenever the free* 
men shall be called upon to give in their votes for any 
dfBcer, with his name fairly written, or a written piece of 
paper, they shall, under the direction of the presiding 
olVicer, proceed in a rejjular line of succession, and shall 
lay their ballots successively on the lid of tlie said box, 
and t!ie presiding c nicer* on i>eing satisfied that the baUots 
given in are single, shall put them into the box through 
tfie said aperture and the votes so taken shall be dis- 
posed as the case may require, end a$ the law directs* 

S 4. Be U ,fwHher enacted^ That before the freemen 
ere caU€4 ^P^u to ior person^ \f »tand in aomiae- 
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lion for assistants, or representatives in congress^ the pr6^ 
siding officer shall appoint a suitable number of tellers, 
not exceeding; four^ for the different parts of the house, or 
area ^vh ere the freemen are assenibled, and shall also di- 
rect the fhsemen to protide each for himself a aomher of 
sitps of paper, equal to the number which by law are to 
siland in nomination, and when provided, he shall, if the 
accommodaUon will. admit thereof, order the freemen to 
be seated, and on any person's being named by any free- 
man to stand in nomination, the presiding officer shall call 
Upon all those \7ho would rote for the person so named^ 
to signify it by rinngt br when the accommodation will 
not admit of the fre6imen*s being seatcdi shall call upon 
tlfem to vote by holding up the hand $ which being done 
the tellers in the quarters assigned them shall count the 
number voting, and shall successively, with an audible 
voice, declate the numbers, which numbers the presidinjj; 
officer^ with a like audible voices ^all successively re- 
l^e&t, and cause to be taken down) and the aggregate to 
be entered against the name of the person voted for i and 
the same proceeding shall be repeated as often as my 
person shall be so named by any freeman 5 and no free- 
man shall vote fur more in number than are by law to 
stand in such nomination ; and every freemani in voting 
as aforesaid, shall each time drop one of ^the said slips of 
paper, that he may not be exposed through mistake to 
rote for more than the prescribed nnmber* 

§ 5 . Be U JUrthet enacted^ That it shall be the doty of 
the civil authority prtseni in any freemen's meeting, if 
any be, and if not, or not sufficient, of the constables pre- 
sent, if any be, to assist the presiding officer io the bu« 
ainess of the meetingi in the receiving, enteringi and dis- 
]^osing of the votesi and making out the proper certificates 
•ccoTding to law. 

Be itfiitther enaefedt^ That the eleventh paragraph 
t>f the statute, the tide of which is herein first recited, 
shall be, and it is hereby extended to the proceedings un- 
der the siatute, the title of wbich is herein last recited* 
Smtutes B. l.fi. 2s I. * 
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M ux IB akennioapdr AettamUMtkM ad f^rrnnffr 
ulftting the elecdon of goveniori UciiteiiaQl^venKii^ 
. assistantst Sec'* And also the statin e entitled An act 

for rtgulaiin^ the election of senators and representa* 
tives for this ^iv m the congress of the United States.** 
^ i. Be it enacttik ^c. That U ikaU be ihe duly of the 
preaiding officer in the several freemen's meetings, and oC^ 
those vbo agreeably to law may asdst them^ to couDt, 
presence of the freemen) the votes givep in for govemorfi 
lieutenant-governor, assistants, treasurer, secretary, and 
representatives in congress, and to enter the names of 
the persons voted for, and the number of votes for eacjj, 
ill words at fuU leng^ [^md aiao in Jigiwcs^-^j^sUcKffJ 
and then in open, meoti^g declare the numbeiMP .^wMft 
there given, in for each person^ and lodge the same 
the town derk^s ofice : And such preying officer shaUi 
transmit a copy thereof, under his official signature, seal* 
cd up, to the next general assembly, by one of the rep- 
resentatives of the town ; or, in case of a representativefi^ 
or representatives, in coogressi by a apedal writ of elee^ 
tioib ti^ thoaheeiffof -liooonDty as k now provided by Um^ 
$ 8. Be ii /urthw mmci9dt That ao much of said stat- 
ute as directs the presiding officers aforesaid to seal up 
the votes of the freemen, in cases herein before specified, 
and to cause them to be transmitted, be» i^d ihe.samo; 
boreby is repealed. Siaiute^ B. j.p. 253. 
An act in addition to the sUtnle entitled An act for reg^ 
Hbttog the election of govemori lienianrant-govemor» 
asstaunts, hcT and in additieo to the aMnle antitledt 
^* An-act for regulating the Action of senators and rep* 
resentatives for this statei in the congress of the United 
States." 

Be it enaetedj Ifc. That the presiding officers itt 
freemen's meetings shall make cut the ceriificates of that 
TOlaa-and. proeeedinga of the freaaMni reqiiired by law» 
aecovding to the forms heraaafter prescrtlMMl ; that ia to* 
say* of the votes for persons to stand in nonunation for 
assistants, as follows, viz. 

At a meeting of the freemen in the town of le- 
gally warned and held on the — — . day of Setitember 
A. D, 18— the following persons were vot^d for to stand 

in oambatioD finr election aa asaistaijKtat in iM^ ne vis* 
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^JM^ i-l Election. 9T 

Mkma, I Mumkmm m mmrdM ai knght. | 

/ A tnie.copy of the origiiial lodged in tbe ttnm derk'B 
oHici;. Ccfiificdbjr 

A* B. Prc&idin^ Officer* 

s 

Of the totes for persons to stand in nomiostion for 

representatives to the congress of the United States, as 

follows, viz. 

• At a Tneeiinc^ of the freemen in the town of le- 
gally warned and held on tlie ' ■ day of J/iril A. D. 
is~tlie following persons are voted for to stand in nomi- 
nation for election in Oetobtr nexti as representatives' of 
ttie people of this state in the congress of the United 
Statest the number of votes for each person is aanexe4 
to Lis name, yIe. 

A true copy of the original lod|^ in tbe townolerk's 
ofiice- Ccruiicd by 

A. & J^rtm&ug Officer* 

Of the votes for governor, lieutenant-governor, assist- 
antS) treasurer, secretary or representatives in coogressi 
as follows, viz. 

Al a meeting of the freemen in the town of ■ le- 
gally warned and held on the jay of ■ A* D. 
18^ the foNowing per^ns were voted for to be {here 
insert the office,'} the number of votes for each person 13 
^annexed to hh name, viz. 

A true cupy of the original, lodged in the town clerk's 
office- Certi^ed by 

• A. B. FremUng Officer. 

And of the votes for a representative in con$>ress, pur- 
suant to a special writ of election, mued by ths goveru- 
.or, as follows, viz ' 

At a meeting of the freemen in the town of.. > ■ » -le* 
^ally warned and held pursuant to a special writ of elee- 
iioD> the following persons were voted for* respectivelyi 

m w 
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to be a representative of the people of this state in the 
cosgrtM of the United States ^ the auoiber votes for 
cftck inriM i« ammd lo bk^mwef vis. 
Mime9. I Mtmim in mutdt m tength. | 

A true copy of the original, lodged in the town clerk's 
office* Certified hy 

A. B. PtnMng Officers 

B€ U /urther enacted^ That whenever presiding 
officers shall have occasion to make out any one or more 
f>f the cci uficates aforesaid, they shill insert the Duxn« 
ber of votes for each penoo voted for, in writings in 
w>rds it feU length, oolfi iccording to ibo form ttercc^ 
jKOf hw nstwirtiiisading. 

$ S. BeU fkrU^er tnacted^ That a copy according to 
the form herein prescribed of the vptes for persons to 
Stand in noniinaUon for election as assistants, shall he 
made out, signed, and transmitted to the legislature, and 
the original, from which it is made» shall be lodged in the 
town clerk's office. 

' f 4. ^ iijkfiker enatieO^ That the superscription on 
every such certificate shaB be ss follows, viz. 

Voles for the freemen in the town of———* for £AdPr 
1725^^ i/ic offke}^ taken and sealed up by 

A. B. Freuding Officer. 

An act drcctlBg die mode oirretmniog votes to the getf? 

eral assembly* 

Be a au»ct0df ^c. That it shall be the duty of 
the treasoferof this state, from time to tioiie» to provide 
Iriank %ms, as prescribed by law^ for the returns of votes 
jfor governor, lieoteiisnt-govenKMr» assistant% treasurer, 

secretary, and repre&eniaUves in congress, and for per- 
sons to stand in nomination for assistants, and for re pre* 
sentatives in congress and shall annually transmit to 
the town clerks of the several towns a sufficient number 
.,ef such blanks for the use of such town. . ^ 
$ S. ^nd be it further enacte^d^ That it shall ue the duty 
of the presiding officers of the several freemen's meetings 
in this state, within six djys after the hoklini; of said 

nif^etingsi ia Uxc mumbs q( 4t^xU and ^taaHr a^au^i^il/ 
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m ArikfCB to one of the re^reaetitatiTe^ of their mpeetift 
%Mrat»*tbd reMrne of the voles of tiie freemen in tueh 
towns, which bf law, ought to be made to the Genertl 

Assembly, vix. The returns of yotes for governor, lieu- 
tenant-governor, assistants, treasurer, and secretary, and 
representatives in congress, and for persons to stand in 
nomination lor assistaiit8» and for representatives in con- 
gresi $ and Mcl^veturoflL of rotes shall be, in all respectSi 
by such presiding dicer HMde atiXf eeitiisdi sealed 
and directed according to law. 

§ 3. And be it fu lhcr enacted^ That it shall be the du- 
ty of the representatives oftlie several towns, to whom 
such returns of votes ahall be delivered, as aforesaid, to 
convey to the secretary of this statCf for the time beings 
the said retMrns, by the several and re^pootire times. fol- 
^wifig; yiz. The reiums of yoles for goferttori lieuten* 
isHt*govenior, a$iU8taittSt treasorei^ nd secretarft befim 
4.he day of generaf election, or by ten of the clock, on th^ 
morning of the said day ; and the returns of votes for 
representatives in congress, and for persons to stand in 
nomination for representatives in congress, before the 
eighth day of the sessions of the General Assembly, or 
b7«tsn of the dock on the morning of that day ; and tht 
Totes for persons to sisnd In Bmsi^alkm for assistants# 
by the sixth day of the sessions of the General Assembly, 
or by ten of the clock on the morning of said day : And 
-it shall be the duty of the secretary to receive the said 
returns of votes, and to deliver them, arranged in due 
otdeT) to soch committee, as shall be appointed by the 
G^ral' AssemUf to eotmt the same. And the secrets* 
if sMl'diHver to meh oommlltee whb such retnms of 
-Totes, a list of the towns in this state, on which4ist shall 
be noted whether the returns of votes from each particu- 
lar town have, or have not been received. * ' * 

^ 4» And be it Jkrther enacted^ That in case it shall 
happen that the retunis Of rotes fttHA ahy town or towns/ 
shall not hairo 4>eeil IttiA^^^^tt by the time 

Bmcrihaiii^ ifc^ ^>!IMtlltA%e Mb appointed 
irw^afoTeiaid, shall cause proclamation to be made, re- 
quiring that the returns of votes from such town or towns, 
naniing them, be brought in to said committee ; and up- 

jsa such returns of votes being so broagiit in^ s||id com- 
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nittte shall twttff and coiiafc ttesaane. And ii>>ew9 
there sft«U be aof town or tomuh from vbiob, ^br thm 
proceediiYgt aforeaaidt no retmm of votca ahaU hate liecstt 

made ; or if the retoroa from any toewn or toprns shall be 
defectivei or iiregular, such committee shall report the 
same to the house of representatWcs, distinguishing be- 
tween those towns from which no returns shall have been 
made^ and ihoae from which ibe vetums shall be defect* 
iTCiior irrnalar» that aa ao^Mirjr mqr be inUnitad inM 
the cause of the otniaaioo to return the mUL voita accord^ 
iiig to law. Stttu$e9 JB. i. p. 256, bV. 

An act in addhba to an act entitled ^ An act for reguTa* 
ling the ekctkm of senators, and representatives fior 
this statei ia (he congress of the United States. 

JStf U enacted^ k^c. That In fiatora [Oe/f^ 1810} the 
namea of the eighteen peraooa idaead by the ftsensen €21 

the nomination* tor election as repreaenlati?es of the peo** 

-pie, of this state in the congress of the United States, 
shall be in the following order, vix. the representatives for 
the lime being, Rrst, and according to seniority % and the 
ethers according to the number of votea ^ in manner «i» 
dently and unifomly pmotiaad iki tibe notti nation of pefu 
yea &r election y asaistanta. ^Smm/w A j/. 4a« 

FISHERIES. 

m 

Any town in this state shall have authority in towa 
meeting, to make rules and ordinances for regubting the 
fisheries of clams and oysters within their respective lio». 
itsi or the waters and flala to thenrA adjoining and iMlong- 
ihgf and Sat the preservation^ of the OMie ; and to inn 
pose such penalties as shall be thought proper by such 
'towns, for the breach of such rules and ordinances, Pro* 
videdi no such penalty shall exceed the sum of ^€V€n(€m 

« - ■ 

FREEMEN. 

The admission of Freemen being an impoptaot past 

of the business of towns, as such, in their public meet- 

jjQ^si and qot. pertaining »Cilusi\^ t% Vb^ duty u^. ^ 
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r particular town officer whose duties are defined iri this 
work) the several lawi relating to that subject are in-- 
iet|ed ia Ibit ptaice wider that head. 

^ An act relaling to rreeme^* , 

^ I. Beii atactedj e^r. That the town clerks in the ttf* 
era! towns in this state shall enrol in iheir respeciive 
offices, the names of all such persons in their rtspcctive 
lownSf as are or shall be admitted Frtemen of this state* 
whiob omhDMt ahali be made by the direction of the au« 
tboritjr and selectmen of the idwtf In the open freemen'ft 
meetiogf tegaUf aasemWed. 

9. That no person hereafter be admitted, and made 
frtc of tills state, but in the open freemen's meeting of 
the town wheretp he belongs, reguLirl^ assembled. 

^ 3. That afl such inhabitants of this state as have ac» 
aompiished the age of ttvcnty one yean^ and have the pes* 
Malon of freehold estate to the value of aeven doUav fier' 
eimiMi or we hunted and iHkrty^ut Mian personal e<* 
mtf -m the geMral firt«>f ealatee 'in that year wherein 
Aejr desire to be admitted freemen ; or are possessed of 
estates as aforesaid, and by law excused from putttnj^ it 
into the list ; and also are persons of quiet and peaceable 
behaviour, and civil conversation ; may, if they desire it» 
«Mi their procuring the selectmen of the town wherein 
Mch pdsona inhabiti or the major part of them^ to eer« 
lilf that the said persons are qualified aa afi>resaid, be ad- 
mitted and made free of this state, in case they take the 
oath prescribed by law for freemen ; which oath any as- 
sistant or justice of the ])eace is hereby empowered to ad- 
minister in said freemen's meeting. 

IRemark. The fiHndaons of $hU eeceioftf aa io the mode 
^mMmlmf 'imd the gualtjkatiime ^/ffreemen^ are abereiif 
modified emd e^cfiklmd ^ emAeepkm eHUuteef ^hich ore 
-mdiedMew* JForikeifiiemtnU eathy eet the title Oat ha.'} 

\ 4. And all such persons admitted and sworn as afore- 
said, shall be freeman of this state; and their names 
shall be enrolled in the roUof fi^men in the town clerk's 
^<^ce of that town wher^ they are admitted as aforeaatd* 

$ 5. iRefiealcd.'] 

\ 0« And that if any freeman of this state shall walk 

iS^dalousl/i Of cofluuit any scandalous ofience^ it sh?^' 
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|» in tht pmmr ot ihM tttp«srter eourt in iU% iiate, <ia 
comiiliiiit uiereoT to th^m mid«t to diftfim^lMe i«tb free* 

man, who shall stand disfrancliiMd liU bf his godd behe* 

viour, the said buperior coarc shall we cause to restore 
him. Siatuie i.fi. 355. 

An act in addition to^ and alteratioli of an act relating to 

Fretrmcn. 

%U Be i$ 0m€tH^ ^c. TiMit no pofioii be-admitlai 
mi mack-free of dm atate until lie hes procortd n mi^ 
joriiy of the civil autlionty and telecloien of the-lowit 

wherein such person inhabits, to certify in writing, that 
the said person or persons arc qualified a^^rcrably to the 
provisions of the act to which this is in addition. 

$ 2, jifid be it further emtctedj Tkat k ebatt be Itie du* 
ip of the ctyiL «uihorHf aad eekctmeii of etiflk toma in ^ 
ihia etatei on emjr {nsoaaea'a vieetingHlar, to weft at 
the place appokited for aaid meeiinp:, and previous to 
buiJ meeting bem^ opened, and not afterwards ; shaii re- 
ceive and carefully examine all applications for admts- 
aion to the privileges of freemen ; and having so receive 
ed> examined ood appyoved^ shoU certify the same.in «f»> 
Xing ; which corttfioale shall he aofieieot eviAme^f iho 
quali£c«tiooa of aueh poMon or pmoDBi and ehoiitBAlo 
him or them to the freemen's oath. 

§ 3. j^nd be it further enacted^ That the nfih paragraph 
of the act to which this is in addition* he^ aod the aamOiJS 
Jierebx repealed. S>t<U:U^ B* /. fi» ^48 

An act in further addition to, and alteration of the $l;attt^ 
entitled An act relating to Freemen. 

, Be k emieted, bte. That ao pmeaahail in fetare [Oc^ 

eober 1802] be admitted a freeman of this slate, if the 
estate he claims to own as a quahfication required by 
law, be freehold estate, and hclden by deed or lease fur 
life» unless the dead or lease under which he clabos, ^all 
have been duly execatail) acknawkdgod ud iworded.at 
length in the proper oSeO) U Iofi$t km imaiha hefoia 
the freemen's meetings at which he shall move to be ad* 

mitted. Statutes B, j. /i 358, iS^C. 

It may be renriarked that in the provisions relating to 

Uie adoiissiw of freeq^eoi conimed ill Uic. 1^ 
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recited, certain qualifications for admission being predi- 
cated upon " the general list of estates in that year where- 
in they desire to be admiUeii freemen and as the gen* 
eral Ikt of oeUlet possessed on the SOUi of Jugmi vk 
afijr yt9»% is not cotnpieted by.lhe Halers until January of 
the year foUowing, whereby it would seem that the re- 
quirement pf furnishing evidence from " the general list 
of estate in that year** in which the application is made, 
(which must be in ^finl or Sefitember) cannot be literal- 
ly complied with ; the most rational constuction of this 
provision seeois to boi that the evtdencse of qualification be 
Amoshed from tho general list of estates whkh in Ao 
year^ and at tHe time, when the qipUcation is madSf shall 
have been last perfected* 

It is also to be observed that the requirement is person- 
al Estate in the list, to qualify the applicant for admission, 

besides his [leraon^* as expressed iji another statute ; in- 
^tentton to whicht througti the inadvertance of sraie ap« 
yttdtotsi has oecasionsd them the mortifieation of a rw- 
iintlnn 

* It is hoped that it may not be thought impertinent, w 

improper, in a work of this nature:, to observe that, as it 
is an acknowledj^ed principle, and one on which the whole 
system of our public pohcy seems to be grounded, that 
Religion and Virtue constiiute the only basis on which 
the commonwealth can with safety rest \ those qualtfica-^ 
lioaa of the appiiivnt ibr admission to the privileges of 
ik*eemeo, expressed in these wosds of the provisions of 
the statute— '* and also are persons of quiet and peacedble 
behaviour, and civil conversation*'; ought always to receive 
their full portion of the attention and enquiry of the ex- 
amining, and approving board» and the^r fUil weight in ita 
decibions. 

Since the foregoing remarks ymt wriilept an addition^ 
al« statute relaling to tMs subject^ has been passed at the 

JV^z/ Session 1813, embracing some of the points allo^ 
ded to \ which sutute is as follows ; 

# 

An act in addition to, and in explanation of an act enti» 

tied " An act relating to Freemen/* 

§ 1. Be it enacitd^ life. That it shall be the duty of the 

ifftwn derks in the seraral l»wnii^ in this atate^ to furniatl 

J • 
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to the civil authority and selectmen of each town, at their 
meetings for tlie aimission of freemso, the list-book 
which ahall have beeo last perfectedi and lodged in hU 
office ; and no peraon shall be admitted a fteeman in 
this state* 00 the ground of personal estatCf unleas he 
fehall be found to have one hundred and tHrty-four doHar% 
XX least of personal estate ia such lisl^ txcluiuve of poiis 
and abbes:>ments. 

\ % 3. And be it Junker enacted^ That no person shall fo 
admitted a freeman of thi^ state^ on the ground of any 
real estate which at the tino when kt oAca hanaelf Jior 
admission, shall be snbjea t0 wf iMftgage. 

§ 3. BtU further enacudy That no person vho claims 
to have been admitted a freeman in any other town 
.this statC) than that in which he shall oHer to vote, shall 
be permitted to vote thereiA» in the choice of repre&enta- ^ 
.tif eaii until be siiall produce to the presidinc officer in 
freemen's nieeting* a cecUficatfS from tiH» torn ctali irf 
the town in which he was admlttadt of such Us a^mit- 
sion ; and no person admitted as a freeman in any town 
in this state, shall be perniiued to vote in tfie choice of 
representatives in any other town, until he shall have 
statedly resided therein four months, at leastf ncM te» 

^re the time when he abaU offer to vot^ thenw. 



CBAND-JURORS. 

Bf the ftrst and eighth sections of a statute^ entitled 
^ An act eonceming Grand-jurymen** it is provided. 

5 1. That every town In thb state, on the day of their 
annual town meeting io: electing town officers, shall elect 
two or more sober, discreet persons of th<Mr inhabitants, 
to serve as Grahd-jiu'ors for the ensuing year ; who shall 
be si%om by the next assistant or justice of the peace. 

\^Rmark. By a subsequent statute passed at October 
semon 161^, the nttmber of and -jurors to be chosen by 
any town in purstutnct of ike foregoing sectitm ^ aha II con* 
list of a number noi kiis than Wo, nor more i/tan six" 6V<^^- 
taes B, II. fi 105] 

§ 8. And every town in this state that shall neglect or 
refuse to make choice of grand-jurors, as aforesaid, shall 
Jtor every siitih neglect or refasafi incur the penalty of 



Digitized by GoogI< 



weventem Mlar9 to tlie treamry of the county ivhcrein 
such town lietfa } to be recovered bjr \MU plaint or inform 

mation. StotnteB B. 7.^. 371—2. 

The other sections of ihi3 statute relate cjrclitsively to 
the duties, &c. of grand-jurors, and will be xecUcU under 
that head in i&ie aecoikd pai t of Uie vfoik. 

HIGHWAYS. 

The hws relating to the power aad doty (tf towns la 
regard to the estabfiahmenl and ivTaintamance of bigh« 
trays, are compriacd in the following statutes s 

An act for providing, altering, rtrgtilatiug) and mending 

Highwajfs. 

' ^ I . Be it uiacudy ts^c. That eacii town in this state 
tball at their annual meeting for electing town officerSf 
yearlyi choose two or more of their inhabitants to be sur^ 
yeyors of highways ; - to take care of and oversee the 
mending and repairinpf of all the highways \viihin their 
towns respeciivtly ; vviiich surveyors shall be sworn to a 
faithful discharge of their offices; who are hereby cm< 
powered to call out the several pt^rsons in such towns^ 
from sixteen years of ag^ to sixty years of age ; as well 
indiaiiy mulatto» and negro scrvanu or slaves, as others 
(magistrates^ josticea of the peacei . gospel mintsterSf ru- 
ling elders, allowed physicians, scfcoolnmslers, constant 
herds-men, shepherds, one njiller to esch giistmill, and 
such other persons as are exempted by lav/, excepted) 
two. days at l^st in each year, if there shall be need, and 
so many more as in bis^or their judgment a^all be foaod 
necessary for the attaining the aforementioned end f to bo . 
directed in their work by the said survoyors.; aod where 
they shall see meet to employ a team, they may warn 
the owner thereof to bring forth the san e for that ser- 
vice, and the owner of such team sh<iU be aUowed for 
his team the work of one man. 

^ 2. And all persons shall have three days .warning, 
before the day appointed for sudi emp%ment. And if 
any person so waniM shall refuse or neglect to attend an4 
perform the said service^ in mancer aforesaid^ he sbaA 
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forfeit for every day's neglect, Tiz. For a person, the sum 
K>1 ^fijiy cenu i aini for a man and team the sum of one 
'dollar. 

^ S» Whicb forfeitures being made bj miocm and ser- 
grants, or daveS) shall be paid by their parents, guardioQs^ 
or maslersy tespectiTeljr s and the fines so forfeited oball 
be delirered to the surveyors, and by them be improved 

to hire others ig work in said vrays. 

% 4. And every surveyor shall, within four ^ays after 
the several days appointed for said work, deliver ia to 
some assistant or justice of the peace, a true present* 
metit of all such persons as have been defectivei with aD 
account of their several defects or neglects s And if the 
person defective either in whole or in part of the work, 
shall not? within one week afier, satisfy the surveyor, or 
give satisfy in reason to the said assistant or justice, of 
his not working, such assistant, or justice shall grant a 
distress directed to the sheriff, his deputy, or constable, 
for the levying by distress and sale of the offender's goods 
the incurred ferfeiturest to be delivered to the said sof- 
veyorsf for the use aforesaid; 

§5. And if any surveyor neglect the trust committed 
-^to him, either in not callinec out the inhabitants to labour, 
as aforesaid, or in not returning the names of those who 
are deficienti as aforesaid, he shall incur the same pen- 
alty as those he passed by are liable to, by virtue of this 
act ; to be recovered on complaint and conviction theteoff 
by distress as aforesaid. 

^ 6. And every such surveyor shall render an account 
of the improvement of all such forfeitures as shall be by 
him received, to the assistant or justice who c^ranted such 
a distress for the same, within twenty days aiter receiv- 
tog mich forfeitures : And if it appeitr to such assistant 
or jotttiea ihat any such surveyor hath neglected to im- 
prove such forfeitures according to the directions of this 
act^ that then, in such case, such assistant or justice is 
hereby authorized and empowed to grant a distress a- 
gainst the floods and chattels of such surveyor, for col- 
lecting such sum or sums as shall be found not to be jm« 
proved as aforesaid ; and the same to be delivered to the 
treasurer the town where snob' distress Is made. 
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^ 7. Be it further enacted^ That whenever there may 
. te occasion to clear any water course, or place or places • 
here water may dr^ia off from any highway^ to make 
the wnt dry and better la ptss iOf tbe said surveyors of 
iiighways, with the person attending them>. may» and they 
are hereby empowered to cleajr 8uch water courset and 
pjaces where such ^vate^ may drain off from highways in- 
to or throiij^h any per son's land ur possession, so far as 

inay be necessary su&uently tQ drain the water off from ^. 
the highways. 

§ 8. And that the respeetive towns in this state bate 
libertyt so often as they judge necessary^ at tbdr annual 
town meetings, to vote and agree that the seleqtmen 
shall set out lo each surveyor of hip^hways, by such town 
choseU) a certian dihtrict wiihin said town for mending 
highways, and order and direct \v!io of the inhabitants 
by law obliged to work at highwaysi shall labour under 
each surveyor^ and to alter said districts as they- shall 
find occasion* And the selectmen of every town so 
agreeing, are hereby appointed and empowered to per* 

form the service aforesaid. 

Provided^ This act shall not be construed to the preju- 
dice of such as have obtained liberty, or shall obtain lib- 
ty from Uie county court to act upjtaLes.or bars in high- 
vays. 

§ 9. Md be it Junher eaacted^ That the aelecUntu of . 
the several .towns through whicb the stages* charged with 
the malls pass, do mend and repair the bridges and roads 

used by the stages, and keej) the same in good repair ; 
and upon complaint made to the courity coun of any neg- 
lect in such county, such court shall order accessary re*' 
pairs^ and grant a warrant against tii^ aeleetmen of the 
town where such neglect is found, to collect tbe. sums 
expended in repairs from the sdectxuen of tbe town or 
towns so neglecting. 

[Remark. The mctlwd of ml^liorling highways contem^ 
plated by the foregoing- /novidioiia of thifi smtntc^ han gone 
into almost univerml diniae throughout the /stat€<f since the 
passiyig of the next JjoUtyiimg Wtion, which took place in 
May 1795, aut harking tomm to 9ub9ti$ujtt the more e^mi 
one of doing it htf 4 t^x upon the lUt i^fpoUo and rutfMe ee- 
fate.] t " 
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§ 10. Andbeitfuriherermcfedr That each town 5n this 
state have liberty, and the same is hereby granted to sai^r 
towns, to tax themselves upon the list of their polls an4 
]rftted>Ie estate, for the purpose of repairing their high- 
wsTSf doring the pleasure of the assembly. 

4 11 . And h it further enacted^ That where any new • 
highway, or common road from town to lown, or place 
to place, shall be wan tin ; and where old highways with 
more convenience may be turned or altered^ any persoi| 
«r persons may make q^plicatioo to Ihe county cou?^ 
trithin the same county, for that purpose ; which person * 
moving as aforesaid, shall, at least twelve days before th^ 
letting of the court to which he or they shall mhke appli« 
cation as aforesaid, cause a citation lo be served on one or 
more of the selectmen of that town within whose bounds 
the same is movtd to be laid. out, or altered, to appear, 
(if they see cause) at said court, and make their ohjeCf^ 
tionsOfany they have) against such highways being laid 
out or altered ; i^nd thereupon, if no ob^ctions are offer- 
ed, or if the objections are judged insufficient, the saiS 
court may enquire, by a disinterested committee, or oih^ 
erwise, into the conveniency or necessity thereof; and if 
the same is judged by said court to be of common con- 
*«enience or necessitjr, such cotirt is hereby empowered 
to appoint a eommittee of three disinterested freehoiders, 
to view and lay out, or alter, such highways ^ which 
committe shall give seasonsblc notice to one ot more of 
the selectmen of the town or towns in which the same 
is to be laid out ; and also set up a notification in writing 
on the sign post in such town or towns, at least twenty 
^'ays before they enter on said service, thereby notifying 
the cfwners of the land, and others concerned, of the timet 
placey and occasion of their meeting ; and shall be under 
oath to perform saM service according to their best skill 
and judgment, with most convenience to the publie, and 
least damage to private property ; and shall ascertain the 
place and course of such highway, ard estimate the dam- 
ages done to any particular persons by laying out the 
same/ and make return thereof in writing under their 
hands, to said county court ; which being approved by 
the court, and recorded, said highway shall be and re- 
main a public highway ; And the charges of layingj out 
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tli^ ittle, an^ tie lianiagvtrsustaunea hf aajr j^sdna 
thereby, shall be paid by the town in whoae bounds k 

shall be laid out : And upon the neglect to make pay- 
ment thereof to the persona to whom the said charge, or 
any part thereof, shall be so ordered, the said court shall 
mend forth a 9eire facias against the selectmen of the said 
iowny to shew cause whjr execmion shall not be awarded 
ae:ainst them ; and ui>on their neglect to shew aufficient 
cause, shall award execmion againb>t them for the charges 
aforesaid, with addiiional cost. 

§ 15. And in case any person is aggrieved by the*do- 
ing of said committee, either in Ipying out such highway^ 
or estimating the damages, the court upon applicatioiii 
l)efore the report of the committee is adceptedy or anjr 
determination thereoni may enquire into the matter com- 
plained of hy a jur>'| if the party aggrieved desire it, ank 
■grant such relief as the case may require — But If it ap- 
pear that there was no just cause of complaint, the court 
may order that the person applying shall pay the co^t 
arising thereby ; otherwise it shall be oaid by the towq. 
And such court may give judgment| ana |;rant executioa 
accordingly. * . J . It .^L - ^ 

13. JM be it fufikin^ endci^^ 'ti^^^ seieetmen of 
the respective towns in this state, or the major part of 
them, may lay out such public highways, or private ways., 
as they shall judge needful, within their respective town, 
first giving reasonable notice to the owner of the land 
through which the same are to be laid out, or leave such 
IKffk^' in Writing at the place of their abode, if within this 
be present, if they see caose, at the laying out 
Sftbfti^Wiiys ; and the damage done to such person by lay- 
ihg out the same shall be paid by the person applying for 
stich ways, if the same be for thtir private use only .; 
but if such ways be for the common use of the inhabit- 
ants,^ it shall be paid by the town. And a survey in wri« 
ting, under the hands of the selectmen, containing a par* 
tieular dlB^^i^ion of such ways, being made, accepted by 
the town, and recorded in the records of lands in suca 
town, and satisfaction made to the persons damnified, or 
the money deposited with the town treasurer for their 
use, ready to be paid to them when they apply for the 
nmci according to an estimation that shdl be made By 
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three judicious, disinterested freeholders, under oath, ap- 
pointed by a justice of the peacefor that purpose, or 
the bclcclmt;n and parties indatfted may agree : then 
ftucb ways 9bM be and remain m ibe um Ibr which they 
mrere laid out. 

$ U. l^rwntUd nevertkOe^ That if any peracm ahaU 
be aggrieved by any act of the selectmeiii in laying out 

any public or private way, or by the estimate of the dama- 
f^es, such aggrieved person may within eiy^ht nmnihs af- 
ter the same is laid out, apply to the county court in 
the county wherein auch town ia situated, for relief ; 
causing aaid aelectmen to be dtdjr cited to abew reaacn^ 
if any be» wbf such relief ahouM not be gnnted ; which 
oourtmay enquire of the same bya jury, if the agftneiFp* • 
cd party desire it, or by a commitite, and grant such re« 
lief as shall appear to said courL lo be just and rcasona- 
biCf either by discontinuing such highway, or private 
way, or altering the aamei or increasing tlie damages ; 
And tf it appear there waa joat cause of compldot^ the 
diarge arising therebjr^ and the increase of damageai if 
any be, shall be paid by the town or persci for whose 
such way is laid out ; l)ut if otherwise, said court may 
order said cost to be paid by the palty compLiiniogi and 
. give judgment, and grant execution accordingly. 

^ 15. And no highway, or private way^laid out by the 
aelectmen by virtue of ihia acC through any persona en- 
closure, who shall deelare himself aggrieved by laying oitt 
the «amc, shall be laid open, or occupied until the-cxpira- 
tion of twelve moiuhs after laying out such way, that Such 
persona may have opportunity to apply for relief as afore- 
aaid| and also have time to fence and secure their ea- 

. closures. ' 

§ 16. And biU further enacted^ That if the aelectmen 
of any town, upon appUcation> ahall neglect, br refuse to 
lay out such private ways aa may be neceasary for any 

inhabitants of such town, the county court is hereby em- 
powered, upon application, to cause such ways to be laid 
out as may appear necessary, in the same manner as 
public highwaya are by this act directed iQ^be laid outy 
;and order the cost of laying out the aame, and damagea 
austained by any persoo thereby, to be paid by the per* 
aous applyiug for such ways, if the same be for their use 
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dnly ; but if for the common use of the inhabitantSi tlieg 
to be paid by the town. 

§ ir. And each committee man employed in laying 
out highwsyB) shall be allowed for hittnelT, horse, and 
^lEpenteSt ' me doUAr dfnd Mriy^fifut cent*. > Sintutea Jt, /» 

J^UXin Edition to an ^< Act for providing, suketing^ 
regulating and mending Highways.'' 

^ 1 . Be it enact cd^ That the selectmen of the sev- 
eral towns be, and hereby are aulhorized, \fkh the appro- . 
batkm oFauch towns, to discontimie any^ pubHc highway* 
wrprttate way, which shali have been UW out byauelf 
aelectn^or thdrpiitdaaeisoiatecA aiid^iPaiif pei^ 
aon tiiall be aggriavad by the doiogs of aoy aalactmen, 
in discontinuing a highway, an appeal shall be allowed 
to the county court in the same manner and under the 
same regulations, as by law is provided far persons ag- 
grieved Iqr the doingaof adactencn'to laying out 

f 2. jMB^UJkrth^ ttmttdy That the eeveral'cMwff 

courts shall be, and hereby arc aiuthonzed and eTnp<r#* 
ered lo discontinue any highway which may have been 
Itiid out other that) by the selectmen as aforesaid, and 

/which may have become unnecessary for public ^se; 
'PttwMed^ That when any highway shafl be discontitmed 
In fitttwanceor tbia act» the aame ahall be thediapostrH 
wnd fbrthe bei^eit oPthecbrporatiM'Cr'peiMi tow^bonli 
the fee of the land belongs* upon which the^ iN^ad waft 
laid out. ' 

5 3. Be it further enacted^ That when the selerlmeA 
of any town shall neglect to keep in good and sufficient 
repair any public highway within auch town which it Si 
the duty of such town to mamtahi and repeirt it shall be 
the duty of the county court, upon complaint madet to 
order necessary rep^rS) and pjrant a warrant against the 
srlect-men of ihe town where such neglect is found, to 
coiiect the sums expended in ^uch repairs ; And it shall 
l>e the daily of the stale's attorneys and sheriiTs of their 
respective counties^^iomske complaint of any neglect as 

' ifo i Pe eaid f whieh maj^^oibe. to their khowledga. 

§ 4..i3e it/urther thaeieOf that the. count]^ oeortaui 
n 2 1 
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the respective counties, upon the etftahdishment bx them, 
of my higbwajTf shall direct wbcQ the same shaii be 
openedy and when the damages assessed shall be paid. 

An act passed in 1812 particularly directing' the pro* 
ceedings in cases whereifi juries are called lo re-assess 
damages in pursuance of the 12th and 14th sections of 
ibe statute to which the foregoing is in additioiii for whicb 
ace Suuut§ JS. i. ft. 380. 

And b]r an aa ia iiirtlier addition to .the same it is pro* 
vided That each town in this sute that shall repair 
their highways by a tax, shall have right to collect any 
tax laid for that purppsci of all non-resident proprietors 
in such town.*' Suuuus B. A 3di. 

An act directing the erection of Railings on bridges and 

highways in certain cases< 

Be it enacted, Ute. That the town, corporation> com- 
pany or person, which by law is obhged to maintain any 
bridge, road, or highway, shall erect and maintain a good 
and sufficient railing, or fence, on the sides of such 
bridgetand the sides of such parts of each road as are sa 
made or raised above the a«l|9ining ground as to endan- 
ger the safety of travellers ; and if it shall so happen that 
any person shall suffer any damage in his person or prop- 
erty, by reason of any want of, or defect in, any snci} 
railing or fence, such town, corporation, company or per- 
ffW shall pay to him, her or them who shall so suffer, 
double damages* Statute* i- fi* 38 1 . 

For the pvovisions bf law relating to the removal of 
Mcroaehments upon t^e highways, see tho title £n« 
cKoACHMENTs undcr the general title Skiectmek in 
j^n second. . « . 

INHABITANTS.// ■ '] 

' The admission and settlement of inhabitants in towns, 
and the regulations under which they shall gain legal 
haUtancy therein, so that in case of inability to support 
themselves and families, they shaU te mai ntaiiied at the 
charge of a town, are provided Ihr, Wri^ fmcnbed m 
fallowing statute entitled 
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An«et. for the admawioD of inhabitaoU ia towoa^ loui far 
-premtiag charge on acooani of wch «• arc admUted 

§ I. «V enacted^ istc. That no person who is not an 
inhabitant of this state, or of my of the United States, 
vho may come to reside in any town In this state, shall 
gain a le^al settlement in such town, unless admitted 
by vote of the inhabitants of such town, or by consent of 
the civil authority in, ^nd selectmtn of such town, or 
unless such person shall be appointed tO| and execute 
Some public office. 

§ 2. Be it further enactedy That no person Who is ail 
inhabitant of any of the United States (this state except^ 
ed) who may come reside in any town m this stale^ 
dhvll gain a ^legal setftrai^t thereiot imless he have 
some one of the requisites enumerated in the prece- 
ding paragraph, or unless he shall have been possessed, 
in his own right in fei:, of a real estate of the value of 
three hundred and Mrty^our daHare^ during his confina^ 
ance there $ but such person not having gained a settle- 
ment as' aforesaid, if the selectmen judge he is likely tm 
become chargeable to such town, may be removed to the 
place of his legal settlement, as is hereafter in liiis act 
provided. 

^ 3. Be it further enactedj That no inhabitant of any 
town in this state siiall gain a legal settlement in any oth« 
er {own in this statef unless- he have some one of die 
requisites enumerated in the first paragraph of this act, or 

unless he shall have been possessed of a real estate of the 
value of one /iu?idred dollars in the town to whicli he may 
have removed, during his continuance therein, or unless 
he hath supported himself for the term of six yearsy agree* 
ablv to a subsequent provision in tht^ act. 

S ^. Be ii further enacted^ That any inbaUtant of any 
town in this state may remoTe with bh er her family, or 



self into any other town in this state, and continue there 
without being liable to be warned to depart, or to be re- 
moved therefrom, except in the case hereinafter provid- 
ed ; and ahaU gain a legal settlement in the town to which 
lib or alie laay iMite m ftmovedi incastf he tft abeahal 



if such person have no fa rail 
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iMldeiR fifeh tafm fbr tlie firil tcfm of 8*rtt yeai*s next 
from and alter his or lit r iirsat removal into such town ; 
and shall durihg the wooie of said term have supported 
llim or herself, and his or lier iBmiJyi if ^ch ptrso)i have 
a fiunilf at the time of such remi^val, or at any lime diir^ 
iag aaidteraii wittout bisi her^or tlveir becoming charge* 
iMe to auch town, or to the town that may by hw be Ita^ 
ble to charge ft» the support of tuch person and fttmily i 
but if any such [xiison shall at any time before the expira* 
tion of said term of six yeat s, become unable to support 
him or lierself and famtly, if any be, and become charge- 
able to the townr that may be lialde to charge for his^ hert 
or their support^ ia tfa«t case^ erery such peraoni with his*' 
or thehr familyr if tmy be, may be reaored to the place of 
his or her last legal settlenicnt, m the same manner as is 
hereafter provided in this act, icspeciing the removal of 
inhabitants of other towos. 

[^Remark, 2Vie firovihiwis of the foregoing section arc 
9^dtficd byf mn tuddUioitol aetjmised ai Ma^ wssionj 1 8 10| 6p 
KBhkh it U enacudf That no person who ia an inhabttafit 
any town ia tUs^statey shall in virtuPB of the six ycaiV res* 
idence in any pther town in this* state, mentioned in the 
Ibui ih section of the act to which this is in addilion, gain 
a legal setdement in the town to which he may have so re- 
moved, who shiA have neglected to^ pay any of the lawful 
Inam which may have arisea agdnst Mm^ while so reside 
logi within the time by law preaeribed for the payment 
thereof. And If any suah person shall, al any timer bcforor 
the expiration of said term of six years, and within the 
time by law prescribed for the paymtnl of such taxes, de- 
mand having been first made of him by the collector there- 
of) neglect or refuse to pay the same^ in that case every 
such person with b^s^o^hcr family, if any be, may bare* 
moved to the ^ee of bia or her laai legal settlconsnti. in 
the same mannev aa<in asid act is psorided.(&r the remow« 
al of iababilanLs of other states." Statutea JB, ii,fi. 34, SS.J 

§ 5. Be it further enacted^ That v, hen any inb^ibitant 
of any of the United States (this stale excepted) sliall come 
to reside in any town in this statOf tba civil aatbonty, <^ 
lbs mplor pant of them in aucb teMrn,.are hereby authori* 
^d, (upon the application of the aelactiMn) if Uioy jtidgff 
proper, b> warrant under their hands, directed loeiUterof 
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One constables of said lown, to order said person to be con- 
veyed to the state from whence he or she came ; and such 
constable on receiving^ said warrant> is hereby authorised 
to execute the same, and the expence thereof being liqui- 
dated and allowed by the selectmen of the town td which 
^ such constable belongs, shall be paid out of the treasury of 
such town. And also the expence of conveying an inhab- 
itant of this statC) as aforesaid, shall be liquidated, allowed* 
^sind paid in the same manner ; provided such person, in 
either case, has not gained a legal settlement as aforesaid. 

§ 6. Be it further enacted^ That the selectmen of any 
town be, and tliey are hereby authorized, either by them- 
selves, or by warrant from an assistant or justice of the 
peace, in such town, directed to either constable of suck 
town, which warrant such assistant or justice is here- 
by authorized to give, to warn any person, not an in- 
habitant of this state, to depart such town, and the person 
to warned shall forfeit and pay to the treasury of suck 
town, one dollar and sixty-seven cents per week for every 
week he or she shall continue in such town afier wariiinq: 
given as aforesaid ; and when any such person who shall 
be convicted of a breach of this act, in refusing to depart 
on warning as aforesaid, hath no estate to satisfy the fine., 
such person shall be whipped on the naked body, not ex- 
ceeding ten stripes, unless he or she depart the town vith- 
in ten days next after sentence given, and reside no more 
therein, without leave of Ike selectmen. Provided never- 
(helcssy that nothing contained^ in this paragraph, or the 
paragraph next preceding, shall be construed to affect ap: 
prentices under age, or servants bought for time. 

^ 7, Be it further enactedy That if any person not an 
inhabitant of this state, shall return after sending away as 
aforesaid, and abide in said town from whence sent, after 
warning given him to depart as aforesaid, he shall be 
whipped on the naked body, not exceeding ten stripe?^, and 
may again be sent away, and dealt with as aforesaid, as of- 
ten as ihere shall be occasion ; and the selectmen in the 
lespectiye towns are hereby empowered and directed to 
prosecute all breaches of this act. 

^ 8. Be it further enacted^ That if any inhabitant in any 
town, shall contrary to the intent of this act, entertain or 
hire any such person; not an inhabitant of this state, who 



•gliall cofme fe rcsft/ein sucli'to brlct any h<i^se or lanff 
to such person, unless such inhabitant shall first give se* 
"Ctirity to the acceptance of the authority and selectmen of . 
such town, to save said town from all expence that mi^ht 
be occasioned thereby ; such inhabitant shall forfeit anfl 
^ay to the treasury of such town, one d liar and sixty -Bcx^ett^ 
cents per week> for every week he or she shall harbor, en- 
tertain, hire, or let estate as aforesaid. 

§ 9. 2?(r it further enacted^ That any person who shall 
•bring into this state any poor or indigent person, and leavfe 
liim or her in any town within the same, of which town he 
lor she is not an inhabitant, such person so bringing in and 
leaving such poor and indigent person, shall forfeit and 
pay for every such person so brought in and left, the sum 
X){ sixty 'SfTven dollars, to be recovered in any court proper 
to try the same, and for the use of such town. 

§ \0. Be it further enacted. That whosoever shall enteP- . 
^in any person not an inhabitant of any town in this state, 
for the space of fourteen days, and the said person shall, . 
%f hen so entertained, be reduced by sickness, or otherwise, 
to necessitous circumstances, so as to need relief, the per* 
•aon so entertaining shall support and sustain the charge 
thereof, excepting only when he hath within the said four- 
teen days given sufficient notice thereof to the selectmen 
of the town in which such person is so entertained, ift 
ivhich case it shall be defrayed out of the public treasury of 
this state, by order of the govemoar and council (unices 
the person so entertained hath relations* who by law are 
liable for his support ;) and all expence that may be incur- 
red in the support of such person within the term of three 
months, from the time of his coming into such town, in 
case he shall withm tiie term of three months have been 
warned to depart said town, shall in like manner be defray- 
ed out of the public treasury of this state ; and all expenc-^ 
cs that may arise in support of such person sxibsequent to 
the said term of three months^ on account of sickness or 

* 7h^ degree of relationshifi Vfhich is here alluded to is ifi 
fined by the statute under the title Idiots, Statures B.^. fi. 383, 
and is as follovjs : Father or mother, grand fat f',cr or grand- 
mother, children or ^rand'Children ; if thr y are of sufficient 
ability'' 
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IamcTies8 which nhiSl b9ve comm?Bced within said 
term of three months, and which shall have coiuinued be- 
yond the said tcriii, lo such a c^ree as to render it unsafe 
tp remove such person, shall chiring the continuance of 
such sickness or lameness onlyi be defrajred out of itm 
puMic treasurf of this state ; and all subsequent exji^oov 
es shall be defrayed by aucb tpwn during hia continuiuicik 
therein. 

§ 11. Be it further enacted J That the several to\\ns.in 
this state shall be hoiden to support and maintain their re- 
spective inhabitants, whether living ^vithi^ the town ta 
which they belong, or to any other town in this aiatet wha 
may need relief; and any town which shall havei pursuant 
to the provisiona of this act| incurred expence in aupport- 
ing the inhabitafits of any other iown, shall have liberty, 
in addition to the provisions already made, lo bnng auy 
proper action at common law against the said town for 
the recovery of such expence. iStatutea M, i.p. 390, 

An act in regard to persona not inhabitants of this stat^ 
and their Siupport in 'case of sickness. 

5 I. Beit eiiacicd^ iD'c, That if any town in this atat» 
aball, after the firat day of January nex(» incur an expence 
in relieving or supporting a pevsoii an inliabitant of 
^y town in thb state, who baa had Ma home and resided 
in any town in this state during the six years next preced- 
ing the passing of this'act, without being chargt^ablc lo the 
state, such expence shail be paid or reirabuised from the 
treasury of the town, in wliich such resideoce sliall have 
been had ; unless such person abaU» after paaatng thta acti 
and before the relief afiqrded, have completed a reaidence 
of six. years together, in some other town, in the manner 
hereafter directed. 

^ 2. Be it further enacted^ That if any person, not an 
inhabitant of any town in this state, has commenced, or 
shall commence a residence in any town in this state, and 
shall ccn^picte the same to the term of six years together, 
having his home in such town for auch period, without be- 
ing chargeable tp the state or town, the expence ofrelieT* 
Ing and supporting such person, if he afterwards become 
chargeable to any town, shail be, ia every such case„paid 
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•r reimbursed from the treasury of the town in which suoh 
pt^rson, at the time of the relief afforded) ahatt Imve test 
iiad a hornet or resided aa afimaaitd. 

^ 3. Bt it JUrthtr ttmc$ed^ That the aeleetineaof anjr 
- tiawii info which a persoD, not an inhiihitam of any town in j 
this stJte, shall come to I'csiclc, may at any time within ■ 
six 5'eais from the comii such person into their town, 
remove such person to the town in which he shall have 
last rtsided and had lua-home. as is before prawided in tWi 
act ; and for that {rarpoae, such aekctmen are hensby wi» 
thortattd to (Minnie my of the m e ana alread]^: provided 
law for the ttm&9A of petaona^ not ^iohabitaBtawT ihle 
state. S§atuteB £, jj.fi, 109. • > ^ 

' It has been determined by the Superior Court, Wilsou v'. 
Hinckltifj county of Tolland, January Term, 1787, Kirby^^ 
Jttfiart$^ fu 202, That an Indimn wmmf a natire of tht^ 
eonmry mwrried to a. maii» who waa alao m Mtire of tbtf 
land) vaA born of an AdKiw^i'^atroaMMry fmght ^am a lei^at 
aetdementby one year's residence (as the atatbte IhtA 
was) as to charge the town where the re^udence wm 
had. 

In the case Jokrmn v. Hiauingioriy Supreme Court of 
Errors, 1 804^ it waa deterodaed thai ^ A womn beiongp* 
. ini^ to dne ttatef married to«ao iiihifebitaaft of Mother atate^ 
may gaki a ^itement t/^ wamti^U vmd. 

Also, in the same case, that " A lunatic, needing sup* 
po\ I, may be i eniov tid to the town where she has a settle* 
meat, although she? has a reversionary estate in fee to the 
Xb'HU whci:s she resides* Hefi. V. i./i. 212. - ' 



JUROBS. 

An act for providing and regulating of Jurors in ci?il 

actions. , ' 

.§1. Be it eimcttd^ is^c. That the civil authority, stkct- 
men, constahies, and grand-jurymen, in the several lo^v ns 
bereaftcr m this act nam«;d|. ahaii iUMitMsttme in %Ue m/oo^^ 
of January, annuaUy> meet logctbery .and when w HHal 
ah^U choosei to serve as juryman in the 9eveniKavpftVt>» 
or and county courtsi io that county to ytiikh mch ipwiw 
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respectively belong, sQch a niimber oi ihcir able judicious 
freeholders as is herealier in this act prescribed ; each of 
^vhich freeholders shall have a freehold estatCi rated iiv 
the general list at nine dollars^ or more. ^ 
^;.r^3..Aiid that in eaeh of «ud towns hereafter Mmtd' 
lte«.^b«ll be-a box piovided at the coat of - the towD^' 
Irith a lock to it, and lodged in tfae town derk'a blnidt 
and when the jurymen arc chosen as aforesaid, the town 
clerk shall write each man's name so nominated on a 
piece of paper by itself, and put the several names so writ- 
titn, in theaaid boxt and beep tbe aame locked in bi« hands^ 
tlHKt the • said names taay be drawn aa hereafter provided. 

^Z. BeAt trnxitd^ That some convenient time before 
the sitting of the aforesaid courts, the clerk of the an*- 
perior and respective county courts in this state, shall is- 
sue out warrants, directed to either of the constables of* 
the several towns hereafter named, or to some of them iu 
the county in which the eourt is to be held, to summoa- 
nnd warn so many able, judicious and lawful freeholders 
of ^Ij^lf ^9 wanrant directs, to attend and serr e 
09 jiMM^^wsueh court ; and the jurors of the superior 
court shall be sommoned to attend at two of the clock on 
the first day of the sessions of said court ; and the jurors 
of the county courts shall be summoned to attend at eight 
of the clock en the third day of the sessions of said court. 
And when any constable shall ree^ive any such wsn^nty 
to summoR'abj^ certain number of jurymen to attend, and 
sertre sis suehit any of the s^d courts, he shall repair to 
ihe town clerk, and in his presence (or in his absence, in 
the presence of one of the selectmen of such town, or a 
justice of the peace) draw out of the box aforesaid, the 
number his warrant directs him to summon, without seer 
log the names he drawsf before he drawa them $ and hav« 
so done, shall then proceed to sfiamoii those men for , 
jurymen whose iiames be has so drawn. 

$ 4. But if an/ or all the men whose names are thus • 
drawn, be ai the time either from home or sick, or other* 
wise unavoidubly hindered from attending such court, his 
or their name or names shall be returned into said box, 
and others lii his or their room, dl^awit and aummoned in 
manMralbiessi^ Mit^^ii^ 

return of his werrtmt ^nto tke ilfeVk that granted the same, 



Digitized by' 



40. 



dCNnmonedi for the purpose eibtaitM : iki fmii^litirt^eiy 

equitable failing pf Ms duty th^reiny shall forfett tnd pa7 

unto the county trcsurer, for iht use of the county, a fine 
not cxceedini* /fv dallars^ at the discretion of the judges 
of the court) unless such constable shall seasoaably make 
his excise to the accf^ptance of said court. 
, §5. BcUfutthcrenaaedf Thaiifany iurjfsuttfCboMfio 
4rawii» md trnnniioiiej as aforesaid, shall mmke defaiilt of 
appearance aeeording to the directions of such warrant* Ke 
sjiall forfeit and pay to the treasurer of the county wherein 
lie dwells, the sum of t^o dollars!^ unless the court on hear- 
ing tUe excuses made .on his bebsi^sbail judge them suffix 
dent, . , . , * . * 

$.6. A9d the ttcftmi towns hereafter named ^sbe^ 
C^koose the Aumber of jurymen to each town an&exed t 

XRetnark. The /tUowiag table Ja made conformable to {h^ 
fyre^eni exUiing lam reguloHng the number Jurymen in 
the several tawm.'] ' 



IlAnTFOJin,' 

Bcriint 
Bristol, 

Canton, 



13 East-Havenf 
7 Meriden, 
4 Middlebttfy^ 
4 Milford, 
4 North*Haven| 



East-IIartford, 12 Oxford, 
East Windsor, 12 Southbury, 



Enfield, 
Farmington, 
Glastenburjri 
Gnmbjr, 
Hartlandi 
Marlboroughf 
SouthingtODi 
Suffield, - 
Simsbury, 
Wetherafieldi 
Windsor! 

liranford, 
Cheshire! 



10 Walllngford, 
10 Waterbury, 
12 Woodbri<^e, 
9 W<^cott, 

5 Nsir-I^oynov, 15 Redding^ 

6 Norwkh, 1 5 Ridgefield, 



S Stonington, ^ • , 

8 Waurtedf ^ 

20 Dnbury, 
t Brookfldd, 

8 Greenwich, 
12 Huntington, 
20 New-Canaan, 
12 New-Fairfield, 
12 Newtown, 
8 Nanrslk, 



7 Bozrah, 
10 Colchester, 

7 Franklin, 
20 Groton,* 
12 Lisbon, 
f 0 Lyme, 

20 Montville, 



6 Stamford, 

1 5 Stratford, 
8 Sherman, 

16 Trumbuii, 
. 8 Weston, 
30*W11t<m, 

8 Wind:^ iM, 



12 N. Stonington, lo Ashford, 
12 Presto^ 18 Brooklyn, 



6 

is 
ti 
'4 

18 

9 

a 

14 

1« 

10 
10 
10 

5 

4 

12 

a 
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tARt /I] -i Jurors. 51 

Canterbury, 12 Cornwalli JO MiDdletown, 2S 

Columbia, . 5 Goshen, 10 Chatham, If 

Ilarppton, : 8 Harwiugton, 8 Durham, 21 

Jli;iing]yi . 8 Kent, 6 East Haddam, 2G> 

Lebanon, 12 Ncvv-Harlford, 8 lladdam, 17 

Mansfidd, l^J New -Mil ford, 12 Killingworth, 17 

Plaiiifield, . 12 Norfolk, 8 Say brook, 2b 

Pomfret, , 10 Plymouth, Tolland, \^ 

Sleiling, . . 7 Roxbury, Bollon, lo 

Thompson, 7 Salisbury, 10 Coventry, 12 

VoJuntown, 10 Sharon, 10 Ellington, 10 

Woodslock, 8 Torrington, ; 8 Hebron, 12 

1-iTCHFiELD, 14 Warren, Somers, 12 

JBarlihamated, WashingloHi 8 Staflbrdi 12 

Bethlcm, . Watcrtown, 5 Union, i 

Canaan, 10 Winchester, 5 Vernon, 8 

Colebroofc, Woodbury, 7 Willington, 12 



§ 7. And if any of said towns shall neglect or refuse to 
fwovide such box, or the officers aforesaid shall neglect to 
choose such jurymen as herein provided, such town shall 
forfeit and pay to the treasurer of the county to which it 
belongs, the sum oS eight dollars^ to be recovered on infor- 
mation made by the slate aiiorney of that county to the 
county court ; in which trial no appecl shall be allowed. 
, § 8. ..^nd be it further enacted^ That if it shall so happen, 
.that a sufHcient number of jurors summoned as aforesaid, 
do not appear, or if by reason of challenges, or for other 
•cause, there shall not be a sufficient number of lawful meii 
to make up the pannd or panncls, ordered by the court tb 
attend the same, the court shall order the jury or juries, lo 
be made or filled up cf sny good and lawful freeholders ia 
the county, whose names shall be returned by the sheriff; 
and where the sheriff is concerned, or related to eiti)er of 
the parties in the case, by the constable, or such officer a^» 
the court shall appoint ; which jurors being so returned, 
ihull attend the service on ihe penalty above ordered to be 
inflicted on those who make default of appearance. 
7 §9, Be it further enacted^ That every constable that 
«hall summon such jurors as aforesaid, ^hall be allowed 
•therefor (save only fur return of such summons) the same 
fees for travel and serving, as arc by law allowed in pro- 
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cessM in oivil IMses ; to be.paid cmt V>r the eocmty' itieas^ 

miy of the respective counties where such persons arc f6 
attend the county courts ; and out of the state treasury 
.•when such jurors are summoned to attcad the superior 
' tourt. ^iatu^cs B. i.fi. 420, ^c. ' ' - ' - 

* A^tobtcqtieflt fittitote, in additon to dife fitregomg, «fltr 
«ptoinduig «tiKing other ihingt \hm( thc'compensedmi to. 
jurori ft^all be wenty^five cent^ to tkcb juror for the tnaf 
,of e&ch cause, chril or crimmal ; whether such jator be 
.impanncUcd in the trial or nut, j)i ovitkd he be &uminonedf| 
aod actually attending ; to be puid by the clerks of the re- 
spective courts cut of tho jaftontes by them received ^ 
-court fees i> cmtcltf 

- ' ^ That ,irtieneverjlie tuanbal of the district of Comftedt^ 
Jcut shall repair to the toim clerk of any town wit it a 

facias, tor the purpose of drawing slM summoning ju* 
rors to attend any court of the United States, it shall be the 
duty of suvh town cki k, and in case of his absence, it shall 
,l>e the duty of a selectman of such town, or a justice of the 
.peacoy to give to said marshal access to the jury-box, for - 
ihoporpoae of drawini^the names of jiurbrS) and be prcs«- 
tnt at the daawiog thereof) inthe same manner ais the 
liftmdes in cases whefO coff stables repair to^such toMl 
clerks, for the purpose of drawing and summoning jtir 

rors." SiatuU's B, I. ft, 43 1 ; ifc. ' ' 

It was lieid by the Superior Court, in the case Gilbert v. 
Kidery in the County of Windham, November Term, 1 78 
•that To serve, as a ]mt>r is not * to execute an oflice,^ 
within the meianing of tlie statute) requiriog an oath of4P* 
deUty .to the states" KirbyU Itejiorts^ fi. \^4f. . 

MEETINGS. . ■ • 

Ati^ A^;t Tor preserving due Ord^^r in Town-Mecthvgs, 

Societ) -iMeetings, aiul in liic Miietings ui" other. Cgijar 
muiiiuts ; aad lor pieventii^g Tumults theieiu* . - 

m 

WHERRA8 the peace and good order of e^ntms^soneti^t 
afiUotker communities do very much de/itnd on their f.^act- 
ably and orderly carrying on and ?nanjgihg t/uir ajf uir^ 
. their nieeting^^ arid (heir .regularly /ircceedi/^g thcrei^i,^^ 
Therefore* ^ - - : . ' . . . 



I 
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, % § 1. BEit enacted i^c. That when any town, society of 
proprietors nieeling, or the meelinpj of any other com* 
tnuuity is lawfully assembled, if any person or persons 
whatsoever, shall in such meeting or assembly, by tumul- 
tuous noise, quarreling, or by any unlawful act, disturb 
stich meetir.:;^, or hinder the members thereof from pro»- 
<;eeding in an orderly and peaceable manner to the choice 
of their moderator, or after the choice of such moderator, 
shall vilify or abuse him, or interrupt him in the discharge 
of his trust ; or after he hath commanded silence in such 
meeting, shall speak in the meetinp; to the disturbance ol* 
U|C« business of the meeting, without the moderator's 
reave first had and obtained, (unless it be to ask reasona- 
ble liberty to speak) such person or persons so offending 
in any of the particulars above mentioned, contrary to the 
iutent of this act, shall for every such offence forfeit and 
pay a fine of eighty-f^nr cents to the treasurer of the town 
where the offence is committed. 

. § 2. All offences against this act to be heard and dcter- 
iiiincd by any one assistant or justice of the peace ; unless 
the offence be aggravated by some notorious breach of 
peace : in which case the ofi'endcrs shall be bound over by 
such assistant or justice, to the next county court, to an- • 
swer for such offence : Which court may impose such 
fme as the aggravations of the offence, in their judgment 
deserves ; not exceeding thirtxj-four dollars, * 
• § 3. And that no such meeting shall be adjourned, but 
by the major part of the members present.~'?/arwre B. u 
it. 492. 

An Act in addition to tlie Statute entitled " An Act for 
preserving due Order in Town Meetings, Society Mect- 
ings> and in the Meetings of oti.er Communities, and 
for the preventing Tumults therein.'* 

BE it enacted i^c. That it shall be in the power of the 
moderator of any town meeting, society meeting, propri- 
etors' meeting, or of any meeting of any other cofUmunity . 
lawfully assembled, and of the presiding officer of any 
freeman's meeting whenever any disorders are committed 
in the meeting punishable by law and the offender or of- 
fenders shall refuse to submit to his lawful authority, to 
order any sheriff^ deputy sheriff, or constable to take t!:c 

B 3 
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■liwuUir 4ir offeiiders iiiCa ondodjr Md .to hold him . m 
ikM in tumodjf ud if Aoctnaf f to fiuiev^fbini or 
Mid me^iQK uiitil^.or iSk/cf shftU coofliim' to 

dert or if need be until toeh meeting be closedt and there^ 
upon such sheriff, deputy sheriEF or constable shall have 
ftill power to command all necessary assisia?ice, of suita* 
blc persons to aid him thi^ein as in other cases hei&^ui* 
Ikorited to do in cooaervioj^ the peace and siippressin|^ 
«tet9» imd my P«|^Qft to commanded to aamti ahall hi 
case of refiisalt beuabk to. tlie tame penalty as in other 
ca^es he is liable to for refusing to assist sheriffs and corv 
stables in the execution of their respectlYc offices. Pro- 
"vidtd nevertheless that no person so commanded to assi^ 
A9ii be deprived Qi hi3 right of acting m tlus^hoaiiios^ of 
aiieli' meeting nortlw offender or e&nderSf .any (Miger 
than* he shall oobtinue i» refuse to confarm to o rd er ^.-i n 



Extract from an' act for forming and conducting the v^t^^ 

tary force of ihii SLait. ' ' r ' 

. $ d3* MdM it furihet tfmi^ That whencfe^ wr 
flddler shall be unable to* equip himself with- arms and a^ 

coutrements required by law, a certificate from two of the 
civil authority of the town to which he belongs shall be 
aui^cieat evidence to the commatKlinp; officer of the com- 
Jfmkf oCsnch inability^ which certihcate beitig mad«r> no 
cwoidon shall beue against him for any fine which magr 
li^^ bom im|iMld'fer any such deficiency; And in eveiy 
'andt case it shall be the duty* of the sdc ctin e n of tfai» 
town to provide such soldier with arms, and the whole or 
eny part of such accoutrements as may be necessary, whh- 
in forty days after such certificate shall be shewn thenii 
• and in de&ult tbejreof, the aaUl commanding officer shaltt 
i^binriffoial fifacityi b»ve<H^ of . natiai|;a«ai|M each 
aoloftmon or any of tbem, to. reco?er the vriue tfterooC;; 
any one asaistmit c^justice of the peace to hear and deter- 
mine the same, and grant execution thereon ; and in such 
^ase no appeal shall be allowed. And the commanding 

office sbjOl (b^rcupoo, witib^iut dciayt yrovul^ such^iaaa 
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and accoylr^mentSy and they shaU bt the property of such 
feitven ; and aii ams belonging to the town shall , by the 
^muvuindiog. officer of the «oiB|MA]rt b« deposited in suob , 
frf«a*ia»te oiaf .tbiBk'piisp^ ta feMly for* such sot* 
dim itifbr thB^^lkse hmagf wcmf bsmaUetocquip them* 
selves ;'^nd such officer^ sh«Il be Itehlc to pay thtnAx^ if 
lost through.lus neglect, ^tacuita M* i.fi^ SlOt- • 

- \, . . MINISTERS. * 

Towns ate for certain purposes tdentiftsd with seeiedes^/' « 

as IS explained by the foUowinf» case, cited. ' / 
* In the case nundngcon^is'c .\ . Car/icntcr^ Superior CoUl4| 
county of New-London} March Term, 1786, it wasobeerv- 
ied by the court, that " the inhabitants of each town in this 
Blatet (not divided into societies} are by law a coirporatioti 
for the purpose of supporlii^ public worsbipt and ihe 
gospel ministry, as well as for civil purposes ; ind In their 
corporate capacity, have power to rtceive and hold estates 
real and personal, fur said uses, and to call and ^^ule min« 
isters, build meeting-houses, £cc. 

The name and description by which they i ^^ctlve es- 
'tates^^SAdtmnsact business in their eccle^iastica! capaat^i 
jbi the sam&tv w4t, TheinhMfaimqf ihetmm^yWc. 
'::i\}Vihm part of itfan inbaUums oFsuebtowa aw eMili* 
Allied a new wid ^ittinet sooietyy the rennSiiins i&faaMi- 
-ants are considered for ecclei>iaatical purpose* as the same 
corporation, havinp^ continuance and succession, by the 
name of t he j^r^^ society vfhxch before existed hy the name 
ntX-^thmiuktMtamM o/iheiawm .end as holding tlie meet- 
"ingi^evset and all oihmr eMtes tliat ibe iidMbimtsof snoii 
toWEni<feMVed|.iiiqQmdi'n*dheidy Ibreiif oEtkfense^for 
which societies are censiitittocl y and^s boondktoper f e n n 
aU the contracts and agreements made by the inhabitants 
o£ suck town, with the minister for his support, or respect* 
ing any other mtter pcp^c? la a societf. . Jjr^y's i^* 

iks AcHbrdM^ Se t ilste nt , Snypert^ end En em w nBe ffliMt 

t .^'flifr Ministers; and for the weil^ord^rlng Estates giyw 
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^ \. BE it enacted^ UTc. That the inhabitsoiU of 
town or 8oci<;tx, coaidtuied bjr tUifi Msembly> wbp . 
•teU be present at a town or aodetjr meetings, legdly .er^ra^ 
^ shall iiave power by the najar vote of (bote so wamtgA€t 

epit and sttlle a minister or . ministers among them, ouod. 

to provide for bis or their support and maiiueaance. , 

§ 2. Provided, That no ptrson be allowed to vote in anjt 
such affairs, unless such person or persons have a fr^cliold, 
in the same tow^r society, rated at nine dollars or ope 
hundred and pik^l^bm.dQ^ra in tbb common iibj^^ or 4rc^ 
persons of fail agei anoln fu}l communion with the c^uirc^* 
in the said townror society. - 

' § 3. That ihe >minister or ministei s which have been, oc 
bhili be so called and seiiltd, shall be. die lUinU^r pr 0ijii^<2i 
istevs of buch tovm or society. 

§ 1^. And all agreements which have beenf or shaU 
made 1^ the mator part of the inhabitants of socb .to\yii or 
society, qualifiedand met as aforesatdi with si^cfa miobtecL 
or ministers, respecting his or their aettleofienl and maiiv^ 
tenance, shall be binding and obligatory on all the inhabil^ 
anis of such town or society so agreeing, and on their suo 
cessoi's>aQCordiug to the true intents and purposes Abfmf^ 

^ f 5« That the several towns wherein there is bnt 4Mr 
ecclesiastical society, and the'^seTeral soetettes aforcsa^ 

within this state, shall pay unto their respective ministers 
for the time being, who dispense the gospel therein, and 
a?e, or shall be according to the laws of this state, settled 
or called to preach among them, annually, the stvercU, 
^uflos or payments agreed upon between them, as nforo^ . 
aaid> aceording to the true, intent anit meaning ofsuclp. 
agreemontSf both for the specie,* and valuation tfaereoC ili 
§6. And that all such towns and societies, by thetr 
proper votes or acts, shall annually take care to grant a 
tax for the purpose aforesaid, to be levied on their several 
40bi^bitants according to their respective list, in the com- 
,«oali§t or.liflt% ofxhe passoiia.aiK) astates o^said in^lp 

* 7%e fwrd specie,** a» used in tmr ancient 9Muie9 am 

records^ meant specific articlea of ficrsonal firofierty^ which 
'Were Co be.paid in fulfilment of a contract^ or in satisfaction 

Sf a claim. TA€9C Wfe,cm»mljf tUefirgd^ ^ ^farnki 
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ants i wliich lihall be collected by sucli person or persons 
as such towns or societks shuU aimualiy. chao2»e m»A aj}- 
^ |ioint for that end. ' ^ / ^ 

§ 7« And tbe seiedmeti of soch tdlplist fti^ ^be coi^h ^ 
liftmee of such sodettea ar^ herd); required to take all ' 
proper care in their respective precincts, that such ratct ' 
or taxes be granL<:d and collected as afores^Ui fui Uie i>un- 
port of their mmister. 

> ^ 8.^ And when any such rate or tax is granted and 
pxiAz% as aforestidy the said select-men or committee ah«U' 
af^^ some asnstaat or justice of the peace in the aafne 
* Gountf » for a writ or wanranti dti^cted to the coDector of 
Gotleii^ra'ctioaeAt and appointed td collect such rate or X%x^ 
etiabling and rcquirinp^ him or them to iL-vy and collect 
the same : wiiich assi^caut or justice shtUH^^'th With pro- 
ceed to grant out said writ/ ' [ '- '-f '^'' ' *^ 

$ 9. And every such collector oi^' electors shall wilk 
cMiVeoient sp^ed, levjr and collect every such rate com«, 
iMtted lb him or them : tbe whole of which they shall do^ 
alld pay unto the sdid minister or ministers within two 
months after thfe' yearly salary is become (lue» for ilic pay- 
ment of which such rate or tax is or shall be granted. 

Jhvaxjs Provided^ That if any person or persons shall 
be assessed wrongfully, or moit than his or their propor- 
ttonj ihe^ shall have' remedy by the county court of the 
aoiiie'ebiihty whereto he or they belong, upon proof mad^ 
tfieteoC' ■ ;^ * y " 

" § 10. And if at any time the Sviid two months sha^ll 
expired, and run out, and such minister hath not received 
Jus salury for the year then past ; the selectmen cf such 
town and the commiUees of such societies where such 
neglects or deteijs* shall happen, shall forthwith take out a 
distftsa upon suCh negligent collector or collectors who 
sbalf have collected -such rate,' directed to the sheriiP of 
il\e county, or constable of the to wn, signed by an assist- 
iiiit or justice of the peace ; who are enipowefrtd to grant 
the same, to ievy huch part of such rale as then remains 
unpaid} to such minister, out of the estate ofsucl^ collec- 
tor or collectors ; Wfaitii the said sheriff or con^able shall 
fottliwitli protecifto dio; and pay ti^e same unto such min-^ 

.1, "^f ' v:; •• ^ - ^ ; 
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$11. That if mf of the selectmen or bommUteet afore^ 
9$iidf skaA ne^kct their daij ift not taking out a dtstreas 

as aforesaid, upon the collector or collectors as afpreaaid* 

such part of llu* said rate rem:iinini>; unpaid, shall be puid 
by bucli stkt linen or committee sj neglecting, logcihtF 
wiiii a fine oi un dQUan to the county treasury foi* evqrj^ 
such neglect. 

$ t2. Ail which shall be recoyered by action brot^bt 
Ih* sClste^s aturfoef I tor the county court in the aame^ gqiuh . 
ty ; and no apperi shall be ^nt^A in such case.' 

' 13. And in case any such towa or society shall neg- 
lect to choose and appoint a collector or coilcciors, 
aforesaid, any one assistant or jus^ce of the peace, next 
residing ta 'such-town or society .shall, and he is hercbjp, 
authorised to sppoint and empower by his warrooti aiicli 
collector or cdlectors for the purpose aforesaid. . ^ 

% \ IT. And* wfael-e any town or socii^ty Within this state^ 
shsll have made no agreement with their minister or rain ^ 
isters for the sum <'f their yearly maintenance, and such 
minister or miuisters do find him or themselves aggriev- 
ed by too scanty allowance every such mmiste^: nu^king ap- 
plication to the general assemblyt shall by said assembJjr^ 
feave ordered tmto him or them a suitable and sufficieut 
WHuntenance to be giviefn him or them by the inhabitants'^ 
the town or society whereto be or they Ixlong. 

§ 15. And that if any town or scciety shall ue for any' 
yei»r or years without a minister preachiae: the gosptl to. . 
them, such town or society shall in the said year or years 
pay such Eum or payment as the general court shall ap^ 
point) of which payment or payments the collectQr or.i^-^ 
kctors who shaH collect the same shall make certificate to^ 
the next* cOunty court of that county, which court shall 
ijispose of and improve the said sums for the use of th» 
ministtry in the tovpn or society where it is collected as 
sor;n as opportunity may be had f^r it according to tha 
discretion of the court. . . 

f 1 6/ AndwAereM there httve been dherd grdnt9^ dpneOkmi 
Of eeqUeetratim ^ tands^ mome9 or other eetat^B or fnStre$t9%^ 
made for Hie tt9e and mp/iort of the ndniBtry^ settled and 
tuhlkhed by the laiva of ilis state^ by ineai^s whereof in sun-j 
dry of the towis and sQciciia in tUs statc^ then arc consider* 
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iVJU^.f) MuiiST^Ww lit 

and iuff/iort qf Jkt mhdHry thertin seUUdt or thti 6$ 

settled aa ofwreaaid. . " i 

And whereaB it is convenient that mitable firovision be 
made Jbr fhe taking care of^ and imfiroving such rstateayfor 
the end deaigntd in granting^ giving or uqm^t^ring thg 

' Me itjuriher enac^ Thftt vfam tfaert' m- apy htidsf 
ifi^ier, or other estates granted, given, or 'aequeatere^f 

according to ancient custom, usBgc or practice, or shall 
hereafter be given, granted or sequestered for the use and 
support of 9U(ih ministry, in any town or society in this 
state, then and in everf..8|Kji caset the seleamcn iion tb» 
time being, of such torn where tliereLia but eoe ecclcsias* 
tWal ecKiei^ ; and the coomitteea for tbe time bekigi of 
metf^r^leai|stical societies ^s hare been, or shall be eim* 
stituted by this asseinbly ; or a committee appointed by 
such town or society (which committee they are hereby 
respectively empowered to that end to appoint) shall haye 
AiU^|>oWer and authority to demand, r^corer|Xeceive,.lak% 
^air^ «^ >nd improre idl such laods, moaiest or other cs». 

ose of sueb minialry aetOediio suclt 
timPctjFlBoefdy wfakh they respectively represent, aceor«^ 
ding to the true meaning, intent^ and design in such grants, 
donations or sequestrations contained, and for tiitir im- 
provement thereof, and of the increase, profits, and inter- 
est^ thereof , to be accountable, from time to time to su^ 
^trn or society 0they re&pscUvely represent *. ..v v ^ 
^ 3 4tvd)tikilt ntt:h ^eiectmeir m4 f^ovpgitUfi mayi^U^m^ 

0^ htuer to do ^id uiviee ; ' * ^ - > 
. Be it J^tHer imeiedy That the selectmen and comtnk* 
ti^ aforesaid or the major part of tlicm, shall and may 
make all proper and necessary contracts, and commence, 
prosecute and pursue all needful suits, actions andiOSUSGS 
ID the law, for the purpose and eod aforesaid. : 

^ JMi4i]iit>suchseIec^eQ and comm 
from tln^ ^ 4m sSBce^ eone in the room and stead 
of others I'tfRiApedl^^ death or otherwise, shall Nve the 
a^i*ne poWcr in their own names to act, appear, prosecute 
and pursue in and upon any contract, suit, action or cause, 
for or ^cQDceriuQg t^emsLter f^foresaidi asfull^ as those, 

« 
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nrhom tWcy sutceeded in the office aforesaid, mfght or 
could do' if they had not been removed as aforesaid. ' 

§ 19. Jind whereas divers of the societies qfuresazdj arc 
made^ cr 9mh wieties may be herctfier made and con^Hty^ 
ed qftwo or m^e adjoimnf icmmMf $9 tk^ifiori 4/* fnteM- 
mnu^the €oekiy Uiein Me irni^ and/mri in amther^ 

^nd whfrm9 by virtne of the grants, donoHtms, or ftetfue^^ 
tyatio?is afaresaidy such fiart of a society that live in one of 
the said adjoining (oftms^ have or may have lands^ vionies or 
other estates^ belonging to that fiart dUUnciJtom the rsU of 
$ke society^ for the use qforeowL 

t Mt it therrfm further^ enacted^ Tiiat auch psrti <^fl0d-. 
cUcs having soch distinct interestSy shaili ud ymt' meet 
among themselves, and from time to time act, order, and 
direct, respecting; such their distinct interests, for the t)%e 
aforesaid, according to the provision before in this act 
Biadc fur societies in regard to such interests. 

§ 20. A id .where any such parts of a society have not 
veady had any^ meetiiig, or formed themselves, they m^. 
Mid hcftby are directed to take the same method in fbrih* 
sniog themselves, at societies by law m dlrecfed Uf take, 
ill their first forming themselves to act : and being form- 
ed, may choose a clerk, who shall be sworn to a faithful 
discharge of his trust ; and also may choose a committee 
tflitafc^ care of and improve the interests aforesaidi fwr the 
use afmsaid : who shall have the same power and a^ithiMV 
ity, and be under the same regulation in thdlrasM lMilC ; 
as is given and provided by this act, to, and eoheernl^g 
* ► • ommittes of societies, respecting such interests. ^ 

2 1. And the said committee of such part of a society 
may warn meetings of the inhabitants of such parts, and 
appoint time an4 place for that purpose, or on their neg* 
^ leat or refusal the clerk of such part of a sodetfi on i^^- 
cation of any lEve inhabitants) may warn the same by set* 
ting up a warning for that purpose, in some proper place 
or places, within the limits of such part of a society. In 
which meetings the iniiai^itants may proceed to act in 
any matters proper tor tlicm to act in. 

Provided ahvays^ That no meeting mentioned in this 
act* he held withhi less than five days after wamhug given, 
O^fOt «p as aforesaid ; and that no person foe alloMd to 
voft or act in any meeting of any town^ society/ or part 
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i>f a society, in" tlie matters aforesaid, not qualified as be« 
fore in this act is provided, or that doth not belong to, or 
pay towards the maintenance of that ministry for the sup- 
port whereof such interests have been, or shall be granted, 
given, or sequestered, as aforesaid ; any thing before in 
ihis act to the contrary in any wise notwithstanding. — 
, JStatutes B. J,p, 522, ^c. 

OATHS. 



« N 



• » 



*r. • • • • For the Fretmm. 
« YOU A, B. being by the providence of God, an in- 
hal.ntant of this state of Connecticut, and now to be made 
free of the same, do swear by the name of the Everliving 
GOD, that you will be true and faithful to said state, and 
the constitution and government thereof, as a free and. 
.^independent state, and whensoever you shall be called to 
♦give your vote or suffrage touching any matter which con- 
,cerns this state, you shall give it as in your con3cience you 
.4^hall judge will conduce to the best good of the same, 
.without respect of persons or favour of any man. So 
■ /ic(/j you Gcd, ' 

1 * ■ • For Constables, * • *^ - w . 

. YOU A. B, swear by the everliving GOD, that for the 

.year ensuing, and until new be chosen and sworn, you will 
^ .'faithfully execute the place and office of constable, for and 

.within the town of //. and the limiis thtreof ; and that you 

will endeavour to preserve the public peace of the said 
' place and this state ; and will do your best endeavours to 

'see all watches and wards executed and duly attended ; 

and obey and execute all lawful commands and warrants 

that come from any magistrate or magistrates, justice of 

- the peace, or court ; and execute all such orders of court 

- as ahall be committed to your care according to your best 

• skill. So help you God. .... * . . ^ ' 

. • . 

-* • * ' For Town Clerks. 

YOU A, B, being chosen and appointed to be town- 

• clerk or register of the town of H, do swear that you will 

• truly and faithfully attend and execute the place and office 
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of a town-elerk for tlic said town of J^. according to your 
best skill ; and make true entries of all such grants, 
deedt of or of gift, town votes, moitgages and alien- 
tdoos (mr (Btpositions of land as shall be com|ilete4 f^AOff^ 
Ing to hvr; and of nU birtbai deathi am} x»aYariag|(a ^|iid 
ef all other writings and agreements as shall be brought ta 
you to record ; and you wHI deliver true copies of the i*c- 
cordsin your hands when they shall be required of yoy^ 
taluDg ooly yoor lawftd fees. So hclfi y<m God. * ' 

You j1. B, being chosen and appointed to be packer 

beef| pork and other goods^ foe the .town of H. d0 

iweai*! that you viftweH and troly pack aB;bfel^. p Mili » 

Md other goods. aii4 comiobdhiei «dieii.>yM ehill-4itl> 
thereto required ; that you will pack no kind of goods ^ 

provisions but such as are good, soundvsortablc and nterw 
chantable, nor in any cask that is not full gusge ; ajj^ th^ 
you will set your own particular mark upon all canTpacli-^ 
•d by you y and all things proper to your place and.offiifr. 
^.padEtTf yott shall faithfully perlbim «ad4iiahM^4i«^ 
osrding to yolir beii Iddll^ judgnmt wbA. nmmmm ■ 
So heifi you God. . . - ,o..i 

For fence vienvera^ leather' sealers y^agersy sealers of weigtts 
Mtud mauures^ listers^ tyiMng-men^mrveyorM of higiauays^- 
attrvryart md fiackero qf utmceo^ Agywards, umm^^ri^ 
' wter^soeuiytriNmarerOfMemeng^ 
ersi derks tfjht ommpto qf sheefi^ md^gnoHifiirmiis^t^- 
iniitads mutandis. • • - f *r. j/t 

YOU swear that you Will diligently and faithfully per*- 
ibmif discharge) aud execute th^ office of withiii 
the Umita whereto you are appointed for the year ensuingt 

and until another be chosen in your place and sworn ; and 
that in all the particulars mentioned in the laws whereto 
your office hath relation, you will do therein impartia^f . 
nccavding to.laWf witbout fear or favour. 

• * , - • J" • 

* M. • 
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' : J ^ r r PA»TliES IN sum. 

Jte Airt for enabling Communi ties to maintaiiH recQVeri 
^' '«i|fl a^ud their common rigiitS) estatea^aiid ini«n;af;fi« ^ 

I, Be u emcudf i:fc. That it shall and may be law* 
ftil| fof(^U'wd every town, trustees fi^r achoolSf proprietors 
if cdmmon , and .undivided landsi griiiitSt snd oHier es^r^ 
aod interest* and all other lawful societies or commtmities 

whatever) to sue, commence and prosecute any suits or ae-^ 
tions, forth e maintaining, recovery, or defence of their 
gfarhtWj interests and estates, in zny court proper to try 
the same ; and to appear either by themselves, agents, or 
attor^hies ; and in like manner to defend in all suits and 
gSlioii#9 as>i^aU b<l broii^ or conuueoced agaiust them.^ 
^ And^wfaen imy such ttfwh, trustees, proprietorSf ^ 
sMfltf as ilHMMdy ihdil be sued, tt shaH be sufficient no-: 
tlce for them to appearand answer, to leave a true and at-' 
ttfeted copy of the writ or summons, containing ^uch suit of 
action, with their clerk, or tither of the selectmen or coni" 
s^tee men, twelve days before the sitting of th^ cour( 
where the eaSe Is to be h^rd j as in other actions iji pro* 
Iridcd* S$aMe9B. i.fi.lM, 

tvln sn action where a town is plaintiff, amember of thai 
t|>wn may serve the Writ, Root's Refi. i. p. \75, 

'if the ofllcer, or indifferent person, who serves the writ, 
g^e iK)nds of prosecution thereon when it issues,, and is 
lite oAiyi setiirity tbereon ^t the time of servicci the «erv* 

ice is nevertheless sufficient, Jbid^ 328} 356. 

» * •» * ' ' 

fit 1 -tf ' - 

. . . . - ' POOR. ' 
£^<>'Ail*'Act*fiMr fnynt^ing and supporting the Poor. 

emc$€dt^. That each town in fUs state sksU 
take care of, supppirt and miiimajiii - ^ 

$ And i^ji^ sdcctmen for the time belngt or overseers 
of the poor, (when any such are chosen) shall hiive full 
power to expend or disburse out of the town stock or 
treasury, ivhat they shall judge meet and necessary from 
time to time, for the relief, supply and support of any of 
^ fHM>r belwgiai^ t8 their ipWRf so far us to tho aWMiiit; 
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seventeen drJlars : and if more be needful, the s'rfid ie-' 
lectraen or overseerSf or the major part of them shall/ 
wrixh the advice of the authoritjr of that town, (!f' anf' 
tktirete) exp«tid»ind disburse ,wbat shall- be bj 4hinii 
jii4ftd^«a4fal foe theidtt^ ^ ^ 

, § S. And in ease there be none of the civil authority ia 
any town, the scitclmcn, or overseers aforL-saicl, of such 
town) may act as fully as if they had such atlvice iu the 
case aforesaid, for the relief of the poor, and fgr the 
plying xkus^oif or any of ibem wit^i vkiuiUs, clocbiaf t 
WQodior'atiy olber thing neccaiafj ibi; their support or 
sabtfstence* 

• $ 4, And if any selectman, or orerseer of the poor, do 
neglect or refuse to give a jusl account upon oath of what 
lie hath expended as aforesaid, and of what of the town's 
^tock or money is in his custody, upon ten days warning;'^ ' 
before an as^stant or justice of the peace, when called to 
it by the town) and return what is Dot expended, to and i 
fat the use aforesaid, to the towni he or they shall be; i 
committed by an assistant or justice of the peaee^ to tW ' 
goal, there to remain at his or their own charge and cost:, 
tintil he or they shall give sucb account, and make return 
ai aforesaid. ' * ' • * * ' I 

$ 5/ That if any poor person or persons "who have h ad, 
or shall have relief or supplies from any towpi shall sufier 
their children to live idly) or mispend their time in 
tering, and neglect to lirin^ them up or employ thenv# 
some honest callings which may be profitable to thtro- 
selves and the public ; or if thtrc siiall be at any time any 
fiimily that cannot, or do not provide competently for 
their children, whereby they are exposed to want or cH- 
tremity ; or if there be any poor children in any such to^vn 
that live Jdlyi or are^ exposed to want and . distress^ and 
there are none to talte' care df thenii it shall and may be 
lawful for the selectmen or overseers of the p0Q|* m EUull 
town, and they are hereby empowered and directed^ with 
the assent of the next assistant or justice of the peace, lo 
bind qut any and evf^ry such poor child or children, 4>$« 
longing to such town, to be apprentices or servants) irfaiera 
they shall see convenient ; a male child till he comes to 
the age of twenty -one years, and a female till she comes 
to the age of eighteen \ which binduig shall be as effectual 
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to all intents and purposes as iFanf flacli child were of 

full agci and indenture: of covenant had bound him or,^ 

W relation to binding poor children bf selectmen, see 
a case cited under the particular title CuiLDa&Nf gCQOral 
dtle Selectmen in the second part. 
' ^ Fdr the laws relative to the soppoit StATB pAHMIe^ 
Mie- tbe^ttOb flccEMiH^ in the praiert ' ^ 

An act authorising the several towns in this stete to 't^ 
' * * ' * tablbh Asylums for the Poor. * , 

Be it enaeudyVfc, Th|Kt the seveml towns in ttus ttfitej 

pr any two or more towns, by their agents appointed for 
that purpose^ be, and they are hereby authorised and cm^ 
powered to establish asylums for the admission of such 
to^jsi.fOQVf or oiher destitute persons^ as nuiy be judged 
proj^er imd to oHbin and establish such by-laws as may 
be pt^per, j^ative to the jpersona to be admitted into sucft 
hemes, and the well ordering add governing thereof^ not 
contrary to the laws of this state, or the United Stales.— 
Provided^ That all such by-laws may be at any time re- 
pealed by the Superior Court, if by said Court deemed 
Wtfea&onable or unjuat* I^aucdMtjf ^4on^ 1815* 

Jpy a decision in the Engikh Coutts, it was held iti the 
lase ofl&ndswi v. Xersetfi that ^ PerscHit ftring withifS a 

township, having estate therein, and being taxed for the 
'support of its poor, to the poor of which township prop* 
erty is divised, cannot be witnesses to a will containing 
«ich deviae/' i^ayV Me/i* V. i^p. 41. 

9 

An Att to oblige the several Towns Ih^z State to ci«ct 
Post-Gi|ides for the convenience of Traveyers. 

§ 1 . *<• it tnuctedy is^c. That ii shall be the duty of tho 
•selcOmen in the several towns, in this state^ at the ex^ 
pe94ft.Q£ their te^ecltf ft fdfrni^ to etoeti tild- Iceep up 
post-guides, at the comers or divisions of idl the prindpo) 
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fMdt leading ffom tlmr toini§» the town or towns ad* 
joining!; ; and such post-guLiea shall indicate and point out 
the principal road, or roads, from the towns wherein th^y 
are crectedi to the town, 9r towns adjoining, 

[Remark, The second section firovidinpr that in cafse qf 
the neglect of the Seifcttuenj (he County Court ^haU, order 
the same to be done at the cost of the Selectmen^ re/i€Ql€d^4tn4 
^Aer Jmviiions 9ubmtut€d by the/oUomng aMu$c:\ •/ ^ ^ 

An Act kl tddition to, and alteration of an Act, entitled 
An Act to oblige the several Towns in this State Iq 
.erect Post-Guides, for ihe convenience ol Travellers." " 

- . Be iVrnwi"^, esTr. That if the selectmen of any 

town shall neglect to erect post-guides agreeably to the 
requirements of said act, on or before the first day of S/'ft^ 
4ember next, [1797] such selectmen sball pay a fine not 
€xceediBg^i:y doUara^ to and for Uie use of the county ca 
Which Mi4f^awR belongs^ and a fine not exceeding^ 119^9 
tfottrt fiw each month thereafter, ihirtng whieh said'M^ 
tocuben shall aegteet to erect such post-guides. - f t 
§ 2. And be it further enacted^ Thai if the selectmen of 
any town in which post'^guides have been, or shall be e* 
rectedj shall neglect to continue 4he same and keep tho 
saiaeia re^piry such aelectmien abaU forleit.aiid payal 
fineiiolexoeediiif ifpiMy d9ttmr% to the ooimiy ymut^ 
aaidj &r eTerjr moQth during wht$b.auch neglect »halliaii 
ist. 

§ 3. And be ii further enacted. That it shall !je and here- 
by is decUircd to be the duty of the state's attorney in each 
county in this state} to make information of ail bixaetes 
of this act by the selectmen of any town in thai eonMf $ 
for wUch he ia attomcf at afinmiudi to the oamty eonrt ii 
audi countyi vhic^ court afaal}- him jmiadidtai df twl 
information. - ) 

*^^4. Jnd be it further enacted^ That the second para« 
graph of the act to which this is an addition, be, and tte 
aame ia hereby repealed. Stamen i. /i, ^ v^: 

Se^ M^iS'STovtt and S)BX.scTBiB!it in^Part tu • 
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Act for proviJing and maintaining Pounds, and for 
regulaiing the impounding Creaturesi ajfd for preven- 
ting Rescues and Pouud Breach. 

f f !. Be ii enacted, That thdr shall be made, and 
from time to time kept and maintiined, in every town 
Within this state, at the charcre and cost of such town, 
a>ul&;ient pound or pounds tQV the impounding and re* 
graining theteint all such horsesi catUet awine and othec 
creatures as shatl be found d4mage-fi»sant ; or shall be by 
fair Ihble t6 be Impounded. 

42. And the selectmen In each town shall, from time 
to ume, as need shall require, eiecl and maintain a suffi- 
cient pound or pounds, as the towns have aj^reed or ahaU 
. agree, at the proper charge and cost of said tovvna. 

§3. And that if any town be at any time hereaftent 
. niibpiti a aufficiept pound for the purpose aforesaMf the 
itdeeti^en of such town shall forfeit this sum plone dottar 
mftd tAxty-seven cimu per month, for every month such 
town is unprovided with a suITiLisnt pound or pounds so 
agreed on by such town or towns ; one half to him or 
them that shall prosecute the aame to effect, and the otkt 
^ iirbalf to the county tceai^ry : auM one fisaistant or jus* 
tleeioflhc paace to.hear and detfnpbe the same* 
. ^ A^JPrwuied neverthel^. That ifaiqr town bath gran-' 
ted, or shall grant to any particular parish, hamlet, vt« 
, cinity or part of any town, liberty at their own cost and 
charge to erect a pound or pounds for their own conven- 
tency (whigh grant such towns are hereby empowered to 
ys^kia) the said pound or pounds ahjaU be maintained bf 
f fae §9iA parisbf hamlet» .vicinity or pert of fXkj town \ anq 
the selectmen ahall.not suffer or be punishable for any de- 
lects therein. - 

^ 5. Be it further enacted^ That any person impounds 
ingany horses, cattle, swine or other creatures, shall t^ive 
jiotice thereof; to .the owner ot au^h creatures, as soon as 
may be> if the W^er , be kiiowb^ on pain of ^^rfeiting thq 
same penalties as are hereafter in Ihia act expressed for 
such persons as haviag notice of Uhetr creatures being 
impounded, shall neglect to redeem them out of pound. 

^ 6. That if any hor^es; catUe> swine or othei^ ciedlures 
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shall be taken damage-feasant and impounded, and lh<^_ 
owner thereof b cot kaowni the impounder sUaU foi lh,« 
nvild ioform one of the constables of the towo thereof, who. 
•iftll cff such creatureSf with their natural and artificM^- 
marks, by posting up the same in the towo where they ore 
impounded, and in the two next neigbbourinp^ towns, from 
irheucc it mar be most likely such creatures game. - 

l^Rmark, Mditional notice is required by a subMcqumt 
Matute fioMied la 181 1} which U recked the dose iMm 
Hatufe. See page 7 1 .J 

§ 7. And if no owner doth appear (in the case of sheep 
and swine that are impounded) ia ei^ht days after siicH 
creatures are cried and posted as aforesaid, and in the 
case of horses and cattki in twenty days a(ler cried and 
posted as aforesaid; then so many of the said creatures 
shall by the said constable be sold at an outcry, as may be 
sulltdent to satisfy f he *dtmage and poiindagei and for 
meat and water, with the charges prising for cryipg aud 
filing the same. 

$ 8. And the m^ks natural and artificial of the cre'a<« 
tures so sold, shall be entered in the town clerk's office, lo^ 
j(etb^ with an account of the charts ariseti ^nd the prices 
of the creatisreSf and tbo sum of the overplus rendain^ 
ing (if any be) after the town clerk is satisfied tar en- 
try ; and such overplus shall be delivered to the tawa 
treasury to be kept for the owner ; but if no owner appeal* 
wiihta one year, such overplus shall i^clong to said town*^ 
treasury. 

' % 9. J^mdded ntverihefen^ That tbe .fence about th^ 
inclosure out of which horses or cattle are impoun^led^ 
ftiust Vs found sufficient by two sworn fence-viewers be* 

fore any sale shall be m:\de as aforesaid. And if the owner 
tit owners of such horses oi cuUlc sh^li come within said 
tweniy days, he or they sh^H receive such horse kind or 
d^ttkt p^yinp: for viewing said fence, and.^other daoMgi^ 
iltd mt, which by tbii act shril be due as afov«Nud« • > 
^ 10; Be U further emctedy l^at if any person or ptr^ 
flonsi whose creature of creatures shall be impoundedi.and 
he or they notified thereof^ as aforesaid shall not withia 

twcn^l^fQur iiours gfter such nouce to lum or tbtm givcni 
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eithet replevy or redeem his or their said creature or crea- 
tures out of the pound, every such person or persons shall 
forfeit seventeen cents per head for every beast so by him 
or them suffered to continue in pound ; and so the same 
sum a day for every day after the first day that he or they 
shall suffer said creatures to continue in pound, besides all 
pecessary charges the pound-keeper shall be at in pro- 
viding and giving meat and water to such creatures so 
continued in pound. ^, ^ ^ 

• § II. All of which forfeitures as shall become due for 
breach of this order, shall belong one half to the pound- 
keeper, and the other half to the town treasury ; (just 
damages and poundage being first paid ; which shall be 
done before said creatures are released out of pound :) any 
one assistant, or justice of the peace, to hear and deter- 
mine the same;* and on conviction of the offender, to 
grant a warrant for levying: the same, with cost, out of the 
estates of the persons convicted, as aforesaid. 
- § 12. Be it further enacted^ That all horse-kind which 
being suffered to go at large on the commons, do break 
^nto any common field or particular enclosure, and are 
there found damage-feasant, and from thence impound- 
ed ; the owner thereof, if known, shall pay for the poun- 
dagej^x'f? cents and five milts per head, and damages, not- 
withstanding the insufficiency of the fence. And in case 
the owner of such horse or horse-kind, cannot be known 
within the space of twenty-four hours after the impound- 
ing the same, they shall be accounted strays, and be liable 
to be proceeded Avith as such. :* • •-* 
... ^\ That upon the rieplevin of any such horse or 
horse«k1nd, or other dispute in the law arising on any such 
matter, when the impounder has under oath declared the 
place from whence he took said horse or horse-kind, that 
unless the owner of such horse or horse-kind can shew to 
t^e saiisf xtion of the court or justice, before whom the 
trial is, that the said horse or horse-kind were not suffered 
to go at large on the commons, and did enter into the said 
field or enclosure, through the insufficiency of some other 
part of the fence not adjoining to the commons, judg- 
ment shall be rendered against the owner of such horse 
or horse-kind, to pay just cUimages, together with costs. • 
§ \%, Be it further enacted^ That the fee to be paid by 
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the owMf w oimers of all such horsesi dKttTer Kliie|^*^di 
fmse M shall be taken danwee^feasatity atitf i^p^} 
^Rrhefeof three-quarlen ahall be to the driver or ti 

cr, «nd ojie quarter to the keeper of ihfe keyy shaWlw? 
f;>Uows, viz. For all horses, horsc-ktnd and neat cattffr^f* 
iieven cenU per head ; for all shetp one cent and/our mifi^ 
per bead ; iur aU swioe, ehven ceni0 per head % except 
wbere the law ppovTdea etkenKiaet * " * ^' 

$ 15. Aid thai if aiif crsatttfea hmfiAy tmpoMil^^^ 
ftkaU etcape «kI get4Mit«fi»0aiui the^iwfier thereofbdhijlf 
known, shall pay all jast damages and pounda g e* iw lw! t# *' 
standing : which shall be as recoverable by action of debl^ 
as any other debt whatsoever. 

Fr^dcdf The person or persons impounding such 
ereaturfSi shall give oatb that be or the/ took aoch^cfip^ 
lures damage-feasant* Is 
< f le. btUfttrther macicd^ Tbatifanf ftl^a.^M^ 
penons shall rescue any horses, cattle, sheep, awjlne ofy 
other creatures taken up as aforesaid, out of the band of* 
custody of any person or persons going to pound wit^ 
them, or shall resist them tisercin, or shall by any me^^ 
convey such creatures out of the pound, or custofly of thfi; 
law, whereby the party wronged may be liable to lose his' 
tM>undage and damages ; and the law tp bei elu4fd, tli^^ 
pMy so offending shall ibr stich rescues, ' forfeit ana pay 
the sum Lihrec dollars and thirty four cents ; and for such 
pound breach the sum of stvcn dollars ; three-quarters fof 
which shall be to the use of the town treasury of that* 
town wherein the offence shall be commilCed, and one' 
quarter thereof tp him wha sl^all prosecule the "faMP 
to effect; and also .shall pajr ftU daiMgaa t» lhe|MtMy^^ 
irronged by such rescues. Of pouad braadi» * --^ 

^ 17. IRepealed October €€€9im, 1812.] " ^ 

§ 13. And if it appear that there was any procurement'^ 
of the owner or owijers of the creature s, or that they w^ife ^ 
abettors ; or it be. done by their servants or chiWrett} 
the siid owner or pwners shaiU pay all dsftnafa actd fc^- ; 
feitures, as if he or they, had p€rsiMially«4kiii^«ht 4Mii}{ 

\ 1 9. Jitways firamkdf That all com {faints for im4eh^ ' 
•f this act, shall be prosecuted wiihin nine months slto^ * 
the olFcncc is coHimitt?(Jj.aiid not after. ■ ^ i^-W^'l 

\* Slatu(€9 Z.p. 554, 
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An i|ct addkian to m act entitled ^ An act for vrovkUiig 
\%g otfiVj^dtmn^nAUi^tMM&ns Rca^UM and PmimI^ 

' ^ J3e it enacicd^ istc. That if asy horsesy cattle, or mules 
ajb|i)} tiUien ^^wiage feasant* and impounded, and the 
fBgf lO^l iyrf tte cMBtable shalJ, in addiim 

Wwbich thM if in additioiii sd^r^^ ttnitf vttliliio 

natural and artificial . marks, in a public newspaper prints 
Aiesur^st to the town in which such creatures are impound- 

w 

f * • N • HATES." 

In the statutes upon this subject, the powers and duties 
Yif towns are so far blended wiih the regulations of the 
it atc ^i hd icsiei^.tfoiaimuiiities, tbit althougli many of th# 
ptofMmil are Itta'dgli tb the iimaediate object o^ this part 
df tR^-^PIdHk, and some to the work itself, there seemed to 
a necessity for reciting great part of them In this place, 
ill order to fumuifa a correct view of the subject as it rer 
ciniirds Towns* ' * 

Xn wt^r<^viding for thje eoDection fxid payment of Haten 

V ' ^ " ' or Taxes. 

*• ■ ^ 

\,^A^ .Beit enacted^ l^c. That eveqr inhabitant in this 
iMfl Mudi (ntleat bgp kw in any case exempted) contribute 
t » jift tfc ch^ges» botb oiviland oodesiasticalf whereof he 
dolb ;0r may receive b^efit ; may and shall be compelled 

.tb^to if need be, by assessment and distress, to be levied 
and collected, as is or shall be by law provided. 

$ And aU rates and taxes that shall be granted by 
the^flllHMml o^uat^^ful all otber rates or taxesof counti^ 
t^TOb «aoQielaaSt or* sb^ eommunitf bjr bv cnabfa^d tp 
. Sy W H it l 4 levy laxesf sfanA be made by the iNime rule • 
m|f^1^•'^#a|^acftclrding and in proportion to the general 
list of poles and ratable estate from time to tim^ given, 
and made according to law, except where another rule of 
granting and levying rates, taxes or aasessmentsis bjr law 
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§ o. Thul whensoever the general assembly dolh grant 
any rate or tax, to be levied upon the inhabitants of this 
. %MCf the treasurer of this state for the time being, !s here- 
by empowered, required and directed (without any furtlicr 
notice fo him given) to s^nd forth hit writs or warrants m 
due form at least three months before the time Kfnited fcr 
the payment thereof into the puhHc treasury, directed to 
the several constables, collectors cf such taxes within this 
stale, them commanding, without lad, to collect and pjy 
the same into the public treasury by the time fixed for 
that purpose ; and in case no particular time is special 
fixed in the grant of any tax, as aforesaid for thepsfOMiH 
thereof into the public treasury^ the same shaU be calleeC- 
ed and paid in before the last day of August^ which shall 
be in each year respectively. 

Provided neverthei€€s. That the said collectors shall not 
proceed to levy or distrain for such rates, or any part there- 
of| till within two months before the day IB whick die 
same is made payable into said treasury* 

$ 4. And be it Junker enacted^ That if any suUi collec- 
tor shall neglect so to coUcct and pay such rate or tax^ and 
his account thereof with the treasurer to sctrle and adjust 
by the respective days or times to that end limited, the 
said treasurer shalU ^nd he is hereby directed and requir- 
ed within four months next after auchiimtted thast, to-is- 
aue forth a diidress, directed to the sheriff of the conty 
wherein such collector d\fells, him in the name of this 
atate commandintv, of the goods or estate of auch neg;li- 
gent collector, the full amount of such rate or tax^or such 
part thereof as shall then remain unpaid, to levy and pay 
to said-State treasury, and for want thereof to take his body 
and him commit tmtii^the aatiie be paidtW be otherwise 
released by due course of law ; which writ shall be hiadb 
returnable to said treasvirer, within sixty days frofei the 
date thereof \ and it shall be the duly of such sheriff so to 
return the same accordingly ; duly certifying and setting 
forth his doings^ touching such collections thereon, or a 
Won cBt vKventwt or comnutment as the case miay require. 
•And every sheriff to whom such distress or warrant shall 
be directed, is hereby empowered and comtnaiidedtQriery& 
the same in and through all the counties and towns iti^ 
this sUte agreeable to the directions tbei ein given. : 



Digitized by GoogI< 



7S 



jUdUi^Jkrttfr emiiedf That io cascol a return 
of non est invmttf or commhrowit, as aforesaid^ and the 

money thereby to have been ieviedi or any part thereof^ 
*ha>F stt!! remain unpaid into the treasury, la such case 
A\xe treasurer ahali forthwith lasue a distress directed to the 

f«b9^a8 aforesaid, him requiring such remaining sum 

riorMmft with att officers fees and charges be fore such time 
Yriseri,^d to arise of the godds or estate of the selectmen 

, (op of uny or either of them) of the towo to wiuch such 
negligent collector doth belong, to levy and pay into said 
treasury ; which said wru^bali be made returnable witbia 

"'^ty days. ^ 

V' ^ ^ 6. And be it further ermted^ That i n case of a return of. 
' i tm Ml inveniu*^ in whole or in part of the distress^ issued 
as aforesaid, against the selectmen of any town^it shall 

*'-be the duty of the treasurer, forthwith to issue a distress 
'for such part of said taxes as may remain unpaid, togeth- 
j '^r with all office i s fees and charges before such time 
arisen, against the goods or chattels of the inhabitants oi 

' rniiach lown. 

'..f $ f.i[Imii9M a fine upon ike treasurer for mglecHng t9 
i^Aimi0dktree9 ugainti the eoHectOTf eelectmen and inhaMtanf 

' 'reajtecihh ly .'] 

"■ ■ ^'8. \^Siihj€Cls the sheriff ncgkcUng Qv/aiUng in his duty^ 
' t- .10 certmn fiaius and /ienalcies 

^ IMakes it the dutff <if (he Sfafrs attorney in the sev* 
' 'eriii eowniee to fireseeute ireaches qf tifts act.} 

10.^ IPreserihes the domftensatbm to the States Attorney 
oerwces heretn • • . ^ 

* § I I. Jnd be ii further enacted^ That when and so often 
' as it sliall happen, that any constable, collector as afore- 
" said, shall prove insolvent or shall not be able to pay the 
<state tax, ormny part or parcel thereof in bishandsi in such 
- ' ' case Iho treasurer is empowered and ordered 4o issue his 
^am»l| directed to the sheriff of the county where such 
•inaoWentor deficient constable cr collector dwells, r^cmir- 
V ' ing him to levy arid colkct of tiie beiecinicf), or any one 
of them, of that town in which such insolvent constable is 
chnseji as aforesaid, such rate or part or parcel thereof as 
shall then be in the hands of such insolvent constable ; 
rwMeh sheriff receiving such- writ, shall be and he is hereby 
cmijpowered and re<)uired to serve the same throughout 

G 

* 
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this state as aforesaid and also shall pay what be shall so 
levy of sueh selectmen or selectmani lo ihe treftsurer as 
aforesaid. 

$ 13, And the selectmen aforesaid shall) and thejr are 
hereby empower c to kvjr a tax or rate upon the inhabit^ 
ants oif the said town or towns, according to the list of polls 

and ratable estate therein that shall be sufficient for the 
payment of such l ales or part thereof as is recovered by 
said state treasurer of such selectmen as aforesaid) wiib 
the charges arising thereon. And the said selectnaen 
■ball be accountable for said tax levied as aforesaid to their 
successors in said office, or to such person or persona 
as shall be appoiiUed by said town or towns for that pur- 
pose. 

§ 13. And in order that any town or selectmen^ in case of 
^he failing circunutanccB tf their reBfiective coUectorsy may be 
tnasUed to avail them^elveM qf any part of the rate-bills in the 
handf qfeueh collectors or qf their estates^ and therciiypre^ 
vent the lose they may be eatposed to : 

Be it further enacicd^ That when and so often as any 
collector of the state tax shall neglect to make up and set- 
tle bis accounts with the treasurer, by the time appointed 
by law for settling the aamcy it shall be lawful for the ae.* 
I^tmen of such town for the time being, to bring their ac- 
tion against such negligent collector for the recovery of 
such sum or sums as shall remain unpaid, and to attach, 
and secure the person and estate of such collector for the 
same ; and the whole of the estate which such collector 
shall be«eized or possessed of at the time of the select* 
bringing their aclion as iA>resaid| shall be subject to 
the payQient of jviidrate ortax^ any disposition of said col- 
lector or any demand of any cneditor notwithstanding. 

§ 14 [As modified by a subsequent Statute ; see statutes 
B. X fi. 572.] Be it enacted^ i^c. That if any collector of 
any town or society tax or taxes shall nej^lect to collect or 
pay the rates or ta^es to him committed, by the time ap- 
pointed for that purpose^ and shall deliver up his rate bill 
or hills to the selectmen of tha town in case^'of a town taxi 
or to the society's committee in the case of a society tax, k 
, shall be lawful for the said selectmen and society's com- 
nniuee in the respective cases to depute some meet person 

to collect the l^WwiDg &ums due pn such rat^ biU or ; 
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and the person so deputed shall have full power to com- 
plete the collection thereof. - . . 

§ 1 5. jind be it further enacted^ That when and so often 
as any town shall have brought their action against any 
co'.lector pursuant to this acr, the treasurer of this state 
may grant out his warrant against the selectmen of that 
to An lor the non-payment of snid tax or taxes, in the same 
manner as if a return of a non eat inventus had been made 
against such collector. (. 

§ 16. Be it further enacted^ That the several towns with* 
in this state, shall be chargeable and responsible for the full 
amount of the slate tax or rate that may at any time be 
granted by the general assembly, in proportion to the sum 
total of the respective lisls of said towns as the same shall 
be annually made and returned according to law. And the 
treasurer of this state shall make no deduction from said 
amount, except the abatement that may be expressly men- 
tioned in the grant itself of said tax, nor shall he accept or 
allow any bills of abatement for any part of such rates, 
save only such as are expressly mentioned to be allowed 
and are certified conformable to the directions given in the 
law of this slate, entitled " an act for the direction of lis- 
ters in their olTice and duty.'* 

" ^ 17. Be it further enacted^ That the treasurer shall at 
the request of the selectmen of any town in this state, is- 
sue an execution directed to the sheriff of that county, and 
his deputy in the name of the selectmen of such town, 
against any collector of state taxes for such town, at any 
lime after the tax committed to him becomes due, for the 
balance then due on such tax, and said selectmen may 
proceed with said execution against such collector accor- 
ding to law, for the indemnity of such town, and shall pay 
the money due on such execution to the treasurer within 
the term of four months after said taxes shall become paya- 
ble, and on failure thereof the treasurer shall issue execu- 
tion against the persons and estate of the selectmen, and 
the rest of the inhabitants of such town Tor the sum then 
due. 

§ 18. Jnd be it further enacted^ That on all warrants to 
be issued hereafter by the treasurer of this state for col- 
lecting of taxes, there shall be allowed to the several 
towns in this state an abatement of one-eighth part of the 
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true iist of said towns respecUvelfy which eighth part the 
dvil authoritjr and sdectmen of the respective towns are 
hereby empowered lo apply for the relief of the indigent in 
the abatement of their particular rates, in whole or in part, 

in such way and manner as they shall judge most proper, 
just and reason ible ; and that no other or further abate- 
ment, shall be allowed in settlement of said taxes with the 
treasurers, to the respective towns or collectors. 

% 19. And be it further enacted^ That the selectmen of 
the several towns in this statei respectively, or ttie major 
part of them with the advice of an assistant or justice of 
the peace, shall have power, and they are hereby empow- 
ered to abate the rates of such in their respective towns as 
are poor and unable to pay the same. That when any 
person shall by any CQllector of the state taxi be commit- 
ted to gaol for the nonpayment of such laX} and being so 
committed, shall have lawfully administered to him the 
oath by law provided for the relief of poor prisoners ; 
■which oath he shall not be permitted to take, until one or 
more of the selectmen of the town where such prisoner 
belongSi have had due and reasonable notice to be present 
«nd shew reason (if any be) why said oath should not be 
administered to himi whose rates are so abated ; the town 
to which SQch poor persons belong) or who have taken the 
jioor prisoner's oath as aforesaid, shall be chargeable with 
the sums at which such persons were charged in said rates, 
and also with all the cost and charges occasioned by such 
commitment ; and the selectmen shall order the same to 
be paid to such collector out of the treasury of such town ; 
und for want of a sufficiency in said town treasury to pay 
Ibe same, the said selectmen are hereby empowered t^ 
make and levy a tax on tlie inhabitanls of such town, suf- 
ficient to raise such sums as shall be needful for that pur- 
pose, together with the charges of collecting the same. 
And in case the said rates are not paid to said collector 
within tiiirty days next after the time limited for payment 
of such rate to the state treasurer, such collector shall cer- 
tify the same to said treasurer, who shall thereupon issue 
an execution in due form of law, to levy ilic same out of 
the moiiey, goods or estate of such selectmen. 

Jilways firovidedj Thai surh commitment l)e made with- 

^ eight months from and after such rates become due and 
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payable ; otherwise no town shafl be char^eaMe with, or 
liable to the colle<Kor lor any oi the taxes of the inhabitants 
of such town» who shall be conimiued to gaol therefor by 
such collector or the cost and charges occasioned by such 
commitment ; nor shall the treasuver issue an executUm 
in favour of such collector against the selectmen of sucU 
town, 

§ 20. jind be it further enacted^ That whenever the es- 
tate of selectmen or of the inhabitants of any town in this 
aute shall be taken on distress issued against the selectmen 
or inhabitants of the towui according to the provisions of 
this act) the owner or owners of such estate may apply to 
an assistant or justice of the peace, not inhabiting; iti such 
town, who ii hereby em;>owered to appoint three judiciousi 
indifTcrent freehold t;rs, who shall appraise the estate so ta- 
ken on such distress at the just value in money» which on 
the sale thereof shall be paid by the town from which such 
taxes are duet with such further damages as shall be found 
just and reasonable. ^ t • 

4 21. ^nd be it further enacted^ That in any town where 
tli^i sums total of their list exceeds the sum of one hundred 
ih'juHand dollars, such towns shall have liberiy and authori* 
^ ty, if they judge it expedlentf to appoint two collectors an* 
nually to collect the atate taxes and divide such town into 
twp districts for the purpose of collecting the Uxes and at* 
sign to each collector his district to collect ; and the town 
clerk in such case shall annually send to the treasurer of 
the state tiie names of both such collectors describing their 
respective districts as in other cases is provided where but 
one collector is appointed, and the listers of such to^ 
shall in the sum total of the lists, make a division thereof 
' according to the districts made in such town, and the tress* 
iirer sImU issue his warrants to each of such collectors rc* 
spectiyely. 

^ 221 And b^it furfher enactedy That when two collec- 
tors are chosen in manner aforesaid, they shall be vested 

ith the same powers and authorities to collect the rataW om 
the list ia their respective dtstrictSi under the same rtgu* 
lations, and be respon^ble in the same manner as oth«» 
collectors of state taxes ; aMd such towns shall be rcspon* 
siblefor the taxes ss in other cases where but one collector 
Is appointed, and may proceed in the same manuer against 

G 2 
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such collectors to secure 42ie town and collect the taxes if 
need bCf whenever such coUectors shall neglect to collect 
Ibe eame acconling to law. 

{ 33. Aad be U funher enacted^ That all executions that 
are or shaH be issued by the treasurer of this state, for ar- 
rearages 01 tuxes attain St the goo !s and chatfla of the in- 
habitants of any town which haili been, or shall be ilivided 
or altered^ or hath bad or may have any part thereof an- 
nexed to other townst after the date of the lists on srbicb 
flDeh taxes are grantedf shall be levied on the goods and 
chaltda of the inhabkatttSf within the ancient limits of siieli 
towns, so divided or altered, in the same manner^ and for 
the same purposes, as by law mi^ht have been done, u\ 
case no new township^ division or alteration had been made 
within such limits. 

% 24. And the civil authority and selectmen of the towois 
^tUn sach ancient Kmits« sbaB ptntl/ a^e the abatn-- 
inentsi allowed by law on taxes granted on the lists given 
in before the division or alteration of such townst and may 
do all things proper to be done by them, or any of theiu 
for the settlement of the business of their ancient towns \rx 
the same manner as might have been don6» in case no 
such division or alteration had ever been made. 

% 35. Ml be U fwrflm emciedf That whensoever anjr 
town, society or other oomtnimityt which bj law aret or 
shall be enabled and authorised to grant and levy any rate 
or tax for the answering or defrayinp^ of their necessary 
charges and expenses, shall in any of their lawful meet- 
ings, agree upon aad ^ant a rate or tasi to be levied on and 
MUected of themselves, for any of the poaposes for whtdi 
bf law they are mr shall be easpowensd to grant anch rate 
or tsx^ they shali ehoose some meet person or persons td 
be collector or collectors of such rate or tax, and take 
proper care that such rate be accortlin^ly made for tlie 
just assessments of the several persons taxed>and deliver 
the same to such collector or collectors. 
^ 96. And upon appHcatlon tede to some assistant or 
justica of the peaoe, such oastatant or joitice is hereby au« 
thorised and directed to grant a'WMTant fcr the collecting 
such rate or tax : Which warrant shall be directed to the 
collector or collectors appointed to collect the same ; re* 

. Vi^DB ^ ^P^^^^^fr^ ?! gatber and ^ 

m 
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lect such rate or tax according; to the J2;rant thereof, made 
as aforesaid. 

§ 27 And that all collectors authorised and eiopowered 
to gather and collect any rales or taxes svliaisoever, duly 
{aid and assessed un ai)y of the inhabitunts oi this state or 
others, shall have full jiowcr ana authority lo collect such 
rales or taxes accordinj< to such lawful warraiit as sh di be 
given them ; a id shall have tiie same power and authority 
to command the assistat ce of ai y person or persons in the 
execution of their office (when need shall rcqu re) as is by 
law given to sheriffs and consiubles in tlic execution of 
their offices. And all persons are hereby required to yield 
due obedience thereunto, and immediately to afford their 
assistance, on the same penalties as are provided by law 
for inforcing obedience to the com;nand of sheriffs and 
constables. Provided,, such collectors shew and read their 
warrant or authority to the persons whose assistance is 
commanded. . , ,. - ^ . 

§ 28. And that all constables chosen to collect the pub- 
lic tax, and other collectors of rates, and every of themi 
shall have the same power and authority in any of the 
towns in this state, as s dd officers have in their own pre- 
cincts, to gather and collect the respective rates of any 
person or persons whose polls or estates are in their lists : 
and shall be allowed post wages for their travel ; and also 
shall and may collect and gather such rates and taxes ore 
what shall be due thereof at any time after their respective 
year shall be up, as well as before. ' 

• § 29. And if it shall so happen that any such conslable 
or other collector of rates, after his year be up, and before 
he hath collected the whole of the rates he is appointed to 
collect, shall be removed by death, then the executors or 
administrators of such dtrejsed constable or collector shall 
-have the same power and authority to collect any and eve- 
ry part of the rate not p'lid to said constable or collector 
in his life time, as the said constable or collector had when 
alive, and shall be colU ctor iri the room of the deceased for 
the gatheri';g of the remainder of such rate : And all exe- 
cutors and administrators of collectors shall be responsible 
for the rates, as the collectors by law are. 

§ 30. But in case any such constable or collector of 
ta^t^s die before his year be up, and the rate not fully coN 
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Iccted, thai then evcrjr town and societjr wherein such case 
ahall happen^ are hereby directed to proceed forthwith ta 
the choice of a new constable or coilectort for the Collect- 
ia^atid ^atherinf^'of the remaitiing part of such rate. 

^ 31 That ihe constables a, {.ain^ed to colle t the state 
tax, and also the colleciors oi luvvi], i,ucit;ty, ministers or 
other rattS) shail ap;K)lni lime and pUc for pafitl^; and 
receiving such raiest as are due s aud each inhabitaDt slial/ 
have reasonable wurniog to pay his pro|>ortion ; which 
wamini; every man is to observe^ and attendi for the pay- 
ment of such, rates or dues t and upon neglect thereofi the 
said coLectors shall be, and are hereby empowered to 
iiukc distress u;>oi) such [xjrs n or persons for their rales 
iiot paid, wiih one ctnt on every bix cemst to ihe collectors 
i>f tovyui 80cietv» ministers or other ratesi for their troubles 
and charge of ferriage (if any be) and their lawful' fees for 
Iravelf and all other necessary charges ; iRcmark, 
iovance to coiie€tor9 qf ttate tax in ike section rc/iealed (fy m 
Mtatute herein after recited,^ and t!iat ihe levying f^^eb of 
every coUeutoi of taxes, .shall be seventeen cents on every 
tax not exceeding three dollars and thirty -fQur centu^ and two 
and a half cents on every addiiional dollar for which the levy 
is made, which shall be allowed on every such levy. 

32, And that in case a distress be m^de and granted 
ont for any of the rstes or assessments aforesaid, the officer 
shall distrain goods or chattels if they may be had, and if 
no goods or chattels can be found>or shall be tende red, the 
officer may attach ilic real estate of such person to be found 
withii his precincts, and for want of estate being (ound or 
tendered as aforesaid, lie shall attach, the body, and hios 

commit to gaol for the P^IUNl^l|||j^ ^^^^ ^ 
chiivet arising tliereony tncir tw^Njjftjk until delivered 
by due order of Ittvr. ' 

^ 3 3 . an I 3 4. [ Rdat^o ^er^'ijeca on distress issued by 
State I'reasurer,'} ^ ' ^^"^ 

§ 35. That the treasurer of the state, whenever he shall 
issue an alias distress or warrant in consequence of such 
commitment, shall insert under the title of costsi the a« 
mount of such fees and costs lawfully charged. 

^ 36. Md be. it/urther enaetedy That when real estate 
sliall be taken for the payment of rates In m inn^r aforesaid, 

tlis oSTiger tdiitug the same shall proceed to sell and dispose 
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thereof at public auc'ion, sufficient for (he payment of such 
rates or taxes, charged against ihe owners thereof, and to 
satisfy the legal cost and fees thereon. Frovidtd never thc" 
lessj That the time and place of sale for payment of sucli 
taxeS} shall be advertised by the collector srx weeks, la 
some public newspaper in this state, at least three weeks 
before such sale : and whenever any real estate shall be 
thus sold by virtue of this act, the collector of such tax or 
taxes shall make and give to the purchaser a deed of war- 
ranty thereof ; and if the said proprietor or proprietory 
>vhether original or after purchaser or purchasers, or anjr 
creditor or creditors attaching such estate, or their heir^ 
shall not within twelve months after such deed is lodged in 
the town clerk's office, pay and satisfy, or tender to the 
person so purchasing of such collector, the purchase mo» 
ney, together with all costs and charges, and double inter- 
est thereon arising, the same shall be recorded ; and there- 
upon the title become confirmed to and in such purchaseij 
his heirs and assigns forever. / 
' § 37. [Providea that creditors may redeem and hold a9 
mortgagees."] 

§ 33. \^And shall be refiaid^ firinci/ial and double inferc^t^'^ 
§ 39. jind be it further enacted^ That all tlic real estate 
that any one is seised and possessed of, in his own right iu 
fe e within this state, shall be liable to, and stand chargeable 
vith all the public taxes due from the owner thereof, and 
shall remain as a lien thereon, until the same are fully paid, 
notwithstanding any subsequent sale or transfer thereof, or 
any attachment thereon. Provided nevertheless^ that no 
real estate shall be liable to be sold for taxes, after a legal 
transfer has been made of the same, and entered for record, 
or an execution or attachment has been duly levied there^ 
on, and lodged in the town clerk's office, of that town where- 
in such land lies, where other estate can be found, within 
the limits of such town, sufficient to satisfy the same, with 
the legal cost arising thereon ; nor shall any real estate, 
which has been levied upon, or transferred as aforesaid, be 
liable to be sold for the payment of any taxes arising upon 
any list made up after such transfer or levy. And no real 
estate shall be liable to be sold for payment of any taxes, 
for more than one year, after such taxes become due. 
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^ 40. And all collectors of rates sMI ccRtect and pay 

the rale > by ilicm to be collected, jccortling to such time 
and ordtT as slull be agreed upon, and (ktermined by those 
who grant the rate. And in case any collector or collsct- 
' ass shsU net perform the trust committed unto him or 
theni] according to law, he or they shall be accoontable for 
sach rate, or such arrears thereof^ so by him or them neg- 
Itc'ed to l)e slathered and paid as aforesaid. And the sc- 
kcinv u oi each tovvni and the committee of each society^ 
or other community, are hert-by empowered to demand 
such arrearages of their respective collectors ; and on tdiU 
ure of paymenti may make application to any assistant or 
justice of the peace for a warrant against soch negU^ent 
collector as aforesaid, agreeably to the directions aforesaid^ 
And it shall be lawful for such assistant or jusiicc to grant 
out such warrant, against the goods, chaltelsi lands, and 
body of such negligent collector, in the same form, and to 
\at proceeded with in executing the same> in the manner 
as by law is provided for the levying of executions* 

\ 41. Aiid io firevefU dUfmtea thai may arke mfiecting 
the rates or taxes arhi :Lf and levied on lands in ecelesiasticcH . 
societies bdonging to {irofirietorsy non-residents in such socie- 
ties and to direct where the payment Jur auch land^ ^haU de 
made. 

Be it further enacted^ That all taxes arising, and thai 
shafl betivied upon land lying in any ecclesiastical society 
in this statCi belonging to any such non*resident fmtprietor 
or proprietors, and in the same town, shaU be paid by him 

or them in that society, and for and by order of that society 
only, lo which he or they belong, uiid is or are resident in^ 
. according to his or their list in the grand levy • except on- 
ly where such non-resident proprietor or proprietors have 
lands lying in such other society or societies, and there be 
a tenantable house or houses tiiereon ; and also a tenant or 
tenants actually living in and upon the same ; then and in^ 
every such case, the taxes arising on such lands in the im^ 
provement ol such tenant or teriants, shall be paid in ti^e 
society or societies where such lands lie, and tenants live. 
Frovided nn erihrless^ That Were any such society or soci- 
eties have ever since their being first set off and constitut- 
ed, steadily and uninterruptedly used and practised other- 
wise in paying taxes arising on such lands^ this act shall 
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Bot be imder$tMd to aflbet or prejudice stteh a steady and 

unintcn uptcd pi actice ; but the same shall be accouiucd a 
practical agi ttnitiru, to he holden gooil and valid according- 
ly ; any tauigio Mk^ cbntrary iq thia act coataiacd ootwiih* 
standing. 

^ 42. jind be it further enacted^ Thatif finy such Hon* 
TCsident proprietor or proprietors live ia any other towa 
fhan that in whi* h such lands licy he or they shall pay for 

the same in, and to that society in which such lands lie, 
and that wlien such lands lie in two or more societies in 
any other town th^ that in which such proprietor or pro- 
prietors Uve^ then and in every such case^ he or they in 
their list annuuHvsgiven in, shall particularly therein men- 
tion the sort and quality of his or their lands kk each of 
such societies respectively, and shall pay therefor in such 
respective societies accordingly. 

§ 43. j^rid nvhereas this a^^sembly have grant cd^ and in 
some ca^eamay hereajter grants fiarticular taxes on the landM 
lying in new towns and aocittiea^for the a/ieedy and more 
egtfal wttlement the mme $ for the effectual collection ^f 
^hich : 

Be it further enacted^ That whenever this assembly shall 
grant a particular ttix to be levied on ilie lands in any such 
town or society the same shall be demanded as oilier rales 
or taxes by law ought to be ; and if the owner or owners 
of such lands do not pay the collector chosen or appointed 
to gather the samet such collector may apply to some as« 
sistant or justice of the peace^ who shall grant him a war- 
rant for that purpose ; by force whereof such collector 
may proceed to levy the r*x or tixes not paid, in the same 
manner as town or society rates and taxes are to be levied. 
Always firovidedf That if any owner of lands so taxed, be 
or sh.41 be taxed greater or more than the tax laid by tho 
ftssembly, the county court of that county wherein such 
lands liet upon complaint thereof made by such owner of 
IsihIs) may grant relief to liini a^uinst such collector, town 
or society, accordinc^ to the wronir they shall find do.ie by 
such taxiu^ or Wvyi, g j tax costs to the person unne« 
cessarily vexed thereby. Provided also. That if any per- 
son or persons, shall by any town, society or other commu- 
nity, be assessed wrongfully, or more than his or their 
proporlioD; he or they shall have remedy by the coon^F 
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court of the same county whereto he or they belong;, upon, 



$ 44. IContaina €UreaUai» to the ^immmm^resfiectmg ihe 
granting execunom '} ^ 

^ 45* Be it further enacted^ That no collector of state 
ttxe« •hall be allowed from the date of hi» respect! re war- 

ranis, n) ore than, three years to make his coUecUuu of such 
lax or taxes. 

Provided never thelenay That such collection may be 
made at any time after the date of said warranty of §ttl per* 
tons removed out of this state, leaving no (fropercy within 
the same. Prcvided atsOf That execul^np^ of the wtlh^ , 

and administrators on the estate of deceased coUectors, ! 
shall be allowed the term o**two years from the time of 
their being capacitated as aforesaid, lo n^. ik*^ collection of 
taxes due to such dc^ceased collectors, (and then by law 
collectable) as shall come into iheir hands for coUectioiif by 
virtue of their appointment. 

An \ct in addition to and alteraiion of an Act, entitled 
An Act providing for the collection and payment oi i 
Rates or Taxes." 



§ 1. Be ie enacted, l!fc. That there shall be allowed to 
each collector oi the state taxes, ihree cents and a half on 
the (/o//<»r,fof all monies such collector shall collect and 
pay Into the treasury, which shall be paid or allowed by 
the treasurer of this atate, bedsides the lawful fees for Jravelf 
provided such collector shall make a full settlement with 
the treasurer of all such taxes as by his warrant he was 
commanded to collect, within twenty days after the time 
limited in such warrant for said collection. — And in case 
any collector of state taxes shall neglect to make such 
settlement within said twenty days, there shall be nothing 
paid or allowed by the treasurer to such collector for any 
monies by him collected and paid Into the treasury. 

§ 2. And be it further enacted^ That som v rh of the thir* 
ty-first p."ira'^!;raph of the act to which this is an addition, as 
relates to il e allowance to be made by the trcasui er to the 
. collectors of state taxes, be and the same is hereby re- 
pealed. Statutes B. i,p. 072, 
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An act to enable Selectmen to assess the Inhabitants of 

the Town in some cases* 

Whereas the Lnvs of this state do oblige the aelcctmen^qf 
each town ivithin the samc^ ( at the charge of the tonvn ) to 
provide^ do and fier/orni various articlea^ Tnaitera ami 
things, 

Wbereforet to enable them thereto^ 
^ I. Be it enacted^ l^c. That the selectmen or the ma* 

jor part of thero, in the several towns viihin this state, 
wiien, and so often as they shall need a supply of nioneT 
in the treasury of any town, to provide and answer any of • 
tliose articles} matters things or charges by them to he 
provided or answered according; to iaw^ and the inhabit- . 
ants of the town at any town^meeting (whereat snchwant 
of a supply is made known to them by their scUctmen) 
shall refuse or neglect to grant such supply, shall bcy 
and the said selectmen are herejjy fully authorized, and 
empowered to assess the several inhabitants of their said 
towU| and make a rate upon them according to the list of 
the polls and ratable estate of the said inhabitantsi for 
raising such sum or sums as shall be necessary for prorid- 
ing the several things, and answering the several matters 
aforesaid, or an) of them; which sum or sums so raised 
the said selectnien shall be accountable foir according to 
the act, entitled^' An Act for maintaining and supporting 
the poor/* And that all such rates so mude by the select* 
men or the majo^ part of them^ in any town in this state* 
and delivered to the constable or constables of the townt 
with a warrant annexed thereto, signed by the selectmen 
or the mf»jor part of ihem, and duccted to the consiabic 
.or constables, requiring him or them to gather the same 
{which warrant such strltrctmcn arc hereby authorized and 
empowered to grants as aforesaid) shah be a sufficient 
varrant for such constable or constables to collect such 
nte I And they are hereby required to obey and serve 
'auch warrant ; and therein shall observe and follow the 
directions of tiic: law relating to the gathering and col- 
lectinc: the state rates : And wl<en they have collected 
the same accordinjj to such warrant, shall pay the sum or 
sums collected, to the selectmen or major part oi themy 
or then order» for the uses idbresaid| and take receipts 
of what they pay. 



Digitized by Google 



96 Towns* 

r 



§ 2. And in ease any soch constable shall not perform 
ibe trust hereby committeil unto him, he shall be ac« * 
tbuntabk, and shall and may be proceeded against by dia^- 
tress, as is provided against collectors of rates in the law, 
entitltd, " An Act i rovidinjj^ for the collection and pay- 
W^tni of rates or taxes* i^iatuus B. i.^i. 690. 

SABBATH. 

. ^ The Statute for the due observance of the sabballi, en* 
acts " That each town in this statt at their annual meeti 
in [ Abxv 77?(^rr or] Dtcember^ shall choose two or more 
tythingmen, in each society for divine worfhip in such 
towQ) who shall be sworn to a fiiithful discharge of the 
oEtee. StmutcB /. A S79. 

SHEEP- 

By the statute for ordering, restraining and presenr* 
ifag aheepi'* it is provided that the ownera of sheep in any 
town, may flock their sheep ; and are empowered to hold 

meetings within their limits, for regulating the same^ 
elect a clerk, sheep masters &c. 

Sheep are prohibited goin^ at larp^e without a keepcrf 
tiinleaa by agreement and order of the town ; and no par- 
ticular person, with a keeper, may turn upon the commona 
more than fifty sheep, under a penalty of sAree doUara and 

Towns which do not agree to flock their sheep have 
the same power to regulate the restraining of rams, and 
securing their sheep from dogs as the owners of sheep 
liave who live within the limits of any flock. 

On complaint of an inhabitant to one of the sdectmen^ 
or one of the sheep maaters of any flocks of damage done 
to Ma aheep or cattle, informing what, and whose dog 
or dogs they suspect have done the same, they arc res* 
pectively to consider of the evidence offered, and if satis- 
fied of the reasonableness of such suspicion, shall give sen- 
' tence that such dog or dogs be killed ; whereupon it shaD 
l>e l%ir&l for any person to UUthe same. 
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And ii' after sentence given, (such do^ or dogs not being 
killed) mischief be again done by dogs, the parly injuredj 
shall recov&r all bis dama^ses of the owner of »ucU sen- 
tenced dog or dog8> unless upon triaU such owners shall 
satisfy the court that the same was not done hy such sen* 
tenced d<^ or do^ ; always provided that the owner of 
such sentenced dogs shall have been notified of the sen- 
tence before the damage was done ; and that no prosecu- 
tion b^ made, by virtue of this act| after four days from the 
time when the damage was dope. Stt^utf B. J.fi. 59if • 

By the statute ^ to eocoui^ge the ly sing of sheep'* ori<r 
glnally pasised in October I8OO9 and renewed in May 1806, 

owners of sheep are allowed annually to insert in their 
lists of poles and ratable estate," the number of sheep ten 
montiis old, and upwards, which they severally owned at 
the time of shearing, from which a coat or fieece was 
shorn or taken, in the season next preceding the givinn^ 
ui such list while their prc^rty,^ whUh sheep shaU be 
credited by the listers to such owners fn the general lis^ 
and deducted irom their respective sums total, at the rale of 
seventy-five cents for each sheep, and the listers are re- 
quired in cases of a false list, by the insertion of a greater 
number than were actually owned, to add,as a penalty ^to such 
listf the whole sum they had deducted* By a subsequent 
statute passed October 1810, only twenty sheep are idlow«* 
ed to be inserted in^ and deducted from, an^ one ^9t**^ 

- • ■ ■"• ^ ■ - . v. 

--^ ■ . SICKNESS.' ' -/J^^-^ 

The pTOTistons of the statutes uifder this title bein| td^ 
numerous and extensive to be given at full length within ^ 

the limits prescribed to this work, and especially as the 

civil authority in the scveial towns is associated with the 

selectmen in the exercise of most of the powers given to, 

and the discharge of the duties imposed upon, the latter in 

those provisions, it is thought to be unnecessary to de? 

scend to details upon this subject ; 
The security of towns against malignant, or infectious 

diseases is d<^emed by the legisklure an object of mucl> 
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importancet and the precautionary system adopted is pro- 
portion»ielf ample, exteoaive, and parucular. The civil 
nthority tnd aelectnen in each town are constituted a 
board of lieakh, and TestaH with all necessary powers and 
authorities. They may hold meetings^ appoint a presi* 
dent and clerk, tUe latter of whom is to be sworn ; aho 
heaiiii officers, or health committees, who are to examine 
into, and cause to be removed all aui&ances and sources of 
filth } &c. * • ^ 

The followin?^ statute, however, is more particularly 



An Act regulating the duties of the Controlltf of puWic 



^i. Beii enaeud, ifc. That all accounts payable by law 
ftt>m the treasuiT of this state> for the support of poor and 
indigent personSf shall be liquidated by the controller of 
public accounts, on the application of the selectmen of 

the town in which the expence shall have arisen. And 
the jue'riess and rtasonubleness cf all such accounts before 
they aie allowed) shall be veiilled by the oaths of at least 
^ major part of the selectmen in the town, certified by an 
assistant or justice of the peace* And the selectmen 
shall also exhibit and lodge with the controller a certif- 
icate subscribed and fiworn to by at least a majority of 
them, stating as far as is known to them when and from 
whence such poor and indigent pcrijon came into this 
state, and into such I5wn where he or she tias resided ; 
and whether any other town or person in this state is liable 
for his or her support ; also further stating the time when 
such person was waroed to depart from such town» and 
that the expence charged was incured for sickness or lame- 
ness which happened within the first three months from 
his or her coming into tlie town, or if afterwards, that du- 
ring the whole of his or her coniinuance in such towa 
After the expitation of said three months until relieved, 
such person could not be safely removed frma such town.* 



• For the form of tM$ cvrtificatcy see JPaufiera^ under 
Select mmi in Fart ii. 



and exclusively intereslmg to 




accounts. 
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^ 2, Be u further enacted^ That if on examination the 
proofs and exhibits made, shall conform to the provision^of 
law, the controller shall draw on the treasiN*er of this state 
for ibe pajrmeni of such balances as shall be found to be 
justly and reatoiiabljr d«e^ and it shall be the duty the 
OQOtroUer to make retam to the General Assembly nt 
each session^ of the names of the sick and indi^^ent persons 
for whose support allowance has been made ; and the 
towns in which they resided, together with the amount 
allowed for each person ; and it shall also be the duty of 
the controllery from time to timet ^ occauoo may re- 
quire^ to devise and make known to the selectmen in the 
resfiecttve towns* the reqaiute forms in which the prsHifo 
and exhibits should be made. 

Provided however^ That nothing in this act contained 
shall prevent the adjustment and payment of any account 
for expences incurred before the first day olr Januwy next 
( 1 eia) in the. mod^ and on the evidence heretofore requir* 
:edby law» * * 

^3, Me UJw^er emetedf That the act entitled An 
act in addition to an act providing in case of sickness," 
passed in May A. D. 1799, and the fourth paragraph of 
the act entitled An act providing in case of sickness*' 
shall be» and the same are hereby regaled. 

9umae$ B. zi.fi, tiO# 



An Act for erecting and continuing a Sigp-^oat in each 

Town in this State. . / 

$ L Beit enoiCittkU^^ That near the centre ef -every 
town in this state, there shall bra sign-post set-up at the 

town's charge, and maintained in aul&cieat repair, on the 
penally of one dollar and sixty-seven cents per month, for 
any town that shall neglect the same : one half to the 
compJainer that shall prosecute the same within siic 
IQontba after sneh ne^ctt and tiie other half to the 
coQntjr treasury; which ine ahall bo rftdafi^Me 
aelcctmcQ of the town so neglecting. |p 

ni 
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§ 2. At which sign-posts, proclamations sent forth to 
be set up and published, notices of strays, sales of hous- 
es and laodai wmA adfeitisaoacnti of such like occauonsi 
shall be set up to be read. 

§ 3. JPrmded neverthele—^ That there shall be erected 
and maintahied for public use, by the town of Watertawn^ 
a sigc-post ia each of the societies of Weutbury and 
JsTorthbury^ &c. Statutes^ ^. /. 63 1 . 

An Act in addition to an Act, entitled, An Act for 
•erecting and continuing a Sign-Post in each Town in 
this State/' 

$ 1. BeU enacted, U'c, That Uiere shall in future be 
erected in each located society in this state, by the com- 
iTiittee of such societies respectively, and in such situatioa 
as such committee shall judge most convenient, a sign* 
post, at the cost of such society, under the same penal* 
lies as ia bjr law provided against selectmen for their neg- 
lect to set op and maintain ugn-posts in their several 
towns, to be recovered of such society committee, in the 
same way and manner s" ;s by law provided against st;- 
lectmen. 

^ 2. jind b£ it further enacted^ That advertisements of 
lands or goods taken by execution, or distress for rates 
and taxes in suehaocletics respecdvely, shall be posted 
on the sign-pdst of the society where such lands or goods 

are taken, and sold thereat. And the said sign-posts shall 
otherwise be improved for similar purposes aud uses as 
sign-posts in the several towns in this state have hereto* 
fore been improved according to law. 
' ^ ^. Be it further emctedf That in such societies as 
^ aremadeoutoftwoor more towns, the constables of such 
towns shall have the same power and authority In the 
matters aforesaid, where the sttd sign-posts shall be 
without the limits of the town to which they belong, as 
other constables by law have within their respective dis- 
tricts ; any kw, ttsage> or custom to the contrary notwith* 
ftanding. 

% 4. This act to take effect and bein force fiom and 
after thQ fiqt diy ^/immnf next. (1786) 

SjSatmf B. I. /i. 622. 

4 ' 
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STOCKS, 

An Act appointing Stocks to be made and niaiauined io 
the several Towns in this btate* 

§ 1. ic enacted^ ^c. That every town in this state 
shall make and maintain at their own charge, a good pair 
oi'stockS) with a lock and key, sufficient to hold and se- 
cure such offenders as shall be sentenced to be set therein. 

$ 2. And if any town shall at any lime be with6ut a 
pair of stocks^ as aforesaidi the selectmeii of such town 
shall forfeit the sum of tme dollar to the county treasu* 
ry, and so the aamu buii\ for every month such town shall 
be defective therein : lo be heard and determined by one 
asbistant or justice of the peace : or by the county court, 
when the forfeitures amount to a sum above the cogui- 
zance of an assistaot or justice of the pepciE«^ 



An Act for restraining Swine from going at large. 

Be it enacted^ Is^c. That no swine shall be allowed to p-o 
al large on the high- ways, or cominons in tliis state ; and 
if any person or personsy shall allow their swine to goat 
large on the high*ways or commons aforesaid} it shall bo 
the duty of the hi^arda in the several towns in this states 
and it shall be iawliil fo9 may other person or persensy to 
impound such swine ; and the owner or owners of such 
swine, shall pay the poundage thereof^ by law allowed^ 
beiore they are released out of pound. 

Always firovided^ That every town in this state shall 
have liberty to agree othcrwisei in their own precinctsi re* 
specdng the awine in such town* ^ 

iVsvidf neveriMem, That if the swine (of such town 
so agreeing) shall at any time come within the bounds, of 
any other town, they shall in all respects be under the reg- 
ulation of this act, as fully as if no such aereement had 
been made ; unless sucii other town whereinto such swme 
•tjnU come n «forcsaid| abaU also agree as aforesaid. 



i 
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9% Toww * i^ABt 

TAVERNS. 

The Statutes for liceosing and regulating Houses of 
public entertaintneiU provide that the civil authorityi &e« 
lectmeoy constables, and grand-jurorat in the respecti?e 
towns in this state» shall somq time in the month of Jan* 
nary annuallytconfene together and nominate the person 
or persona whom they, or the major part of them think fit 
and suitable to keep an house or houses of public enter- 
tainment in the said town, for the ensuing year : and if 
any of the persons so nominated shall die, or refuse or 
negleet to take out iicencei or be denied licence by the 
county courti or shsll remove from the place where be 
dwelt when nominated^ or shall be legally suspended ; or 
in case the authority and other officers shall judge it to be 
of public convenience and necessity to add lo the number 
nominated in January ; in either of said cases ihey may- 
convene on proper notice^ and nominate any suitable per* 
son or persons for the purpose aforesaid, at any time 
within the year i which nomination shall be sent by them 
to the next county court in that county, certified under 
the hands of a majority of the civil authority, and of the 
selectmen in such town ; which court shall grant licen* 
ces to such persons nominated, or to so many of them as 
said court shall judge to be siat^ble sod necessary to keep 
houses of public entertainmenty and to no others ; whicJi 
Mcences granted to the persons nominated in. Jawmnj^ 
lAall be in force for one year, and no sapre ;^ and the li» 
ccnces granted to the persons afterwards nominated, shall 
expire at the same time as those granted to the persons 
nominated in January : and the said court shall take a 
bond to the treasurer of the county, in the sum of ^ixty" 
uvm 49Uar9^ of every person lo whom such lioences shall 
be graniedt And that if it shall so happen that aay 
town be destitute of civil authority in it» at ibe time of 
such nomination, the said nomination in such town shall 
be made by the aforesaid iawo officers* SMuf04 B* i» 
p. 640. 

It is further provided that when md so afte» as tim auip 
tbocityi aekctieen and grand-jurymae in any tewBf or 
where thefe is ne aasistant or justice living in any town* 

sd<^ctaiea aud graud-jurorsj shall understand that any, 
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person in such town is a tavern haunteri or spends lus 
lime idly at any such housci ot* entertainment, they, or 
the major part of them shall, at their discretion, cause the 
names of such tavern haunters to be posted at the dooi s 
of every tavern in the same town, by setting up a certifi- 
cate under their hands, forbidding every lavtrn keeper in 
such town, on the penalties contained in this act, to en- 
tertain or suffer any such person or persons therein nam- 
ed, to have or drink any strong liquors in, or about their 
house, unvil such authority, selectmen and grand-jurors 
shall agree to take off such prohibition. 

It is also made the duty of the civil authority and se- 
lectmen of the several towns, to inspect the conduct of the 
taverns, within their respective towns, and when it shall ap- 
pear to them by their own observation, or the information 
of any informing officer, or otherwise, that any such tavcra 
keeper does not duly observe the laws for regulating 
houses of public entertainment, but suffers disorders ancj 
irregularities to be practised in his or their houses, con- 
trary to law ; such authority and selectmen, or the ma- 
jor part of them, are authorized and directed to cite such 
tavern-keeper before them, aiid examine into the matters 
alledged or conipluined of by any proper evidence ; and 
on finding such tavern keeper in fault, may duly admon- 
ish him or them for such misconduct ; or, as the case may 
be, they may suspend such tavern-keeper's licence until 
the next session of the county court, of the county wherein 
such tavern-keeper dwells, and shall cause a copy of such 
order of suspension to be left with such tavtrner, and 
thereupon his licence shall be wholly suspended accord- 
ingly ; and the authority and selectmen shall certify their 
doings to the county court, which court may either remove 
or continue, such suspension to the end of the year. 
The costs of which proceedings before the civil authority 
and selectmen, in case of suspension, to be paid by such 
tavern-keeper, as the same shall be taxed by one or more 
N of such civil authority, who are impowered to grant exe- 
cution accordingly ; but in case such tavern-keeper 
not found in fault, such cost shall be taxed as aforesaid 
and paid out of the town treasury. . 

It is also further provided that when and so often as the 
civil authority, or any two of them, and the majority of the 
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selectmra in an^ town, shall uoderstaod that any^ person 
vithin such town, by reason of an intemperate use of spirit- 
ous liquorsy is in danger of being reduced to want, mis- 
spends hl| time, or does not provide for his family, the said 
authority and »t:lectmen shall (by summons or w arraiu, is- 
sued and signcrl by an assistant or justice of the peace) 
cause such person to come before them, and him admonish 
to refrain from such intemperance ; and if such person 
shall not be thereby reformed, the said authority and select- 
men shall at their discretion, cause the name of such per- 
son to be posted on the several sign-posts in such towuy 
by a ceriificatc under their hands, thereby forbidding all 
persons to sell any spiritous liquors to such intern pL rate 
person ; and if* after such nouticationi any person or per- 
sons within such town (or any person or persons withia 
any other town in this statet who shall have received infor- 
mation of the same) shall sell to, or procure for, any |»er- 
son posted as aforesaid any spiritoUs liquors, or be aiding 
or assisting therein, the person or persons selling or pro- 
curing as aforesaid, or aiding or assisting as afoiesaid, shall 
for every such oficnce forfeit and pay the sunn of (en 
dollar* to the treasury of the town to which such posted 
person shall belong— unless the person or persons selling 
or procuring or aiding or assisting as aforesaid, shall have 
permission therefor in writing, subscribed by one of said 
authority or selectmen, therein specifying thf quantity 
pcnniited to be sold ; any one assistant or justice of the 
peace to hear and determine all brea i:hes of the said dct, 
and no appeal shall be allowed in any such case. Statutes 

J&. /. /I. 645. 

See-GaAND^JuBORSiin Part ii. 
Towns. The statute relating to Towns and Town-Of- 
ficers is recited at the beginning of this Book. 

VICE. 

By the statute for the more effectual putting in execu- 
tion the laws against Vice, ImmtilHitv and Profaneness, 

&c. it is provided, That the justices of ihe peace, grand- 
jurors, constables and tytliiuc^-men in t'ie respective towns 

in this siaici shaU annually meet in the respective towns t% 
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Which they belong, on the first Monday of Jammy^mi on 

the ihird Monday of June, ai the place where their annual 
town-niectings are held, or at some other place by ihem 
appointed) there to advise, con airier, as d use their juint 
interest in suppressing profaneness, vice) and immorality ; 
and for the due execution of the laws of this state, to 
irhich their respective offices have relation. Which stat* 
lite it is made tne duty of the several town^elerksy and in 
their absence, of the selectmen at the opening of the 
public town n^eeiin^ for electing town officers in Decern" 
der annually) to read) or cause to be rtad publiclyi under a 
^ penalty of ihr€€ doiiare and thirty four cenf 

Statutes JB* /. fi. 673. 

« ■ 

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 

w 

The statutes prescribing and regulating Weights and 
Measures make it the duty of the selectmen) at the cost 
and charge of the tovni to provide weights and measnnss 
*of the various kinds therein described 'o< good snd sufiv* 
cient materials) which, for the standards of liquid measure^ 
shall be copper, brass or pewter, as star.dards for such 
toWH) and cause the same to be tried and scaled by the 
county standards : viz. a half bushel measure) containing 
<me thousand ninety-one cubic inches^ very near ; a peck 
measure and half peck measuret for corn measure ; a gal** 
Ion measure of five inches square 6fom bottom to top 
'throughout) and nine inches and twenty-four hundredths 
of an inch in heii;ht, containing two-hundred and ti iiity» 
one cubic inches ; an ale or beer gallon measure of the 
capacity of two hundred and eighty-ti^o cubic inches ; a 
yard measuret divided into three equal parts for feet) and 
ane of those parts into twelve equal . subdivisions for inch- 
ci ; and brass weights of bne^ two, four, seveU) fourteen, 
twenty -eight, and fifty-sia poundS) avoirdupois weight.— 4 
Also a two quart corn measure, the botiom of which, oa 
'the inside is five inclies wide on two opposite sides, and 
four and a half inches fi^n the two other, snd its height 
from the bottom on the inside seven inches and sixty-three 
hundredths of an inch ; a quart measuret the capacity of 

ivj^ch is three iachea pqwre fiom bottom to top through;^ 
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outi and its height seven inches and sixtjr-three hundredths 
of an inch ; and a pint n^easure, the capacity of which 
from bottom to topis three inches *^qui're ihron^hout, unci 
its height three inches unci eighty-two huhclreclihs of an 
inch, unrler penalty of .seven dollars for neglectltig the 
same. !<tatutea B. J p. 680, ifc, 

Bjr a subsequent statute f<»r regulating the measure of 
charcoaly it is provided that the half buAel prescribed in 
the fore-recited statutes shdl be the standard measure of 
eharcoalt and that in measuring charco:>K such measure 
shall be Weil heaped. Siatutes B. u.p. 32. 



WORK-HOUSES. 

The following statute was passed at the May session, 1813. 

An Act to authorize the several towns in this state to es^ 

tyblish Work-Uou'ies. 

%\. Re it enacted, ^c. That each of the towns in this 
state bCf and they are hereby authorized to est ibJi^h a 
vrork-house in their respective townsi and to ordain such 
bye-laws as they may judge necessaryi relative to the per- 
i.0. s to be committed to such work-house ; to the man- 
ner of their bei' g^ comnutted and conhned tliereiii ; and 
to the wclirordering and governing Siiid huuse^ and keepiug 
the persona confined therein to labour. 

$ a. Jind be u further enacted. That, whenever two or 
snore towna shall wish to unite in building a work- 
house« sudh, towns be« and they are hereby authorizedf by 
their agents, appointed for that purpose, to establish a 
>vork-housc Tor s^ud towns, and to urdain such bye laws as 
they may judge necrssary, relative to the pci sf ns to be 
committed to such work-house, to the manner of their 
being committedi and confined thereiui and to the well or- 
dering said housoy and keemng the persons confined 
therein to labour. Pnmdedj That any bye -law made by 
virtue of this act, may be repealed by the superior court| 
if on a hearing adjudged unreasonable or unjust. 

Statutes B. II. p 135, 

See the title Work-Uousb under 3u£Ctk£n in 
Part n. 
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J APFMJ/DJX. TQ FMIT i. 

which cAimuiiMidlMhtefbrititcrtiQAin Hts^ 

al place in Part i. to which part it is peculiarly appropri- 
ate^ is nevertheless too important in itself, and too inii- 
iDately connected with subjects pertaining to that Par^ 
not lo be attached to it by way of Appendix* 



An Act in addition to an act, entitled, ** An Act for the 
admission of Inhabittints in towns, and for preventing 
cbi&ijge oo account of wph ai are not admitted thereiij||e^' 

Be it etiucudj Lfc. That no inhabitant of any town of the 
tJnited Statesi this state excepted, shall gain a legal settk'* 
lOcDi in any town in thia atatei unkaa he shall have atead« 
ily rended in inch town, one fear next preceding the 
time he claims to be admitted an iiftabitant; and shall 
ba^ some one ^ the requhitei enumerated m the Sii0t 
paragraph of the act to which this is in adchiion ; or unless 
he shall have been possessed in his own right and fee^ 
of real estate situiited in this state, of the value of three 
hundred and thirty four doilar9 ; and when the title || such 
real estate shall be by deed, such deed shall hate been 
recorded at feU kngthf in the proper officei for the term' 
of one year i nor ahsD siich person gain a settlement in 
any town in this state, unless he shall have been the owner 
of such real estste, and resided in such town at least one 
year next preceding the time he claims to he admitted 

m inhrtitanti any law to the contrary notwithaUnding. 



INHABITANTS. 
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Connecticut Town-Officer, 



PART 11. 



THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE SBVER- 

AI. TOWM OFFICERS, 

IN poifiing out the powers and dotm of the several 

town officers, it is proposed to pursue the order in which 
they are arranged in the statute enumeration, without re- 
gaixl to alphabetical succession ; and to begin with the 
niost <»nsi4etAble and impmrtant of tboae officers) viz. 

THE POWER AND DUTY OF SELECTMEN: 

* , 

It has been observed that in law a town is considered as 
an individual minor^ and the selectmen as its guardians : 
as all town business must be iransacted by or through 
tfMDi untoss^sptcial agents are aj^nted for the purpose 
^jr the town. 

The selectmen of towns^ either individually^ as a bod/, 
or associated with the civil authority, &c. of the town, have ' 
cognizance of cases relaiing to the follov/ing subjects, viz. 
Builaaty Barberr^'buahe^i Bastardy^ Boimdariest CkildreUf 
ConatablcM^ Ele^Mn^ £ncr(Achnien$8^ Fencu^ Frttmtn^ Fu* 
fMiwt) Wfiihwoi^ MdhiSf IndianSf InhatUantBy Jurer9y LUt' 
en% M^Qme9fMaUi^y Mtfd^t^rij Poor, Po$t'guideBf 
Pmmdsy PrmMmsy Rates ^ RioU^ Sewers^ Shcep^ Sickness y 
i^ign-postSj Slavca^ Stocks, Strays, Taverns, Town-meetings^ 
Tovm'Officers, Town»ireaaurery Trespasses^ Vkcj Weights 
undMeasuresy Work^Hoimea and Wrecks ; many of the stat* 

utes in which the seveiral powers and duties of those offi* 

» 
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ccrs therein are prescribed bare been recited in tbe fmcc* 
^£ftg pvt of iWi worit UMkr Oms teid of Tawm. 

BALLAST. 

No ballast shall be taken from aojr commoQ shore isk 
any town in this statci bjr mj person wh^tisoever (except 
the same be his owii pfepc^) sricboiit permission imter 
the hands of two of the selectmen of such towoi upon pea* 

alty of forfeiting three dollars and thiriy-fQur cc?^f for ev- 
ery tg|l so taken. Stasuus. 6^. 

ft 

BARB£JUIY^USH£& T 

■ 

Any person or perscois* with the adtfipA Mid CM^eM of 

the civil authority and selectmen of any town where bar- 
berry-bushes are, or may be growing, or in pursuance of 
"the vote of any town, passed in legal town-meeting, may 
«al any season of the year enter into and up43||ii any lands 
n^faereupon soy bsrberry-busbesihaU be growing in such 
Win, and dig up and destroy the same withoiit being liap 
Ub'to an action, suit, or damage therefor. 

The selectmen of any town in this statCi wherein such 
bushes are or shall be growingi may in pursuance of the 
voteof theiobabitants of their town, employ any suitable 
person or persons to dig up and dsainoiy satis bushes, and 
defray the expence thereof bom the IpMsitiy of wA 
towo* Stasu$t9 B. i^fi* 9Br 

&i^mm^0 Pr(Mfit^t9fd^ itft and dcMtroy Bmrberry^Buehea. 

* ... 

^ and C'i>.^ the town o^JK 

. In pursuance of the statute entitled ^ an act fodestroji» 
ittg barberry-hushes,*' and in cenformity te % irala ^fi^ 
inhabitants of the town of H. you H. B. and C. D, (as lAe 

rase may be) are hereby authorized and directed to enter 

the field of -fi. in said town, {dscribint^ the mme) and dig 

Op and dssMf any and aU barbersf^busheayoa may jLhsre 

■ 
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fod growing ; for iriuudi ititioc JTMiml^^ ^fBttSBOt^ 
xed to charge the town of 

Given under our bands at the day of 
iLD. la 

Selectmen of 



BASTARDY. 

■* 

In cam of baatardff the selectmen of the town intertsN 
eA in the suppalt of such baslaid child (when sufficient ae- 
^cutUy AaU notlx offmd to save said town ftom all charge 
and expence for the sup|ioit of such child or dilUren) ud 

the woman omits to bring forward her suit to recover 
maintenance, may bring forward a suit in behalf of such 
town against him who shall be accused of bearctting such 
cUld } and maf^also take up and pursue any suit begun by 
tte mother ef such child for maintenance diereof^ in caa^ 
ahe ahaH fitil te prosecute the aame to final judgment. » 

Statutes B. i./i. 100. 

SeU€tmtrC$ comtUaint in case qf BoMtardy* 

To df. A Justice of the Peace for ^. Counqr* • 

CmscGL E. F. and S« A, selectmen of the town of 
A in. aaid covntjri and cemphint make^ and gife aaid 
Inadce'fo imdematidy that /• X. of aaid J?, a single womani 

is now with child, that L. M. of said R, is accused of haT« 

ing begotten the said child i and that ihe same is, if born 

alive, likely to become chargeable to the said town of J?*| 

%r hereupon the aaid aelectmen^ in pnrananee of the pre* 

visions of the atatnie entitled an ad eonoerning baatmde 

ted baaltta^'^ p**y add jiisiioe that dne paeeeaa eflav 

flsay laatie against the said L, M.^ and that be be dealt witb 
nceordingfy. ^ 

Pdud i^. tb^ 4ayof fS 

' ^ E.F. ^SelectiMfttfA 

it 
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The lines and boundaries of towns are to be run and re« 
irewed at least once in three years, either in the month of 
Mdrchf jl/irii^ October^ or J^ovember^ by the selectmen oC 
Ibe retpeaive towiMf or under their appointment and di<* 
nctioiif upon penaltf ol^nrCMi iMfart for&itartt to be in* 
cmtcd by every Iowa neglecting^ the same s the adeeCmcs 
of the most aneient towoi to give notice to the selectmen 
of the adjoining town of time and place of meeting for the 
purpose, six days before hand* Statuta B. i,fi. 103. and 
M. u.p, 46. 

« 

To the Setectmen of the town of «4l 

GentlemeOi 

Wc the aubsaiberit aekectnen of the town of B. being 
the moat ancient of the aaid towna^ hereby notify you that 
we propose to meet at on the day of at . ' 

o'clock in the nooOi to perambulate the line, (or linc^ 
as the case may be) and renew the marks and boundariei^ 
between the said townsi according to a law of this state in 
such eases providedf when and wberei and for which ser- 
vice yen ere hereby requested to attend* Dated at aaid A 



tScicctmcn*9 Warrant to Perambulate tinc$ between Tomti 



We the selectmen of the town of D. by virtue of a law 
ef this state in such case provided, do hereby appoint you 
to peramtwlate and run the division line (fr Unes) and re- 
new the tBMtks end bawdarieSf batwesn tiie said tomntf 
*A a«d and ]m em to Mdte telnm ofyoOT dsinyi 1^ 
Hie towndatk^ eAeeefthe aeMtownof A^eeecnn ee 
may be* QiTcn ttndc^ our bands at said J9. this day 



the 



di^^of 



18 

C* 0« kc. Selectmen of ssud B. 



To^B.,lcc*efCS. 




X 
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I 

ttetum of Per ambulation into Town Clerk* 9 office* *• ' 

Be it remembered that on the day of 18 , the 
subscribers, selectmen of the towns of C. and D. respec- 
tively, in pursuance of notice from the selectmen of tho 
most ancient of the said towns, did proceed to perambulate 
. the dividing line {or lines) and renew the marks and boun* 
' darics between the said towns of C. and D, as follows, viz. 
' Beginning, &c. [describing (he course and length of the lined 

or distances, and the monuments renewed.] 
' , Given under our hands this day of 18 

E. F., 8cc. Selectmen of D, 
L. M.| €cc. Selectmen of Cp . 



tn obedience to a warrant from the selectmen of the 
town of D.J [or from the selectmen of the towns of C. and D. 
respectively J where both towns appoint the same persons'] to 
us directed, we the subscribers did, on the day of ' 
18 9 proceed to perambulate the division line [or ltne^\ 
and renew the marks and boundaries between the said 
towns of C. and Z>. as follows. Set, [describing as before^ 

Dated at D. this day of 18 

N. O. 
P. Q. 

This return is to be made into the clerk's office of each 
t&WD^ when the same persons are appointed by both towns. 

CHILDREN. 

Tht selectmen of every town in this state, in their seT« , 
eral precincts and quarters, shall have a vigilant eye and 
inspection over their brethren and neighbors, and see that 
none suffer the children under their care, either as par« 
.cnts or masters, to live in ignorance of the fundamental 
principles of religion, and of the laws against capital of« 
mces, and that they be taught at least some short ortho* 
dox catechism, so as to be able to answer to the questions 
that may be propounded to them out of the same ; they 
mre to take care that all parents and masters do employ 

gn4 brins; up their chUdrca and apprentices in WM bos^ 
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eit and law&il caliingi labar or emplajrineot, profitable id 
thooasefves dtii tiie state ; and also that due pfoacoitiaM 
be nadalbr tareadm of law in thia reapeet. 

If parenta aad ««atera afi«r due^dnonMon by the ae« 
lectmeni are found negligent of their duty, whereby such 
children grow rude, stubborn and unrulyi such selectmen, 
(with the advice of the next assistant or justice of the 
peace) m authohaed aod.ampowered to take suchchildrea 
nom their parcDtaor aiaBlera»aiid place them wittiyandbiiMl 
fhemtoaonae meater orMa(era»nialeiitlll ihef ai-e tweirty* 
oaefearaofagei and femeka^ till dief are aghieeii ycar^ of 
agCi to the end that they may be suitably instructed^ em- 
ployed and governed. Statutes r, ft. 123, 4. 

It may be proper to remark here, that from the decis* 
ieHf of the Superior Court in the case of Sfrong v. Brocks 
mVt in 17M| it ia saltM that Me of the aelvoMM wte 
biad M apjMfcnlloe midev the efareiMM pfovMeii) beiB|f - ft 
jeatice efthe peeee md aaaenthv to the aame as avch, i» 
not such an approbation of the civil authority as to render 
the binding competent ; as the same person is not to act 
in one and the same transaction in both capacities ; and 
tbat even a aubaeffieiit a|ipFob^tioo of aooUier justice will 
not make good aach « proceeding} being originallf vrndt* 
TM aaaant approbatloo of the civil authority, it would 
aeenM must be coeval with the original tnHaactioil of tidt- * 
iiqS and binding. 

• m 

% 

Jn Indeniure iy Sdectmen in case qf, rudenc—% •tubboru* 

7tes9y (S'r. 

Whereas ur« B. child [or aftfirmikei» thi twqr 
if Ci>.iiitbe4ewtt of<S. intheoow^ofi^. hf reaaoQ 
of the neglige^ of Ae saM C. B. in causing htm to he 

properly instructed and governed, is become rude, stub* , 
born and unruly ; and whereas the said C D, having been 
duly admonished thereof by the selectmen of the said town 
of JS.y still negieels Ma therein, wbewibf it l i te fo ai o e 
tfiodatyof the eehetaien io confcrnaty 10 tboiCatiite^n- 
tilM ^ tMi oeHbr Ike edwiUnflr amd goftmhig cMMiw/^ 
to take the said A. A from the said C. D. and place him 
where he may be suitably inatructed, employed and goir« 
emed : Therefore this indenture witnesseth, that the sub<r 

€^ib e w> i ikrtm of .tiie«ii4 Wwiiar<fl. 4tb]rtbm 
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IftreiMls» by and with the consent and advice of G.H.^ Eaq« 
jostiee of peace aaid county, put, place, and Ub*<ni^ 
ibc laid «MoX ic; of wd JS^ ipilli Imm 1^ 
him fittthfoUy to wm^ from the diie bevaoCuntit ha almll 
arrive at the age of twenty-oMyaara, [or tkghtttn yean ifm 
Jcmale\ which will be on the day of A. D. 18 ; all 
ifhichtiine he the said AM. his nmster faithfuUyshall serrOf 
and shall obey all hia lawful conmiands. And the said 
i« JCi doth hereby coipDaoi and agree with the said select- 
»ao and their iocceaaora in a«d office^ that ha wiU paavida 
for the aaid A. B. anffidtat Biaal» drinlLt waahing^ to^ng^ 
clothing and physic during aaid term ; and also to kam 
him the art or trade of ; and furthermore to teach 

the said ^. B, to read and write, and at the end of said 
term to diamtaa him and giaa hint two suits of clothes, om 
aailabJe for common Wear^ tta othar suitable £or haltdayri 
a|i% a tdMi^ lie. Mr flfragai^ 
vlh^ iiiii a a aiiima^ ilie.aaid pmiea hava hereama apt 
their hands and seals, thia* - day of A. D. id 
Signed, seakd and delircred > % ^ . . 
. ia presence of . ^ j 

L. M. - P-Q- 1 

v.. N» Of R. S.' V Selactflauiof JK« 

I.K. 

This indenture was m^de and entered into by and with 
my advkie and cooaent. 

G. H. Justice of the Peace. 
: la caaaaoy persons who have been or are maintained 
lyr Iba loimtaitfKr Uhht obildfen tolaa idtyt ^ miapand 
thaiif toa^and aaglaBl i# Isring tbna ap, or.cmploy tAem 
in some honest calling ; or if there ba any fiimily who can* 
not or do not make suitable provision for the support of 
their children ; or if there be any children who live idly> 
and are exposed lo want having none to take care of themt 
Ihen the aalaMnalr ar araraeera of the poav^ with Iba aa^ 
aantirf Uai-Mitt aaaiMWt w jaaiiae of tha paaoBrate a^ 
powered to hind Hieni one ta ha aaMOtta ir lypventicaaaia 
aforesaid. SiatutcB B. j.fi. 553. * 

It was held by the Superior Court in the case of ^<f9fg 
V. Brockway, before cited, that a child having no natural 

iatheri guardian or maatari bat livioig with lU mother who 
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bad married asecond husband, and bf wbom it was well pro« 
vided for and educaicdi was not under such circumstances 
liable to be bound out bf selectmen. To be subject to 
Cbe biodiag of idcctmeni under the statute ^ tov maintala-^' 
log and supp<Mtiiig the it would seem that either 
the children themaeWetf or their pereotSt mutt be at the 
timet or have formerly beeoi ectttaUy supported kj the 
t^wu. 

An Indenture hy Selectmen in ea»e offioor efdldreri. ^ 

Whereaa A.B. a fow child aonof C. of the town of 
in theoouDtyof A^whois [or hae been^a^the caee may dej 
pMintaiiic^ or relieved by the said tolm of M. is Ut ingp In 
idleness, and mispending his time ; and whereas the said C. 
D. doth neglect to bi iug him up and employ him in some 
honest calling [or whereas A. B. a poor child belonging 
ihe family qfQ,,\^^ of £. in the county of F. tvho is [or hoM^ 
AiCTi) moimaimd or tmMM ty tkeeaiel town qf E. and cani^ 
not (or cfoet mi) fkmde emt4$eitmt9 far ki^ cAUdu^ 
when^ii^md A. ft» co er/lMfrf wm w tof^emky^] or 
wAriMf A. B.afiWHfWklUinti^iovmofE. i^.iemwUving 
idly and exfiMcd to "tmnt and distress^ and there are none to 
take care of Aim] whereby it becomes the duty of the se- 
lectmenfin pursuance of the law ^^for maintaining and sup- 
posting the poor>" withihe asacnt'of Hie asxt assistant or 
justice of the peaee^ te Und oift meh poor child 4o be m 
a{ipra»tiee or serrant f^ere te may bo sykably pro? ided 
fisr I Thefttfefe this indenture witnessetbi &c. |a< in the 
former caee.} 



CONSTABLES. 

EfotfeoBMabfe in dns sute ehoffl be furnished trith i 
Usck staffi having n head with the arms of this state 
thereon ; which staff he shall cany upon proper occa* 
sionSy aii a token or badge of his office ; which the select- 
men of each town are to tal^e caro to provide at the town's 
cbsf«e i i^on psoalty otMghiy^^ feniebrtmr oioiitb's 
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ELECTIONS. 

Jtt isihade l&edoty of tte selei^tineh rfthe KTCral towiis 
to procure ibr the use of the fireemen at their meetings, % 
ballot-box with an aperture in the lid thereof, for the pur- 
pose of receiving the votes of the freemen in all casea in 
which thejr are required bj law to give in their ballots. 

Statute9 l.fi. 252. 

. After the 4lletioii of town officers at the annual town 
meeting in the month of MvenAer or December^ it is mi* 
cumbent upon the selectmen forthwith to see thst all 
those officers of whom an oath is by law required, be sum- 
moned and Bwom to the faithful discharge of their re« 
spective offices and trusts. SiatiUcB JB«./. p. 64i9« 

ENCROACHMENTS. 

'Where no committee is speciaUy appointed by tbo loim 
rentoM tnamichmetts upon the htghways tbersiBf 
the dnty devolres npon the seleola|m for the time beingf 
in case any person has within fifteen ^rs, taken any part of 
the highway into his enclosure, or erected any fence there^ 
on in such manner that said highway is straitened of its 
proper widthi to give nodce or warning to the persons so 
dbnding to imnoTe» or canae to bo nmomA wdi feoca 
* or encroachmmt wittnn such conwnent lime m the^ 
riwll appdnt^Qol fRmo^agoM momh after aoeh notice^ 
and if the persent or persons, so warned ahall not canst 
such fence or encroachment to be removed within the 
limited time* it shall be lawful for the said selectmen to 
remove the same: the charge of which warnings and 
throwing down and removing such oncroachment to bo 
paid to said selectmen by the peram erecting the auno. 
If tho person so offending ahaB igidn.comnut the like o& 
Jtncet he shall incur the penalty of tevai ifo&rt ibr eve* 
ry such ofience, as often as he shall commit the same ; to 
be recovered by bill, &c. by the person who gave the war- 
ning, and caused the said encroachment to be removed ; 
one half of the penalty to be the proseculor'st with costa 
of proaeoution> and tbo other half to the connty treasury*' 
After once remove 4 and again set op, it shaB be laF^d <br 
^ selectmen again to remoye the same without m^CCw 
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IV HBflwIiy iKiffW to t enunitlte tppdnicd 
|]f the town fer thtt inirpoie. AoM^t A J. A 959. 
Shice wridag ilii imgwig 111* ft|lli^m»g itoivie has 

fcccA passed* 

An act tdtdnip l» PohVe Highways* 

) K 1^ enacted, UTc. That oi future m title shall be 
Acquired to aof public highwajr^ or land aeqaestered for d 
higbwayi by fifteen yca» poiaasafan i any law to the coti^ 
Cfary notwithstanding t Pravidtd : That nothing in tblo' 
act shall be construed to imply that such title could, or 
would ,nol heretofore be acquired by fifteen years possea** 

^ 2* Be ii further emciedf That aoy eocroachment 
made upon a highways m: laiid aeiioestcdr^d for a hi^hwayy 
within fifteen years last pMi or w^tcb'inay hereafter bf» 
made on a tifghwayt or on land ae^estered for a bigh- 
wayf may be removed at any time whatever, in the same 
manner aa is provided in the act entitled an act to pre- 
vent encroachments on hip^hways, and on comroan||an(J 
undividad bndsi*^ any thing in said act ooouined mo^ifitbr 

ataodingti JP§m4 Sejmmk 

H^mrning to reiMme JSmroaek^^ 

To j1, B. of C. 

We the subscribers, selectmen of the town of C 
Xfir a epnmitiee afitmnted $heSeimqfC to remove en* 
eroartoenit] do hereby .in ponoaoc^ af the Iwa of %hin 
Itate ibr praTenting ancroachmenta , oil highways, notify 
and warn yon to removei or cause to be renao?i^9 within 
one month tnm the date hereof, the fence now standing 
on that part of the highway [ fiarticularly dr^cribing the 
eamc^ whereby the said highway is straitened and made 
narrower than it ooghi to be Hereof you are no^ ta ffS^ 

Oirai«nd(raorlHnidathi$ dayof . ig . . 

F.G. ySeipomcaofC 
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I FENCES. 

When parties do not agree in dividing their partition 
fences, it shall be in the power of the person agi[j;rieved, to 
call the selectmen of the town, or major part of them, who 
shaJl divide and set out each and evtry person or persons^ • 
J)is or their part of the dividing fence, in equal propor- 
tion ; and shall set a price upon the fence so set out to the 
person or persons last improving [in cases where one 
nejghdour degins to improve and inclose before his adjoining 
neighbour.^ to be paid to the person or persons who erect- 
ed ihe same ; an account whereof, under the selectmen's 
hands, shall be a sufficient evidence for the person or per- 
sons who erected the same, to recover said price so set, 
of the persons last improving as aforesaid. * • - 

The like method may be taken in dividing any dividend 
line offence between adjoining proprietors of particular 
inclosures, on the motion of either parly, where it shall 
so happen that the other party refuses to divide the same ; 
in dividing which the selectmen shall have regard to the 
belter part of said fence (if any such there be) and set the 
same to him who erected, or holds under him who erect- 
ed it ; and the charge thereof shall be paid by him who 
fvilfully refused to make such division. 

^tuCutes B. j.fi. 312. 

« 

Selectmen's account of assignment of dividend fence. 

We the subscribers, selectmen of ^. hereby certify that 
' upon the application of B. C, of said in pursuance of 
the statute for ordering and regulating fences, we did on 
the day of . 18 , divide and set out to the'said B. 
C. and D, E, their respective parts of the dividend fence, 
[describing the same"] and did accordingly set to the said B, 
C. [describing his part"] and to the said D, E, [describing his 
: part^ being their equal proportion. And we do adjudge 
that the said D. E, do pay to the said C. Z). who erected 
the same [or holds under the firofirietor who erected the 
earned dollars, for his part of said fence^ together 

Vith the experce of such division, amounting to 

Given under our hands at ji. this day of '18 

G. &c. SclectmcD of A. 
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FREEMEN. 

• Freemen of this state arc to be admitted by the civil au« 
Ihority and sekctmtn of the respective townsy on freCi% 
men's meeting days, in open meeting ; having pre?iou8 to 
. tht opening of toch meeting made appUcaiion therefor, 
ana not 0fter»ard$. Bdng sadsBed of tht qualHkjations 
of such applicant) it is the duty of the said civil auilioiuy 
and selectmen to certify the same iu writint^, and in such 
open ireemen's meeting to administer the i rer men's osth^ 
and direct his enrolment in the town clerk's office. 

It is made the duty of the ci¥ilfuthority and selectmen 
in vucfa town on erery fmrnen^Aisetiilg day to meet at 
the place appointed for seid meeting, and previous to the ' 
opening thereof ; and receive and carefully examine all 
applications for admission to the privileges of freemen, 
and on such examination and approbation to certify as a* 
foresaid. Statutes M. /• /t. 257, 4:rA 

See the title FRUtiBir undo* To vn CLnK. 

FUGITIVES. 

Personiieoiincted of -any crime in any other statci for 
which corpolU punishment might be inflicted if commit- 
ted in this state, and before punishment, escaping and flee- 
ing into this state ; or having committed such crime, and 
being pursued by order of authority, to bring them to jus- 
tice ; are to be apprehended and remanded back to the 
authority, or officers of the state from which they escap^ 
by the authority of this state* And in case no such puR 
auit is made, any abidsQint br justice of the'peace> or thb' 
selectmen tyf the town ^here $uch person resides, may 
warn him to depart out of this state ; and on failing so to 
do, he shall pay a fine of seventeen dollars for the use of the 
state, and the same for every month he contiuuca aftcf 

the first conviction. Smm^ i,jn. 359* 
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HIGHWAYS. 

The selectmen or major part of tliem^ may lay out pub- 
fic hi^hway«> or private waySf as tb^ shall judge aecdiul* 
19 their townsi first giving reasonable notice to the own* 
ers of the land through which they are laid, or leaving no* 

tice in writing at the place of their abode, if within the 
state. The damage done by such laying out, shall be paid 
by the town if for public uscii^ut if for private use, by the 
person applying for the same. A survey in writing, un- 
der tbe iiand^ of the selectmen, containing a particular de- 
scription of such ways heing made and accepted by the 
town, and recorded in the records of lands in Auch town, 
and satisfaction made to the persons damnified, or the nio^ 
ney deposited with the town treasurer for their use, ready 
for them when they applyi according to an estimate made 
by three judicious disinterested frteholdersi under oath, 
appointed by a justice of peace for that purposey or as the 
selectmen and parties interested, mpiy ag^ree, then such 
^ys become established. ^ 

Towns, as often as they judge necessary, at their annual 
meeting, may vote and agree, that the selectmen may set 
out to each surveyor of highways, his district for mend- 
ing highways, and what persons shall labor under each 
surveyor) and to alter districts as the]^ shall find occa- 
sion i which service the selectmen in such case are appoin* 
ted and empowered to perform. 

It is made particularly the duty of selectmen living in 
towns through which mail stages pass, to mend and repair* 
bridges and roads nsdd by such stages» and keep the 
iff in good repai% in case of neglect, the county court 
[y order necessary repairs, and grant a warrant against 
such negligent selectmen for the expence incerred there- 
on. Statutes B. i fi. 376 — 6.- 

Selectmen are also authorized, with the approbation of 
the town to discontinue any public highway, or private 
way, laid out by themselves, or their predecessors in of- 
fice* If any person is aggrieved by the dwgs of any se- 
lectmen in discontinuHig a highway, an a^id shall be al- 
lowed to the county court, in the same manner as when 
per&ons are aggrieved in laying out highways. ' 

Statutes B. I. /I. 379. 
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Survey of a PuBMe Highway f or Private «aay. 

We the subscribe rS| selectmen of the town of ^. iapur- 
SQiMe ef the Uws of this state} for providing, aherftig^ 
f«g«liiciiiir ^ tMnding highwiysi having first gtvm reft* 
•maUe notice to the owners of the land, as the taw directs 

clidi on the day of 18 . [ar the request of 

B. C of said tonvn^ if a firivate way'\ lay out the toliowing- 
public highway [or firivate way j for ihe me of the mid fl. 
C ] in said town. Beginning at,fco. [^tieecribingtheBame.^ - 
And we hftve etttmated the damages to be psud by the 
said town [or if a fim^Ue way, by the bM B. C] as fbt* 
lows, viz* to D, E. dollars, to F. G. dollars, Sec. 
Given under our hands at A. this day of 13 

K. L T 

K . L. p S«kctmen of .A 

Maigntnent tfUmite to u Surveyar^qflSfhwaye. 

To j1. B. one of the Surveyors of hic^hways fur the town 
of C. — We the subscribers, selectmen of said town of 6% 
do hereby assign toyqu for repair, and amendment the 
current year, the highways that are within the following 
limits* viz. {describing them.'] To which assignment you 
are directed to conform yourself. 

Given under uar hands at ^. this day of 18 
' D. E. ") 

F. G. > Selectmen of 
^ - H.L J 

IDIOTS. V 

By the statute under this title, for reliving and ordering 
of Idi9ts^ impotent, distracted and idle persons, it is ptm^ 
4tif that in case of idiots, distracted, poor and impolent 
persons in any town, who have not eatate or income suffi- 
cient to support them, and no relations* who do, or may 

* Relations. ^ho stand in the degree or line of father or 
mother, grand-father or grand'^other, children or grand* 
chUdrmh if <^ fKi/^fiaenl aki&ty^ art Uabk io prtrUdcfmrimd 
take care of poor, imftotewt^ and deHraicttdJieraonM^ aa weU ^ 
**«fe wto are non compos mentis. - * 
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b6 c0tiil^ldd to p#otid6 tor tbem, 'the se1ectiil«ti ttir oyer* 
seefs of 4be poor of the towll where sueh |>eTSoii9 were 

bom, or are by law inhabitants, are empowered and requir- 
ed to make suitable provision for them at tl^e charge of 
Ruch town ; or if they belong to no town or place in this 
State, then at the eost and charge of Uie state.^ 
r^XJie MlectiBeD are also to inapeet the aAirs and man- 
.agewsent <rf all persons. in their tliwns; aftdtf they find 
anf whckare, of are likely to becmne, rcKhieed te^-Vaat bf . 
idleness, mismanagement or bad husbandry, they may ap- 
point an overseer, to advise, direct^ and order him and his 
business, for such time as they shall think proper. A cer- 
tificate whereof they are forthwith to set upon the sign- 
posty and lodge a copy in the town clerk's office. And 
thereupon mich person ahall be inca|Mri>Ie of snaking any 
valid eontract without the consent of such overseer* > 

If this measure fail to reform such person, or, if they 
judge proper, the selectmen may, without iirst appointinc^ 
an overseer^ m^kp application to the next assistant or jus- 
tice pf the p^acC} wbo shiUi issue forth hia warrant to ap* 
j|^re!i«|nd the said person for exan^oation. If the p^sqn . 
ilbscbnd^thatJbe cannot be taken, the officer shall aeave the 
warrant by copy : And thereupon the selectmen, if no 
sufficient reason be shewn to the contrary, with the advice 
of the said civil authority, are empowered to take such per- 
son and his family under their care, and assign, bind, and 
di^se of tb^min service^as they shall think best. Th^ 
are also empowered) wijth the advice of such QMji author* 
ity, to take into custody all the estate of such person^ as 

Ssll real as personal, and dispose of, improve, and manage 
e same by themselves or any under them, for the benefit 
of such person or his heirs. They may not, howcy^fi scU 
lands without the order of tlie general assembly. 

Of their proceedings a certificate under the hands of the 
Stfid iiitlionty and selectmen' must be set on the sign po^t ' 
or in MMne other public place in said town ; and a copy i 
lodged in the town clerk*s office ; and an inventory made 
within ten days after such takings of all the personal estate 

■ 

* See a case died in reiaHon to the removal of a luna(iC|. 
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to be appraised by indifferent men under oathy aad lodg- 
ed with^ the town clerk. 

. If inf person shall withhold the e^e or OMdils 4d 
such person from the aeteotmen, they are empowered^ 

demand and receive the same by suit, or otherwise from 
time to time, and are to inventory the same ; and they are 
-to take care to pay his just debts. No contract entered 
into by such persop for the time being shall be valid i|i iair. 
; If agicrieved, he maf apply to the county cooH who Are to 
.afford aiich ririief as tbey judge proper. 

Sckctmeti^s com/ilaint to the County Court /or children to 

puUnUdn imfigtenx pwrenia, 

'To the honorable County Court, Sec. 
We the subscribers, selectmen of the town ofvf. in said 
county, pursuant to the statute for relieving; and ordering^ 
of idiotS} impoteoti distracted and idle persons^ inform 
the said court j and complaint makC} that B. C. an inhabit*- 
ant of the said A. \% poors impotenti and unable to sap« 
port aM provide for Umselft and has no estate wherewith* 
al it may be done; and they beg leave further to inform 
the said court that D. E. of F, in said county is grandson 
[or son a# the ctue may de} to the said C. and so relat* 
ed within the degree limited by said statute to render him 
fiable for his support and maintenance, and of sufficient 
ability to do the same ; yet the saidJD* £. neglects and re« 
fiises to affiard aoch support and maintenance to the said 
B. C, Wherefore your complainants pray the said 
court, to order that the said D. E. shall afloid suchVjie- 
cessary support and maintenance to the said J3. C as is 
by the atatute aforesaid provided. Dated &c* 

G. H. 1 

LK* V Selectmen of wf. 
L.M.J 

The aupreme court held in the case Mack t. Paraons^ 
September Tmik^ 1786, New^London Coutttf » that A 
aon-in-lawt s not belden for the parents* support within the 

words of the statute, nor is he within the intent of it ; 
which i s merely to enforce the law, of nature, or the mu- 
tual obligation of support between psrent and cbildi reibul^ 
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itgii|^.fr#i^ that iMFf'or their natural relation to tach ollr- 
er." So has been the expoaittoQ of the English statutct 

expressed in like terms, where the son-in-law wasadjudg- 

. to be not holden, thougli he received a iortune with hia 
.iwife* ja^iiy*^ Mefi.fi. 156. ' 



f;t. * SclMtmff^ comfiUtnt agaimt a fieraonfw idHeneu^ ^e. 

To ^. B, Esq. justice of the peace, Sec. come C. D. £, F, 
'^an& G. /f. selectmen of the town ot /^. in the county oC 
F. and In pursuance of a statute of this state Cor relieving 
and ordering of idtotS) impotent^ distracted and idle per- 
' sons, complain and inform^ that /. of said R. by idle* 
ness, mismanagemt?nt and bad husbandry is likely to be 
reduced to want and \v)ith his family^ as the case may be'^ 
become chargeable to the said town ot R. wherefore we 
De^lh0Kaai^Mlec&i|en request the said justice to issue his 
> iWaMl(||<to apprehi^d the body of the said X JC. that he 
T Jifiay be mamined concerning such idleneasy &e. and be 
dealt with as by the sai4 .fttatute is pnovided* Dated^ 

♦?r^vi: V, ,E. F. V Scle§^me|i of 

- ■"0L'- ' ■■',.1 ' - G» H. J. _ .*-•■"'':> *. 

r \ Mike of the foregtdfig firoce^» . 

Whereas /. A" of in the^county of in pursuance. 

"^^^f the statute of this state for reKeving and ordering of id- 
iots, impotent, distracted and idle persons, and by virtue af 
a warrant under the hand of ^. Esq. justice of peace for 
said county, was on the * day of brought ba- 
^^f'fore the said justice and the selectmen of said B. ; and 

* wa9 duly examined concerning his idleness mismanage- 
ment and bad husbandry, upon the complaint and inform- 

. ation of the said selectmen. And whereas on such eau^m* 
Ifntidii it was judged bert by said aelactmen, by ahd with 
the advice of . the said justice, to take the aaid 1. JT., his 
family and estate under their care : Thefefere the said- 
selectmen, by and with the advice of the said justice, did, 
on the day of appoint L. M. of said a 

. master* or overseer, over the said /. K. him to oversee, 
idirect and govern according to law for one year next en- 
suing } and did bind h^B in seryice to the said 
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JUROR& 

See under tbift title in^Jtrt first, where the duties of se- 

lectmui given io the leciUloi' the i>Utute» 

USTERS. 

TRe cItU authority and selectmen, together with the 

listers in the respective towns, may abate from the list of 
maic persons not exempted by law, the polls of such per- 
sons as are disabled by sickness, lameness or oiiier infirm- 
ity) provided such abatement do not exceed ona*ieatb paurt 
of such polls } and provided such jkbatenient be made on 
or before the first Thursday in October annually. The 
list from which such abatements are to be made may iq* 
elude military exempts. 

^ia^uieu B, i./i. 458 and Jj* ii.fi. 7Q, 

MILE^STON£& 

The statute under this title, makes it the duty of select- 
men in towns, on post-roads, at the expence of the town, 
to erect and keep np mile-stones, least two feet high, 
neartlie side of the common traveliiog roadt marked with 
the^ distances from the county town of the county, accor^ 
ding to the mensuration made by public order. 

ki case of neglect for the space of one month after no- 
tice ^ven them for that purpose, the selectmen shall pay 
and forlcil tiie sum q[ seven dollars^ one half lo the pi*ose« 
.cutor, and the other half to the town. 

Statutes B, i.fi. 495. 

Any person pulling down, breakings or defacing any 
mile-stone, post^guide, or other monument for the diMo* 
tion of travellers, or any i:^iling by law erected on any 
causeway or public road, for the safety of travellers, such 
piirson sliall pay to the towii corporation, or preprielors 
ownincr such mile-stone, kc. or raiHng, treble damages ; 
and a fine not exceeding ^even dollars^ for the use of the 
town where the offeocie ia committed. 

, Ssatutei ii./t^ 107. 
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MiUTIA. 

For the duty of selectmen in relation to this title, see 
the tttle Militia under the power and duty of Towns, in 
pan first, where the law is reciied. 

MINISTERS. 

See the statute recited under this title in the first part of 
this compilation, in which are defined the power and duty 
of selectmen. 

NAILS. 

In towns where nails are manufactured for sale or ex* 
portation, the avU authority and selectmen are authorized' 
and required to appoint sonate suitable person or persons, 
to be nail inspector, or Inspectors, who shall be sworn to 
the faithful discharge of their duty. And the civil author- 
ity and selectmen so appointing such inspectors, are to 
affix the rate of fees which such inspectors shall receive 

for inspecting,weigbing,packing,branding and storing, to 
be paid by the mauufccturer. SiameB A /. p. 536. 

PAUPERS. 

JPcrm for ataUng and certifying accmtts for 9upJiort ofPaui^ 

[As prescribed by the Controller of pubHc accounts pur- 
suant to law ] 

State of Connecticut. To the Selectmen of Dr.- 
For the cxpencc of supportiog^State Pjoqlif^^ 

^ paid for his 1 :^ H j v ^ ^ 

boardirom to ^ , ; , / , 

y weeks at 

(N. B. Date9 to the necessary ar ticks 
of cloathini^ f urnished, and all chargM tO ^ 

^€ mpfimed with voucAeri.) — . . 

■ 1 il 

1 

> Seiectpic% 
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We the tubacriberi, be^g the zik ]or pail ottht selctt- 

men of do certify, thai above mentioned is a 
foreigner, born in who came into this country in 

and into this state from ' oQthe day of 

and has resided in the town of 

f Imeritht place9^ and parity qftime J 
That he came into chia town on the dajr of 
from of which the aelectmen were notified within 
Iburteen days : and that he was on the * day of 
Warned to depaii the town, being within three months 
after he first came therein — that his sicliness com men- 
ced within the hrst three months after he came imo the 
town, and has ever since and still conttnuea sick to such 
a degreei that he cannot safely be removed ; that he hath 
never resided $ix years in any town in this state ; and that 

he hath not any relations, nor is tiieirany other person or 
town liable by law I'ov his support ; that he nas pr or, aiicl 
in a suffering; condition, and needed the relief that has beeu 
afforded him, to the amount of 

We further certify, That {Here nam other fieratms th^i ' 
have been sufifiorted,) 

Dated at 




Selectmen. 



County^ 9$. >^ 
Personally appearedi A. B., C and JE. F,^ snhscrib* 

era to the foregoing account and certificate, being a major 
part of the selectmen of , and made oath to 

the justness and reasonableness of the charges therein, and 
to the truth of ail the facts stated in the certificate. 

Befi»re me^ . Jnatice of Peace. 

POOR. 

■ 

The statute, prescribing the powers and duties of se- 
lectmen in. the maiotainance and support of the poor, is 
recited in partfirat*. SeeabatbetiUeCaiLDavviotlua 
second part» 
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Set.lU »tatiit« with io pail fiirst of tbiA iroik^ 

* • < 

See Ibe atalule regulating pounds in part first* 

SRQVISI0N8« 

The inspectionla^ft of the state authorise and direct 

the civil authority and selectmen in the several towns, and 
the mayor, aldermen and common council in the sereral 
cities in which the articles therein enumerated, are put 
U)^ or from which they are, ezported» to appoint some 
meet person or persons to be iospectorSf surveyors, and 
^ckers ; who shall be severalljr sworn to a faithful dis* 
charge of fheh* duty in the same manner, mutath muiM^ 
ills, as surveyora of highwaysj Sec. Statutes £. i,fi. 312, 

|IATI;S- 

The powofi and duties of ielecttnen» fn tht system of 
tixail6n in this state, are defined in thfi statutei reche^ 

under this title in the first part of this wdrk. 

In the case therein mentioned, when any collector of a 
town tax, neglecting to collect and pay the same shall de« 
liver up his rate«bUi or bills to the selectmeni they are 
to depute some person to coi^kplete the same by a war* 
nnt under thenr hands which may he in th0 fottowin||^ 
form^vizt 

To ^. J9* of C. Greeting. « 

We the subscribers, selectmen of the town of 2>. by 
virtue of the laws of this state, providing for the collee* 
twi and payroen) of rates and t^xtSf^* do by these pres- 
etota depute you the said J. B. in the place and stead of 
Mm wP« late collector of a to wn tax in said JJ. to receite the 
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tate bill [or wbkb was [or «i#ff ] committed to the 

said £, I*\ and by him neglected to be colieclrd and pai(l ; 
and we do hereby autttorize and empower you lo com- 
plete the colltrclnjn thereof, iindei the regula'ions in s«iid 
laws provided. And you ure to complete the collection 
of such remaining auma due on the said ra.e-bilt iortUki} 
aod pay in the same to the treasurfibf the said town of 
C. for the time being, on or before the day of 
Bext ensuing. 

Given under our bands this day of i8 

G. H. 1 
' I. K I Selectmen of C 

L. M.J 

RIOTS. 

In case of a riotous assemblage, selectmen among oth- 
er officers, are authorized to compikand silence when proi;* 
lamation is making ; and to make or cause to be nuuie 
proclamation in words to the following effectf vis. 

^ In the name, and by the authority, of the people of 

^ Connecticut, I charge and command all pL-rsons asscm- 
*• bled, immediately to disptrsc iheiu^t Ivts, ai.d pearca- 
<^ biy to depart to their habitation^ or to their la>viul busi- 
^ nesS} upon the pains and penalties contaiued in the net 
^ or law of this satate entitled an act for preventing rik. 
^ ots and rioters*'* ^ - . 

They are also required, on notice^ or knowledge of any 
such unlawful assemblyi to resort to the place lor ths^ 
purpose. 1 

If after proclamation made, such asssmbly doe!§ not dis- 
porscy then it shall be lawful for such selectmen or other 
officers to command assistancei and to seise upon nodL 
npprehend the rioters lor punishment. 



SEWERS, 

♦ 

Proptietors.of lands through which dams, draiosi and 
tewers are loiide agreeably to the pipyismfi of the i^tstute 
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with this titlet whenever thef think themselves aggrieved 

by the doings of scavcngci may at their own cost, with- 
in ten (lays make applicaiion to the selectmen of that town 
where such land^ he ; who, beint^ no ways parlies to the 
controversy^ shall anew appraise the cost of any repairs 
made by the said scavengers! and the party deficient 
shall pay cfouble cost according to their appraisement 

Smtutes B. j.fi. 594. 

SHEEP. 

For the power of selectmen in relation to sheepi i^e 
the same title in the first part of this work* 

8electmen*8 scnfence agdinst a nUacAievouaor BusfiiciouB Dog. 

Pursuant to the provisions of the statute of this state^ 
enUtled An Act for ordering, restraining, and preaerv- 
kig sh^pv*' and on complaint and information of J* A» 

of C, this day made to the subscriber, one of the select- 
men of said C, stating that damac^cs have been done a- 
mong his sheep or cattle, by worryinp^ [_ivoundi7u^ or kit' 
Ung^ as the case may dr] the same ; and that he lias reason 
to believci and does believct that a certain dog [or dq^si} 
MongiDg to &. of odd town \de9eribing $hem\ have 
done^he aampt whereupon ly the said selectmani having 
dfriy^nsidertd and examined the allegations and eviden- 
ces offered by the said /i., and such other matters as 
was thouti;ht proper, as to the reasonablent sa ot such sus- 
picion ; and upon such consideration and cji^aioinationi be« 
ing satisfied there is great reason for suspicion that the 
said dog £ar dog^l has [or havtl done the said mischief % 
I do hereby accordingly, by virtue of the said statutes 
give sentence that said dog [or dogs] be killed* 

Given under my hand at C. aforesaid, this day of 
IB. jf . G.) one of th^ selcctmea of said C« 

SICKNESS. • ' . 

As under the present copious provisions of our laws 
upon this subject, the civil authority are in most cases as<- 
aociated with the selectmco/tlie compiler was induced to 



Digitized by 



believe that the sugrgestion of aU the mio^ inform w 
cessary in the course of transactions Chfi«uL iroiild be 
iiccmed a superfluoiis labour. 

For the pescribed form far lUting:, and certifying ac- 
cmmts ^nst the sUte for expcnce* of sick foreiMers. 
seePAUfxas, 

* 

8IGN*POSTS. 

See the statutes under the title Sion^Postsi redted in 
the preceding part. 

SLAVES. 

All sla?es set free by their owners, whoafcenrards cotn^ 
to Want) are to be maintained by thdir fyrmcr owners $ and 
on their reiiisal so to do, such slaves are to be relie^d by 
the aelectnien of the town to whi.h tbejr belong t and the 
selectmen shall recover of the saii owner% or masters all 
the chas«e and cost ther are at for soeb relief, in the u 
ml mammv as m case of other debts. Provided however 

. When any master or owner of any slave Sbdl be dis' 
posed to emancipate and make free such slavct sotf ahnll 
apply to any two of the cinl auttoritf, Wmieif theSrS 

teWongs.lt^hall1ie*eduty of said authority, or au- 
ttowy and selectmeft (as the case may be) to enq. ire in- 
l»tlie liealth and age of such slave, and if they find unon 
examination, that such slave is in f^ood healih, and is not 
of greater age than forty-five years, or less than twenty* 
five years, the said authoritfyor authority and sekctmen 
ahail give to the owner er master of aueh slave a certifil 
catc tbered^ under their himds. PrvMed, That previ- 
ous to giving sueh certificate, the person giving the same 
•hall be convinced by actual examination of the slave to 
be made free by such certificate, that he or she is desir- 
ous thereof. Swuiw B. i.fi. 624, 635 md 626. 

STOCKS. 
See this title in the preceding part.^ 
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•STRAYS. 

m 

m 

, Iac«ses of lost goods, or stray beastSy where no owner 
Appears in twelve months and a day, after registering the 
same) the irahie thereof according to the appraisement 
made as the hw directs, after ^iJl^st dues to the kceperi 

finder, and register are defrayeciT^ the use ofthe treas- 
ury of the town where such goods or btast were found| 
and the selectmen of such town are fully empowcd to re* 
cover and receive the same for the use of said town. 

TAVERNS. 

The powers and duties of selectmen in relation to 
TAvsRNsare defined under that title in the preceding part. 

Certtficate of ncmdnaticn of Tmem^keefiera. 

'At a meeUog of tii9 [civU authority] selectmen, grand 
jurors, and constables, in the town of ii/the town be 
4€HituH, ^cipM auihority ai the ifMfrr«— there being 
at Ihia time no eivil authority in said town] duly convened 
at in said town, on the day of January 18 , the 
following persons are nominated to keep houses of public 
entertainment, or taverns, in said town, lor the ensuiog 
year as ih^ law directs, viz. 

B. C.f Ji. JLy F. ks^c. , 

Dated at this day of AS I 

; ' ^ Y \ of Peace.l 

O. P« (- Sdeetmen. 
Q.R.J 

I^Jy. \ Grand-jurjrmen. 

^'J' I Constables. 
To the Hon. County Court, &c 

" Where the town is destitute of civil authority at th6 

time, the certificate gf the olhcr gflicei s is competent! 

JL a - - ' 
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Whereas it is understood by the sab&cribers, two of the 
civil authority I and a majority ci the selectmen of the town 
of C. itiat wf. B.f of saul town, by feaaon of an tnteiii« 
perit« vMt of qiifiloiis liquori is in danger of tMong reda- 
€spd to want, mispendiag his timet mA negfedtfig to pro* 
vide for his family ; and whereas on the day of 
last past, in pursuance of the statutes for licencing houses 
of public entertainment, or taverns. Ice. the said ji. B, was 
duly citedf mA cansed to come beibvo ike s^id auttioiilf 
and adactmeiii and d«ljr admonished to refrain from auch 
intamperancci as the law directs. And whereas it appeasa 
that such admonidon has not produced the desired effect. 
We do therefore, by virtue of the statutes aforesaid, here* 
by forbid all persons to sell or procure any spiritous li- 
quors to or for the said ji. B. without permission in man- 
ner provided bj law, on the penalty in such case prescrib- 
ed by the atatotea afbresaid< Of which ail persons are td 
ttke doe notioe. 

^ven under our hands at C. the day of IS 

p. E. ? Civil authority, or Jus^ 

F.G.J ticesQCtbepi^^* 
' U 1. 1 

M.N.J 

*tbl\^ nptifip^on to posted m thf «9Vpra} j|igfl*PP9t9 
in the town. • 

(Miation to kc^ifrs qf diao^^rly Tavernf/of txc^n^g^ji^^t. 

To A* fl- l^^per of a boiiaa of pdiBe enfertMimtiit ift CL 

Whereas it is represented to os the subscribers, the 
civil authority and selectmen in said C. that you the said 
ji. B. do not duly observe the laws for regulating houses 
ijS public antertainmen^ ImH anffar^diiorders and irreg^lai- 
itiea tpJi^ IUS|f|l|a^ theae 
are daprefora»* in pnrsuanoe of the Hatnfea fiir Bcancing, 
and regulating houses of public entertainmenti See. to re* 
^uirc you to make your personal appearance before us at 
on the day of next, tfaatdue examina- 
lion ;|my ^ (^erning the truth^jnicb r^M^Bs^pU- 
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^tnt^^mA lh«t you may ba deali mtb accordingly. Here* 
of }Nm aro not to biL Gifon wdor our haads at C Uiia 
dafof , A.D^18 

D. E. ? CivQ authority f or Itto* 

F* G. 5 Ucea of the Pt^ace* , 
H. I. S 

K. L. > Sekctmen. 

Ordrr stafeemion of a tavem»ke^ier*^ Ucence. 

At a court holden in the town, of C in the county of A 

<pn the day of A. D. IS : Present— 

jD. E. and i^* Cr. justiceauof the pe«ce» and H, /.| iT. JU 
and -M, A% selectmen in said town, being a majority of 
^Ibo eliii wibori^ and s^eatmen in aatd town ; Af 
keeper of a house of public entertainment hi said town^ • 
having been duly cited before the said court to be exam« 
ined concerning the truth of certain allegations against 
himi representing that the said B, does not duly ob- 
4ierve tii^ (aws for regulating houses of public entertains 
mentt but suffera diaordem and irregularitiea to be prao* 
tised in his tiouae ; [it noiip htfare mM wwHfanFmich em^ 
fmbmHcn^ if he aflficar^ and now a ftall lieaffinf^ and esani^ 
ination is accordingly had in the premises, as well the sef^- 
^ral pleasi proofs, and defence of the said ji, B, as of any 
and all proper evidence in support of such allegations 
whereupon it appears to said court that the said . B, is 
in faultf and that he ia^TG^kf of maseoDdoct m safeiiog 
4iionleta and irreguhiiides to be praetised in his house as 
nforeaaid ; k is therelDfe considered by the said court, 
and they do therefore in virtue of the statute aforesaid, or- 
der that the licence of the said ^. B. to keep a house of 
public entertainment ip SAid town^ be, and the same ac« 
^^ii^y iif fiom the date hereof until the seirilion of tho 
mmj oouit ne«t' li^'bt hoM^ kt. wli^ suspended; 

*llii4lhi*thaaiii4* Adopay tbtcnttoCUus pEoceo** 
ings tSKsd at, ice. 

Gven under our han4a at C afimsaidi iiho day of 
<A.J»<i» ^ 
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in 



- eimitaf tamt^ maetHs nmmnm»y MiJ^tm tited in c^se of 

the non-appearance of the person ciied, or of his acquittal 

and dischai ge ; and n ccrtitifd copv of the fore^^om^ form, 
or a similar one, in case of suspensioni must be transmU* 
ted to the countjr court. 

TOWir-OFFICERS. 

It is the duty of selectmen, foi thwith after the choice * 
of tovvii-oftirers at the annual to \vn-nr>ee tings, to see that 
all those oncers of whom an oath is by law required, be 
summoned and sworn to a faithful discharge of their res-* 
pecUve offices and trusts. Statutea £. i. fi. 6M. 

Selcclmeii^^warrant to swimwii Town-OJ/lcers to take their 

Oaths oj Office. 

To one of the Constables of the tQ;^Q of C.» Greeting. 

By authority of the state of Contteeticttty you are hereby 
required and tommanded ibrthVith^ to notify and sum- 
mon the following persons [inaerting the name* of the /wr- 

eorjs chosen^ with the offices to ivhkh they are resfiectively 
ap/ioin(td^^ to make their personal appearance before D.E. 
Esq. one of the Justices oi the peace for Jb\ county, at his 
dwelling-house in said C on the day of next, at 
^e o*clock in the nooUf to take the oaths by law pro* 
ipided to qualify them for the dnchArge of the offlees to 
•which they are respectirely chosw. Hei^of fail not) and 
of your doings make due and seasbtiable return, dated, 8cc. 

G. U. ^c. Selecunen. ^ 



TOWN-MEETING&^ • 

% 

Annual town-meetings for the choice df town^>officers, 
as well as all necessary special town-meetings, are to be 
notified by the selectmen of each town, or by such others 
US they shall appoint for that purpose. 

AnnusI town-meetings are by laiv tt be facdden some* 
time in the WoSS^^lJ^emberts^ December. 
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Th« freehoUers iti4 other fnh«bHaiits of the town of 

^. quaUfied^to rate in town^mtetings, am bercbjr notified 
and warned that a meeting of ihe suid inhabitants will be 
holden at in said town on the day of next) 
at nine o'-clock in the forenoon, to make choice of all such 
town officers for the year ensuing as towns are by law re- 
4|uired or allowed to choose in jhe nionth of Mmember or • 
J>a uw k $r enmiallyy and do other bosioess which 
may be^fbund necessary and proper to be done. Datec^ 
lcc« B. C) Selectmen. 

N. B. Qualified voters in town-meetings arc, all free* 
nen in tliat town whereto they belong} and other inhabit* 
inls or house^boldersi being iweoty-ooe years of nge* bar* 
ing resided in the town one year» and possessing a free- 
liold estite rated in the eommon list at nine doUarsi not 
eubject to mortgage, or personal estate rated in the said 
list at one hundred and thirty-four dollars, bciide bisper« 
son. ^aiuiee B. i.fi. ^O.md B. ii.fi. 123. 



TOWN-TREASURER. 

Monies of the town in their treasury arc subject to the 
orders of the selectmen, with whom the town treasurer ts 
i^y law required to Account^ at kast annually. 



TRESPASS. 

# 

In the statute under this title in certain cases of tres- 
pass in which the damage sustained is estimated by two 
indifferent " able men" to be procured by the party tres* 
passed upon ; if the party charged ahall be dissatis&ed 
with the estimation of dameget he may apply to the 
lectmeOf whoee duty it shall be to nominate and appoint 
two able lodiflfercnt men to review and adjudge between 
the parties, whose determination shall supercede the first 

iudgfl^ent* Swmc^ B. /. fi^ 
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139 Selectmen. {rART ijtf 

' jtppdniment of Jfi/irai9€r9 to review and adjudge. 

To A. B. and C.D.oiE. ' 

Whereat G. of said E, having auatained damage in 
bis cid or other enclosiire^ by the horses, ken of //". 

/. of said K. did piocui e A. L. and A/. ot said A. to 
vie'vv and adjudge the said da'riJ^p^e. and whereas the said 
/. upon ijoiice therecd, iS dissaii^fitid wilhthe damcig^e, 
adjudged by the said K* ^. and JsT, and desires that 
two able and tndifferent^lnen be nominated and ail|K)}med 
by us the subscribers* selectmen of said E. in pursua^kce 
of the statute entided " An act for detecting and punishing 
trespasses in divers cases, and dacciiug proctcdings 
therein to review and adjudge tliC said damav^e : We 
do therefore, in virtue oi the siid statute, hereby nominate 
and appoint you the said A. B. and C. D, to review and 
adjudg^e as aforesaid. And of your doings herein* and 
your charges for reviewing^ &c. you are to make return aft 
soon as may be« Given under our bands this day 
•f A. D. 18 . ' 

O. P. 1 

Q. R. y Selectmen, 
b. T. J 



VICE. 

The selectmen from time to time are to make diligent 
enquiry of all house-holders within their respective 
towQS} how they are furnished with bibles ; and if upon 
such inquiry any house*holder be found without one bi- 
l>ie at least) then the selectmen shall warn tbe sud house- 
holder forthwith to provide one bible at leasts for tbe use 
and benefit of his fumily. And if the same be neglected, 
then the said selectmen shall make return thereof to the ' 
next authority, who may deal with such house-holder's 
family according to the directions of the law relating to 
the -educating and goTerning of children. See Ckil- 

SItfiK. 

And all such families as are numerons, and where cir- 
cumstances will, allow thereof, sliall be supplied with hi- 
hies according to the number of persons of capacii/ ts 

« 

'V 
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use the same in such families ; and with a suitable num- 
ber of oi ihodox c^techisih b oviiil oth-LT i^cod books oi pmc- 

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES* 

For the dutv of selectmen in relation to this titlC) seii 

the saiue in the liii^t part ol uiis work* 

■ * 

WORK-HOUSES* 

When any person shall be committed to any house of 

correction, or work- house, in case he or she belong to any 
towii in thisbtaie, suiu»l)Ie materials, such as are necessary 
and convenient for keeping such person at work during 
their abode herein, shnli be provided at the charge of 
said town. And the sekctnu n of the Siaid town shall de* 
liver the 9ame to tij^e ma&ter of such housof or be account- 
able to him for the charge and expence thereof^ and as- 
sess the inhabitants for the same. 

And if any person comn^ittcd as aforesaid, sball be un- 
able to woi k, or be weak or sick, tlun to be rtlieved by 
the master or kf eper of sucli housC) who shall be again 
reimbursed what he shall so necessarily expend for the 
telief of such person or persons, if he belong to any town 
In this state^ by the selectmen of, tha^ town j and the se- 
lectmen may assess the inhabitants of such town to an- 
swer the same ; except such ptrsoiis, bci:ig w e ::k or sick 
as aforesaid, were at the time of t'leir coninutnient in 
their minority and under the care of parents or nnasters* 

t 

WRECKS. 

When any shipwrecked property shall be discovered 
on the sea-coasi of this stalci it shall he the duty of the 
selectmen of the nearest town theretOi and it shatl be l«*w- 
ful for any other person to take the. most eff.ctual aieas-y 
1UCS foT saving aod sccuiing the nm^ i and if seed ,be»^ 
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such person or pmona shall apply to one tadstaoi <lf jn* 
fice of the peacct who is authortked t» graftC iiS 

wamnt) directed to a prd^r officer^ to impress and caQ^ 

forth proper assistance for that purpose : And that the 
person or persons securing such property, suall jnimedi- 
atcly give notice thereof to the judge of the county court 
in the county where the same shall be secure^ w/io 
thali' direct the sheriff of the said county to seJae the sai^ 
froperty, and the same keep said hold mitti it shaH be 
leased or disposed of by order of said court. And if any 
owner of such property, being a person entitled by the 
laws of the land, or the laws of naiions, to a lesloratioa 
thertof, shail within a year and a day after such srizure, 
•ppear and claim the slamtf it slmll be restored to him, cm 
peying such reasonable costs and MlTage* fer the person 
to erhom due, as the said court shall" order and alloMr. 
And in case tio such own^r shall, within that time appear^ 
and claim said property and pay costs and salvage, ascer- 
tained as aforesaid, the same shall be sold by order of saicf 
court, and ihe avails thereof (first dedu?:ting reasonable 
costs and salvage ibr the persons to whom ^ue) shall bar 
lodged in the treasury of thia state. 

Prcvided^ That if the property be oln perisiiable mi* 
tore^ the court may order the siime to be sdM t amd alao^ 

that in any case where no owner appears in one month nf^ 
tcr seizure, to pay salvage and coals, tlie court may order' 
the sale of so much thereof, as shal^ pay j^uc^ salvage an^f 
tosta.. <StoMe#^.#.A.694« . ' 

♦ I * • ^ t 

POWEK ANP DUTY OF TOWN CLSIO;^ 

An act concerning Town»clerks* office and dnty# 

$ I, Be it enacted^ iSc. That the town clerk or register 
0f every town in this.statc9 shall record all marriages, births 
nod deatbt oC persons in their towns ; and that all pir* 
MtSt masters, ^xecotors, and administraitors fespectivelyi 
shall bring in to the register of the town to which thef 
belong, the names of such persons belonging fo them as 
either shall be born or die : and also every ne^v married 

immohiA bans the lime of iiii marriage sitfScitnUjF; 
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QrovetU eitjier by certificate from him that marikd theo^ 
or by other legal proofs to the register witbiD one monila 

after such birlh, death or marriage ; and every persoa 
nri^lecting shall forfeit sixty-seven cents ; and for every] 
jTionth after the said firstmouih>,«^^^-^^i^^nfro/A amomi^ 
ivlierein it is neglected* 

2* And the registers of every town shallt as &r 
ttiey can come at, give in an account of all such neglectn 
to the grand-jury, who shall make presentment thereof toi 
the next assistant or jusiice oi ihe peace iii the coualy ^ 
lyiiich forfeiture shall be paid to the town treasurer. 

§ 3. Be it further enacted^ That there shall be a suita- 
ble book or books for registering, kept in each tQwa VBt 
ti^ States witk an index or alpbabel<tQ tfae aave^-cono- 
lainiag the names of the g ranters md grant^ Md «hor 
of the grantees and grantors in alphabetical order; \t% 
which book or books the town clerk or register shall re- 
cord every man's house, and lands (granted and measureci 
Q^i to him, With tbe bounds aiKl quantiues of the aaoMs* 
apd d^te the time of bis entering aU jstiob i^ecords* 

% 4. And if any grantor being leuquired by the gvantcK^ 
£ia heirs or aaugns, to make acknowledgment of anjr 
grant, sale, mortgage, or bargain by him made, and shall 
refuse so to do, the grantee, or his heirs may enter caution 
livith the recorder upon such houses and lauds as are to 
bin^ granted} tuMPgaiAedf sold, or mortgaged ; which cau^ 
tioa shall secure the intfTest of tb# granteo till a itgal 
trial hath passed onto a final issue acoocding to law ; luul 
the judgment of the court being delivered to the record- 
er, under the clerk of the court's hand where the case was- 
tried, shall be his warrant to record the said grant, al- 
though the grantor shall refuse to acknowledge the same i 
and a copy of the same under the band of tl^e register oi? 
town clerk» aad an asaiataiHf or oonauasieneri or jitsdce 
^ peacci^aod one of the selectiiwn>^all be a suflScianls 
and legal evidence to all and every person and persons 
that shall have the same, to all intents, ends and purposes 
for the holding of the same fitm to himi his heirs apd 
assigns for ever. «. 

Mma^a prwitkdf That no register shall recoid any 
iMida to any perwi.^xcept ho'birid the same in his own 
nghti and niake it lipp'ear to t&e derk qt register} that ho 
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kath ckat lii^l la those laodji by stiiEcieiit 

fuiet possessToii) deed of gift, or acknovledgnieiit^i!^ 

gramor befiNre the said register. 

% 5. And to' previmt tnewvenieneeB and unnecessary 
trouble that inau tnaut by unwritten grantdj bargains^ saieM^ 
or mortgages : 

Beit further enacted^ That after the first day pi Manif 
mt€ ihauMmdmx kundred and ^ixty^tme^ iJl'grantSi ba^ 
faiiM) sales, and mortgages made of houses and lands 
Shall be in writing and subscribed by the gruHor, wUh 
bis own hand or mark, unto which mark his name shall 
be annexed, and also attested by two witncssess, with 
their own hands or markS| unto which marks their names 
shall be annexed. 

' % 6. And after the first of SefUemhir^ one tkdusawd mx 
Wnndred tod oeventjfthreef all grants ami deeds made of 
ioiises and hatds shall be acknowledged befim asaisl ' 
int, or commissioner, or justice of the peace. 

§ 7. And that no grant after the time aforesaid, shall be 
accounted completed according to Jaw, but such as arc 
writteoi subscribed, witnessed and acknowledged as albre- 
ftid : and aU such grants shall be recorded accoti^g l» 
bw. ' 

5 8. And the town clerk or register in each town ^i 
this state, shall keep the town book or books of their re- 
spective towns ; and shall truly enter in the said book or 
books idl votes of the said towoi grants of land, choice of 
town officers} and other town acts and matters upon his 
Mfth (exoept when necessarily absent) and shall grant ftll 
M^ies of th^ same as need shall require^ for reasoiyiUe 
Mtisfaclion* * 

§ 9. jind be it further enacted^ That no grantor deed 
of bargain) sale or mortgage made of any houscs'or lands 
Urithin this state, from and after the first day of Afdrckf 
me thousand seven hundred and nine^ shall be accounted 
food and effisetuat in law to hdd »ich houses and 'lamis^ 
agafnstanjr oilier person or jperaons whatsoei^r bnt'tke 
l^antor or grantors, and their heirs only; unless 
grant, deed or deeds thereof be recorded at length in the 
records of the fown wher^ such houses and lands do lie. 

^'^lO, And the town clerk or register in every town in 

^ 8t|tej ahaU on the receipt of any grami dee4i conrey- 
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W Yaottjgige of any fioiMe or land bfongfil 4a bim l# 
liecofdy not^ thereupon the dmjf montb and year when he 
received the aame, and the record shall bear the aami» 

date. ... 

* § II. jind it is further enacted^ That if any town clerk 
or register within this state, shall neglect to do and per- 
Arm his duty according to the foregoing paragraph oftiiia 
aet| and be thereof convicted, he ahaU pay a fine of «nvqr 
ieem doffara to the treasury of the county whereto be b^ 
longs for every such neglect. SMuie§ J3. /. jfi. 652. 

Act in addition to an Act) entitled An Act concern* 
ing Town-Clerks* Office and Duty/' 

^1. Be it enacted^ l^c. That no lease hcrcnfter madc^ 
^^of anf houses or landsr within thia state, for life, or auf 
'term cf time) exceeding one year^ shall ffom and aftar 

the first day of Seftiember next, [1789] be accounted good 
and effectual in law, to hold such houses or lands against 
"any other person or persons whatsoever) but the lessor or 
lesaorSf and their hairs only ; unless such lease be in writ* 

'ibg, and subscribed by the lessor, and attested by two 
subscribing witnesses, and acknowledged before an asust-' 

'suit, or justice of the peace, and be recorded at length, in 
tiie records of the town where such houses and lands are, 

• ^ 2. ^ml be it further enacted^ That no leases of houses 
'and lands, already made for term of life, or any term of 
^ time) exceeding one year from the time of rising of thia 
' tosemUy, shall be good and eflectual in law, against any 
.Vither person or persons, but the lessor or lessors, and t^r 

beirs ; unless the same be recorded in the records of the 
"town where such estate lies, on or before said iiibtday of 
Seji t e md c r ntxt. Statutes B, j, /i. 654» 
- It has been adjudged ( IViiiardv. Hutchinaon^ 8. C. 179*) 
that a town-clerk being a public officer, having Received n 
deed for record, may not suffer it to go out of his hands 
unrecorded, and if he does, will be ItaUe to any persea 
Urbo shall recrive prejudice thereby. 

In Strong^a caae^ the Superior Court, County of Litch- 
field, November Term 1787, on motion, granted a manda- 
mua to compel a town-clerk, jind register of deeds, to re- 
cord a deed which had be^ more than one year before 



j 
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ihc motion* lodged on file in his office to be recorded ; and 
.which the said register had absolutely refused to recoi^l^ 

For towti-derk's oathy ace part first) page 6L 

ITie several duties of town-clerks, not particularly enu- 
merated in the foregoing statute, are principally compriz- 
ed under the following titles ; and for the most part, will 
lie found under corresponding titles in part iirst of lh4 p8#« 
sent work* viz. ^ £ 

F&uxKN| GRAVA-jtmoRSi . JuaovSf^^ 
Laws, Lxasbs^ ^IttmiSf w. } 

Pounds, Rates, REcoRfts^Jt 

Sheep, SxRAVSt TowkS| 



Vjck. 



FREEMEN. 



The duties of lown-clerks in relation to this title will be 
found in the statutes recited in part fust. 

^t is by a iatt statute made the duty of town-clerka to 
furnish the civil authority and aelectmen, at their meet- 
ings for the admission of freemeni with the list book which 
shall have been last perfected; and lodged in his oiEcc* 

Town<lerl^9€ertifieate vfwniwimt. » ' 

This may certily that at a freemen's meeting regularly 
nssembled in the town of jf. on the day of 18 ixy 
JB, C. of said wf. was duly admitted and sworn a freeman of 
the state of Connecticut, in open freemen's meeting ; an^ 
has been by direction of the authority and' selectmen ifi 
said town, duly enrolled in the roll of freemen in said town 
as the law directs. Dated, &c. 

• D. E. Town-clcrfc . 

V 

.. QRAND.JURORS. 

It is made the duty of town-clerks to make return to 
ih^ clerk of the county court within , tlie same coun^ oS 
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fjLUt JCRORs. Laws, 13f 

the names of the grand-jurors elected in Ihcir respective 
towns at their annual town meetings for electing towa of- 
ficers who fthall havd accepted and been sworn. 

Statutes up. 3ri. 

Retufn Ch'and*Jur(^ the Cierk of the Court* 
At a meeting of the iVeehoklLrs and other inhabitants 
of the town of A. qualified to vote in town meetings kgallf 
•ftsenibled on the day of ; 

B.C^D, £.f aodi^* G. were duly elected grmd-jufori 
Cmt UideaMiing^ feir ; have accepted tbeir npi^wiitinems 
en^ beefr iwoni) as the law direcu. 

Certiied hy^ 

U4. Town-Ckrk. 

To the Clerk of the County ? 
Court of county. ^ 



JURORS. 

i For the duties of town-clerks in regard to Jury-men 
see the liile Ju&oas in part first* 

« 

LAWS. 

It is provided by statute under this title, that in fulmx 
distributions of the laws of the United States to the sever- 
al officers, offices and towns in this state, the same is to be 
^tnaide in the way and manner in which a former distribu* 
4ion therein prescribed was directed to be made : iriis, of 
the two hundred and ninety^seven sets of said laws^ 

To the GoTeroour of the state^ one set ; 

To the Lieutenant Governour, one set j • 

To the office of the Secretary of State> for t^e use of 
tlie Legislature, two sets ; , 

To the office of Treasurer or Controller} one set ; 

To the several county clerkS) for the uae^of the superif 
Of and county courts, one set in each of the offices. 

To the Town-Clerks, in the office of each town, one se^^ 

And, to the several towns according to their respectiTe 
lists for present year, the residue. Smu(ca 45 

u2 ^ 
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It is made the duty of tbe tQwn clerk of each rf l(iiOil|v<( 
town in this state^ at the opening of the public town meet?^ 
ing for electing town officers, annually, if present^ to read* 
or cause to be read, the entire ♦* act Jor the more effectual 

putting in execution the laws against vice, immorality, auiI 
profaneness, and promoting christian knowledge," public- 
ly in said meeting* ^iatute^ B% /./r. 6r|. 

LEASES. ■ 
Hat A* aMktttta reoted ondflr the geacnl title. 

OATHS. 

When there ii no assakaht <tf justice of the peace rest* 
in a town, the tpwn elerk is authorized by law to ad- 
minister the oath ti> town officers. Sioiutes A« /• /i. fiSOT 



POUNDS. 

Marks of creatures impounded are to be entered in the 
town clerk's oiTice. See the statute under this title> part 
firstj of the present work. 



RATES. 

It is the dutjr of the town clerkp annually, in the month 
mS May t to transmit to the treasurer of the state, the name 
of the person or persons chosen constable and coUectOf 
cf the state tax. See the statute under this title> recttt|l 

in part first. . * 

' '1. 

Towu'Clerk'a return of names of Collectors of State rates, 
' At a meeting of the freeholders and other inbabitaaii 
the town of ^.iepilljr Msembled on the day o(. 
0. C. was duly elected constable and collector of th^ 
in said town for the year ensuing^ and sworn. 

Certified by 

P» £1, TownrCierk. 

' ^ A, K. Es^. State Treasnrcn 
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Orfi0>^0HS where im coiUclors are aUowed bf^ lam^ and 

eboeen^ 

/ At a meeting of the freeholders and other inhabitants • 
of ^ legally c-^sembledf on the day of B. C. and 
were duljF ehosen collectors of the state rate in Mid 
town for the year ensuing) and sworn ; .Uie district assign^ 
<d (o the^aid B, C. for colleetion« described as follows, viz. 
£tc. and the district of the said D, E. ^escribed as follows^ 
viz* &c. 

Certified by, 

F. O. Town-Clerk. 

To ' A>* K.« Bsf* Xi^aSQrei • 



RECORDS. 

* 

An Act prescribing; the mode of preserving and certify- 
ing the Files and Records of AssistMits and Justices of 
the Peace in the cases therein mentioDed* 

§ 1. Be it enacted^ That whenever a person who 
* time hath beeii> or is an assistant or justice of the 

IpUBScet shall die or remove out of this state i or whenevef 
an assistant or justice of the peace shall he removed frprf 
or not re-appointed to office on account of any crime of 
vrhi^fi he shall, on impeachment or otherwise, have been 
<ionvicted, the files and records of such assistant or jus- 
tice of the peace, shall by him, his heirs, executors, or 
Administrators^ be lodged, in the town clerk's office of tb^ 
where such assistant or justice of the peace hst re^ 
tided ; and the town clerk is hereby empowered and rer 
quired, if need be^ to ask for^ demand^ and receive such 
files and records, and shall safely keep the same, and 
shall give as occasion may require, true and attested cop- 
ies in lieu of the same««— And if such assistant or justice 
shall refuse to deliver such files and records to the town 
clerk within ten days afier demnd} he shall incur a pen* 
•kf ^^SJtve Mear% far each week he shall so n^lect or re- 
Juse to deliter the same, to be recovered by an actk>n of 
debt to be brought in the name of the county treasurer 
'to be to and for the use of the county in which the offence . 

coq2aiiUed«<^AAd the executors and administrators in 
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of the deith of ittcb MtbUmc or jusfiee of tte , , 

•hftU in like mamior dhdifier orer to elie fowii eleik Meh 
filci and records as are in his custody belonging^ to the d«* 
ceased, and on like notice and refusal be subject to the 
same penaftics^ lobe recQVcTfid iA the a^mc miunficr 
herein provided. ^ 
^ 3. it /wttktr enacud^ That wheoefereo/ peron 
who iMh been an aaaaunt or jaatice of the|ieace slMtt lii 
removed froni» or aot re^appointsed to oSoOy for <tfMur 
cauae than that mei^tioiied in the preceding paragraph » 
he shalJ have right to perfect such records from the fiiest 
as occabiou may require^ and shall give true and attested 
copies of such files and records ; and the copies so certifi.« 
edf it) either of the cases aforesaid, shall have the aaoe ed 
fca in all respectii as if certified by ibe aasiatant or 
tice of the peace while io office* SMm% B. SfZm- 



* 



SHEEP. 

' Owners of rama suffering the same to go at large, be« 
tween the fir|t of September and the first of Dtcember^ mt^ 
taaHf, shall forfeit doUar9\o the person who shall {inA 

and prosecute therefor, for each time so found ; and in 
case the owner shall not be known, the person findmg and 
taking up any ram, shall secure and keep the same, and 
irithtn twenty-four hours next after, lodge a certificate 
Irith the towli*clerk» setting forth the marks natural and 
hrttficial (if any such there be) which clerk ahall make o 
record thereof ; and the finder shall post up a certified 
copy of such record on the sign-post in the society where 
such ram was taken up ; the clerk for such record and 
copy shall have twnty cents paid him by the person lodg; 
ing ftuch notice. Statutes B.i.fi* 597. 



SJRAYS. 

■ ■ * 

Whosoever shall take up any stray beast, or find any 
goods, being worth ihirtff^Jbur eent^oi which the ow* 
*M«fci«mti» «ft«»t carry a true description of the, 
yfkh the roaika thereof to the register of the towd 
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%vhere found) withift fourteen days, who shell repster the 

sami:, with the name of the finder or keeper ; to be rcistor- 
cd to the owner if applied for Nviihin six monlhs, on pay- 
ment ofcharfi^es to he adjudged by an assistant, b<c. If 
HO owner appear within aix ipontha) the register shali ap« 
imhn fwn freeholders to appraise under oath said beast or 
goodsi according to the then present value iu money. 

If ^he owner Appear in six months afteF apprafsement, 
tO clai[\i and pay charges (lo be adjud^^cd atorcsaid) he 
shali have rest i union of the same, or the vaiuc, at the dec- 
iion of the hndcr. according to appraisement. It no ow- 
ner appear in twehre months afier registering, the value 
ttoMof^ accordiB|[^ t(S cppralsemem) shall after all jusC 
^huos to the keeper^ Bnder anid register are defrayed) be to 
the me df the town treasury ; /irwided^ the risk-of sueh 
bcMsL or i^oods, the keeper being faithful, iii taking care, 
shali he that of the owner. And no beast shall be taken 
up as a siray^ except it be foui^l in a suffering condition. 

Statute B. 635* 

TOWNS. 

* See the statute veLuin^ to towns and town officeiS; re- 
acted ia part first of the present work* 
r 

r VICE. ' 

, It is made the duty of town-clerks, at the opening of tlia 
public town meeting for electing town officers in Mvem^ 
tenser Detember^ annuallyt if present) to read or cause to 
tie read, the statute entitled ^ An act for the more eirec<^ 

tual putting in execution the laws against vice, immorali* 

ty ai>d profaneness, and for promoting christian knowl- 
edge)** upon penalty of three dollars and thirty-four cents, 

Stamen B. 6r2« 

THE POWER AND DUTY OF TOWN 

TULASURLRS. . 

' 'Town treasurers must be sworoi as other town ofiicer^| 
C*ee form of the oath, part first of this work) and have 
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power to receive all monies that shall become due tcc^tlie 
lowni by ratesi fints, as&eaamenU) or otherwise ; and ahalft 
pajr and deliver out the same according to the order of |he 
townt or selectmen! keeping an account of the recetpiil bnl 
deliveries ; and accounting with the town, or selectmenut 
leusi once a year. It is the duty of tlie town treasurer tt> 
apply to the civil authority for an account of all such fine% 
and fori'eiiures as shall be recovered by judgment bcibr«r 
such authority) belonging to the treasury of the to wis 
where such judgment is given, auleast once a ytar^ tknd 
receive the 'same for the town* Statutes £. /. fi. 65f • 

, If 

V 

POWER AND DUTY OF CONSTABLES. ,^ 

An Act rclatiog to Constables. 

' $ \. Beit enacted^ ^c. That the Constables hi eithtwiM« 

in this state, shall be yearly chosen to that office ; and 
sworn by some assistant or justice of the peace ; or where 
there are no such authority in any town, by the town* 
clerk of that towO| before the firu day o£ January i% cadi 
year. - u«- 

j 2. And that one^ and but one nonstable, shall be «p» 
pointed by each town, to levy and gather their i^tate tanlf 
and make up their accounts thereof with the treasurer. 

§ 3. That every coo stable shall duly receive all hue- 
and-cries ; and the same diligently pursue to full effect ; 
such as are granted and sent out after capital or criminal 
offenderst at the cost end cherge of« this state $ but euelt 
as are taken out by particular peraenein their owft ceeeai 
at the cost and. charge of those who take them out. ^ 
- 5 That every constable within this state, is hereby 
authorized and fully empowered, to put forth pursuits or 
hue-and-cries after murderers, peace-breakers, thieves^ 
l»bbcrS| burglariansf and other capital offenders, whcrc^ 
AO magistrate or justice of the peace is near at hand. 

\ 5* As also without warraoti toapprekeni sNth as are 
guilty of drunkenness, profane swearing, sabbath4>re*k* 
ing, also vagrant persons, unseasonable nij^ht-walkers, of 
any others that shall offend in any of these : provided, 

they be taken and apprcheoded ia the mauneri either bf 
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^Hihttgihi of the coikftti^i or prcseiU kfocmation of some 

mlLhers. 

^ j| 6. As also to make search for all such persons, either 
iHUbe-Sahbttlb or other days^ irhen there shall be ocea- 
nic is tavcma and other suspected pieces^ or bouses $ 
aiid those to apprehend and keep in safe emtodf 9 till op- 

portuoity serves to bring them before the nexL assistant 
er justice of the peace, for further examination ; in order 
to thr-ir being proceeded against according to law. 

^ 7 . That each and every constable shall have power and 
tethorlty 10 serve and execute suoh lawful precepts^ writs 

warraiits as are directed to them froni lawful authority. 

f 8. And shall have the power of water-baillifs in the 
several respective towns in this statCi \v hen and wliere 
there shall be occasion for the same. 

§ 9. Prcruided nevertheiessj That when any constable is 

employed or commanded by any assistant or justice of the 
lieace, to apprehend or arrest any person or peraoDs> he 
eball not do it without a warrant fa writing. 

$ TO. Be UJurthiT enactedj That all constables may, 
sind from time to time shall, make diligent search 
throughout the limits of their town, upon the Lord's-clay, 
and on all otber times, (as oft as they shali be informedf. 
oi^ aee causeO for such offenders as shaUlie tippling in any. 
inn^ or house of entertahraient, or {Mrivate house^ excea* 
aiveiy> or unseasonably ; and after such as retail strong 
dfifft witiMM Hconoe ; and also warn all those that fire- 
quenttavems) and spend their time there idly, toferbcwj 
and also warn ali those persons that keep such houses, 
not to suffer any such person in their houses. And to 
^^Mke due presentment of ail braaiches of law (cominj^ 
within their knowledge) to some authority proper to re^ 
Mlve.the same, once in every month. 
«4 i And if upon due informationt any constable shall 
refuse or neglect to make such search, seizure and pre- 
sentment, and be thereof legally convicted, he shall pay a 
fine of ' eighty -four cetUB to the treasury the towft 
whereto he belongs. 

person shaft 

iefUseat any tinne to assist any eonstable in the execution' 
<tf Kis ofQce, being by him duly thereunto required, he 
forfeit oncdoUar and si^tu-icven cents, ' * - 
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{13. And if it appear that any person ahall wilfally, 
obstinately, or contemptuously refuse to assist such con* 

stable, as is before expressed, he shall forfeit and pay to 
the use ui the town where the aninceis committed, ^i^z'^n 
dollars ; the said ofTence to be heard and tried by any aa» 
sislant or justice of the peace. 

$14. That if any constabiet or other person, upon ur-^ 
gent occasion, shall refuse to use his best endeavour, ia 
raising and prosecuting hue*anrl* cries, either on foot or by 
horse (if need be) after capital offenders, he shall forfeit 
the sniii ii{ '"^tven dollars^ to the usfc aforesaid ^ to be de- 
termined as aforesaid. 

* § 15. And every constable in this state shall be for* 
nished with a black staff, having a head, with the arms of. 
this slate thereon ; wbicli staff he shalJ carry upon prop- 
er occasions, as a token or badge of his office $ which the 

selecLm- a oftach town are to take care to provide at the 
town's charge ; upon penally oi agnty-fijur centsior every 
month's neglect ; one half to be to him of them that 
a|>all prosecute for the same, and the other half to the 
town treasury. 

$16* And in case any town, by the death or removal 
of the constable or constables thereof, shall become wholly 
destitute ol such officers ; bucii town shall foilUwith as- 
semble and proceed to the choice of a constable or consta- 
bles to supply the vacancy so made, who ahali.be swotQ 
according to law. SiatuteB B. i.p. 191. 

For the constable's oath, see part first, page 6U 

Constables as well as sheriffs, &c. to whom process^ 
summons, or eafiiaa shall be directed by name and office^ 
by proper authority, to apprehend and bring before them 
persons against whom complaint is made for any crimir.al 
offence, for which he ought to be bronp^ht before such au- 
thority, may execute the same at any place within thia 
^tate, when tl^e person or persons against whom the same 
issued, are not to be found within the official precinct oC 
Sftich ofRcer. • 8tatute9 B, r fi. 

Each and every constable in this state shall, within their 
respective towns have power equal to what is by statute 

H^iven to sheriffs in their respective counties. 

Statma JB. 600. 
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No justice of the peace may hold the ofiice oi constable. 

Statutes B. jr. p. 84. 
The remaining powers and duties of consiabks, as they 
are particularly prescribed by statute) relate to the follow- 
ing thleSf or 9tibjectS| and will be treated of in the orde^ 
h which thef here stand, viz. Aif/, Counterfeiting^ Deathi^ 
Delinquenf^ De9erter9^*Bleeiion^ Bxeeutiwt^ Feea^ Fwrcibte 
Kntrij and DeCuincrj Hcrse-Racing^ Inhabitants^ Jurors^ 
lAmitation^ Masters and Servants^ Meetings^ Feace^ Pounds^ 
JRateSy Riots y Sabbat Selecimcny Sheep ^ Sheriffs^ SickaeiSy 
SigU'^Foit^f SlaveSf, Tavemsj TosmB^ Vice. 

. . .• • • ' 

BAIL. 

^ ' • Itis the duty of constables, as of sheiift'^i, Sec. to take 

T.ufficient bail wlien offered by any person by them arrest- 
ed or held in custody OQ mean process in any civil action, 

%hich bail shall be one or more substantial inhabitant of 
. ^this state ofsuffident ability to respond the judgment that 
may be recovered in the case^ who shall become bound to 
the said constable in a sufficient sum, conditioned for the 
appearance of the person arrested, before the court to 

•which such writ is made returnable ; and the person ar- 
rested, shall be, thereupon liberated. And no recovery shall 

' be had against the constable who shall have taken such 
haM} unless thf same be insufikienti or he diall refuse to 
let the plaintiff have the hail bond. SMui€$ m. fi. ea; 

A Bail-bond* 

Know n^en by these presents, that we, J. of C 

and D. R,o^ P. in the eounty of K are holden and stand ' 
firmly bound and obliged to /. K. constable of said C. in 
the penal sum of dollars, to be paid to the said /. JT. 

or to his heirst executors administrators or assigns : To 
the which payment well and truly to be made and done, 
we the said A. B. and D. £. do bind ourselves and each 
<^ us, our and^^ach of ovr heirs,. executor&«iid a^haodnit- 
Ttrators, jointly and severally, firmly by these presents, 
beuktl with our seals. Dated at C. this day of 

one thousand eight hwdred and 
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Tbe coQdhioci of this oUifatioii is such) that whereas 
the above bminden ji. B. is arrested at the suit of X. 
of said C in the sum of dollarsi to appear before 

•V. O. Esq. justice of the peace within anri for said count/ 
of J/, at his d ^ iling house in said C on the day of 

next (as by the onginai wiit will appear.) If 
therefore the above said ^. B, shall appear at the time 
and place above mentioned to answer to the said sull^ 
then the foregoing^ obligation to be vind % oUierwiss to re* 
mais to full Ibrcei power and virtue. 
Signed and sealed > A. B. Seal, 

in presence of 3 CD. Seal. 

jissignnient endorsed on a Bail-bond. 
I, the within named /. K. constable of the town of C 
do hereby assign the within written bail-bond, to the use 
of tbe within named M. the p]anti£( to be sued by him 
at his own cost and risic — ^In witness whereof I have 
hereunto set my hand and seal of office this day of 
A. D. 18 . 

Siped and sealed > , ^ Constable. SeaL 

in j^reaeucc of S 

* Peeeffif for Bail-bond, 

I hereby acknowledge to have received of and from /• 
<ir. constable of the town of C. the bail-bond for the ap- 
pearance of A of said C. before 0. Esq justice of 
the pesee within and for the county of A at his dwelling- 
house in said C. on the day of next in a plea 
of demanding the sum of and dated the 

day of Is&t past ; together with an assign* 

mentf thereon endorsed, pursuant to the statute in such 
case provided. And I do hereby promise to save harm- 
fcss wd indemnify the said constable from all actions 
suits, and costs relating to the same ; aa wimess my hand 
this day of 18 . 

COUNTERFEITING. 

CoBitaUea «re mpiirad by the statute under this tttlei 
to make presentment of all breaches thereof. 

Statum B. i.fi. 196t 

§55 9^^^^llL^?,^i 
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DEATHS. 

In case of any siulden, untimely, or unnatural death) or 
of a person being found dtad, the m nner of whose death 
i« not knowii) in the absence of an assistant or justice of 
the peacs, the constable of the town »hall forthwith sum- 
mon a jur^ of twelve ftUe and discreet metty who shall be 
sw^'^m bf such officer to enquire af the cause and of the 
manner of such person's death ; and shall present upon 
ouih a true verdict thereof under their hands unto some 
near assistant or justice of the peace, who si. all return the 
same to the next superiour court, in liit same c(iunty.— 
And no fee or reward shtsll be allowed for any ot the str- 
ikes aforesaid. Statute B. i,fi. 337) i. 



DELLNQUENTS, 

When a constable or other officer shall receive a war- 
wit from any court, assistant or justice that hath lawful 
cogniiance of the offencei to do execudoii of judgment bjr 
them given against any criminal or detinquentt such offi- 
cer shall proceed according to the direction of such war* 
rant to do execution himself^ or by some meet person by 
him to be procured, to the acceptance of the court grant- 
ing the same. And for doing execution as aforesaid, a 
reasonable satisfaction shall be made, as the court, assist- 
ant, or justice shall allow ; which shall be taxed as part of 
the cost agahist such delinquent) and. shall be paid| as is 
by law provided for the charges of prosecution* 

Statutes B. i.p. 232. 

DEiiERTERS. 

If any soldier or mariner in the service of this statei 
aball desert sud service, and be found within this state, it 
shall be the especial duty of constables, and grand-jurors 

in the several towns to give notice thereof to the next as- 
sistant or justice of the peace, who shall by proper warrant 
cause such deserter forthwith to be apprehended and re- 

tuined to his commander) fcc. SMutts B. 235| 
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ELECTION. 



For the powers end duties of conslriiles in the business 
of electlonst see that title in the first part of this work, 

\\\ ij caiinj; of the powers and duties of To>yns, when; the 
ncvcini iUluUa uudcr the tiik arc recited* 

Cswife6 /c*< Homing qf Freemen's Meeting. 

frrcnirn i)f the tow n gf -i. are hereby notlRcd an l 
w«»»mU lo cuiivcnc «t in suid town on 

Mcanlnjr th<? day of Jfirii^ being the Monday 

f>rxt fo)bwtii| the first Tuesday to said month, [or on 
lAt db« ^ Setuemder bang Ukt third 

Mrn^^ im «eM ImimA* at lAt catr may he^ at nine o'clock 
tht? then at\.\ there to choose representatives 

ifctt^Hil ibe liberal assembly in May lor October as the 
co^ umy h'^ f>c tt ; and also to g;ivc in their votes for, &c. 
h^s a^ '^vv directs* Dated at this day of 



AU constableSf as well as sheriffs, shall have power to 
execute atiy writ of execution to them directed, within 
their own precincts. When executions are levied on landi 
the offieer so levying shall cause the samet with his .return 
thereon to be entered on the town records, before he re« 
turns the same to the clerk's office ; for which be shall re- 
ceive thirty-four cents^ with additional travel. 

bca the title SuKHif fs* 




Constables of bsdd town* 



EXECUTIONS. 



Statutes B. i.p\ 283. 



FEES. 



SerVjbg every suomdodsi six eentu* 

if by copy^ nine ceM. 
Serving every attachmenti fdne cent%n 
' ' ipail'bondi seventeen cents. 



Diqitized by 



. Levying every execution) not exceeding thrtt doUar^ 
and thirty-four centay aeventetn cents j and iwo eentB per 
dollar beyond that sum. 

Attending a justice's court, on trial of each actioni when 
obliged to attendi twcnty-^ve cents^ 

Each mile travel outy Jive cents. 

For attending the general court me dollar and ifiirly* 
four cente per day* 

For attending superior or county courts eighty four cente 
per day. 

Travel to serve writs and executions, to be computed 
from the place of the oiTicer's abode to the place of service 
and thence to the place of return. 
. Summoning jurors of trial) the same for travel and ser* 
. v!ng as in process in civil cases. 

» 

FORCIBLE ENTRY AND DETAINER. " 

' In cases of fbrcible entry and detainer) if it shall so hap- 
pen) that the sheriff is either a partyt or vrithin tly de« 
grees of relation to a party which disqualifies him to act) 
either of the constables of the town where the case occurs, 
not being interested or related as aforesaid, sliall have all 
the powers and aiUhorities of the sheriff, and subject to 
the same regulations and penalties. Statutes B, i.p. 348. 

H0RS5-RACING. 

♦ * 

Horses or horse kind, used or employed in any race 
for wager, purse or stakes, shall thereby be forfeited to 
the state) and may at any time within six months there- 
after be seized by any constable or grand-juror of the 
town itf which such race shall have been run ; and in case 
of such seizure the officer shall make information against 
aoeh horsey or horse-kind to the next court of common 
pleas in such county ; and said court shall proceed to hear 
and decide such information ; and in case stich horse, 
2cc. be adjudged forfeited, such court shall order a sale 
thereof at public vendue, or private aaley and direct thea^ 
,Sails thereof^ first deducting the charges of condemnation; 
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■ 

to be paid to the treasury of tbia state. And constables, 
. as well as the state's attorney, and grand juxorsy' in their 
respective towns, are enjoined to make aeUBQrCi pittsent- 
iQioti compiaiDt or information in sucb cases. 

Sianaea B. i.fi. 38 1, 2* 

Information against a Racing-Horse^ 

To the Hon. County Court, &c. 

Ji. B. constable of the town of C. in said county, com- 
plains and informs, that ft certain bay gelding horse [<fe- 
qcHAing Mm] the property of Z>. E. of said town, was at 
said C. on the day of last past, used and employ- 
ed in a race for a bet or wager, Sec. contrary to the forru 
and effect of the statute entitled " an act to prevent horse« 
racing, kc." whereby the said horse, &c. became fotfeit* 
ed to this state, and liable to seizure ; and thereupon on 
the day of last, within six months after such race^ 
the said horse was by virtue of the statute aforesaid seiz- 
ed accordingly by your informant, and is now holden sub- 
ject to the order of the said court. Whereupon your in- 
fornrrtint prays the said court that such proceedings may 
be had in the premises as are by law provided in such 
au»a« Dated, fcc* 

A. B. Constable of C 



INHABITANTS. 

Upon warrant from an assistant or justice of the peace 
.for that purpose, constables a|re to warn persons who are 
not inhabitants of any town in this state, to depart tb« 
tew#in which they are found. St(Uuic$ B. /. A* 392^ 

JURORS. 

In the choice of persons to serve as Aurora anoually in 
the month of Januaty^ the constables of the ifeTeral towns 
are associated with the^ authority, selectmen and grand* 
jurors, as will be seen in the statute recited under this ti« 
tic in part first of this woA. - - - 
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Constables are also, upon warrant from the clerks of 
the respective courts, lo draw from the box, and summon 
and warn, in manner therein prescribed, such jurymen as 
are required, and must make timely return of a.iich war- 
rant lb the clerk of the court) certifying thereon whom 
they have ao summonedi'imder a penalty got exceeding 
Jive dolfar: See as above*. 



LIMITATION. 

No suit or acUon* in law or equity) shall be maintained 
against any cohstablet-icc. or other persoA» for the neglect 
or default of such constable, Sec. in their office and dutyi 
• but within two years next after the right shall have accru- 
ed ; saving, however, to fane coverts and minors, the pe- 
riod of their respeaive disabilities. Staiuu^ j.fi, 460* 

MASTERS AND SEitVANTS. 

When any servant or apprentice shall run from his. 
master, it shall be lawful for a constable and two of the 
chief inhabitants in such town, where no assistant or jus- 
tice iS| to press men apd boats (if occasion be) at the nias" 
ter*s request and charge^to pursue such servants and ap» 
prentices by sea oi^ land| and to bring them back by force^ 

SiatuinB. J. fi.4d7. 



MEETINGS. 

WhencTer disorders are committed in any town*meet- 
ingi Sec. or freemen's meeting, punishable by law, and the 
offenders shall refuse to submit tp the iawfid authority of 

the moderator or presiding officer, respectively ; such 
moderator, or presiding officer may order any constable, 
8cc. to take them, into custody and hold them in custody ; 
and if necessary remove them out of said meeting unii| 
they shall conform to order $ or if need be until such 
meeting be closed ; and he may command all neccessarf 
slustance in so doing , provided no person so assisUn£; hp 
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deprived of his right of aciing in the business of such 
meeting ; nor such offenders, longer than until they Qoa- 
form to order. StatuUB ^. /• /i. 493« 

PEACE. 

If any ptrson shall resist or abuse any constable, &c. in 
the execution uf his office, such person shall find sure- 
ties tor the peace and good behaviour tili the next county 
court in that county ; or on refusal may be eominitted to - 
the common gaoli there to remain till the next countf 
court) which court shall take cognizance of such abiisCf 
and lay such penalty on the offender, being thereof con- 
victed, as the same shall deserve, not exceeding thirty' 

POUNDS. 

When creatures are taken damage feasant, and im- 
pounded, and the owner is not known, upon information of 
the impounder the constable must cry such creatures, by 
posting up the same, with their marks>in tiie towa where 
impoundediand the two adjoining townft» whence it is moat . 
likely they camei >nd in case4f horsest Sec. advertise in a 
news-paper printed nearest the town, and if no owner ap« 
pear in eight days (if sheep or swine) or in twenty days 
(if horses and cattle) after cried and posted, he shall sell 
so manj of them at an outcry ab will satisfy the damage» 
and poundage, with all charges, bee the statutes recited 
under this title in ^rt first* 

RATES. 

The powers and duties of constaljles in the collection 
and payment of rates are defined in the Statutes recitsd 
«ndtr tUs tiie in the preceding part* 




1 
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RIOTS. 

Constables have the same powers, and arc subject to 
the same duties in case of a riot, as stlectiueDi &c« for 
vrhich ftee uader the bead of bi&i.£CTM£.N, 



SABBATH. 

It is made the duty of constables, &c. to pull down and ^ 
destroy notifications for any secular business set up on the 
door^ or other part uf any meeting-house for public wor- 
Bhipt so as to remain there on the Lord's dayi or any fast 
or thanksgiving. 

They are also, as well as grand- jurors, and tythihgmen^ 
carefully to inspect the behaviour of all persons >on the 
Sabbath, or Lord's day, and especially between the meet- 
ings for divine worship on said days, whether in the place 
9f :such public worship or elsewhere, and make due pre- 
fteatmeat of any profanation of the weiihip of God or the 
Lord's dayi or any day of public &st or thankagiving ; and 
of every breach of Sabbath which tliey shall see or ^scot- 
er any person to be guilty of, to the next assistant or jus- 
tice of the peace, from whose ]udgTT»enl no appeal is al- 
lowed. And they shall be allowed thirty-four cents ficr 
diem for each day they spend in prosecuting such offend- 
erS) to be paid by the person ofl'ending, &c. They are al- 
so empowered and directed, without warrant, to appre* 
bend and carry before the next assistant or justice of Ithe 
peace, all persons unnecAsarily travelling on the Lord's 
^ day ; provided they he taken upon sight, or present infor- 
iiiaiion of others, antl to command all necessary assistance * 
therefor. Persons refusing or neglecting to assist, are 
subjected to a penalty. Upon receipt of a warrant from 
lawful authority to ap^ehend any person for breach of 
Sabbathf &c. they are empowed and directed to pursue 
and a(i|>rehend such person any where within the juris- 
dictioQ of the authority gfanting such wari^nt. 

^ Statutes B, i.lu 579. 
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SELECTMEN. , . 

In case of assessment of any town by the selectmen in 
pursuance of Uie statute entitled an act to enable a«;lect- 
men to aase«i tlie inbabtianta of the town io some cases/* 
on receiving a rate thereofi with a warrant under the faaod 
of the selectmen ssinexed thereto, thef are required to 
collect such rate according to the directions of law rela- 
ting to the colle^'li"^g of stale r.ites ; and when collected to 
pay tiie tiaiiic to ihe said selectmen. See the Statute re- 
cited in pan irsi^ under Kat&s. 

SHEEP. 

Constables, Sec. are required to make pres ntment upon 
information of the killing or destroying* any sheep, cattle, 
or swine, and unlawfully defacing the marks thereof, with 
design to conceal the samet ^ refining to expose Ihem to 
view when requested hj any dwdible person, to some 
court) assistant, or justice of the peace* that due ejMiitina* 
tbn maf be had. SMufa JB, i.fi. 596. 

SHERIFFS. 

By the statute relating to. constables it is provided, that 
they shall withhs their respective towns haye ^ower e- 
qudi to what is by statute gtvoD to sbertSsin their respec* 
tire counties/' 

This provinon devolves upon constables an extensive 
round of powers and duties, particularly in relation to le- 
gal process and the variety of proceedings connected 
therewith. As a recent publication* has appeared ex- 
pressly for the direction of constables, in all the variety of 
cases which may occuri it is contemplated to do no more 
in this worki than merely to define the outltQet of those 
dutiesf as resulting from the iil^MIe lawsf and to furnish a 
few simple forms applicable to some of the ordinary trans- 
actions incident to them. 

*.Macktu* CowfiUu Constabic* 
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Sherifls have full pfimv and awtlwrity to serve and ex« 

ecule all lawful writs within ihcir respectivt counties (and 
of course constables have the same in thtlr rtspective 
towns) to them directed, corning from lawful authority ; 
and shaii have and execute the power and o£ce ot water 
baihfTs. 

And tbef alao have AiH power within tkeir respectiTe 
eoitmitay kc. to conser?e the peace, and to toppresa with 

Sorce and strong hand when the necessity of the case shall 
so rtquire, ail tumults, riots, roui-,, and other unlaw lul 
assemblies ; and to apprehend witnonf warrant, all such 
i»s they shall find so, as af >icsaid) appearii)^ in disturbance 
of the peaee> and cause them to appear before the next as- 
sistant, or juatice of the peace ; wiio nnay, as the case 
after examination thereinto may reqiiire, bind over such 
oAaderai Co the next couatf oourt to that county where 
the offence is committed ; which court upon conviciion 
of such offenders shall punish them, &c. 

And the sheriffs, See, have full powtr at their discretion 
to command such asaiatance of suitable persons within 
their respective counties. Sec. as they think needful to as- 
sist them in the execution of their dficoi in every hrtadi 
thereof ; and whosoiever, being of age and ability, ao com* 
manded, shsH neglect or refuse, to assist as aforesaid, and 
be thereof convicted, in the county court, shall pay a fine 
not exceeding tldrty-Jour doUara^ to the county treasurer, 
and charges of prosecution. 

In case great opposition shall be made against any 
sheriffs in executing of lawful writs, signed by lawful au« 
thority, or in serving other lawful writs and processes, 
signed aa aforeaaid, or In case of suspleton that such great 
. opposition will be made, such sheriff is authorized by and 
with the advice of one assistant and a justice of the peace, 
and of such other assistants and justices present, to raise 
the militia of the county, or so many of them as they shall 
judge needful for the removing all opposition out of the 
way ; and shall proceed therein, and bo indemnified, as 
is provided by the law fl# preventing and poniahing ri* 
ots. 

All military ofiicers and soldiers arc commanded to 
yield obedience to the sbenff'a commands in such cases^ 
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under « pem^tjr ; ftfe sheriff «faali Ml wtura-liMl^he 
cannot do wecu^ioiiit * - < . i 

If any neglect or vefose such obecBence, they sbiii}i|>ey 

a r»iit Hut L xcec cling aixtij'scven doiiarsj btin^ a comijiis- 
doncd ofisccr, or tvfo doUuru beinjj a soldier, and all charg- 
es, and ihe damages sustained by reason of such diaobc^- 
dience) to be paid out of the offtndcr's estate : And no 
estate, or not sufficient, ean be found) it shall be nMfsic ct 
out of tbe county treasury] • Attd tlie sheriff is atut hi gif e d 
to seise and dispose of a siAcieoey ef the <rffeiid)Mii*v es- 
tate, if to be f( iind, to answer the charf^^s and damagfes 
aforesaid. The allowance to ofticers, soldiersj and oLjiois, 
for such service, /i^r c/if 772, isi ' • » , - 

For a captaini eighiy^om cenU. - r. 

For a Itcutenantf Jifiif cents, * >' 

For each sentinel and other person thiny^i^ ra##snr 
The more effectually toob^ge sheriOi imd conelalifcs 
10 pci lorm the f'utic s of their offices, and the better to reg- 
ulate them tlitrcin, it is provided that ahenfls and consta- 
bles shall receive all maimer oi writs, in any place, rmU at 
all times within their counties or precincts, whtn and 
wheresoever they shall be teruUred to them, and shall ex- 
ecute tbe same, and make return thereof a<^cordiiig teethe 
direction therein given. And any person ni|ky dkonand 
of the sheriff or constable to whom be delivers anyfwrit, 
to give a receipt therefor under hts hand, wherein the 
names of the parties, the sum or thini^ ii> demand, the 
date of the writ, and its delivery shall be contained, with- 
out taking any thing therefor ; and on his refusal, others 
present may set to their hands as witnesses to such de- 
livery. And if such sheriff or constable shall not execute 
the writ, or shall neglect to make return thereof, pr lUiall 

'make a false or undue return, on complaint thereof made 
to the court or justice to which it was made returnable, 
the court or justice may enquire thereof, by the evidence 
produced, and if he be found in default, the court or jus- 
tice may set a suitable fine upon him, and award dam^i^es 

*to the party aggrieved, haviii^^ respect unto the quantity 
and quality of the action, and the peril that might have 

"happened unto him by the delay which' he suffered* 

* Which process against such sheriff or constable, shall be 
served at least fourteen days before the aiuiog of the court 
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it is to be tried. And whensoever any sheriff or 
constable shall be sued for not executing any writ of exe- 
cution delivered to him to be executed, there shall be no. 
appeal allowed in any such case ; provided a receipt io, 
WftiM be demanded or recrivcd of such ofBcer hf such 
ymnrmex^niUm at the lime oTthe deliverjr thereoff w is. 
before stated. Provided alsO| that if such officer shall be 
complained of, or sued before an assistant or justice of the 
peace, for not executing, or for making a false or undue 
Tetum of any writ of execution on a judgment for more . 
ilb^Sk Hfocn jdoUar9f founded oil the confession of the debt- 
^) either of thtb parties in such complaint or suit shall 
iiti^ Hb^itjfC oCii)) appeal from the judgment of such as- 
sistant or justice, to the next county court. 

Whenever any sheriff or constable, by virtue of any 
writ of execution, shall seize any goods or chattels to an-, 
swer iUld satisfy such execution, and any person shall aft- 
pear to receive si|di^ goods and cbattlesy into bis csf^t 
a(»d shall give td^il^h officer a writing well ezecuted hy^ 
sMh person, therein expressing the receipt of such goods 
and chattels, and thereby promising to re-deliver the same 
to such officer, and shall fail of performing accordingly,, 
and any action shall be brought by such sheriff or consta*' 
ble, there shsill be no appeal in such case allowed. 

Na sheriff, under-sheriff, sheriff's deputy ^'or cbnstaUe 
shUI be allotfred to dravr or fin up any writ, process or> 
<r^1Aratidfi"hir* any case whatsoever, nor appear in any 
cburt as attorney for and in behalf of any other person or 
persons whatever. And if it shall appear in any case, 
that the writ, process, or declaration, was drawn or fUlcd. 

hf any sheriff, sheriff's deputy, or constable (their own. 
citses only excepted) the same shidl abate and be dismiss*. 

Every return endorsed on any writ or process, excep- 
ting executions, shall exhibit the items constituting the 
amount thereof ; viz. the charges for service, with th^ 
number of miles travelled, and any other legal charges.^^ 

^ And if, by such ^dorsement, it sblall appear that soeii 
fees are charged at a greater sum than by law they ouglit 
tt» havd 1)een charged, such fees shall be reduced by the 
court| assistant or justice to which such writ or process is 
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TetumBUei to such sum as by law is allowed fox. suck 
service. 

Every person authorized to levy and collect any exefU,- 
tion, shall endorse on such execuiioi^when levied an^ 
collected, the amount of his fees for such levy and poUec- 
tion» with the items thereof made put ss aforesiudi .an^. 
shall at any time before such executiou. shall have been^, 
returned to the office whence it issued, deliver to the debt- 
or in such execulion, on demand, and without any fee qr^, 
reward, a bill of the fees by him charged as afqres^^iL. 
signed by himj and containing the items as aforesaidi ai^ 
expressing the name of the creditor in the eyjpci^Q^, 
the court whiph issued the same, together wUh the date." 
aM amount of such execution ; and in case of refusal or 
neglect to make such endorsement, or deliver such billt 
such person shall forfeit and pay to such debtor a sumu 
equal to three fold the amount of his fees on such 
tion. . \ ^ 

If any person authorleed to collect anjr.excc;iitioni[ shal|. 
for the payment or security of such execution,* or 
part thereof, take more than one bond, bill, note, receipt, 
•r other instrument, to himself directly, or to any othei^ 
person for his use, or in which he shall be directly or indi- . 
rectly interested, every bond, bill, note^ receipt, 
instrument, so taken shall be void. 



^ If any person authorised either generaDy or speipidly^ 
to serve any kind of process, shall for any service by binok 

performed, endorse as his fees on such process, more than,^ 
by law he ought to have endorsed, or shall in and wajf^ 
demand or receive more than his lawful fees, such persoi^ 
shall forfeit and pay a sum three-fpld greater than^thi^a^v 
mount 6f such excessi to be recovered by the pftrsonii a.-% 
gainst whom siidi illegal chaise (as been made^ ioJai^y^ 
.proper action. . ; " , 

In the statute for directing and regulating civil actions^ 
it is provided that all writs and processes shall be directed 
to the sheriff, his deputy, or some constable, if such officer 
can be had without great charge .or iocpnyenience, with 
an exception of summons fi>r witnespes, warrants to 
leclors of rates, and warrants granted by military offii;^^^. 

And no person shall be required to make answer to any, 
civil action, real, personal; or mixt| except the wdt oi*' 
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"process, if returnuUe to the superior or county court, hatU 
been served upon him at least twelve days inclusive, be- 
fore the day of the courts silling, or if returnable lo an as- 
sistant or jusiice, the same hath been served six day inclu- 
sive, as aforesaid ; which service shall be, if a summons, 
by reading the same in the hearing of the defendant, or 
leaving an attested copy thereof at the place of his usual 
abode ; but if an attachment, the service shall be the at- 
tachment of the defendani's estate or person, and giving 
him nolice by reading the writ lo him, or in his hearing, 
or by leaving an attested copy thereof at the place of his 
usual abode, if that be wiihin this state ; and all writs 
inude returnable to the county courts shall be returntd lo 
the clerk of siiid courts on the djy before the silling of the 
said county conns, and not afterwards. In actions on 
joint securities, or contracts, when all tlie defendants arc 
not inhabitants of this state, the service of the process on 
such of the defendants as are inhabitants of this state (if 
any) shall be sufficient nolice lo maintain the suit against 
all the defendants. And if any such defendant, on whom 
the process was not served, is aggrieved by the judg- 
ment,, he may be relieved by audita guareia* * 

When the court have committed a case to the consider- 
ation of a jury, they are to be confined under the custody 
of an officer appointtd by the court until they are agreed 
on a verdict : and the court may set a suitable fine not 
exceeding three doUara and thirty-four cents upon such 
officer or juryman, as shall be disorderly, or neglect, or 
refuse, due attendance of their duties respectively, during 
their attending the court. 

Whenever a writ of error is to be served on the petition- 
ers for any highway, it shall be accounted legal service for 
the writ to be read in the hearing of anyone of the three first 
signing petitioners ; or an attested copy thereof left at the 
usual place of abode of either of the said three first sign- 
ing peiUioners, twelve days iuclusive before the day of 
the ccurts sitting. Statutes B. i.fi.3l. 

By the statute for directing and regulating the levying 
of executions it is enacted, that when any judgment is re- 
covered, and execution is ti»ken out thereon, the sherifi*or 
other officer to whom the execution is directed, shall re- 
pair to the place of the debtor's usual abode, if within his 
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precinct} and Uiere make detnand of ibe debt or sum dke 
on auch executioni with all neoeasary charges of execut* 
ing the same ; and upon refusal or neglect of payment of 
the same, the officer shall levy the execution upon any oi 
the personal or moveable estate of the debior, except, 
cessury, bedding, toolSf arms» or implements oJ[ ivia,4^9u«(^ 
hold necetmiry for upholding bis Uie< and.e»fApi|^ 
also (as is provided by subsequent statutes) one.cpWr.^W 
sheep, and two swine, being the property or oae-Qi^ 
son ; and upon such goods also, if they shall .b^ pri^s^t^j^ 
for that purpose by the debtor. '!( 

And the officer shall forthwith draw an account of thp 
panicularsf^of the gopd^, or estate he shall so seize, a^ 
take, and set up the'^fi^e on the aigD->post of the to^ 
wherein be shalt seize the sam^ aud the officert wittv.f^p 
amount of the said goods, shall set up a deelaratioQrM|j^ 
the said goods so posted are to be sold at the place wher^ 
posted, at public vendue, at the end of twenty days^^lJ^ 
gaming the day of the month. 

And in case the debtor shall not within the said twen|y^ 
days, pay ^ tfie debt, and all the cost and charge^. arbe{» 
'iherf on, th^ c^cer shall cause a drum to be beatei;^ atjU^^ 
si^?v;:G:t lo give TiOlizz to custcmrrs to come f and shiil! 
sell the said goods, (or as many of them as shall be ne- 
cessary) there, at an out-cry, to the highest bidders ; and 
of the effects tjiereof shall pay the debt and cba^gi^a^l'^ 
to the ci editor, and satisfy himself Ibr. his owii lce^; a^d 
charges ; and the overplus (if any be) sha^l,re|U|ri| to^tj^ 
owner thereof. « ■ ■ f^if* 

If moveable, or personal estate of the debtor, sufficient 
10 satisfy the debt and charges, cannot be found, and the 
creditor sbaliiiot agree to accept or take the debtor's land, 
the cfficer shall levy the eji^ecution upon the debtor's bo^y^ 
and him comn;it to the "common goal in the county ki 
which the execuiion is levied^ where the debtor aball re- 
main until he pay the debt ap^ phargcs, wUh the. pG^c^ 
and prison keeper's fees. 

And every officer who shall commit any person to pris- 
on by y^ti^f; of distress or execution, shall deliver a copy 
of the writ or execution signed by such officer, to the gaq^ 
er or prison-keeper ; which copy so signed .and deltvert 
ed| ^ball be a ^yfiu^nt warrant or order tp the goaler jto 

-% 
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i^AMT II.] Sheriffs. • * l6l 

teiictfe such person or persons, and him or them to holci 
in safe custody, till delivered by law. 

All lands and tenements belonging to any person in his 
own right in fee, shall stand charged with all the just 
debts owing by such person as well as his personal estate, 
and shall be liable to be taken in execution for satisfaction 
of the same, where the debtor or his attorney shall not ex- 
pose to view and tender to the officer personal estate suf- 
ficient to answer the sum mentioned in the execution, with 
all charges. And all executions duly served upon any 
such houses and lands, being, with the return of the offi- 
cer thereon recorded in the records of lands in the town 
Virherein such houses and lands are situate ; and also re- 
turned into the clerk's office of the court out of which the 
same issued, and there recorded, shall make a good title 
to the party for whom they shall be taken, his heirs and 
. assigns forever. 

* And whensoever any execution shall be levied upo» 
lands the same shall be appraised by three indifferent frec- 

'holders of the same town where such lands lie ; or if that 
town be a party, then of the next adjoining town ; one of 

^Vrhom may be chosen by the debtor, and another by the 
creditor ; and if they do not agree in choosing a third, or 
if either party neglect to choose, the officer shall apply to 
the next assistant or justice of the peace, who by law may 
• judge between the parties in civil causes, which authority 

^Hhall appoint one or more appraisers, as the case may re-" 

'quire, vvhich appraisers shall be sworn according to law. 
And it shall be the dutjr of the officer that levies such 

' execution on land to cause the execution, with his endorse- 
ment thereon, to be entered on the town records, as afore- 
' said, before he returns the same into the clerk's office of 

' the court out of which it issued ; and the officer shall have 
thirty-four cents for causing the same to be recorded, 

^ with additional fees for his travel. 

^ . All executions issuing out of the office of the clerk of 
the county court, sor superior courts respectively, and ex- 
ecutions granted by justices of the peace, where by law 
they have authority to grant executions, may by the said 
justices and clerks respectively, be directed to any of the 
officers proper to serve the same, in any of the counties of 
this state in which the person dwells, or the estate where- 
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on the same is to be levied, is, at the lime of granting ihc 
execution: which officersi to whom the same is directed 
aad ddiveredi ftlMdl duly and faithfully «erve and retjira 
the same according to the directions therein given ; ir^jch 
bein^ returned shall be kept on file in th^ oi^Tflf 
which the same issued; * ' 

And all writs of executiorli shall be made returnable 
ivithin sixty days, or to the next court (in case sixty days^ 
are remaining between the date of the execution and th^ 
, next court) at ttie election ot him that prays it ont* And 
all executions granted by a single minister of justicet shsU 
be ma«fe returnable in sixty days* And ill constables^ us 
well as sheriffs, shall have power to execute any writ ^ 
execution tothem directed, within their own precincts- 
It is made the duty of any officer levyint^ any execution 
to endorse tbereon the time and placei when and where 
be made dmead of .the debt or sum due tberara# aa t|| 
^ases where by .law such demand if msde neceewT* 

' One cow, ten sheep, two swine, necessary wearing ap« 
parel, bedding, tools, arms, or implements of a man^s 
Aousehold necessary for upholding life, are exempt, and 
not liable to be taken or disposed of by any warrant 01^ 
ecutiouj for any tax or debt whatever. . ' ^ ^ 

Statute^ Bf t ji, 2%^ 
Mo writ sbdll be Tdliid or autbeutic b lawi imd of c$>U|se 
an oEBcer would expose himself by serving the sanie»iin« 
less the authority signing such writ, shall certify thereon 
in writing, and in words at full length, that the duty piy« 
|d)le by law thereon is paid. Statutes B, i,fi, 243. 

A constable having by virtue of nn execution arrested 
the body of the defendant, who wns resotiedi brought his 
action sgtfast the rescuers for an asseult and l^tery^ byt 
without alledging that he was an ofBcer In the MM^csUioil 
of bis ofBce. While this action was pending, the judg- 
ment on which the execution issued was reversed. Un 
' the plea of not guilty as to the assault and battery, the 
l^intifT was permitted to prove that he was f^^stable» 
IBd hdd the Perw^f«Kued by vititue of said executiop. 
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-K Coudtjr, M. ^ - May 1, W . ' 

T tTien read the within writ, III th« bearing of the witllf 

inLuaiiied defieja^ti llie law directs. 

^*^Fus. ' ' A. B. CooaUblft Ql 

Kf^ding 0 6..., . , 



0 36. 



2c 



n^'lben left a \tw and atfteBied eopy of this writ kt Hit 
usual place of abode ol tte Within named defendant^ as tbo^ 

law directs. ' A. B. Constable of *. 

«\'^:, " OnmJbtmhmmt^ett CfmitMkaretfiken. 

^'^Then by virtue of this writ to me directed, I attached 
XS^cribe the firofierty taken] as the property of the wiihm 
1iaii^^e|b|!Kiaiit, and left with him {or, at his usual place 
of fMde] m true and attested t:opy of this VTif> with mf 
^^f'ji^txient^ei^oni as the law directs ' 

• * 

When Shares in a Bank y Turnfiike or other Company or Cor* 
*** * ' , fiortUims are attached, 

: ' ' • • •* « ■ 

Then by virtue of this writ to me directedi I attached 
shares in the Bank in B, [or, the Turnpike, . 
or other company or corfwration] the property of the with- 
it! tiaimd defendant, by leaving a true and atte&ted copy of 
'J^«wrilf with fny endnrsement thereon, with ^. ^^eash^ 
-te^f mM tia»k, sMritaiTy«relerh<rfaaMi«oaspiihyt 
^€iri099lmmiktn,m ikeM^miiy ieymii m tbia daf ef 
I left with the said defendant [<>r, I hh at the phM 
of Ae usual abode of the sai4 defeudaoi ia J a like copy 
^ the law <tereois^ 
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-WHtn real enatt' U taketi. * * ^i* 

Then by Tijrtue of tbis wiit^ and.bjr diccctioii of, tiH^ 
plaimiff} I attached as the property of the witbiQ jdefiend* 
ftiit) a certmti piecfe of land lyiog in said town of fi. with 

a dvVelUng house and barn thereon standing, containing*, 
&c. and bounded, Sec* and on the same day I left a true 
and attested copy of this writ, with my endorsement 
thereon, with the said defendant, and a like copy at the of? 
fice of the town-clerk of said M. as the lafr directa. 

When the Body is taken and bail given. 

Then by virtue of tbis wri«» mi fer» want of peH^M 

estate to be found within my precinct, I took the body of 
the within named C, D. the deicndant, read the same ia 
his hearing, and took q;ood and sufficient bail for his ap* 
pearance at court to answer thereto, as the law dkects* 
. Bail for the form of the hood.] 

U^hen (he Body taken and committed* 

' Then by Tirtue of tbis^ wrkf and for want of persomd 09* 

tate in my precinct, I took the body of the wilhin ^lamefl 
defendant, read the writ in his heaiing, and, he having 
neglected (or refused) to find sufficient bail for hin appear- 
ance at courti him committed to the keeper of the gaol in 
said coanty, within the prisoDf by ▼irtaex>f a lawful iok^^ 
laus therefor as the law directs. mittimmu ne^eMmry 

' When neUhet E$iatc or Body can be found. 

In obedience to the within writ to me directed, I bavte 
made diligent search within my precinct for the goods or 
.estate, and also for the body of the within named defend- 
j^t, 19^ hereon to make service of Uie saoQkei a& therein di« 
m(Ud| but can fioil Acttber. - i r. t 

On a firoeeu Foreign aHachmn^* . * 

Then by virtue of this writi I summoned tbe within na- 
i med defendsMf Iqr leaving a true aiM altvMd eo^ there- 

\ ^ withfliy wAonemcat thtreoD}4t his last usual place #f 
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abode in this sUtei and attached his goods and efftcts ia 
the hands of E. F. witbiii namedt as agcntj U'ustce, lactor 
and debtor, to mid defendant^ leaving with him [or^ tt 
the usual place of abode of the laid F.\ a like true aiMi 
atieitdi copy of this %vrttf with my endorsement. faereoAv 
* fbufteeVi dsfs before the time of timli as the law directs* 
IRemark. If the firinciliaL never rc*id(,d in this stale ^ no , 
cap]! for him is nccesmry.l 

' ^ ' On a Writ qfRefilexOn. 

Then by virtue of this writ I replevied to him the said 
j1. B, hits cattle [or, as (he case may bc'\ within described, 
aiv! read thi^ writ in the hearing of the within named C 
Uve-^efeodant, [sf, kft a ti*ue u? d attested copy of this 
vri<4ittiw usual place of abode of C. the within aanidl 
defesdant] sia the law directs* 
y ■ 

0»a Warrant %f distress by a Collector Taxe9. 

[Remark, When levied on the body^ or chattels^ the fir§* 
ciedin^s on a warrant of distress are the same as in the lejry 
i7f txecuiions ; but whtn levied u/ion real estate^ the estate S9 
iukefi must bt sold at cue f ion } 

^li^en by virtue of this warrant to me directed^ for want 
of (mMs or chattels of A, named iu the schedule 
hesf^Hi aaaeK^d} found \a my predi ct, I took acres ^f 
landf the property of the said J. B. in his own tight in fee 
[or, fop w^Dt of ^oods, &c. or any other estates incase u 
prior legal tranffer^ levy of execution^ or aHachment^of cr 
Upon the liremiacs had been made — ^of the said ^. B. on the 

day of within one year alter the tax in the ao^^^ 
,nexed schedule became due* .1 took acres of land be^ 
longing to him the said A. B. at the time of making the , 
list of polls end estate whereon the'tir hi the said ached* 
ule arose] and on the said day of I advertised ou 
the sit^n-post in the society, whertin said land lies, 
in said town of C. that on the day of ^ said lao4 
,w<^Md| at aa^d atgn^post^ be soM at public action, for the 
.purpose of piling said tax^ or so much thefeof as shouM 
be sufficient for that purpose* And alsa^ three weeks sjic^ 
cessively, six weeks before the said day of sale, I caused 
^ same adyf.iU^&iiiciit lu i>c j^ubUahed in the public uew^* 
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' pipery cafled ^ « printed at ' i in this state? ^ 
' Afterwards on the Sfinie day of * | it said ^gn-dui^; i 
I, at pnbtte anetibo^ s^M to i>. & of i ionSii 

p u t oi the land aforesaid, for the sum of dollars, be- 
ing the amount of the said tax, wiili le^al costs and fees 
thereon ; which said acres of said land 1 then. set ofi to 
him the said D. E. by metes and bounds, as ibilows ; to | 
wit, [describingUke lincMandAoundmries'} and executed, ack- 
nowledged, and delivered to him the ssid J^, n iped of 
warranty tbereoO as the law directs* 

On a Scire Facia». - 

Then by viriue of this writ) to me directed, I made U)g. 
said A, B. to know, by reading the same in his hearing, 
by leaving at the usual place of abode of the said A. JTIjl 
true and attested copy thereof, with my endorsenient 
thereon— ^« ihe case may be^ that he appeal^ at the time 
and place thereia u^Lniioned, and shew causej ih^ftiiQ 
is required, as the law directs. 

It is to be observed that process against communities* 
'Whether returoabie to the cqunty court, or a aiikgle magij^c 
trate> must be served twelve <tay9 before the coiKt* 
*ice upon the trustee ift fortign attachment, and for snitlci 
against sherifis or constables, for di fault in their ofik^: 
must be fourteen days before the court. V' 

In attachments, when personal estate can be found,4t is ■ 
the duty of the officer to take it, whether shewn and teijb, 
dered to him by the» debtor or not, instead of takuq^tM.^ 
body » though offered^and though he refuses to offer jpejosMv? 
S9l estate. If personal estate cannot be had, the officer mKfr 
take real estate, but not otherwise. When personal es- 
tate is taken, a copy of the writ with the endorsement 
thereon, must be left with the dcf ndant, or at his usual 
place of abode, if within this state, if not, with bis attorney, 
if any i if no attorney, the service without such copy wtU 
authorize a |rial of the action. ^ 
' When no4>er8onal estate can be had, attscKmeAt'iflllQ^'' 
be levied on real estate, if the creditor chooses ; but thlf^ 
debtor cannot tender the same to avoid the attachmettfW' 
his body, as he may personal estate. If attachment is le^^ 

ied on the body » and the debtor tender personal esWe/W 



Digitized by Google 



• .t^^"** Iff 

^ffjfP&SjfiM^ni it, he may release the bod^y and leiry qfn^ 
ps^atCf .When the body is attached^ if the iMendmit 
M^fficien^ batli tbt oflket U bfiwd to tikje it. , 

. Ebt'umns upon Ejsecut'jovs. 

0 * 

Then with this execution I repaired to the usual place 
of abode of the satd C. D. the dehtori and there made de- 
mand of money, goodst or chattels to satisfy the same, and r 
my fees, but none were shewn- tmio me, nor could I by - . 

dili^nt search throughout my precinct, find either the es-' 
tate or the body of the said debtor whereupon to levy this 
execuMon. I therefore return the same wholly uosatistied^; 

' When kvied upon Perwnal M9tu$t* 

"iombedience td this executioOi I levied the same upon 
a bay horse, the property of the Within named defendant, 
Md'tmirtihe same^ in the- said t^n ofw#; and at the end 

of twenty days after such posting, I caused due and usual 
notice to be given to customers to come to the sale there-* 
of, at! d on the day of instant, did sell the said' 
horse at an out-cry to the highest bidder for the sum 
of dollars, being the highest Ud ; the amount of 
thi#4edb»iitioii| ddiC and cott being dDllii^, and the 
Goa^* of levying, fcc the sum of dollars, malcing in 
the whole the sum of dollars, I have applied the 
said sum last mentioned to the payment and satisfaction 
of the said execution, and the overphi • of s\ich sale, being^ 
" ' ' dollars, I have returned to the said JB. C. the own-. 

enberao^ as the law directs, 

• » - 

'rtn an Execution for Seizen and Poss€ssion» 

Then by Tirtue of this execotioO) and agreeable tdhe^ 
direefioM^of the same, I repaired to the within described 

piece of land, and having put all others out of possession, ' 
I caused the said D, K to have seizen and pDssrssion 
thereof in due form of law. In further obedit^ncc to the* 

8Mi^ wecuupoivl levie4 . . ^ ^£39 
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Uke auTC in tnt said' town of for the space of ^inremy 
iays, &c. [or At f*e ftr^edinf^^fhrmfor iSetkmagiti and 

eoatM^ when ngi Jmd if if the dtfendani^ and a levy U made 
for shem^l 

Tlj|li by virtue of this execution, having first on th^ 

said day of at jf. aforesaid, made demand of 

money) goods, or estate to satisfy the same^ and not being 

able: to find any, I took the txiidy of the ivithin< named Jt; 

and tdm-wimnttttdlo tte'^ee^pei^efihe g^ilFJt tirt 

saideQiiiitf of wkhim the prison; anc^left witW said 

keeper a true and attested copy of ttus execution^ as the 

la^dtcects» . . , . . . 

« 

Then \vith this execution I repaired to the usual' place 
abode of the said executor, £cc at ^. aforesaid, and 
ttiere made demand of-tke money, goods, or eatafea of 
the aaid & iX dectseed' in the hands of the Said Mteciile^ > 
lcc> hot neither were shea^n me, ov fiiund wtthto my |nm«« 
cinct, whereon to levy tM« execution; 1 therefor© return 
the same wtiolly uosati»&ed* * > 

ffy vtrtne of this execution I this day, at A, aforesaid, 
made demand of the said D. JL, said to be agent, &c. to 
the within named B, C, [the absconding dabtor^ of money 
or estate of the said B. C. in his hands, to satisfy this ex- 
ecntioQ, hut none vas shewn nnto me by him, nor conl^ 
I find any wheseon to levy the same« nor cduld f ilod the' 
body of the said B. C. within my precinct: I tliercfore 
rctimi this execution w)iolIy unsaiisfiwd, having received 
lux thereo|^ nor any C9sts«^ 

Om a CUatim ufioa JPeiifiou.* 

Then I left a true and attested copv of the within or 
foregoing petition and citation at the last usual place of 

4KKle 9( the within liamtd C. in s«i4 ^ 



Digitized by GoogI 



'/ Jteium tgtoi a Wammi io ^rekendfor tytA* 

TAeo by viruie of the withiD warraDt» 1 arrested the 
of the within named C. read the same in his hesr- 
tnt* snd now luiTe< Itim ia costodj for trial. I haye also. 
mammmA the aasd.A-J^. and lo attafd at timei and 
]place as winiessesj as the law directs. 

^ . When the. Offender cannot be/Qund. 

* * In obedience to the within warrant I this day made dili- 
gent search ior the within named B. C. but could not find 
lUPi in tny precinct. 

On a Search Warrant when the Goink are not found* 

In obedience to the within warrant I this day repaired 
to the said dweUiog house of the said.^^. BJuk the day 
^inei and in the presence of the iofimnant made diligent 
«earch for the iffticlei within mentioaed bat could not 
find' the same. 



V When the Goods^ cfc, are found, * 

By virtue of the Avithin warrant I this day repaired to 
the said dwelling house of the said Ji. B, in the day timCf 
and in the presence of tho informant searched tbe aame^ 
and there found the articles within mentioned ; whereup- 
oil I'arrested the said wf. and him ioA the said articles 
'llow have in court as the law directs. 



^ On on Execution for Fmkhment, 

I Th^n by virtue of the within execution I took the said 
B. to the pob^c sign post in said C. [or lo* the JUdfic 
9tock9 ae the ease may be'] and him punished by whip- 
ping teii stripes on his naked body, [or placing him in the 
$aid stocks for one hour} as the law directs. 

On a Mittimus. * 
V III obedience to tbe within mittrmus lo ine directed, I 
^4WS' dSf took the said A. B. to ihe common gaol of the 
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said county of F, and committed him unto the keeper 
thereof, within the pn'soni acd left a copy of this mitti- 
xnus williKho aaiid keeper. - « 

On m JRjffifution fir Putdahment and JMSUHkiui* 

Then by virtue of this execiuioa I took the said jd,B. ta 
the pttUic s)M-pofl| Ui. aaM C. and him pu willed by 
wMpping ten «iripe8 on Unvpiakod bodyi. ; I tlKti made de«-- 
nand of the aaid jI* B, of money to pay the said fine nnd 

€ost9| which he refusing to pay, I iommitted htm unto 

the keeper of the gaol of said county, ut ii. within the 
prison, and left a copy of thla exiscution witb the said 
IsMpcTi aa the law direda* . . « 

SICKNESS. 

See the 7th section of the * apct pfovidin^ in C3a% of 
tiekness^" recited in the idr&t part of this work under this 
title. 

* » 

SIGN-POSTS. 

When a society is nlade out of two or more towns, the 
constables of such towns shall have the same power and 
authority in the improvement of the sign-posts thereini 
^enifche satee shall be without the limits of the town to 
tHch they belong, as other constables by law have withili 
their respective districts. Statufea /•/k. 6? 2. 



SLAVES., 

Constables and grand-jurors are tb enquire after and 
make presentment of ril importations of Indian^ ne|;rd| or 
ihulatto sli^vesinto this state ; srnd of the purchasing and 

receiving such slaves so imported, knowing them to have 
Jbeen so imported. Statutes B, i,fi, 624. 
See Grani>-Juroe$. 
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TAVERNS* 

<^nstalil«i harefMNrer to enter into and starch angr lav* 
m IkflDeacI kouae'; and Cmt that and 4o ftqiim aiaial- 
aocet aod'to break open anj lock or door^ aa they abdl 

judg'e there is occasion, and shall cornrnand all persons 
belonging to the town who are found there, contrary to 
law, to depart forthwith. And all persons refusing to de- 
part on such commands shall be arrested by such consta- 
bleSf and safely kept till the )r can be brought before prop- 
or anthovUy : and upon eoovfetton ahall aiiAr m panidiy 
'Oimte iMiar. SnumeM B. i.fi, e42« • 

It is made the duty of constahlea and other informing 
ofPicers lo m^ike preser^ment of all persons in their re- 
spective precincts who^hall presume to be common vict- 
uallers or tavemers, or to sell to be drank in tlieir houses, 
shops or dependencies) or suffer to be drank there when by 
them sold, any melheglini'^vytdei^all^AMl* wine^ miD^ 
hmndy, giD» eTdther stiMgliiiMry esoept aiieh peraans 
a« are duly licenced 'to4keep houses of public entertain* 
ment. Statutes B. i,fu 646. 

See GnANA-JijMoas. 



TOWNS- 

See the. Statute undev thia title, recited in part first of 
the present work. 



VICE. 

Constables^ Sec. in the.respectlve towns are required to 
make diligent aearch afteri a^td presentment of, all the 
breaches of tiie laws which relate to their offices. And on 
the evening after the Lord's day, and other public days of 
religious solemnity, shall walk the street, and duly search 
all places suspecitd lor harbouring or cntcrlaiuing any 
persons assembled contrary to law* 

And the authority, grand-jurymen, €Q0stri>lea and ty- 
tkingmen in the respective towns^hall annually meet on 
the firat Monday ni^amary^ and <m the third Mondaf of 
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Jknri at the ^imot whm.Aeir aniiual town-meethigs are 

held} or at some other place appointed, there to advisC) 
consiider, and use their joint interest in suppressing pro- 
fenencss^ vice and immorality ; and for the due execu- 
ititfi of the. laws. ^ And the constables and grand*jurymeii 
«wc lo enquire, after aad' make due -.pre«entmeiit of all 
•kRacbea ofUff act against vIgc^ fcc. . Smmies M.fi,^7%. 

In an action against a town for the default of a consta- 
ble; in not duly serving a writ, he being a bankrupt^ and 
in failing circumstances at the time of his appointmentf 
it was adjudged that towns are not responsible for the 
conduct of constables, whom thcf appointt for they have 
no power to ccmtrool themi or to require tlifm to fiaA au* 
' rety^ and are hmsoA hj law to appoint them* 

. POWER AUD DUTY OF SURVEYORS OF 

HIGHWAYS. 

The power and duty of this oOker will be found in the 
statute recited in the first part of this work under high- 
ways. 

For surveyor's oath see part firsts title Oaths. 

IF^mmg to fcwri: at Highway. . 

T^A. it. of 

You are hereby notified and warned to appear at 
in said town, on the day of instant [being at leasf 
three-daya itfur the vfartdnsl at o'clock in the m<Mm- 
ing) \wUhj/imrt€t0Hmth9Caicniaiifb€\ to work on the pub* 

Mc highway s in aold town> accoitfing to latr* 

D. E. Sunreyor of Mghwaya* 

C 18 • - ^ ^ 

Prcsmdnent by Surveyors^ of Persona in their 4kiri€(4$ 
* negligtnt^ or d^ective. 

To F. G. Esq. Justice of the Peace for //. county. 
Comes D. E* one of the surveyors of highways for the 

said town jof C» and informs and complw>»i that A* of 
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said town, is by law obliged to work at high%Yays, and is 
wittiin the limits assigned to the said surveyor for repair 
and amendment the ensuing year ; that the said ^. B. 
was duly warned to appear [wich fas (eam^ as the case may 
be'] to work on said highways on the day of 
stant, three days before the day so appointed, but neglect- 
ed so to appear and work, whereby he became liable to a 
forfeiture of one dollary [or, as the case may be] to be im- 
proved to hire others to do said work. Your complainant 
therefore prays that distress may be granted for levying 
the same of the goods, of the said ji, B. as the law directs. 
Dated, &c. D. E. Surveyor of highways. 

I ' POWER AND DUTY OF FENCE-VIEV/ERS. 

Fence viewers are to be annually chosen in the several 
towns at the annual town-meetings in JVovember or Decent' 
bcr^ and must he sworn as other town-officers. For fence- 
viewer's, oath, see part first. 

They are empowered by statute to decide upon the suf- 
^ficiency of fences between neighbors, when called for that 
.purpose, in cases of the impounding of cattle, Qr other 
.creatures taken damage feasant ; which sufficiency is de- 
fined to be such a fence as is as eftectual against the crea- 
ture s impounded as a Jive-rail fenccj or stone-wall^ Jour 
Jcet /iighj well erected, would be. ► ^ 

if it be made to appear to the fence-viewers that the 
creatures impounded did not enter the enclosure at the 
deficient place, but over some place t^at was sufficient, as 
- aforesaid, then the said fence-viewers shall declare the 
Jence to be sufficient. - 

When owners of dividend fences nep:lect or refuse to 
keep the same in sufficient repair, according to law, the 
. person aggrieved, may at his own cost, call the fence- 
viewers of the town to view the same, who finding it 
.^sufficient, may, after five days notice, proceed to erect 
and repair the same, and the negligent proprietor shall 
pay double the txpeuce, with cost of viewing, &c. 



» 
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Fcnc€»vicwcrii* Comjdaint qf dividend Fence * ' 

. To *A. B. E«q. Jastic^ of Peaoe for the Countjr of C. » 

Com^s />. ^. and F. G. of the town of H. and fence* 
Ttewcrs of the said towU) duly appointed and avorn ; and 
Infermathm make, that on the . day of we were 

called out by /. JT. of said town to view the dividend fence 
between the adjciining lands of the said /. K. and />. ilfl 
In said town, and found thai that part of said fence belong'- 
ing to the said !>. M, was insufficient and defective , and 
did forthwith give notice thereof to the said JVf. andthe 
avid Zf. M. having neglected to repair the aame for the 
space of fife daya after aaid notice^ we proceeded to make 
and repair the said defective part of said fencei and did 
charge for doing the same, with cost of reviewing and 
other expenceSf the sum of dollars ; and on or about 
"the day of last past we made upi and presented 
<nir accoQQt thered^ doubting the same, making an a* 
mount of dotbm; and made demand theiwf oftbe 
jaid X. il£ I but for more than ten days the said L. M. 
bath) andadn dotb, refose to pay the ianie ;'wlievefiit« 
we the said D, £, and F. G, pray that a warrant may i8« 
sue agMnst the goods and estate of the said L. M. for the 
same, agreeably to the provision of the statute in.aucb 

caae provided. DaUd^ &c. ^ ^ * \ 

D*E.>;feneemewef» of 

F. G.> the town ofi il^ 

POWEK^ND DUTY OF LISTERS. : 

♦ 

Liatom consist of suek number aa tite town think prop- 
trto'dioose) at their aunual toim^nMeiing $ and are te 
t>e sworn on ^ before the first day of July in eaeb year. 

For the form^ of the oath, see part first of this woi?k, tille 

Oaths. 

In July annually it is their duty to notify the inhabit- 
ants of their town to bring in their lists of the estate, rata- 
ble bf hW) whidi they own on the twenH^ day qf jiugmif 
hf the WUh day of Sefittmbftt fbllaw&ig^ Who on faihiret 
are liable to be foarfolded. The fisters are, some time in 
' Septcffbcri to a true list of the n»m€S of aU male 



* 

* - Digitized by Google 



TARt Il.i LiSTEAS. 175 

persons, in their respective towns, not particularly ex- 
empted by statute, and including therein all such persons 
as have claim to exemption from poll-tax, on account of 
being dressed in uniform, and equipped, and performing 
hiilitary duty, placing the names of adults and minors in 
separate lists. And on or before the first Thursday of 
X)ctober in each year, the civil authority, selectmen, and 
listers, shall jointly abate the polls of siich as are disabled 
by sickness, lameness or other infirmity, provided that 
such abatement shall not exceed one tenth part of such 
polls. 

Having received the several individual lists in writing!, 
signed wiih the names of the owners, the listers shall pro- 
ceed to add thereto, according to their best judgment, a 
'value for all things enumerated in the law to be listed, that 
are not particularly valued therein ; and make the whole 

''into one general list ; which list shall contain the name of 
each person who shall give in, or stand charged with any 
list, arranged in alphabetical order, each society by itself, 
%vith a transcript of the several articles composing the 
same, wiih the amount or sum total thereof annexed. 

^« Male polls, from eighteen to twenty-one years d. c. 

rof age, not exempted, to be^set in the list at 30 00 

**' t/Male polls, from twenty-one to seventy years of 

• age, except ministers of the gospel, the president, 
professors, and tutors of the collegiate school, con- 
stant school-masters, and students of college, until 

^ the expiration of the time for taking their second 
degree, and persons which are, or may be exempt- 
ed by the general assembly, each person at 60 00 
All niinisters of the gospel that now are, or hereafter 

' shall be settled in this state, during their continuance in 

ithe ministry, shall have all their estates, lying in the same 
society or town wherein they dwell, and all polls belong- 

!^ing to their several families, exempted from being put in 
the list. And also the estate of the president of Yale-Col- 
lege, for the time being, shall be under the same regula- 
tions as the estates of ministers of the gospel ; as also 
shall all lands and buildings in this state, sequestered to, 

. and improved for schools, or other public or pious uses. 
The polls also of the non-commissioned officers and 
privates of the militia of this state, whether of the infant- 

/ ■ ■ , • i 
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Tjt cm$kff artUIerf , guardsy or iodependnt <coiii|Wiab 
be exempted firom the liBtf daring the time it^Vt 

being liable by law to do military duty in thjcir respective 
companies ; provided that each person claiming such ex« 
emptioa^ shall produce a certiiicate from the command* 
•ing officer of the company to which he beloiigSt on or bei* 
fore the tenth dajr of SefUeoAer in each year, that he in 
•quipped acijording to laW| and dressed ki UDifortiif md 
lias peiformed military duty according to laW) during th# 
year preceding, or been prevented from performing the 
aame, by sickness, bodily infirmity, or other reasonable 
^ause. And all such r^rtUicates shall refer to the prece- 
iijlng year^ en(Uii|; the jwti^h^ August auaually. 
? All h^t^(aiita of thia mte,wh6 ahaU be employ ed four 
monthilA' ia year, jta board aiiy vessel p^niodjii this atatci* 
either in the whale or cod fisheries, shall^e exempted from 
having their heads set in the list in each year wherein 
the-^ shall he so employed in said business i and ahail ^tj^p 
be exempted irom working at highways. ' 

Sta(u(e0M, i. ft. 329. 
the Act to establish a military corps for the de« 
fcnce of this state,*' it is enacted) That the polls of Hon- 
>pommi$sioned ofiicerS} musicjlaiiAy and private^, and tli|o 
horses of the cavalry, shall be exempted from the list of 
polls and rateable csiate, l i om the time'of their enlistment, 
daring; the time they belong to this corps ; provided each 
person claimiAg the benefit of this ac^shall pi:ocure a cer* 
iificate from the oommandinr^ ofBcer of the company^ or 
troop to which he belongs, of his said enliatment ; and the ^ 
^me lodge 16 the^town clerk's office in the town wh$re I|e 
resides. Sia(ute0 B. n, fi.97. 

Every ox or steer ot four years old aud yjpwardsi d. c. 
,Aball be set in the list at 10 00 

Every steer of three year^ old> ^nd every cow or 
^eifer of three years bid and upwardsi at 7 00 

£very heifer or steer of two years old| at \ Z %^ 

All bolls more than one, owned by one personp 
ahall be set in the Xi^i at Uie.rate qf steer^ or ,QKea * 
jpf the same age, 

l^eat jcatUe under t,wp years (dd are e&^wf Uda^ \ 
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" Each horse or mare of three years old and up- 
wards, (except stalikiaa and trooper's horses en* b. 
listed) at * la M 

Sftch stallion of more than i years oldy (ulielher 
kelonging to a trooper enlisted pr not) at ' 67 OQ 
Each covering Jack, at 34 00 

Each horse kind of two years old, at • 7 06 

Each horse kind of one year old, at 3 3-1 

Every muie three years old, and upwards^ at 10 CO 
Every mule of two years old| at 7 oa 

Every mule of one year oU» at S S4 

An horse kind and other creatures rateable by law, that 
are put upon any farm in this state, out of the town where 
the owners dwell, and under the care, occupancy, and 
improvement of a tenant there, shall be put into the H»t 
of the owner of such creatures in the town where such 
iiarm lieth ; and in all other cases, all horse kind and oth* 
er creaturesi rateable by kw, sliali be put into the list of 
poBs and rateable estate of the owners thereof in the 
towns where they dwell* 

All meadow land in the county of Hartford^ both d. e. 
for mowin^^ and plough! rg, per acre, at 2 50 

Except bog^y meadow, which if mowed, per acrC) 0 84> 
If not moved, per acre, 0 54 

All other plough lands in this state, per acre, 1 (Sf 
All meadow lands both salt and freshi within the 
counties of J^evhJHkvenf ^(ew^lMdm% Fcdrficld^ 
WindhtLm^vsAlAtchJitld^tX \ St 

Except boggy meadowi which if mowedi per 
acre; at 0 84 

Always firovided^ That all plough lands shall be 
SO assessed only for that year in which the crops 
are taken off, or separated from said land, but In the 
next year following it shall be assessed as pasture 
landi per aerei at ' 1 34 

And so from year to year, till the year whei^dn 
the said land shall be ploughed for another crop, 
in whiph it shall be rate-free ; and in the year in 
which the crop is to be taken off or separated 
from said land, it shall be rated at ' I 6r 

[It may be remarked here^ iimi % m existing •tattUe 
eniitM^ m aet to encourage (de raising of flax an! 
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should be eMnripied from laxaUw in that year, in which 

the crop was taken o{!*"-Mnft/ October session 1813 ; when 
that firovinwn of the uiatuu was re/uoled^ and the exemption 

AU upland pasturcf eufaer» feediog» or d. c. 
i&owIn||3 at i 34f 

Except such landa as are overgvown with wood8» 
bushesi brterrand the like, whereby the lands be« 

come unservicablc for pasturet whcthcf the same 
hav^ been cleared or notj wiiich shall be assd&bcd 
per ?icr€, at * 0 34 

Ail unincloaed lands shall be set as follows, viz. 

AU timber landS) which i£ cleared would be it 
fcr mowing oe pkmghlngi per aorc) at ^ ^ 0 3* 

All other timber lands^ except on mountains ill* 
aeeessible to teams, per acre, at 0 IT 

And all other unincloscd lands per acre, at 0 • 

All meadow-lands in the towns Middle'^' cwn^ * 
Haddamj Eaat-Haddam and Chatham^ in the coun- 
ty of MiddUuex^ whtther used for ploughing or 

snowing shall be set in the list per acre, at 2 6p 

£;«oept boggy meadoWt which, witii all other huds in 
the coonty of MidiUeatXf and within the cmnty of 7^/- 
fcfu^, shall he set in the list at the same rate as4he taiuls in 

the counties o[ AWj- London and IVindhanu 

Each dwelling-house shall be set in the list at five dol- 
lars for each fr/e-place thereip, whether tised or not, but 
the listers may abate for old and decayed houseSf one 
iiuafter, one half, or three fourths of tbe said sum} teem- 
ing as the hottsen nhail appear them more m less to be. 
decayed or depc^ciated i«f ''';^)^£44m^ 

All stock in any bank, ^riM^rbelonging to any person 
or persons inhabitants of this^tate, whose estates are not 
jexempted from taxatio n hUfil be set in the list at three doi* - 
lars on every hundred dollars of said stock, provided that 
no person owning stock in any bank in any other statei 
which is or sbatt be taxed in the state where such bank 
keptf shall be subject to be taxed by this state for such 

. The cashiers of the several bai^ks in this state shall, 
wlUun twsnty*{bur bouts after request made in wiidag 
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by a majority #f tbt Ib|ari if MJ' tiMi ki An* ttMi iir- 
nish said Kslen wifh » troe fttnemem ^aU the ^ibtk m* 

shares in the M^'ii4v€l*e applkation shall be madcfbe* 
longing oft the Iwenti' la day of August annually to inhab- 
itants of the town to which such listers belong ; and if any 
eashier shall refuse or neglect to comply wit4i such re- 
quest, or shall exhibit a ialae account of auch stock or 
shareS) he ahall.forfeit lo thO' use of the town to which 
meh Iht^rs belong, thenfiD of Jijty doUar^^ to be recoT*' 
ered in an acticfO oif debt| io the name ot the treasurer of 
said town. 

By a subsequent statute, all the stock in the banks of 
this state belonging to any person or persons not inhabit- 
ams of this state, and standing in his or their names oi^ the 
books of such bank, on the Ujventieth of A^i^giisl^iil. eaeh 
yeari shalf be set in the list at three dollars on jivery < 
4red dottara^ and shall be liablf to'aU -|axe4^ M Is^fto* 
vided relating to bank stock owned by inhabitants of this 
state. And the listers in each town in which a bank or 
banks are established, shall some lime between the 20th 
of August and the 1 1th of .^fptember, in eaehtyear^ tfp« 
ply to such 'bank or banks, and ohtuin the names and a* 
mount of stock of all stockholders i^ said bankaM|it^l$te- 
ly» irho arejiQtiiihabtitants of this state : atid lheMI|>(iie« 
tive cashiers bf socli banks shall, on application as af6rei»^ 
said, deliver to the said listers a certificate of the names of 
such owners of stock, with the amount holden by each 
owner, and such listers shall insert such stock in the res- 
pective lists ia^ll^. same manner as is provided by law in 
regard to the property of non-residents. And tb.e res^ 
pecttte collectors of the state tax in such towns shall be 
the colle^dH of the taxes aris^ig on snob -stock. 

The stock thus directed to be set in the list^ however, 
shall not be deemed any part of the list of the town to in- 
crease their slate tax, or to enable them lo draw a greater 
propoi^Ugii^^Qf the school monies. Stalutee B iMfi. 89« 

. ■ > - r c. 

Each coach shall be set io the lisCi at « - Hs 00 

Each charriot, at* • • - « • 134 00 

Each phaeton, nt • • • - IM- 00 

Each coachee, at • ^ • - - - 75 00 

Ea^h curricle, at * " 4 . - • 6$ 00>. 
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Each cli aiscj chaif or other two-wheeled ri- 
ding Qurriaget wiih or without a covered topy^ 
a ama Dot Icaa than^^r^n doUarsy noi!:.n(ioFe.thaii ^ . . 
at47/y <l6&rtf at Uie<tiicreU€^ of (be 1^ 
carriaeea shall be .aet i& the. Ust^at fifben, tweii<^ , 
ty, thirty, forty, fifty or sixty dqltars ea<;hK,as 
they are more or Itss valuable. 

Ail oihcf .four-wheded, carrifiges od 4Jprings,^, p. c. 
each, at * ?0;ij5?0; 

All four-.wheeled pleasure,.carriagca,,npt here-, . .. , -^^^ 
lofore enumerated in the laV) with a covered io{»| 
hung . on leather braces, but not on . springs, 
ahall be act in the list at fifteen, twenty or ^venty- ^ • 
five dollars each, at the disci tlion ol the Uster^ , ^^i, ^ 
as they shall be mort; or ^i^ss valuable. ^ ^ ^. 

Statutes B. XI, p. <54. . : ^ ^ 

Each gold watchj at ... . . ...54 oo 

AH other watchesy at . , 10 Qp, 

^ All steel or brass wheeled clocksi or ptbcp^^ ♦ v 
timepieces regulated by.a pendulum, each, at , 90 fW, 

Each clock with wooden wheels PO* 

All wrought house hold, silver plate, at six per ..^ 
cent, on the just value thereof, estimated at oae.. ^ ^ J , 
dollar eleven cents per ounce. 

All momes loaned on good security, exc^j>t . ^ ^ . a* 
monies loaned to thia atate, or the United Stat^j ^ ^. 
more than Uie owners thereof pay intereat for^ at , 
six per cent on the jtiat value thereof. . W," 

Each store or warehouse, whether part of, or 
connected with any ]>art oi a dwelling house OP , * \ 
not, one story high, at ' ' 10 pO 

Each store or warehouse as aforesaidi of two 
stories highi - ^9 Qp 

Each store or warehouse as aforesafd^ of three 
stories high, « 30 QO 

Each corn^mtU, standing on a stream suflBcieiit ; 
to carry the same through the various seasons of 
the year, and so situated that they are constumly ^ 
supplied with custom, shall for every run of 

intones contained therein^ be set io the list; aunu* 
allfial 150 00 
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All other corti-mills of less advantage^ whether Mrind- 
mills or others, at a less sum in proportion, according to^ 
the best judgment of the listers. * % 

And the listers shall assess owners of slitling-mills, oil- 
mills, saw-mills, and all other water works (except iron 
works) by which profits arise, and all other works and' • 
and occupations followed by any persons by which profits- 
arise, and which are not enumerated in the law (except 
business in any public office, husbandry and common la-^ 
bour for hire) shall be assessed by the best judgment of 
the listers in due proportion to the rules given in particu4 
lar instances in the law. i 

Attornies in actual practice shall be assessed accordinj^' 
to the profits of their profession, at a sum not less than 
seventy five^ nor more than three hundred dollars, * 

Physicians and surgeons in actual practice shall be as- 
sessed according to their profits at a sum not less th^ui • • 
thirty-four^ nor more than two hundred dollars, 

Traders of all kinds shall be assessed according to their 
profits, at a sum not less ihs^n forty nor more than three 
^hundred dollars, 
. Persons carrying on mechanical business of apy kind, 
shall be assessed according to their profits, at a sum not ' 
less than ten<^ nor more than tivo hundred dollars. ^ • 

Tavern-keepers. shall be assessed at a sum according 
to their profits, at a sum not less than twenty^ nor more 
than tvjo hundred dollars. Frovidedy That attoi neys, phy- 
sicians, surgeons and mechanics shall be exempted from 
all assessment for two years next after they shall enter 
upon their. respective professions or occupations. 

The listers are carefully to inspect the lists until the last 
day of Z)ecc777A6»r annually, and to add fourfold for all the 
rateable estate they shall find left out of the list by any 
particular person or persons, the property whereof did 
belong to such person or persons on the 20th day of ^z^- 
gust preceding, giving notice thereof to the persons four- 
folded ; and if any doubt thereon shall arise, the said es- 
tate shall be adjudged or reputed the property of the person 
assessed for the same, unless he can shew it to have been the 
property of some other person on sa;d 20th day of jfugu^t ; v 
and also add to said list fourfold for Mie whole rateable ^ 
estate of all such persons as have given in no lists at r,ll, 
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aia penaltf on raid inhabkanCs for thdr ne^Iect| Mi0 
shall pay rales for the same according to Ihcir foyi^^Id' 
assessments* And one half of all such sums arising upon 
s^ch&iuFfold additions, ahatl bf the oooatabk aod-olter 
eollactofs of miea that ahaU be made upon such Malm ^ 
|Miid to die KitiWMli mmi4-ftft.tiitir iMiUom^ito 
•Ikcr kaif abA -te ior tlM M for iiM«h « 
wade* ■ ~ - . I 

This general transcript of the individual lists in alpha* 
tetfcal ai^rangement, distinguishing religious socitttes, 
toother with Ihe additions^ fouvfolds and assessmenist 
urith the aom teliA of each Uat anac»ed> and thft^iMl 
MiOQnt of tie geMral list^ mtiat he comphetedy aifcirtil b| 
die listers, aM Mivettd to the tami^clefli ^Km^iimf4ti 
the month ofUIcifmii^ who ia required to receipt. tke^ 
kame. 

The «statea of non-residents, of whieh no lists artf f|av«* 
to in, not bcteg«dl|ect to isMirMd, ^ogethw-nilh 
hfiMbhi prop^ of mMeni% hot foaertedin^ aaqr Vmim 
n ABt HaUe to ibuiCaM, aad weh ardclia of ralto|h*Mp* 
CTty as ahhll have been left-out «raiif >Kat*tipoii auppojk 
tioQ of its being lost or perished, and upon discovery is 
given in to the listers to be entered in the puMlclist, after 
the same shall have been arranged ; are|to be^nt^rediqioii 
Ike leneral Uat by way of addkiM,iiiid oaiM^ilito«taih|»rt 
c^amh Sat caHedafdditiMa. ^ - ^iaaii i 

When any person ahallbe over*6harged<lfitht4iii^ltJ9 

the duty of the listers to grant relief only wherethe^^Mte 
shall appear not to have belonged to the person on* the 
20th day of .August preceding, or that it was not left out 
through his wilfulness or negligence, but from sufitcient 
ground to conehide the estate to have be^n lostor perish"< 

, ed» and tlKlt ao absn^ he waa aemdUt of hia -ditty^bereio 
he did offer his eatate^-^iM^S^ie^, to fheliatM, « be*ehf«r- 

•ed in the public list But if such Haters wlirnot*f{Me jmt 
relief, then upon application made by the apjgdcved party 
to two or more justices of the peace, and the Selectmen 
of the town, or to a jnajority of the civil authority and se- 
leetmen of such town, qindified by law td judge in sach 
caseay notifying two cnr more of the listen to shew reasons, 
if any they have, why reliefshould notbe.gfanted to saeb 
aggricycd ptr&OD} they ahail coa^der the casci and giiw 

s 

\ 
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such relief as they shall judge just and reasonable ; and 
also in all cases where any person may be wrongly charg- 
ed, either by way of assessment, or otherwise, by the lis- 
ters, in their list as aforesaid ; provided such application 
be made on or before the first day of March next after 
such over-charge complained of be made. All abate- 
ments which shall be made shall be lodged in the town ^ 
clerk's office by the 10th day of March annually. And 
the sum total thereof shall by the listers in each town, be 
returned, with the additions and fourfolds, to the Control- 
ler by the first day of jifiril annually, who shall deduct 
such abatements from the amount of the list of such 
town: 

>ii .The listers are to transmit to the controller of public ac- 
counts annually, on or before the first day of ^/rriV, the 
lists of their respective towns, together with the sum 

-%ota] of all the additions and assessments, agreeably to the 
form aforesaid ; and also the sum total of the school soct* 
cty or societies, or part of a society, in their several townSi 
naming the society to which such part belongs ; and also 
a certificate from an assistant or justice of the peace, or 
town clerk, before whom they were sworn, that they were 
swornr to a faithful discharge of their duly on or before the 
first day of Juiy preceding. It is also provided that the 
listers shall at the time of returning the list to the control- 
ler make return of the names of all persons by them assess- 

ricd, together with their occupations and the amount of their 

dtYspective assessments* 

^f^tTile listers shall also certify to the controller at the 
fthne they return the list as aforesaid, and shall also rc- 
tnra with the list to the town clerk as aforesaid, the num- 
.,ber of polls exempt on account of military duty, fishe- 
ijies, kc. and the schooirsocieties to which they belong ; 
land all monies appropriated for the purposes of schools' 
ishall be distributed in the same manner and proportion as 
^though such exemption had not been made. The lists of 
r.ihe several school societies, therefore, are formed by ad- 
dling to the ordinary lists of the samei the number of polls 
.exempted therein as aforesaid. 

When there are more school societies than one in a 
town, and the same are, or may be, distinguished by heal 
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maWf it is rtfiomneilded so toiHstiogi^ them ki Un: Mf« 
Mwto t hereon trotter of pttbUe atcoimts/ . ^ ""^ 
* When the litters - shall make a^stake iit' castttvs the 

list of the town, on discovery thereof they shall certify the 
flame to the treasurer, who is authorized and directed, on 
•auch certificate, to add to, or subtract from, the list of such 
iiomtkf the aniouat of such mis cast, as the circumstances of 
4be caie shall require. And the* treasurer shaU -not ac- 
ceptnor allow any bSls of abatement)' saye only wlicfe any 
person shall be found) afccording to the true meaning of 
this statute, to have been really over-charged, or wrong- 
charged, or unless any person charged in said list is de- 
ceased, or shall have absconded and departed out of this 
state before the time limited for the payment of the rate 
latbeitreaaureTt attd hath not left any Restate wber^MB tlre 
aaiae^pay be leTied* And in erery biff of abatememi m :i dfe 
kt either ^tbrcaaes aforesaid) shIU lie certlfiM ihe >eaao^ 
of such abatement, by the persons who have right by law 
to make the same) or by an assistant or jusuc^^of the 
peace. . , 

Aim) the Hsters shall be allowed and paid out of the 
treasury of ttfelown to which they belong, alter the ratb 
aftwehty^^e cents for each T4o«Mmif c/ol^r^ inpltldeS ili 
Ae suisi total- of the lists Of such towns fespectiy<A/f ^ 
eluding the amount of the list of the polls of military ex- 
empts, on condition that said listers comply in all respects 
with the requisition of the statute, and not otherwise. 

The lists to be transmitted to the controller, aod Jodg« 
ed with the town clerk) are to be made in the firitswln^ 
ibrm and ordj;r of arraogment) Vis. ' 



A true list of the polls and estate of the town of 4. rate' 
able by laW) on the 20th day of August) ia ^ [ 



No. 



Polls from 3 1 to f 0 years 6f agO) at - 
Polls from 18 to 3 1 years of agO) at « 
Oxen and bulls 4 yfears oM, at - - 

Cows, steers, heifers and bulls 3 years 
•old, at - - - - - - • - - 

SteerS) heifers and buUS) 2 years ol^i 
at 



DS. 


c. 


60 


00 


SO 


GO 


10 


00 


7 


00 


3 


3^ 
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Listers. 



^ T 
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Horse-kind, 3 years old, at - - - 
Horse-kind, 2 years old, at - - - 
Horse-kind, I year old, at ^ - - 
StaHions, more than 3 years old, - - 
Mules, 3 years old, at - - - 

Mules, 2 years old, at * — 
Mules of 1 year old,-at - - - - . 
Covering jacks, at - - - - • - 
Acres of ploughland, at - - - 
Acres of upland mowing and clear 

pasture, at - 

Acres of boggy. meadow mowed, at • 
Acres of boggy-ii^eadow not mowed, 

at • - ^ • • • 

Acres of meadow-land in Hartford 
and Middlesex counties, at • - - 
Acres of other meadow-land, at - - 
Acres of bush-pasture, at - - - - 
Acres of uninclosed land, first rate, at 
Acres of uninclosed land, second rate, 
at 

Acres of uninclosed land, third rate, at 
Coaches, at - - ^ - 
Chariots, at • • /- 
Phaetons, at - - - . - - 

Curricles, at - - • - ---- ^^-.^ - 

Coachees, at - - - • . - *»• 
Chaises, chairs. Sec. at - - - - ^ - 

Chaises, Sec. at - • - - - 
Chaises, Sec. at - - - - - - 

Chaises, Sec. at - - • « - . 
Chaises; Sec. at - - tw v»^*4ir 
[Chaises, Sec. at ^ • - - i*"^*^'- 
lOther four wheeled carriages on 

springs, at - • 

Other four wheeled carriages, on 

I leather braces, at 

iDo... do, do. - - 



185 



bs«ic.!am't. 



34|00 
167 

084 



Do. 



do. 



do. 



jGold watches, at - - 
Silver watches, Sec. at - 



4* ; 

u. 



13400 

loojo 

68 0< 

rsloo) 

1500J 
20b(^ 

3o|oq 

40 00 

5000 



60 
30 

15 

20 
25 
34 



00 

00 

00 
00 
00 
00 



1000 
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DS. Ic. 

2000 
700 

75 



3 
3 
1 

10 

20^ 

3000 



50 
25 
00 
00 



Steel and brass-^vheeled clocks^ at • 
VVooden-wbeelcd clocks, at • - ' 
Fire-places, first clasSf at • - 
Fire-places> second class, at ^ " • 
Fire-places, third class, at - 4 - 
Fire-places, fourth class, at ^ - - 
Stores I story high, at - - - - - 
Stores 2 stories high, at - - - - 
Stores 3 stones high, at - - • - 
Ounces of silver plate, at I doll. 1 1 

certts per ounce, at six per cent* 
Dollars on interest, at six per cent. 
Dollars bank stock, at three per cent. 
Amount of Assessments, - • - - 
Amount of half fourfolda, . - • 
Sheep added as a penally, at * 

Sheep deducted, at 75 cents. ^ - - - . 

Total amount deducting sheep, /ta r' '-^ 



'4 



ors 



.J 



A true return of the society li«ts of the school societies (and 
parts of societies) in the town of for the year 18 



NoJ 



First school socictyy «- - - « • 
Second school societyi • - • • • 
Third; or, &c. - 

* . *' ' Total 



DS. 



G. 



I 



' • Amount of first school societf . 
Add for poUs exempt for being equipped and Mng mili- 



No. 



tary duty^ according to law. 



P'oUs— -adults, at 
Minor polls, at 



am't. 




Totid 



Fi^rm qf mtke to bring in Ltati, 
The ioliabitants of the town of ^. and others oiMiged by 
1|W to {Mi^ tAMcs in «ai4 ttw«> art hereby' notified and 
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warned, to give in to the subscribers, on or before the 
10th day of Sefitember next, their respective lists of polls 
and rateable estate, belonging to them on the 20th day of 
jiuguBt next, according to law. And hereof all persons 
' concerned, are to take notice. 

Jt. July 18 B C/) 

; ^ ^' E.VListers. 



Jflfilication to Cashier of a Bank for amount of Stock. 

To A. B, Cashier of the Bank in the town of C 

In pursuance of the statute entitled " An act in addition 
to an act for the direction of listers in tlieir office and du- 
ty," you are hereby requested to furnish the subscribers, 
listers of the town oi R. with a true statement of all the 
slock, or shares, in the said bank, belonging on the 20th 
day of August last to inhabitants of said town of R. that 
the same may be set in the list of ratable estate of the 
Wd town of R. for the current year, as the law directs. 
Dated at R. K\n% day ol Sept. 18 

\* -.^w ^' ^- > Listers. 4 

J/i/iliiatkn to Cashier of a Bank ^fbr amount of Stock dt- 
I ' } longing to fiersons mthout the state. 

To.^. B, Cashier of the Bank, in the town of C. 

In pursuance of a statute of this st^te entitled " An act 
in addition to an act for the direction of listers in their of- 
fice and duty," you are hereby requested to deliver to the 
subscribers, listers of the said lown of C. a certificate of 
the names of persons, not inhabitants of this 8tate,owning 
stock in the said Bank, and in whose names any sutii 
stock was standing on the 20th day of August last, with 
the amount holden by each owner, that the same may be 
set in the general list of rateable estate of the said town, 
lor the current year, as the law directs. 

Dated at C the day o( ^ 38 . 
; D. E.T 

^ F. G. [. Listers. 
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. You M«e herebf noti^ that upon a careful inspection 
4f your list of rateable property belonging to you on the 
20ta day of August last, ^iven in by you to the listers for 
the current year, it is found that you have left out of the 
aaidlist idescribing the iirop^rtf /ourfolded} which proper* 
If ia added fourlbld Id the general Uat of aaid town, as is 
prorideil hy the ataCttte of thia ataCe fi« the directioaoC lisr 
tera in theor office and dutjr* ' . \' ' 

Dated) 8cc. ^ D. E.l 

*F. G. I Listers. 
H. LJ 

Jitotkc nffhiri no LUt i$ given irt. r 

. ¥ott are herebf notified ti»t in pursi^nce of the fMAoe 
of this state entitled " An act for the direction of listei^in 
their office and duty/' the subscribers, listers of the said 
town of C, have added to the general list of said town four- 
jUd (ar the whole of your rateable property belonging to 
yott op the aoth.day of Auguat laat, consisting of [deamd* 
ing tke mme] aa a penalty for your neglect in haYiiig ^^v« 
tB in no Kat ot ilu( aamej aa the law &ecta» ^ 

Dated, Sec. - * ' \ . 

Certificate to the Treasurer qf a fsiis-caet in the UUt* 

To j1. K. Eaq. Treasurer of the atate of Connecticut. 
We the subscribers, listers of the town of A, for the 
' year last precedingt do hereby certify that in casting 
the li&t of said town a mistailgB was made bf^aMMQr 
i^lrtieubtro} whereby the aknouDt of aaid list, waa gccater 
% lor leoo a» tke^oMtmay be^ thaiiit* ought lo have beea; 
•and you are accordingly requested -tO deduct froHn feniuU 
/o] the amount of said list, the sum of . being the a- 
mount of such mis-cast.' * * 
fihitedat the day of is • 

D.E.I 

H. LJ 
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THE fOLLOWlNG TABLES 

Will be found usefifl Sn toakiag up the geneiQl li^te 

2« ii - 



ii 
u 
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<c 
(( 

fC 

it 



5 
6 
7 
» 

* 

9 

10 
11 

12' 

U 

IB , «l 
16' :^ 

18 « 

(i 

(( 
ic 
ts 

a 

« 

(I 



19 
2Q 
30 
40 
50 
00 

ro 

30 
90 
100 



. { 



. 3 



5 



6 

8 



67 

34 

01 
68 
35 

10 02 

11 69 
I S 36 

15 03 

16 70 
18 37 

20 04 

21 71 

25 38 
2$ 08^ 

26 72 
28 39 

30 06 

31 73 
.33 40 

50 10 { 
66 8 0 
83 50 
loo 30 
116 90 



In 

ISO 
167 



60 
30 
00 



Meadow liiftd in theC<$iaifities 

oF Harfford and Middlesex, 



1 «cre 

2 « 

3 
4 

5 « 

6 « 

7 If 



£2 
5 
7 
10 
18 



50 
00 
50 
00 
50, 



15 00 

17 50 



8 Mres - • 


» 80 00 


9 ^ . - - 


• 98 80 


10 - - 


. 81 80 


11 « . 


. 27 50 


12 « . . 


- 30 XK) 


13 ^ 


- 32 50 


1* « 


35 00 


Iff . - • 




16 ^ . • 


* . 40 00 


ir « . 


. 48 50 


18 - 


. 45 00 


19 « * 


- ^7 50 


20 " . • 

• 


m 50 00 


30 " - - 


- 75 00 


40 ,^ 


• 100 00 






60 « . - 


* 150 OO 


70 r - 


. 175 00 


80 « - - 


- 200 00 


90 • 


. 225 00 


100 ^ - » 


« 850 0» 


^ ^pl«iid moviiig allA.cleilv 






1 acre - - 


- 81 34 




« 2 68 




- 4 02 




5 36 


5 « • - 


.,670 




- 8 04 


7« - 


- 9 38 


8 « . . 

* 


- 10 72 




- 12 06 


10 « . - 


- 13 40 


11 « . - 


- 14 74 


13 « - - 


. 16 08 


, 13 W 


. 17 42 


14 « - - 


« 18 76 


15 « 


- 20 10 



Digitized by Google 



1 
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4 
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I. 70 


18 « 


• 24 12 


6 




- ^ 2 04 


19 « ' 


-* - 35 46 


7 




- 3^3* 


IJO «« 


.1^6 80 


" 8 


-a * , 


- • 2'-Tt 


90 « 


- • - 40 30 


9 
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. " 3t« 
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• • • • 53 60 


iOr 


<* " • 
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. 67 00 


I f* 
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60 " 


. '80 40 
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70 ^ 
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13 
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14 ' 
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15 
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16 
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k ■ 


17 
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• ' 5 78 


Boggy 


meadowi oiowed. 


18 


<c • 


m 6 12 
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• ' - go 84 


19 


<^ • 


• ' 6v 46 




• 1 68 


20 
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- ' . 9 53 
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• ':18fc^ 




- 4 20 










• ' 5 04 


60 


^ m 


• 30^ 40 




- . 5 88 


70 


« 


- 23 80 


' 1 u 


- 0 72 


80 


<^ • . 


• 27 20 




- • - 7 56 


90 




- 30r 60 
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34^00 
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. 7 SO 
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- 15 96 


r 




- 8 75 


20 " 


- 16 80 


8 




• 10 00 










. IV 25 


Boggy meadow not mowed, 


lO 




. 12 50 


bush pasture^ and ynin* 


1 1 




- 13 75 


doaedi 


1st ratie« 


13 




- IS 00 


' 1 Kre 


• gp 84 


13 




- 18 25 


2 « 


. 0 68 


14 




- ir 50 


1 $ CI 


• 1*02 


15 


CI' 


- 18 75 
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it 


• 


m 


63 50 
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73 00 
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u 
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80 
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a 






125 00 


•Uninclos«d land, 2d. rate. 
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0 17 
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0 68 
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1 02 
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Unin^Iosed land, 3d nt*. 
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1 08 
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16 






1 44 


17 






1 53 


18 






1 62 


!9 




• 
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20 


l< , 




1 80 
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2 70 
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• 


3 60 


50 






4 50 


60 


** ■ 
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70 






6 50 


80 






7 2% 


90 




• • 


8 10 
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9 00 




Silver Plate. 
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POWER, fcc. OF COLLiECTORS OF TQWN ' 

TAXES. ^ , ; 

The appointment, with the power and duty of collec- 
tors of town taxes, will be found recited in the statute un-^ 
ckr the title " RateS)" particularly^ in the 25th aod ioU 
lowing section^ \ see part 1st of the .present work> 
—They have the same .power io the collectioii of 
rates committed to them to collect, as the sheriff has in 
thii collection of an execution. AVhen they neglect their 
duty, and fail to make payment, the selectmen, on apjiJi- 
catioD to an assistant pr justice of the ijeacey^ may obtain 
a warrant agaiiu&t them for^ie sum in arrea^ whicb majr 
be collected out of their cis^te* 

POWER AND DUTY OF GRAND-JURORS. 

Grnnd-jurors are officers appojoted^to make inform a* 
tjon of all crimes that.are committed iffhd come to their 
knowledge- For Grand-jurors oath, see part first, title 
Oaths. Their principal powersand duties are defined in 

the foUowincf stalute : - . * 

An act concerning Grmid^jarymen. > 
§ \. Be it enacted^ lite. That every town in this state, 

on the day oftl^eir annual town meeting, for electing town 
offic^H's, shall elect and choose two or more* sober, dis- 
creet persons of their inhabitants, to serve a^ grandjurors 
for the. ensuing year* who shall be sworn by the next as- 
sistant^* or justice of the peace, 

J^^otc Nat leas than two nor more than six^* ' 

JStatutes £. Ji./i. 105. 
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Grakd-Jurgrs. 193. 

§ 2* But in case any person bo elected shall refuse to 
wc^^xkd 4ake the oath for such officers proYidedf aod 
serv«*«9 aforesaid) (unless be render-^ satisfying reasM^ 
the town-meeting, or to the atithority before ivbom lit 

shall be called lo take the oath, why he ought not to 
^erye as aforesaid) he for such refusal shall incur the pen*- 
of Jive doiiarsf and another person shall be chosen in 
Iiis ropiH) 'who shall upon nfceptMce, be sworn as afore* 
said : and the names of such gri^d^rors shall by the 
clerk of the town be returned unto the clerk of the coubp* • 
*ly court within the same county ; and the clerk of the 
county court, shall by his writ, summon such a number 
of the said grand-jurors within the said county) as shall 
he t-jpeeossary to atiend^ and-senre -at the said counQr* 
oourt. - ' 

§ 3. Andif any • such grand-jurori so as nfbresaid re» 

quired) and summoned to serve on the grand-jury, shall 
neglect or refuse to appear, (unless he shall give suffi-' 
ci^ot reason for his refusal) he shall forfeit the sum of 
tir^;dMir0 and Mrnj'/our 'Cen^^ 

$ 4r ' And ail grand-jurori shall diligently enquire after^' 
and make due presentment of all misdemeanors and 
breaches of law, whereof they have cognizance ; whether 
the same were committtd before said grand-jurors are 
*chosen and sworn to said office, or afterwards ; which 
presentments they shall seasonably make to the court, or 
to «)i0ft ft8sisfMit or justice of the peace'; that offenders 
may be dealt with according to law. 

§ 5. And if any grand-juryman, after he is sworn, 
shall neglect to make season-dble presentment of any 
breach of law, whereof he hath cognizance, he shall pay 
a fine of me d-Alar and sixty-seven cents. 

- $ 6 All wlucb psnalties shall be and belong tcfthe 
town treasury of the town where such grand^juror dwells. 

§ 7, And all grai d-jury-men shall be allowed sixty- 
seven cents ptr day for their time of attendance, and Jive 
cents avd Jive mills per mile travel out, when they shall be 
required to give their attendance at the superior or coun- 
ty court ; to be paid out of tb« state* or county treasury, 
as the law directs. 

§ 8. And every town in this state that shall neglect or 
reiuse lo make cnoice of grand- jurors, as ^foreisaid, shall 

R 
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194 , Grand Ju&ous* * {pjJiaf it. 

for every such neglect or refusal, incur the penalty sev- 
enteen doilarsj lo the treasury of the county wherein such 
townlieth : to be recovered by biUj- plaint or infortnation. 

^ 9. to entitle grand-jurors more effhetualiif (6 detect 
6reaehe» of iaw, . ' * 

J3e it further enacted^ That the grand-jurors in each re- 
spective town in this state, shall once in three months in 
each year, and oftener if need so require, meet at such 
lime and place as they shall appoiot^ to adyise concerotng 
such breaches of law as by their office they are to enquire 
after and present : and shall have power to call before 
them at «uch*nieetings, any person or persons, as witness- 
es, in order lo be examined touching such delinquency as 
they are enquiring after ; and if ally person refuse to ap- 
pear before such grand-jurors at sucli nieetingi being 
summoned thereto by warrant from an assistant or justice 
of the peace, (who are hereby directed to grant siich War- 
rant, on tlie request of such- grand-jurors) or shall refuse 
lo be examined upon oath, if thereto required, such w it- 
nesses may by such assistant or justice, on conviction of 
such refusal, be committed to the common gaol ; there 
to remain at bis own cost, until he will give evidence, as 
aforesaid. 

Providedy That such evidence shall at no lime be con- 
strued to the prejudice of such witness. 

§ 10. Jnd be it further enacted^ That the superior court 
and county courts in this state, shall have power to order a 
grand -jury of eighteen of those chosen by the respective 
towns in the county, or other sufficient freeholders of the 
county where such court is silting-, to be summoned, im- 
pannelled and sworn to enquire after ?nd present such 
criminal oflences as shall be cognizable by said courts re- 
spectively, where there shall be occasion. 

§ fl ; And no person shall be held to trial, or put to 
plead to any complaint, indictment or accusation for a 
capital offence, punishable with death, unless a bill of in- 
dictment be found against such person for such crime, by a 
grand-jury legally impannellcd and sworn; and that no 
bill of indictment shall be presented by any grand-jury so 
impannelled, unless twelve at least of the jurors agree 'to 
it. Statutes B. i,p. SH. 
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Grand-jurors are to take care that the laws relating to 
the edjication of children are duly observed, and to make 
presentment of all breaches thereof which come to their 
knowledge. Seat. B. /./^. 123* 

They are to make information and presentment of all 
breaches of the statute to prevent the importation of qoJV 
Victs. Stat. D, i.fi. 193. 

Also of tb^Atalute to prevent counterfeiting. 

The gratid jurors present at the county coartSf in xon* 
currence with the said courts, are empowered to grant and 

levy necessary couniy taxes. S(at. B. 208. 

They are also to give notice to the next assistant or jus- 
tice of the peace, of the dcteclion of soldiers or mariners 
in the service of the state^ who shall be found therein} as 
the same shall come to their knowledge. See Desert- 
ers, under Constables. 

They are hkewise to seize and inform against racing*- * 
horseS) the same as constables ; for whose duty in that pai*- 
ticular, see tiie title Horse-Hach^Gi under the head of 
Constables. 

They are also to miike presentment of all breaches of 
the law fer preventing and suppressing unauthorized lot- 
teries. Stattaea B. /, ft. 477. 

Their duties iii regard lo the Sabbath are also the same 
as, or similar to, those of constables and tythinj>;men ; for 
which see the title Sabbath, under the head of Consta- 
bles. See also Tythingmen. 

In regard to the cqincealing the marks of sheep, &c» kil^ 
led or dressed by any person, the duty of grand-jurors is 
the same with constables. See title Sheepj under Con-* 
stables. 

They are to present all importations of slaves, the same 
as constables. See SlaveSi under Constables. 

They have similar powers, and are subject to similar 
duties with constables, respecting Taverns, for which see 
title Taverns, under Constables. See also the sameti' 
Lie under the head of Selectmen, 

It is also their duty upon any return made by the town 
clerk of the names of persons neglecting to bring in to the 
register an account of birthS| deaths and marriages^ for 
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record, to make presentment to the next assistant or jus- 
tice of the peace io the county* See Tawv CucaKs. 

Grand-jurors in their respectiye j>reciQct8» are to make 
enquiry after all persona ttut an^ of evil name and £Eiine 
for oppressing their poor debtors or borrowers, or of tak*- 
ing excesbive interest for forbearance ; and shall present 
such person or persons to the next assistant or justice of 
the peacei as being guilty of such crimes. 

Statutes JBi /. ft. 678. 

F0r the powerdand duties of grand-jurors in the sup- 
pression of vice» see the title Vice under the head of 
Constables. 

Under the denomination of Informing' officers^ they are 
also required by statute to enforce by presentment) i^^* 
the several laws relating to the following titlesy viz : 

Bank Notes, -. - SnUute^JB.i^fiage 98^ 

Obscene Books, &c. - - - • do. - - • 100 

County Snrv^yoJrS|«- - • . . • do, - - 

Electionj do. 347 



Fisheriesf - « dbw-^i* 535 

Gaming, do. - - - 360 

Militia, - - - * - - ^ - do, - - - 516 
MouutebaQkSi - do. -•-525 

Pedlars, •••---.-do. - 
Perjury, - -.p---.- dOir« - - S49 

Sheriffs, - - - do. - - - 604 

Sickness, - do. --%615 

Theatrical Exhibitions, - . - do. - - - 647 



Weights and Measures. - - - do. - • - fiidl 
For grand-juror's oathj see the title Oaths in part r. 

Comf^nt asaimt negligent flerstms in 4hc imtrucHm ^/ 

their CAiidrtn, 

To jf. B. Justice of rtc Peace, &c. 

Comes C. D. one of the grand-jurors of the town of £. 
• in said county, and on his oath of office com plains and in- 
forms the said justicet that -F- G. of said E. has children 
under his care and govemnllnt^ whom he is bound to teach 
and instruct, or to cause to be taught and instrucledi. lo 
read t^e English tongue, to know the laws, &c. Sec. but 
the said G. unmindful of ins duty herein^ wholly ucg<, 
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lects to perform the same, ^vhich is against the peaces and 
contrary to the form and effect of a statute of this statCt 
entitled ^ An act for the educating and governing of chil- 
dren your complainant therefore prays that the said 
^G, may be made to answer to this complaint, and be dealt 
with as by the said statute is provided. Dated at &c* 

Grand*Jkror'e ComfilairU/or imjiouing a Convict. 

To the Honorable Court, &c. 

Comes, Sec. and on his oath of ofRce complains and in* 
forms tbe said Court, that A. B. of C in said-county, did 
on the day of at C. aforesaidf import and bring 
into thfs state one D. JS. who is a person convicted of a 
lieinoQS crime in a foreign country ; and sentenced therp- 
for to be transported abroad [or, did on, &c. aid and assist 
in importing, aa the case niay be^ knowing the said D. 
Mw was convicted and sentenced aa aforesaid ; against the 
peace and contrary to the form and effect of a statute of 
this slate, entitled, An act to prevent the Importation of 
convicts," whereby the said D, E, became liable to forfeit 
and pay to the treasurer of this state the sum of three hun- 
dred and thirty 'four doLiars ; wherefore your complainant 
humbly prays that the said />• £. may be made to answer 
this complaint, md to do and suffer to to law and justice 
appertain* Dated, 8cc. 

ContfUaiM/or unauthorized emiasion of SiUa of Credit, 

To the Honorable Court, Sec. 
Comes, &c. that J* B.^ C. jD., and E, F.^ all of G. in said 
l^uotyt being associated by the name and description of 
without special authonity from the legislature, of 
this state^ first had and obtained for that purpose, did at 
G. aforesaid, on the ' day of presume to strikCf 
emit, and put out one certain bill of credit, purporting to 
be of the value of * dollars, on a pretended fund, [or on 
the credit] of the said A. B. &c. by the %%xdt and descrip^ 
tioft afiivesaidir to be used a^d tm^r^ved as a general cur- 
Toney) or iMdinm of trade, as, and in lieu of money ; a« 
gainst the peace, and contrary to the form and effect of a 
ccrtaiii statute of this state, entitled " An aet to prevent 
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pasting counterfeit bills of credit* coins or currencies^ and 
emitting and passing bills on private credit ; and to pre- 
• vent injustice by passing couuttrfeit bills or coins."-*— 
Wherefore your complainant humbly prays that due pro- 
cess of law may issue against the said A. &g. and eve- 
ry of them ; and that they and every of them tnay be m^ule 
to answer^ Sec. Dated, 6cc. 

ComtUamtforutterifig suea unauthorized BUUm 

To, Sec. comes, &c. that B. of C. in said county, did 
at C. aforesaid, &;c. utter, vend or pass a ctrtaia bill or 
iiote, purporting to be of the value of dollars, which 
bill or note had been struck, emitted and put out on a 
fund, [or the credit] of D. E.jF. G., and iFT. associated 
by the name and descripiion of without special au- 
thority from the legislature of this state therefor, to be us- 
ed and improved as a general currency or medium ot 
trade, as, and in lieu of money against the peace, and 
contrary to the form, fcc* 

Comidaint/or actUng ufi a LoUery^^c^ 

« 

To, 8cc. comes, 8cc. that A. B, of, &c. did at C. afore- 
said, on, ^« without special liberty from the general 
court, presume to set up a lottery, for tiie sale of goods^ 
[or, to sell, put off, or vend a certain patcel,or quantity of 
goods, Sec. by way of lottery, or by wagers, or shooting, 
offer to sell, vend, put off, or dispose of three black tur- 
kies, then and there collected, and exposed to be won by 
shooting, or, set up a certain notification, &c. an the case 
may bel against the peace, and contrary to the form and ef- 
fect.of a certain statute law of this state, entitled An act 
for preventing and suppressing lotteries;" wherefore your 
compluinant praysi &c. 

For selling f tTc. Lottery Tickets from other States, 

To, &c. comes, Sec. that A, B. of, &c. at C. aforesaid 
within this state, on, &c. did sell and dispose of a certain 
lottery ticket, issued- from or under the authority of/ the 
«tate of > by. the name and dfeacriplion of the lot- 
tery, to i>. of ^ald C. for the sum of doUacs « [or 
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buy and purchase a certain lottery ticket> issued from and 
tmder the authority of the state of , by the ivime and 
description of the lottery, from D, E, of said C. for 
the sum of dollars] against the peace, and contrary to 
the ferin«nd effect of a certain statute of this state, enti^ 
tied " An act for preventing and suppressing lotteries," 
wherefore, £>cc. 

Mothers on a late Statute. See Statutes B. XI. ft. 102. 

That A. B. kc. lit C. aforesaid, within this state, on, 8cc- 

did open an office [ j/io/i or i/or^] for the purpose of selling, 
procunni^, and dealing in certain lottery tickets, other 
than such as are issued and permiutd to be sold by au- 
thority of the general assembly of this state, to wit : cer- 
tain tickets in a lottery by the name and description of the 
lottery, which- said lottery is not authorized by the 
general assembly of this state to issue tickets, nor are the 
said tickets by said authority permitted to be sold in this 
state ; and the said office \_ahofi or store"] being so opened 
as aforesaid, did there, within this state, afterwards for a 
long time, to wit : from the day aforesaid to the 
day of last past, from day to day, for the purposes 
aLbicsaid, keep open, &c. 

Or, did act as a broker, faetor, or agent, in buying, sell- 
ing, and procuring to be bought and sold, and in effecting 
contracts in regard to the buying, seiiing and procuring 
to be bought and sold, certain lottery tickets, other than 
such as are issued, 8cc. and certain partSf portion%aiid in- 
terests in said tickets ; to wit, cettain tickets an a lottery, 

&c- as above. 

Or, did set up, exhibit and publish [or cause to be set 
up, exhibited and published,] a certain written l.or /irinted] ' 
offer, and proposal to buy, [or aeilf or fir^cure^ or effect any 
contract m regard to buying^ 9eUing\ or fir&euring to be 
boughty or ^old] certain lottery tickets other than such as 
are issued, &c. [or certain /mrtsy Jiortions^ or interests in 
certain lottery ticketsy ^c] to wit, certain tickets in a lot- 
MStfj &C. [as above^l against the peace, and contrary to the 
-form aad cffeot uf a ttriain istatute law, of this state enti- 
lilted <^ An act to pmmt die sftle of lottery tickets within 
this state/* . 
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Jfyrjirvig gunsi i^c. on Training day9. 

That A, B. of C. in said county^ and belonging to a mi- 
litia company in said town, at C, aforesaid, on, &c. being 
a day of regimental, {dutlaliorij or comfiany^ as the case isj 
military exerci&e [or review^ duly appointed for tliatpur* 
posei did fire a certain field-piecet [ori dtBcharge hU mu9^» 
ieifWr fiistol ; or, $uffer one i). if. io dUehargCy ^c] with- 
out having any order from a commissioned officer therefor, 
against the peace, and contrary to the form and effect of 
a certain statute of this state, entitled " An act to prevent 
the firlQg of field-pieces| muskets and pistols on certain 
days/' 

ComfllainC for imfiorUng^ ifc. an Indian ^ negro, or mulaCi<M 

Slave. 

To, tec. comes, fcc^ that A. tsfC, in said countft at 

C. aforesaid, on, Stc. did inport one D, an Indian {negro^ 
or mulatto] slave into this state, by sea, from some place 
to the complainant unknown, to be, disposed of, left, and 
sold within this state for received and purchased onp Z>. 
an Indian Inegro^ or mulaito} slave from £. F. of said C 
for the price or sum of doUarSf well knowing the 
said Z). to have been unlawfully imported and brought in- 
to this state, by sea, from some place to the complainartt 
unknown ; against the peace, and contrary to the form 
and eflect of a certain statate law of this statci entitled 
^< An act concerning IndianSf mulattoes ; and negro ser^ 
vantSi and slaves.^ Wherefore^ &c. 

ContfUaini against Tavern-keeper for e^ffering phildren Ve, 

to tifiple.^ 

To, &c. comeS) Sec. that A. B, of C. in said county, ctid 
al C. afioresaid on» &c« being a person duly Ikeimd accori- 
dingto law, to keep a house of puUie entertainment! or 
tavern, in said town, suffer one U. -S. the son of F» & 
of said town, and a minor under the age of twenty-one 
years [or, one Dm iS. an apprentice, or servant to F,.E. of 
said town, or, a negro'} to sit drinking spiritous liquors, or 
strong drink) in his houae, without special order^ or aUow- 
aace of the said F. [or suffer divers personsi Tia* 6. S , 
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I K. and L. ilf.4ogetb«r with sa8dr)r others to jrour com- 
plainant unknown, being heads of families [or single per- 
sons) being boarders, or sojourners^ or young fieraonsyor iri' 
/labitanU ^^^^^ (owtif under l/ie government of/iarenis guar" 
diam or maifera] to convene and meet together in company 
in his housei being a house of public entertainm^t^ or 
tavern, duly licenced^ as aforesaid, in trhe evening of said 
day, being the evening next before [or, next following'] 
the Lord's day [or, public day of fasting] against the 
peace} in evil example to others in like cases to offend, 
and contrary %o the form and effeet of the statute (^tjj^ gd_ 
An act for licencing and regulating houses pfl^ltntef^ 
tainnienty or taverns ; and for suppressing unlicenced 
houses.** WhereforerScc, ^ 

For being at a Tavern^ an unseasonable^ time or Aour» 

To, 8cc. comes, &c. that ^. B. an inhabitant of} or be- 
longing to said town, was at said C, on, £cp. and in ihp 
evening or night of» or next after said day^ being the e- 
vening or night next tjefore [or, next after} • the-Lprd^s 
dayi found in the licluse pf of said ibwiiyV being a 
house of public entertainment} or tavern, duly' licenced 
according to law ; — [or, on, 8cc. and in the evening, or 
night, of, or next following the said day, at a late and un- 
seasonable hour, viz. after nine o*clock in the said night] 
there being no proper or sufficient reason, or extraordina« 
ry occasion for his being there at such time ; against the 
peacei in evil i^xatnple^ Kc. and contrary tO) ice. 

jfgainat a Tavern-kee/ierjbr suffering (ijijiling in /lia /wusc, 

T0}4cc. comes, Sec. that of, 8cc. being a tavern- 
keeper, duly licenced to keep a bouse of public entertain- 
ment, or tavern, in said town, according to law, did, at 
C. aforesaid on, &cc. suffer one i?. an inhabitant of the 
said towA of C. [or, who came ihe^ from the town of jF. 
aa thtcaae may ^ap to sit drinking and tippling to his house* 
the same beinglieenced aa aforesaid, [or, in a certain de- 
pendency of his said house, being licenced as aibresaid] 
and to continue there so drinking and tippling above tlic 
space of one hour, at one and the same time ; the said D. 
iS.not being a traveUeri iipr lipoii busmessi uor having a^y 
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extrsor^nary occasions there. [Or, did at d albresaidf 

on, Sec. suffer or permit one D, E, of said C, to drink 
rum, and other strong drink in his said house, being licen- 
ced as aforesaid [or, about his said house or, in a certain 
dependency! &c ] although the said Z). E. had long. be- 
fore that time) viz. on, &c. been publicly posted as a tav- 
ern-haunter, notice whereof had been duly given, and all • 
persons forbidden to sell any spiritous liquors to the said 
D. E. or to sufter the said D. E. to have, or drink, any 
strong; liquor, in or about their houses J ail which was 

well known to the said wi. BA 
* » 

Or, [^Tke offender being a tavern-keefier or not^ that yf. 
of CL in said county, at, See. on, kc. did sell to [or, pro- 
cure for] one i>* E* of said C. [or, did aid and assist in 
selling, or procuring, &c.] certain spiritous liquorst yi^ 
one gill of rum, although the sdid A. B, had been inform* 
ed, and well knew that the said D. E, had long before the 
said day, viz. on, Sec. been publicly posted in said town, as 
an intemperate person, and that all persons were forbid- 
den, by ccni&cate -under the hands of the civil authority 
and selectmen in said town, to sell to, or procure for, said 
jD. any spiritous liquors ; nor had the said A. B. any 
permission in writing from the said civil authority and se* 
lectmen, or either of them, to sell [or, procure for] the 
said D. E, the said gill of rum, as aforesaid i against the 
peace, in evil e^^ample, &c. Sec* 

Comfilaint for selling sfuritoui liquors mihoui licence* 

Tof Sec. comes, kc. that yl. B. of, £cc. at C. aforesaid, 
on, &c. without being duly licenced to keep a house of 
public entertainment, according to the provisions of the 
act entitled ^ An act for licencing and regulating houses 

oi piiblic entertainment, and for suppressing unlicenced 
houses,'* and unmindful of the said law, and his duty in that 
respect, did presume tobeacommon viclU3ller,ortaverner, 
and did then and there, without licence as aforesaid, sell 
to^be drank within his house at said C. [or, shop or, a cer- 
tain dependency of his said house, or shop] strong liquor, 
viz. one bottle of wine, [cw the case may be'] and the said 
bottle of wine, so unlawfully sold as aforesaid, did suffer 
then and there to be drank by on^ JO. E. of said C« togetb- 
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er vrith other peffOQli lathe complainaiit unknown : [if (he 
offender have been convicted of the 4ike offence brfore^ insert^ 
the said A. having been once \pr twice fUtc.^ before 
convicted of a like oRence] against the peace) and in evil 

example to others to oficnd, and contrary to the form and 
effect of the statute aforesaid. Whcrcfoi e> &c. 

JVb/tf. It 18 made capecially the duiy of grand-Ji^ry^men to 
make tUUgerU eearch and enguiry after all fieraona who are , 
reputed to aeil strong liquor hy retail in emftli quantitieef with* 
out licence^ and make presentment all euch peretme to the 
next assistant or justice of the peace ; and the oath of one 
credible witness is declared sufficient to convict any person 
of retailing strong liquor as ajoresaidj contrary to law, 

Statutes /. /2. 644| 6* 

Presentmeni of a Tavern-keeper to the County Court y by the 

constables and grand-jurors. ' 

To the Hon. County Courts &c. 

The subscribersi constables and grand j'lrors In the town 
ofwf. In said county » on their oaths of office inform the 
said hcmorable courts and presentment make, that B, C. of 

said ^, is a tavem-keeperj duly licenced to keep a house 
of [ ubiic entertainment in said town, accordinj^ to the 
provisions of the statute entitled " An art for licencing: 
and regulating houses of public enici tainmenty and for 
suppressing unlicenced houses'* ; that the said B. C. was 
by the subscribers) on the day of last past) be* 
ing then and there licenced as aforesaid) duly warned to ' 
observe the requirements of the snid act, and all other 
laws respecting the regulation of licenced houses ; and 
that he do not entt rt.un any of the inhabitants of said 
town, contrary to law ; And ti^e subscribers do further 
present, that yjin^wanung aforesaid notwithstanding, the 
said C does not observe the laws aforesaid) nor keep 
due order in his said house : We the said constables and 
grand*jurorS) do therefore, in pursuance c l the statute 
aforesaid, pray your honors, thiU the said B. C. may be 
forthwith caused to appear before youj to answer to thu 
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pmentmeni^axidr he '^dc^lt ^ltli as b^ tbt iaMttatiite is 

D*iied at this 4lay of - 18 . , 4 ji ^^ 

5' 5 { ct>nstablcs^ "^ 

KT >• Grand jurors. 

PresenUnent (J^Jiersom trrgleciing ip enter JBinhs^fsfc. for' 

Record* A 

To v^. .fi. Esq. one^of the Justices of the peace^ &c. 

Cotne C D. and JB. jF. grand-jurymen of the tpwn of 

Jl. in said county, and on their ofTice oath complaint and 
pre^entojent make, that i^G. of said town was married on 
the day of last past? and that although more 

than one month has elapsed since such marriage) the ^i{t^ 
neglects to bring into the register' of the said town' 
an account tberebf fot- record, ariH hiith continued to i)eg- 
lect so to do ibr - months, next before the date here- 
of. 

[Or^ ttiat i\ CjL of 8fu4.tQ|iiii b^g^^ijareiit said lifiad^ 

a family, did| .on tli^ day of last past, havie a 
child born in his said family, and although more than one 
monlh has elapsed since such birth| (be«aid G. 
lects to briQg in tb^ Qf^ns^ • < • ^ . i 

[Or, that, &c. is a parent, master, executor, or adimW^ 
istrator, [^as the case may be'] and is thereby obliged by law 
to bring in to the register of said town, the names of such 
persons belonging to himy* as citfier shali be iiorn or die | 
and although more than one fnonth has elapsed feiince tM 
death of T. whtcb took place on the day of * ' • 
last p'^tst, and to whom the said i^. G. was parent, mastef^ 
executor or administrator, [^as the case may bc^ the said /^^ 
G. neglects to bring in the name of the said person so 
dead ; whereby the said G. has forfeited to the tr^su- 
rer of said town «xig*9eveH cente^ each atid eirery month 
he has so neglected as aforesaid, as is provided by a certafa 
statute entitled " An act concerning Town Clerks' office 
and duty.'* V>^e the said grand-jurymen Uiercfore pray, 
&Q. Caud, &c. - - . . 
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OmpkKmtf^f firqfant Swearing #r Cwning^ * ' ^ - 
I * » 

Tof tic «omes, fcc. that A. JB. off kc* at C: albrtsu^ 

t^ii) ^* did with force and arms, rasblj, wickedlyi and 

piManely aweaf by the holy name of God| by iittering^ and 

yronouDcing ^he following wicked wd firofane oath [or 

wru} |c|B» Iredtiag <Ar Mr4» ^M^} «11 wUck U 

«ga«sl 4be peace) if) evil fsxemjile to otliere, and ugaiosl ^ 

the form and effect of a certain statute cnutled An aQt 

^rgainst profane curaing and aweariog/' 

fiatedy lie '\ 

T«) 1^. eomesi Scf* that «ft Bt C. afimsai^i OBf 
^ 1^. jdidi with forpe and aniia» Im^apnidt jmkia and ciMa* 
nit so and upon the body of M. of said tbcii and there 

in the peace being, and him the said D, with like forc^ 
and arms, with fists, clubsy staves, and other instruments 
or weaponsi him tb« §9Ad A •£*-4i4 beati woun^ and iXlr 
hitreati and other wronga and enormitiea then and theie 
did| Uc4 3 

{Or, contumeliously abuse and villify jD. E. Esq. he the 
said D. M, then and there being an assistant of the state 
of Connecticut, and in the peace thereof— or a justice of 
the peace within and for the said county, and in the pease 
beingt in this, to wit : that the tsid Ji. ioA then anfl 
there catt the said 3. £. Esq. an ignorant i^^Wj a fcoi^ 
fcc. &c ] • 

[Or, resist and oppose—or abuse and vilKfy^ I>. E. of 
said C. he the said D,' E. tiien and there t>eing sheriff of 
this said county— a deputy sheriff within aaidcditnl^^ 
4pfy conataUe of the town of "C^. aiiDireeaid) as Me €mt$ketfrb^ 
in the exepution .of bis said oiRce, and in the peace beingf 
ke*] all which is against the peace, in evil example to oth- 
ers in like case to ofiend, and contrary to the forijfi and ^f" 
feet of the statute entitled An aa against brads^ the 
peace. Dated, &c. 

lOr^ did| wiUi fbrce afid arhiS) w assanlc secretly make 
ind commit in and upon the body of D.E, of said C. he the 
said Z), E. then arid there in the peace being ; and him the 
said D, ii. with /ike force andarms^ secretly^ with club^i 
swordsi and other deadly inatrumentai or weaponsf did 

a - 
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beat, wound, bruise, and greatly hurt, as by the wounds 
and bruises upon the body of the said D. ^.'16 tofcMSm 
to the said [assistant,' dr] jusUce, and the tacmiMbdmi up- 
on oath of the said -D. iHH more fully appear ; and oth- 
er wrongs, &c. all which is against the peace, and contri« 
ry to the form and effect of the statute cniiiled, An ai* 
against breaking the peace"; and more particulavly a 
lion of the said statute " for the deiettion tad pCmM&k^^ 
secret aasatdta«'? - - ^ -v^m «S 

J^or Drunkenness* • , 

At| fcc. on, &c,.was found drunken, so that by reason 
thereof, in consequence of an excessive and intempemtet 
use of strong spiritous liquors, he then and there jtecm^ 
bereaved, and disabled in the use of bis reason anci'unde^ 
standing, appearing in his spee^l^ gesture and bch^w^&ifr^^ 
Which is against the peace, in ev3 example to oth^iai:iuDlH^ 
contrary to the form and effect of the statute cntklcd "'mL 
act for the punishment of drunkenneas/'.Jtq^ , ' • . 

At, &c. on. See. did feloniously take, steal, and ^rrfW^ 
Way from the dwelling-house of D, E. in said C. [describe 
She articles stolen} of the Talu^ of, fcc* the property of^lhe 
said B*£. and in his peaceable possession then and thef^" 
being, without the knowledge and consent of the said DV 
-R. and with intent to steal the same ; which is against th6 
peace, and contrary to the form and effect of a" cetta^ 
statute law of this statot entitled « An act for the outiiyKU 
jnent of Theft." • ^ '^S^ 

For informations against breacbea of Sabbath, see Tir- 

THE POWER AND DUTY OF TYTHINGME».^^«> 

The doties of this office relate exclusively to the pre^ 
vention and suppression of offences against the laws for 
the due observance of the Sabbath, and seasons (>f pnUi^ 

worship, and the more effectual eaforccment and exwii 
tion of those taws. " " • ^ "'"^ 
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By the 1 3th section of the statute " for the due 6bserS« 
ation of the Sabbath or Lord's day," it is enacted. -^^^ 

« That each town in this state, at their annual meeting 
ia £4ftv^fcn«r] December, shall choose two or more Ty* 
thingihen, ia eiK:b sodety for divine worship in sueb tQWOt 
who ^hsill be sworn to a ftttl^&l discharge of the oSi^^ 
, See Oaths, part first. ' ^ ry** f r. r ... \ M.y 

By the statute **for the more effectual putting in execu- 
tion the laws against vice, imtaorality and profaneness^ 
. and for promoting cbriatiu) knowledge," it is made the 
duty of Tythingmen, with the justices of the peace, grand 
jorbts,' and constables in the respective towns in this state, 
to meet on the first Monday of January and third Monday 
of Jtineannually,althe place where their annual town meet- 
ittks^re heldj or some other place by them appointed^ there 

ton^idery and aae their joint interest for the above ^ 
fl&pSiieifz^^ for the due execation of all the laws of this 
stitc, td^wHich their respective offices have relatiof). And' 
it is particularly required of the constables, grand-jurymen.j 
and tythingmen in the respective towns, to make diligent 
search after, and presentment of all the breaches of the 
b^M^Jpyicli relate to theii^ offices respectively. . v : X 

By the aforesaid statute for the observation of the Sab- 
hath it is provided, that all and every person and persons 
in this state shall, on the Lord's day, carefully apply them- 
selves to. the duties of religion and piety, publicly and pri- 
^Vfitel^. ; and* whatsoever person sbaU not duly attend th^ 
pubUc worship of God on the Lord'^ day, in some eongre- 
gation allowed by law, provided there be any on which he 
can conscientiously and conveniently attend, unless hin- 
dered by sickness, or otherwise necessarily prevented^ 
shall for every such offence, pay a fine oijifty cents ; and 
being presented to authority^ shall be deemed guilty there-" 
of) tf-sifteb person shall not be able to prove to the satis- 
faction of such authority I that he or she has attended the 
said worship. 

That no person shall keep open his or her shopi ware« 
house, or work-house ; nor shall upon land or water do any 
niaKV of secular business, work or labot (works of heces- 
sitjror inircy excepted) nei« be present at" any concert of 
xmisic^ dancing, or any public dlversioDi shewi or euter- 
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tainment ; nor use any sport, game, play, or recreation on 
the Lord's day, or any part thereof, upon penalty that eve-« 
sy person so ofiending shall pay a fine not exceeding three 
dollars and thirty-four cents^ nor less than one dollar an^ 
sixty'Scven cenis. 

That no trayeller, drover, waggoner, teamster, or aai)i 
of their servants, shall travel on the Lord's day, (except 
from necessity or pharity) on penalty of forfeiting a sum 
not exceeding t/iree dollars and thirty four ccnts^ nor tesfi; 
ihzn one dollar and sixty -seven cents. .:j..oo .> li : 

That no persons shall convene and meet together in 
company or companies in the streets, or elsewhere, nor 
go from his or her place of abode on the Lord's day, un- 
less to attend upon the public worshrp of God, or some 
work of necessity or mercy, on penalty o{ eighty-four cents^ 
That no innholdcr, or other person keeping a hou3e of 
public entertainment, shall entertain, or suflFer any of the 
inhabitants of the respective towns where they dwell, or 
others, not being strangers or lodgers in such Jhouses, to 
abide or remain in their houses, or any of the dependea« 
cies thereof, drinking, or idly spending their time on Sat- 
urday night after sun-set, or on the Lord's day, or 
on the evening followiig, upon the penalty of eighty four 
cents ; and also every person that shall be found there, so 
spending his time, or drinking, shall forfeit the sum of 
eighty four cents, .v -.r 

^ Provided^ That all presentments or informations against 
any persons for any of the aforementioned offences, be 
made within one month after the commission thereof. 
> No warning or notification of any meeting or business 
of a secular nature shall be set up, or fixed on the door or * 
other part of any meeting-house for public worship, so as« 
to remain there on the Lord's day, or any fast or thanks- 
giving day, on penalty of eighty four cents, to be paid bjr 
the person who shall have set up the same, or ordered it 
to be set up. And it is the duty of the grand-jurors, con- 
stables, and tythingmen in such town, to pull dowa and 
destroy the same. ' 
. No vessel shall unnecessarily depart out of any harbor, 
or port, creek or river, within this state, on the Lord's day ;f 
or sail, or pass by any town or society on Connecticut riT- 
^} where the public, worship of God is maintained ; nor 

« 
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wfeigh anchor within two iniles of such place, unless to get ' 
nearer thereto, on the Lord's day, any time between the*, 
morning-light and the setting sun, on penalty that th^ 
master of every such vessel shall, for every such offence, 
{ovitxi Jive dollars, 

\ If any person on the Lord's day, or any other time, shall 
wilfully interrupt, or disturb any assembly of people met 
for the public worship of God, within the place of their as- 
sembling, or out of it ; each person so offending, shall 
pay a fine not exceeding thirty-four dollars^ nor less than 
three dollars thirty-four cents, • ; 

> And any person who shall behave rudely, or indecent*^* 
Ij^f within the house where any congregation are met for 
jiuMic worship, shall pay a fine not exceeding seven doU 
iars] nor less than eighty four cents. 
?f If any civil process shall be issued, or served on the 
Lord's day, it shall be void, and of no effect : and the of- 
ficer who ahall serve the same on said day, shall pay a 
fine of one dollar and sixty-seven cents^ and all damage 
that shall accrue to any person thereby. * v - 

V The grand-jurymen, constables, and tythingmen of 
each town shall carefully inspect the behaviour of all 
persons on the Sabbath or Lord's day ; and especially be- 
tween the meetings for divine worship on said day, wheth- 
^ in the place of such public worship, or elsewhere ^ 
and due presentment make of any profanation of the wor- 
ship of God on the Lord's day, or any day of public fast 
or thanksgiving ; and of every breach of Sabbath which 
they or any of them shall see or discover any person to be 
guilty of, to the next assistant or justice of the peace, who 
k impowered to proceed therein as the nature of the of- 
fence requires. 

Every grand-juryman, tythingman^ or constable shall 
be allowed thirty four cents fier diem for each day he 
spends in prosecuting such offenders, to be paid by the 
person offending, or the parent, guardian, or master of 
isuch person when under age. And all fines imposed for 
the breach of the said act on minors, shall be paid by their 
parents, guardians, or masters, if any be ; otherwise such 
minor to be disposed of in service to answer the same. 
And upon refusal or neglect of paying such fines anfl 
costS; the offender may be committed 3 unless he t>c a 

S3 
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laiBori io Whidi cIm llNi MMttioorte Ui n ftii ||iHi^i| 
stall ta iMed agranH lri» piraift^ guaniaiiiifr 4puiilHvt 
«icr the eiqpintkHi €f aAenunith aeJct after theccmviG^- 
tidb of such mtfior^ and not soMen > ^ • - ^rf/j 

Provided f No person prosecuted on the said act sh«Iti 
be charged mth more fchaa for obe peMoo pfemihqp} 
him for imhoffiMioet * ' ; <^ . 4;.^ %di ^mhap 

Whatanevsr penMi staH be tMnrioM of taay yiiftww 
lyfti^of the lidMretAiirr w of any^dimirbewe co«m 
gregation allowed for the worship of God, during the>r 
t'me of their assembling fort or attending oa suah^-wor^ 
ehipf and shall, being fined for luch offencef iieg|eet<o#( 
tdme^^tepaf the lailite^or io preae^nt ettate iMh4;fai[topifirM 
pl i iin l ifc omttf Wihtanli or jusdtee Before^ -Wliwii^mint 
-yiction is had, may sentence such offender t6 be whiffpcftp^ 
not exceeding twenty stripes; rtspect being hadlo«;tho 
l^ture and aggravation of the offence. ""^ n-rr^i! 

person eomicted of wjr of ihe'^cQcet mentioftedi^ 
S^lte laid act^ ailowedittf appeal 

Bfifelf any cbtUMIi' utmr the agei^r^fiiiirlbeli jFeariy 
shall be convicted of such profanation} or disturbancci thejr 
ahaU be punished therefor by their parent's, guardian's^ 
ev meater's giving them due correction in the presence 
iloMiiiie officer^ if theanliuiritjr io apppinti ftf^ in no otfi^ 
er:3My ; and if such parent) guarding miaster 
fuse or neglect to give such due correcdop9i^ evei^ 
such parent) guardiani ^ ina&ter shall M^cur the jh;|}^ 

fifty ce;2/«# 

~ juror, and tytbjbagiuaii 





1 







wart tefbft the~ next aaiwilaiiQ pr justice ^ |he^ 
peace, all persons transgressing the said lawia aSMPeMSil^ 
Provided they be taken upon sight, or present infbfMltS>» 
of others, and to command all necessary assistanee theM^i 
Jar. And BenKma S5 Commanded who refiise ot* neglaer 
to cbeyt are ai^ected to the same paina ^ peoefttes asr 
Ibe i«ftuiii» to assttt flbetU^ 
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t^--^ Xnjbrmationfornoi attending Public fVarshift. , 

To A. B. Justice of the peace fot the county of C?.^*^^ 

. Comes/). E. one of the tythingmcn in the town of 
in said county^ and on his oath of office complains and in-j 
forms that G. //. of said F, within one month next pre- 
ceding the date hereof, regardless of his duty in thoi^ 
premises, and the laws in that case provided, and not be-s 
ing hindered by sickness, or otherwise necessaiiJy pre-^ 
vented, has not duly attended the public worship of Goc^ 
on the Lord's day, in some congregation allowed by 
although there are those on which he can conscientiously:!, 
and conveniently attend ; but for a long time hath, vi2v 
four Sabbaths, or Lord's days last past, at F. aforesaid 
neglected, and still continues to neglect so to do ; against 
the peace, in evil example to others to offend, and con- 
trary to the form and effect of the statute entitled " Art 
act for the due observation of the Sabbath, or Lord's d^y**\ 
Dated at F. the day of 18 . ^ 

A. B. Tythingman. 

^ . ^>\ F<>r Jceejting o/ieii Sho/i^l^c^^' ^ 

^'1r<>','Bcc. comes, 8cc. that (?. ff. of, 8cc. regardless 
fift dtity hereiti, and the l&ws in such case provided, and 
particularly of a certain statute of thi^ state entitled " AW 
act for the due observation of the Sabbath, or Lord's day,*^ 
did at F. aforesaid, within one month pext preceding ih& 
date hereof, to wit, on, &c. being the Sabbath,or Lord's day^ 
[keep open his shop, ware-house, or work-house^ as the 
CH9C may be!\ • 

5>-<£Ortdo afid transact certam business, work, and labourif 
of a A^cular nature^ the same not being of necessity or 
toerey^ viz. digging post holes for a fcncOi and erecting 
ihfi aame^or, as the case may be.'l . ' 

t^r, attend and Be present at a concert or music— dan** 
•ing— public diversion— show— or entertainment] > 

tOr, use and recreate himself with a certain^ sport— 
j^me— -»9r pkty^YiZi dice^ cwds, ws the case mtty be,} 
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Scc«— -the same not being of necessity or charity] against 
the peace in evil example to others in lil&e case to offcodi 
atid contrary to the form and effect pf the statute 
said* *f.«*»-.^ 



. For unhUffid nuetiitgM.iB the MtreetM^ bV* -. .^ • ^ 

^ Thitt A. jB., a D. and E. F. cif said G. togetliei' MtW 
others to the informant unknowni not regarding lh¥'it^ 
Itmnity of the Lord^s day, nor the laws in that case |>ro- 

yided, did at G. aforesaid, within one month next preced- 
ing the date herepfi viz. on, &c. being the Sabbath or 
Lord's day, convene and meet together ia th^ str^f |s-^or 
the fields— «or,a« the caBC^aij ^e^,— -the same ikoilSff^f^ 
to attend 'upon tiie public ^worship of God, or, some work 
of necessity or mercy^ but for secular and unlawful pur-. 
poses — or vain and unseasonable amusements — as the 
case may be ; against Hie peace, in evil example to others^^^ 
and contrary to the Sqvta and effect of the statute 9J[ t^ 
itaie entitled, fee. . ' 



Againut a Tavtm^keeper for entertaining iTthalriianu on th0 



, That A. B, of C. in said county being an inn-holdef, 
and> du<y licenced to keep a house of public entertaip-} 
ment in-s^d tAwn, did at C aforesaidg within One montb 
Beit before the date hereofj viz. on the day of . . 
last past, being the 3abbaih, or Lord's tfay. 

•£Qri within :oiie montbf Ite; viz. on, &c. being Satur-* 
day, and in the evening of, or night foUowing said dayi^ 
^fter sun-set— Or, being the Sabbath, or.Loitfs'day^ and 
in the evening of, or following the same] entertain and 
suffer D, £^ F, G. and N» L inhabitants of the said town 
[«r the case m^y be^ and not beiiig strangers or lodgeaa 
io his said bousei to abide itnd remain. ia Usju^id- hSma^ 
beiag a house of public oiitertainment as 'aforesaid--^[ or, 
in a certain dependency of his said house as the case i«] 
drinking, or idly spending thein time j against: the peace 
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i''ar setting u/i a J^otification on a Meeting-house^ ^c. 

That, &c. at, 8cc. on, 8cc. did set up on the door, (op 
other pan] of the meeting-house for public worship in said 
town, a certain warning, or notification in writing, of, of 
relating to business of a secular nature^ viz^ a meet* 
ing of a certain company, Sec— or the public sale of, &c» 
[as the case may be] so as to remain there on the Lord's 
day ; or, a public fast-day, or thanksgiving day ; against 
the peace, and contrary to the form and effect of the stat» 
ute o£ this state, entitled, Sec. 

>^ ' ^ 

.^^gain9t a Master of a Vessel for sailing out of Port ^ ifc* 

^ That j1. B, of C- in said county, being the master an^ 
dommander of a certain vessel called the at, &c. on, 
St^. the said vessel then and there lying and being in th6 
harbour, or port of said C, or, in the creek, or river, called 
and known by the nanie of and then and there solyin^ 
8ind being in the said harbour or port, creek or river, he 
the said ji. B. being master as aforesaid, with said ve&« 
sel did then and there, viz. on the day aforesaid, being t\\6 
Sabbath, or Lord's day, and between the morning-light 
and the setting-sun on said day, unnecessarily depart out 
of said harbour or port, creek or rivery to some place to 
the complainant unknown, Sec. 

[Otj being the master, 8cc. the said vessel then and 
there, to wit, on the day aforesaid, being the Sabbath or 
Lord's day, and between the morning-light and the set- 
ting-sun on said day, in and upon the Waters of the Con-^ 
tiecticut river, so called, within this state, being at anchor, 
within two miles of the town of D. in the county of 
the said D, being situated on, or by the side of said Con« 
necticut river, within this ^tate, [or, the society of, 8cc.} 
and where the public worship of God is regularly main« 
tained, he the said ^. B. being master and commander, 
as aforesaid, did then and there unnecessarily weigh the 
anchor of the said vessel, to remove the same from his an** 
choring ground ; and the said ^nchor being so weighed^ 
did, then and there, with the said vessel, unnecessarily re- 
, move and aaii to some place, not nearer to the said B. but 
in a direction different and remote therefroxn> and to tha 
informant unknown^ 8cc»l • . 
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21* Tythingmen. ^PART It. 

[Or, being under sail, he the said As B, being master,i 
Sec. did then and there, with the said vessel, unnecessarily, 
sail or pass by the town of D. in the county o{E, the said 
Z). being situated on, or by the side of the Connecticut riv- 
er, so called, within this state, and where the public wor*^ 
ship of God is regularly maintained] to the disturbance 
and interruption of the solemn duties of the said day a- 
gainst the peace, in evil example to others to offend, and 
contrary to the form and effect, 8cc. <i . 

For disturbing Public Worship,, ' 

. That A, B. of C. in said county, at C. aforesaid, on, &c. 
[being tjie Sabbath, or Lord's day, or, a . day of public 
fasting) or, thanksgiving or other religious occasion^ as thc^ 
fase may bel did wilfully interrupt and disturb an assem- 
bly of people, then and there met for the public worship 
of God, to wit, at the meeting-hoiv«e in said town, he the 
^aid A. B. being then and there within [or, on the out- 
side, and near to] the said meeting-house, or, place of 
their assembling, and during the said worship, &c. • 
. [Or, being then and there present within the meetings' 
house [or, other filace^l in said town, where a coogregatioa^ 
(pf religious people were met for public worship, and dur- ' 
ing the said worship, did then and there behave himself ' 
rudely and indecently ;] to the great disturbance of ihfi^ 
said assembly, or congregation, against the peace, in evil 
example to others, and contrary to the form and effect of 
a certain statute, &c.. • 

\V 

Against an officer for serving civil /irocessy bearing date on 
• the Lord*s day^ Istc, 

That A, B, of C. iny^aid county, being sheriff of the said 
county, [or, a deputy sheriff within the said county, or, a 
constarble of the said town of C. as the case :«,] and author- 
ized and empowered to serve civil process within the said, 
county, [or, town,] duly issued according to law, did at C, 
aforesaid, on, 8cc. being the Sabbath, or Lord's day ) serve 
and execute a certain writ of summons, in a civil action, in 
favour of one F. G, of said C. by then and there reading 
the same in the hearing of one D, £, of said C. the said 
writ being in the form of a good and sufficient writ of sum- 
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moiiSj in a civil aciioni and subscribed by a idvjil tnagpis* 
Irate) dtiljr authorized to subscribe and issue writs in civ# 
it actfdns, and bearing ddte on*- the day of 

last past, which said last mentioned day was the Sab* 
bith, or Lord's day, whereby the said writ became void 
and of no effect in laW| £cc* , « . . ^ . i 

? [^^) if ^^^^ ^^fl^ other than the Lord'sday^ 
instead of raying md bearing date,'' arft/,— and the said* 
writ being so as aforesaid served^by the said vf. on the 
Sabbath) or Lord's dajr^ became thereby void and of nojef- 
feci in law]«l«all which is against the peace, and contrary 
to the form and effect of a certain staiutcj &cc» 



jybte, Jf the Jirocess sued^ be an attachment^ vary tht^ 
dUcrifition accotdingly^ 




' * ' Jlgaimt a fieraon/or jiro/aning the Lord^s day. 
' » _ ' ' » * • 

T|ialt i<^* ^.'Of C in said .county) at C, afoBaamd^iMD) Sec*- 

being the Sabbath) or Lord's day [or, public fast, 8cc.] not 
having a due sense of the solemnity of the said day, did 
then and there profane the same) by loud and ot^cene 
co^varaation and behavior between the meetings for di» 
TiM>wership — wrestliogi sauffliugf leaping) and uaiogim* 
prxq)e&aQd mdeoent exerctseS) travelling upon the public 
highways) upon secular business, [or, vain amusement,] 
not being of necessity, mercy) or charity ; against the 
peace, and contrary to the form and effect of a certain 
statute, &c. 

^ JE*or.Tythiiigmeii*soatIi seeOATR^iin part first. * - ^ 

* * ■ ■ HAYVVABDS. ' » 

Iflie duly pertaining to this office is contained in wrj^ 
iuirrbwJimit8|and.wtU be found under the title SwiHX|. 
IP part first. 

Jor the Haj^^vftrd's oath, see Oaths in part first, 
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The appomlment «nd duty of this officer yfill be found 
detailed in the statute authoriEing^ bis appt^intment, imdii^ 
the tiUe Casks, In^pMt tetj^-Fw the Mth eff^Ok^ sie 
Oatmi tir Ike Mine piit» 

* » * • • * .» , 

; 5URVJEY0RS ANO ^ACl^ERS Of TOBAi^Q.. 

, The duties of this o^^f nesidt fnm Ibe lenmoi of Um 
Statute entiUed ** An act for the inspection of Provisions 
and other articles of Commerce and seem at present to 
Ripply only to ihe article of tobacco. 

By that ^atute, as new modified and altered, the cpi| 
authority and ael^i^men of the semal towns in which the 
article of tobacco is put up, or from which it h ekpHfted, 
arc authorised and directed to appoint some meet person 
or persons to be surveyors and packers of tobacco, who 
shall be sworn to a faithful discharge of their office in the 
same manner, mutatis mutancUsf as is igr law |»mi»*ibe^ 
for si|rrcyoM of highwaysi tcc« 

' Each surveyor and ^cker of tobacoo aball cattfony 

survey and search the tobacco by him to be packed, and 
^hall cull out and separate all such hands of tobacco as 
shall be in any way damaged ; and shall not pack or press 
any tobacco but such as abaU be sound, well ripenedf 8tt& 
Aciently cured, and every way good and merchantable.—^ 
Andhe is to brand on the head of each cask by him pack* 
ed as aforesaid, the initial letter of his christian name, and 
his sur-name at full length, and the name of the town 
where the same shall be inspected. 

Surveyors and packers of tobacco entitled to receifc 
for their services, the following fee t>r reward, to wit. 

For seatehing, packing and pressing every hundred 
Weight of tobacco, eight cents and three mills ; and /our 
tents and (wo mills per mile travel to perform said service* 

£vei^ such packer shall give to,4my person who shall 
employ him to do tiie said aervtce, a certificate that the 
said tobaoco has been inspected, padied and branded, can- 
foriuably to law, without any additional or reward. 
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/-^ ^ - INSd^CTORS OF FLOURffce. 

The Statute relating to the inspection of provisions, 
Mentioned in the foregoing article, further provides, that 
Inspectors of Flour, Pot and Pearl-ashes, Butter anA 
Lardf Kiln-dtkA Corn-meal, attd 'Luinber; rinril be*a]^ 
pointed by tbe civtl aoliiority and oelectaitier in Uie newr^ 
al towns, and by^the mayor, aldermen, and common coun- 
cififi -ihe several cities, in vphich those articles are piit 
m>| or from vi^b^t^ %By are e^cported; ivbo shall be %|K)ni 
^othet'ordinaj^ tqwii-officers. * • ' ^ ' 

^4^>Tte followtl^^^^ii' abatmet of the pmvikuiA vi Ihat 
OsitiMar fn Maimlo the defies tfttr Uff^fiA 8M|mlQit» 

'■: .There shall be two qualities of flour, distinguiAied 
|hy the names of superfine and fine ; and the manufao* 

turer of said flour shall on one of the heads of each cask 
^bcaJQ^ the initial letter of his christibn name, and bit aoiv 
rj]iaaxe!^t/ull len&tb ; 'and he shall also brand tberebnlbeat 
* words,' SbpBRFiNE, or Fiva, according to the quaJity fiir 
. "Which he shall have pacHed it ; which brand shall remain, 
on inspection, the flour appears to be of the quality 

marked ; but if it appears.not Xo be of the quality mariked, 
4be inspector shall erase the mark, and brand on each 

cask the real ^uaUtyoftbe.flonr* 
I '/^Alt t^amls containing floyr foi: eyportsuion, ^ahall be 

well made, and trimmed with at least ten hoops ; shall be 

tared, on one head, and shall contain one hundred and 
^l)iDety*six ponnds of flour, which sh^ be bfatyled ixkfy^'^ 

Wes 196 on one of the heads. 

^ Flour is to be inspected only in Ibe town from vhwce 
"it IS exported. , . , 

y Fees for inspecting and bran^in^ every ^c^sk 9f flouf. 
^C^o ier^ts and . eight miila. ^ . . «t 

All casks for Pot or FtarUeshes shall be of the follow^ 
4«iK «tfilMei»Sofls, Mt. twenty*-niile inches in length, and 
iifai^lBeil Inthei in'd!&m<fter«t <Efaclb Head, made of white 
Oik staves and headingi sound and tight, and tritomed 

T 
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2 1 8 Inspectors OF Flour, Ipar y 

with at least eighteen' hobpis ; and the tare of each cask 
shall be at least fourteen per cent on the weight of such 
cask and its contents. ^ 
' Pot and Pearl-ashes are lo be inspected only in the town 
from whence t ; x i>rc exported. 

And the inspector shall hrand on the head of every 
barrel or cask by him packed, the initial letter of his c/iris- 
tian name, and his surname at full length, and the name 
of the town where the same is inspected, and also the kind 
and quality of the Pot and Pearl-ashesj with the weight 
and tare marked on one head. 

; ; Fees for inspecting, branding, and heading each bar- 
rel or cask of pot or pearl-ashes, seventeen cenia. 

I 

' -'All casks for Butter, or Hog's Lard, sliall be made of 
good white-oak timber, and be full trimmed, and shall 
not contain more than sixty pounds weight ; and the 
;pire of each cask shall be marked on one of the heads 
thereof.; 

Fees for inspecting and brandin g every keg of Butter or 
'Ro^sX^vA. three cents. • . ^ 

Certificates of inspection are to be given when required, 
without any additional fee or reward. 

» 

Kiln-dried CoRK'MEAL, j ' 

All Corn-meal, manufactured and put up for exporta- 
tion to any foreign market, shall be made of corn kiln-dri" 
ed| and properly ground, bolted, and cooled, before pack- 
ed ; and all cariis used for putting up such meal, shall be 
barrels, well made of seasoned timber, and trimmed with 
at least ten hoops ; or hogsheads made of good white-oak 
stayes and heading, clear of sap and well sqasoned, suita- 
ble for holding spirits ; or of other oak limber well sea- 
' soned, with pine heads,iand suitable for holding molasses ; 
and all such hogsheads shall be well trimmed with at 
least sixteen hoops, and shall be of the capacity of at 
least one hundred and ten gallons, 
r Every manufacturer of such meal, put up for exporta- 
tion shall pack in each barrel one hundred and ninety-six^ 
and in each hogshead at least seven hundred pounds, and 
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TARt iJ.l ' .. Lumber. . 21:9 

- c 

t 

' shall on one of the heads of each cask, mark the tare of 
the cask, and the quahty, and brand the same with the 
- letters B. K. D. M. and the initial letter of his chris- 
tian name, and his sur-narne at full length. * 
. The inspector shall brand on the head of every cask 
f by him inspected, the initial letter of his christian name, 
and his stjr-name at full length, and the name of the towa 
where the same has been inspected, and the word Ins/iecC* 
ed ; and shall be entitled to receive for his fees, three cents 
for each barrel, and six cents for each hogshead by him so * 
inspected and branded. ># ^ 

' The dimensions of the several sorts of timber for ex- 
portation hereafter mentioned, shall be as follows, viss. all 
white-oak pipe staves, four feet eight inches long, and 
three inches and an half in width ; white-oak hogshead 
staves, three and an half feet long, and three and an half 
inches wide ; white-oak barrel staves, two feet and an 
half long, and three and an half inches wide ; white-oak 
hogshead heading two and an half feet long, and six inch- 
es in width, and all free from sap. All black or red-oak 
hogshead staves, shall be three and an half feet long, and 
three and an half inches wide ; all sugar hogshead staves 
shall be four feet and seven inches long, and three and 
an half inches wide ; and all staves and heading shall ^ 
not be less than five eighths of an inch thick) on the thin- 
^ nest side. 

All cedar and pine shingles shall not be less than one 
foot and six inches long, four inches wide, and five- 
eighths of an inch in thickness at the biK. And no pine 
boards shall be deemed merchantable, unless the same are 
one inch thick and square edged. 

And every inspector of lumber shall be entitled to re- 
ceive the following fees, viz. For inspecting every thou- 
sand of staves and heading, twenty-Jive cents ; for each 
thousand of boards, thirteen cents ; and for each thousand 
of shingles, four cents and tivo wills'; one half to be paid 
t>y the purchaser, and the other half by the seller. 

Stfttutes B, I. p. 394, 



v. 
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S£AL£RS OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES* 



Thk-oiBocr is to te mfMHif at tHl^iiAilir 

ioythk meetingf Ibr Hie thMK'^bf M^tKiffic^rs, and is to b§ 

sworn as otlicr ordinary town-officers. For the foriu of 
Ihe oath, see the title Oaths, in part first. > < - ^.-.-^^^jB- 

The weights and measures which are the subject ofW^ 
diiticsy wlU be feimdrndtiieniled Mder the title Wtmtfa 
AJI9 MsAeittBa, Mder ibe genelnd -tide Sbi*ecthsv^ 
whose duly it is to provide them. ' " *■ 

The sealers of weights and measures in each town shall 
have the custody and safe keeping of the weights and 
measures beloi^iiig to the Iowa mpectively t and it shall 
be their duty o6ee in every year to try the aevt^ral' weis;bts» ^ 
steei-yards, and measurest that are used and itoprorecf^^ 
by any person or persons in such town, by the town-§tan-! 
dards ; to deface or destroy all such as cannot be brought 
eq^ual with the ataadardf and to seal with the capital let- 
ter ioitial in the name of the town, all such as are foun$l 
or igaafle trw ; and such sealery shall some time m tber\ 
niWth ot^pril yearly, give notice in writing; to the inbaEi^- 
itajjt^.of the town, posted on the sign-post, and other pub-*" - 
lie jAaces in the town, to bring their steel-yards, weights ^ 
and measures, at time and place therein fixed, to be tried 
iai|||.i|^d« And if any persoja or persona, shall for thc^ ; 
pttQ)os9^ of buying ladling, oae any weighVof tqeainire 
until the same shall have been' sealed in the mitene^^~ 
aforesaid, each person so offending, sh^II for every such 
offence forfeit the sum of two dollars^ one half for the ben- 
efit of the town in which such offence shall be commitiedV ^ 
and the other half for the benefit of the sealer of weighty 
and me^reat ,who8e- duty it ahaH be to prosecute .the' ' 
same to eftect. ^ y 

Every sealer who shall neglect the duties required of 
him by law, shall forfeit the sum of five dollars for every^ 
au^ nggliG^ to the town treasury. 



^0 



/brm of notice to bring in Steel^yarda^ ^c. to Seot» 

The inhabitants of the town of An are hereby fiotifie'dl 
that the subscriber, being sealer of weights and measures ^ 
tor aealer of weighty or jQaeasares---i»A^ ^ 
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mOfidt at l&hCiiA} iMy ire] for ^ wnwllt fel^ «pilk«iHeii4 
inpon the^duUes of his said oBice, at . in said towoi 
ClUdJtbe day of J/iril instant, at o'clocki in the 

noon ; when and where the; said iiifaabitanta> hftviog 
jMwi'farda» weighta ineteitrcai.iii^bo teatedi ar^ re« 

0a(e4 8t tfaU :<lay of #^iftn7 18 . / 

V JB. C S^aleiTj ' 

t 

S£ALER& Of LEAllIBR* < 

The law prescribing the duties of this officer being re- 
pealed^ the office ia of course beconcie extinct. 

KEY.KEEPERS^ 

This officer is likewise annpally to be chosen at the aa- 
nual meeting for the choice of town-officers, by the seve- 
ral t(»wn9> without limitation as to the number lo be clio« 
aen. 

His only duty «eem» to be that of the custody of the 
Pound in the, town wherein he is chosen, and of such 
creatures as may be there impounded} with the care of 
feeding, &c. 

If no owner appear, in case of sheep and swine that 
are impounded, in eightdays after being cried tmd postedi 
and in4wenjty days after such crying and posting, &e. in 
case of horses, cattle, &c. then so njany of the said crea- 
tures shall be sold by the constable at an out-cry, as may 
be sufficient to satisfy the damage and poundage, and for 
meat and wateri with the charges of crying and selling. 

If any persons whose creatures are impounded) and the * 
owner thereof notifi^, shall not within twenty-four, hours 
-filter such notice, either replevy or redeem the same, every 
such person sh^ll forfeit seventeen cents per head for eve- 
ry beast; so suffered to remain in pound ; and the same 
sum for each ^ay after the first which they shall be so suf- 
fered to contiime in pound* besides all necessary charges 
the pound-keeper shall be at in providing and giv ing meat 
and water to such creatures. Which forfeiture ^ali be- 

T 3 
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long one talf to the pound-keeper, and the other h^f to 
the town treasury ; just damages and poundage being 

fimpaid; which sbaU be doiiel^oreaaidereatiiret-iW 
released GUI of i^ound* . 

cattle, sheep and swine, as shall be taken dama^ feasant 
and impounded, shall be as fioUows i For all horsef« 
horse-kind, and neat cattlef elevm emu per head s For 
all aheepi m and /our ndlb per head : and &r aU 
awine eUvmeenu per hea4;%liimof three qmxtera didl 
be to die HBpdimder, and one quarter to the keeper Qf tbf 
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.^ Connecticut TowN-OpFiCEKr 



? . 

THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF RELIGIOUS 

SOCIETIES. 



J s- ■ 



The state is divided into certain districts, called socief^ 
ties, which have the power of assembling, of holding an- 
nual meetings, of appointing a clerk, treasurer and com- 
mittee, of laying taxes, and appointing a collector to col- 
lect them. They are also empowered to build houses of 
•public worship ; contract with, settle and support minis- 
ters of the gospel, Sec. the several provisions for which 
will be found in the.statutes herein recitedi or refered to. 

An Act for forming, ordering, and regulating Societies. 

Be it enacted by the Governor and Council and 
House of Refiresentatives in General Court assembled^ That 
the settled and approved inhabitants, qualified as is here- 
after in this act provided, in each respective society 
made, or that shall be made, and constituted by this as 
, sembly, shall meet and assemble annually together, somcf 
time in the month of December^ or in any other month \ 
' the year, as they shall judge most convenient, at some 
\ place in such society, according to the notice thereof, tv 
be given them at least five days before such meeting, bj 
the committee for ordering the affairs of the society or fo> 
want of such committee, by the clerk of the society. 

§ 2. And the inhabitants being legally assembled, an 
empowered by the vote of the major part of them pres- 
. cnt, to choose a moderator, a society clerk, and three 
. more discreet, able inhabitants to be a committee to o^ 
der the affairs of the society for the year ensuing ; wlucti 

. -i^y Go< 



clerk take tiie oilh^^laW profit Hi^ society 
clerks ; and being sS qualified, shall have the same [>ow<« 
ers and authorities, as to the ousiness of the said society^, 
as the town clerks have in the respective towns ; and his 
doiggA shall betts efibaual^ifi'law. Ani fAm 9iMsitK:h^ 
cterk, beings diorsen and rfhalFcdnlLtnue fti lihbffice 

until another i)e chosen and sworn in his room. ^ .''^ 

§ 3. And also toichoose a society treasurer, who shall 
be under the same regulation^ and have the same power 
and authority in said^ocietif &» ftstown treasarenAiav^^ 
their respective towiitf; * - ^ ' 

^ 4. AndHlso the said inhabitar||ij(i their fewful meet« 
iii|^S|4>y tlieif major vote, a^f aforesaid, shall hav^ pow^r 
to grant and lay such rates and taxes on the inhabitants 
of such society, and others by law rateable by such socieiy/* 
fi>r the raising such sum or aamsr i|l09e]ri no m/f bc^^ 
needed for the support of the ministry, and school therHi 
and other matters necessary for them to do ; andtoappoirA 
committees for such purposes as their occasions call fopj 
as the law directs s And to choose and appoint a collcc- 
^tor^^ i^ectoc^ £ g;at(iering such rates and t^p^Mr 
/^nd, jbv^^ colMor so loosen that di^ refuse to . 
shall suffer the same penalty » is provided by in Gkm 
of town-officers refusing to serve in the offices to which. 
f,hey are chosen. " . v - - ' 

S 5. Tiiat'wheh any society or societies are legally set 
^ff in dny io#n'X>i^tomT8 hi this abte, whereby such town 
ot<^:toiiw#%^€iviaed1nto separati^ societies, such new so- 
Tifety so set off, and ah6-the remaining part Or first soc(- 
^ty in any town may, in order to their being formed and 
^irnished with proper officers, wain their first meeting 
%i the foHoiiiiog manner, viz. An assistant or justice fjf , 
ti<g^^>«i&^ tti^W three principal inhabitants in anjr 
(^vkiifK ft#st'i^ety, or in any soch othfer society set off ast 
aforesaid, shall grant a warrant nnder their hands, lo somo 
proper person by them deputed to warn all the inhabit- 
gpts in the limits of such first or other society, to meet 
^Mtliter at such time andplace as they shall appoint : the 
ii^SNNh^tfing to be givtsnffive days before such meeting^;. . 
4 id bdtig s6 tite^ shall and may act and do all and ev|^ 
vi:ing lawful andptoj^rfor a society to do, before ia uMs 
>a is proTidedt ' 
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J/ote. la the of Huntington^ Isfc, v. Carfienier^ 
•Superior ^Poui t, New-Loa^oa County^ ikfarcA Term 
17.$6| it was adjudged that . - 

Each town in this Btate^ not divided into pariahesi. is, 

by law, a corporation for. ecclesiastical purposeSf as well 
as civil; and hathpower>ia eitb^r xapacityi to acquire 
aiid hold estates." ' 

- Tbe name and description w^icb they receive es« 
totesi and tranaaet business, to tbeiif eeqjtesiaifHGal asd 
civil capacity, is the sam^ viai. ^7%e.tM«AMiila 0/ tie 

• ^ When part of the inhabiunts of a town are constU 
tuted a new parish} or socieiyi the remaining inhabitants 
are by law considered (for ecclesiastical purposies) M-tht. 
game corporation/' « J^by*rAi4ioru^pk M» 

• 6. That such inhabitants of towns and societies as 
have obtained, or hereafter shall obtain liberty of the gem 
eral assembly to, prociire, ttavc-thei preaching of th^ 
gospel aniqng tbemsefVes fqt certain moblhs m iba yeari 
distinct and separate from the established place. of wm 
ahip in such town or society to which they' belong, shall 
hnd may, vyhen and so often as there may be occasion^ 
meet together at such time and place as shall be appoint* 
ed, and according to the notice thereof to be given them 
•t iea^t.frve days before such meeting, by their commit^ 
tee^ or ipr wapt of committee, t>y bnjs of the said priiieipal' 
inhabitants; and bdn^ sa assembled,* -maf chooee a 
okrk .to-enter their votes, and also.a>committee of three 
or more able, discreet men, of the inhabitants aforesaid^ 
m order tbe prudential a^^airs of*auth precincts, fof the 
end aforesttd; and may by thdrwOiajbr votciajsueh 
th^ir meetings, grant and lay such rates and tates on. Um 
«liid inhabitanrs as shall be needful for the support of the 
minister whom they shall procure to preach with them 
for such time, and for other necessary charges arising 
among them \ ai^d to appoint a collector or collectors 
abe gathering such rates. ; who shall haYe tbe same pow-* 
€c'U^ proceed in colleoting the same, aa collectors of soci« 
etietvhave, and shall be accountable therefor in the samo 

iiuM)t^ a%coUe€tors ofsodety cates^yjaw . - 
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.V*^%J,And for the preventing^ dlsfiutes about the votes 
made in society meetingSy and for the determining the guali* 
fication of voters therein : i 
Be it further ehact'edj That no person shall presume to 

:VOle in any society meeting, aforesaid, unless such per- 
son hath a Ireehold in the same town or socitty, rated at 
nine dollars^ or one hundred and thirty four dollars in the 
common list) or is a person of full age, and in fu/I com* 
Tnunion with the church ; nor shall any person who is or 
shall be by the laws of this state, freed or exempted from 
the payment of those taxes, granted by any town or soci» 
ety, for the support of the worship and ministiy of the 
presbyterian, congregational or consociated churches ia 
this state, and for the building and maintaining meeting- 
houses for such worship, on account or by reason of his 
dissenting from the way of worship and ministry afore- 
said, be allowed or admitted to act or vote in any town or 
society meeting, in those votes which respect or relate lo 
the support of the worship and ministry aforesaid, and 
the building and maintaining of the meeting-houses a- 
foresaid. 

' § 8. And the acts and votes of such town and society 
meetings, passed without computing persons not qualified 
as above is expressed, and the acts and votes respecting 
the support of the worship and ministry, and meeting- 
houses aforesaid, made and passed without computing 
the votes of such exempt persons, shall be deemed and 
accounted the acts and votes of such town and society : 
any law, usage or custom, to the contrary in any wise 
notwithstanding. i! -' '•'.^^t, ' tJ-/'*. ** 

§ 9. And be it further enacted^ That upon the refusal, 
death or removal, of any society clerk, or other ordinary 
society officer in any society in this state, such society 
may assemble together, and choose a-new to fill up sucfi 
vacant place. . ' • ; :^ >• ---v^r 

§ 10. And be it further enacted^ That the fines by law ii>- 
flicted on persons chosen to any society office, and who 
do not accept or execute such office, shall be paid to the 
treasury of such society ; and shall be recovered Ly ac- 
tion brought in the name of the committee of such socie- 
ty : any la W; usage, or custom to the. contrary notwitli? 
standing, '•** " * - • • r?r*><* v. 
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M^jnf JIl V RELIGIOtJS SoCIBTltS, 22Z .. 

»§ 11. Jnd he it further enacted^ That if any person, 
\Tho is not duly qualified according to this act, to vote , in 
any society meeting, shall adventure to act, deal or inter-* ♦ 
meddle, or presume to vote in any society-meeting, for 
the choice of officers, granting of rates or any other af- 
fairs whatsoevcr,v such offender shall forfeit the sum of J 
(wo dollars and [fifty ce?ita for e very such offence : to be 
levied by distress and sale of the offtnder*8 goods ; one 
half thereof to the complainer who shall prosecute to ef- 
fect, the other half to the treasurer of such society where»- 
in said offence is committed. . , ^'^^ ^.•wt.^.-H 
, § 12 ^nd be it further enacted^ That where *two or 
more societies, constituted by act of the general assem* 
bly, have the same limits and boundaries, the members 
belonging to each shall be designated by enrolling their 
inames with the clerk of tli€ society to which they respec- 
tively belong ; and it shall be the duty of the said clerks 
to enrol the same accordingly. 

13 And all persons who shall arrive at the age of 
twenty-one years, or women who shall become widows, 
dwelling within the limits of stich societies, shall have 
liberty at any time within twelve months after said times 
respectively, to elect which society they will belong to ; 
and all persons that shall come from any other place to 
dwell within the limits of such societies, may at any time 
elect which society he or they will belong to ; which 
election shall be manifested by causing his or their name 
or names to be enrolled with the clet*k of the society to . > 
which they join : and in case of non*election within the^' 
time limited by this act, the persons brought up within 
said limits shall belong to that society to which their par« 
ents belonged, (if they dwelt there) otherwise to the so- 
ciety to which the head of the family in which they were ' 
brought up, belonged; and widows, to the society to 
Vhich there husbands did delong : and persons who come 
from any oth^r place to dwell there, shall be taxed by the 
society lowest in the list within such limits, which sup- 
port the ministry by taxing, until they make their elec- 
tion, as aforesaid. , ^ 
. § 14. And all persons who have or shall become legal 
.members of any such society, shall continue members of 
the 6amc; during their continuance within the limits 
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|hereof> unless reldaied by act of the general ^ssitttilyi 
•r^vote of^ttch aooietyfaiid jaimog ta i9MhK.socicitf 
within the sanug limiu ; which releaieaufih aoct^yisbcroi 

by {^Qtborittd to.grant, by a legal vote io their meetings 
il they tbiok fit| on appUculion of any person desiriog the 
aame. 

FrovitUdy That nothing in tbiaact 5hall afiect the pHv* 
ileges alloiit^tf by law to any persons who aoberJy dissent 
from the worship and inmiitry cstabUabed txy thiek|iWft«C 
tbiastatq. 

« ■ 

An aet in addition to a law of this state, cwtitled An act 

for forming) ordering and regulating SocWues.'f * 

IVAereasin and by wdaei where iwo urmwt Bodetiei cemii^ - 
> iuted by act ike General jfaeetnbly, have the same Smtim 

. and doimdarieSf and there hafxfiem to be new inhdMiant^ 
*withzn said limits^ firovision is made to which of said aoci* 
ctiea they shall belong $ but no firovision U therein mddc to 

^ which of the said societies the taxes arising on the /anda 
%m'TeddeiU firofirietor^ shall belongs which- oceawMS 

. w»h diffiatUymdditfMti Which t0pr0^^ % , 

^ £e it enacted by the Governor and Council and ffotute 
qf Reftreatnta^ea in General Court aaaembied^ That iii all 
cases where there now are, or hereafter shall bej two or 
more societies within the same limits, constituted as afore- 
said, the society taxes arising on all lands and other estate 
belonging to non-resident, proprietors, shall be and be-* 
Tong' to the society lowest an the list| which suppoirt the 
l^^stry by taxing. . 

An act m further addition to an act entitled An act for 
formingi orderingi an^ reg^ting societies/' - 

. Be it enacted^ by the Governor and CouheU andWmtMe qf 
Representatives in General Court assembled^ That ecdesi* 
astical society taxes arising on lands or other estate of non-* 
r^sidenti iircipri0tors,4ihaUiN»long to the denomiDatioB'Of 
chrtatiaiia, to wl|jiGh luch &on*retfiUent propriMmi tt^ 
pectivdjr belong. - - - . 
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An act in id^tim to tbe statiitftf eiAided <^ An set &r 

forniiag) ortjeiing and regulating societies.** 

JRe it enacted by the Governor and Council and House cf 
JRepresentatiVea in General Cottrt awemMkdj That any ec- 
<:lesiaslical society Avhlch has Jiithc: to exercised its pow- 
ers in town-meeting, or through the agency of the select- 
men of the town, shall have liberty, having first been 
warned according to the provisions of the fifth paragraph 
of said statute, to meet together at the usual place for hol- 
ding town-meetings, and being so met shall have power 
' to orc^anize themselves, to appoint the proper officers, un- 
til the annual meeting by them to be aggreed on, and to 
do every other thing proper for an ecclesiastical society 
to do according to law« Statiuea B» up. 632—3. 

* 

MEETING-HOUSES 

An Act directing how to proceed when it shall be neces- 
sary to build a Meeting House for divine Worship* 

\\, Beit cnactedy istc. That when any religious society, 
allowed to >be such by this assembly ; or established and 
approved by the laws of this states (those only tolerated 
l)y the law's of this state, and dissenting from us, excep- 
ted) shall by their vote (wherein two-third parts of the in- 
habitants, qualified by law to vote, and present in the 
meeting of such society) declare it to be necessary to 
build a meeting-house ; every such society, shall apply 
to the county court in the county where such society or 
tlie greater part thereof is situate, to appoint atid aiRx the 
place whereon their meeting-house shall be erected and 
built. 

§ 2. And the county courts in tlie respective counties, 
are hereby authorized and empowered to hear all con-* 
cemed, »d take proper measures ftr afiixing such 
lilace ; and to appoint, order and a£Bx the place whereott 

their meeting-house shall be- erected and built s which 
being done, concluded and ascertained by the judgment 
of the county court, in the county where such society, or 
the major part thereof is situate $ the committee of such 
society shall forthwith give due notice lb the inhabitimts 
• u 
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thereof to meet at lome emtaUe tittie and place, to an* 
tborize aiul appoint some meet persons to be a corpmit- 
tce for setting up, building and finishing an house proper 
and suitable for use^ on the place appointedi as afore- 
said. 

$ 3. At which meeting the said spcietjr shall proceed 
to grant and levy a tax on the inhabitants of suci; society^ 
lobe collected and paid to the society treasurer, to en^ie 

s,aid society to go forward with the said building;. 
, § 4. And the clerk of the society shall keep the account 
of tbeir disbursements : and every such clerk sha\l certi- 
fv the county court which gave such order, the doings of 
the society at their next sessions after affixing the place, as 
aforesaid ; as also' the progress of the committee in build- 
ing such house, to each county court in the county at their 
stated sessions, till the house be finished. And for ev- 
ery neglect of his duty ithereiaj shaU incur the pemJty of 
doiiara to the county treasury in such. i^omtJ^Aota 
^ be recovered of such dlfok before the county co^rt in 
county where the society is situate: by- action^.^biUi^ 
plaint or otherwise as the law will allow. ■ ■ ■ * 

^ 5, Be it further enacted^ That if the county court 
in such county do find by the clerVs cemificate, that thij 
inhabitants of such society < do not proceed to set. up 
and finish a nieeting*hoi^e at the place appcmitedy^kSr a* 
foresaid, and certify the same to this assembly ; this 
sembly will assess and levy upon such society, from time 
to time, such sum and sums of money as may be needful, 
to set up and finish such meeting-house: which ^haU 
be .by order of this assembly accordingly improved. 

§ 6. And every such sum of money shall be by the 
treasurer of the state added to the public tax of the soct<- 
, cty, and gathered as a part of the public tax, by the con- 
stable who gathers the state rate, and paid into the pub- 
lic treasury, to be re-iinbursed for the use aforesaid : who 
shall by order of this assembly, deliver the same to such 
person or persons as by assembly shall be appointed* 
: ^ 7. ^nd be it further enacted^ That it shall not be Iaw<» 
ful for any of the societies aforesaid^ or for any part of 
.such society to build or set up any meeting-liouse for re- 
ligious worftbipi without procuring the county court in 

Digitized by Google 



JPART //i l MeETXKOS. Mi»lST»5. • • ^ ^Sl 

the county where such society is situate, fust to ascertain 
the place for it, as in this act is limited and provided. 

4 av, Jkiid whosoever shall transgress this order, shall 
incuts ihe penalty ofane hundred and tliH^y-four dollars^ Ick 
the treasury of such county : to be recovered before the\ 
county couit in the county where the transgresaon is 
committed. 

' $ 9, And the proceedings in settling and affixing such 
meeting-house place shall be at the charge of the society 
where such house i» needed : and such county court shall 
be allowed the fees for their judgment tbereoBi as in the 
trial pf other cafes. Statutes i. fi.j^93. 



MEiTINGS. 

The " Act for forming, ordering and regulating .soci* 
eties," already recited, provides in substance, that each 
society shall hold meetings annually some time in the 
^ jfbonth^f December^ orin any other month in the yeari as 
, the qualified voters in sueh society shall judge most coa«> 
vefiient. (Notice is required to be given of such meeting, ^ 
at least five days beforfeit is held. Statutes B. i. p. 627. 
* If a society vote to hold their annual meetings, upon a 
certain day in each succeeding year, a meeting held on 
tbe4ay so fixed^ without further notice} is not legal) even 
after a practice of holding them thus for fifty years. 
Thu^ point was settled in the case of Hkotk v. ffotkim^ 4» 

Uai/8 Rep. 62. 

F 

r , 

' : ' MINISTERS. • 

For theiaw relating to « the settlement, supporti and 

encouragement of Ministers ; and for the well ordering 
of estates given for the support of the ministry/* s^t; 
part iiri»t of this work. 



■1 
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PARTIES IN SUITS. 

" Lawfid aociefics** are authorized "fo siiCr cc^pmence, 
and prosecute any suits or actions ibk ihe maintaining-, re- 
covery, or defence of ihtir grants, interests and estates in 
any court proper to try the same ; and to appear eiiiier by 
themaelvea, agents, or attornies ; and in like mnnoev to^ 
defend in all suits and actions, as shall be brought or 
commenced against them. And when sued, it shall be 
suHicient noiice for them to appear and answer^ lo leave a 
true and attested copy of the writ or summons, conlaimng 
such suit or action, ^ith their clerk, qr either of the CQUi- 
mittee men, twelve days before the settings of the court 
where the case is to be heard, as in other actions is pi^^ 
vided.*' Statutes i.Ji. 188. 

There is a general rule of law which, perhaps, ought tci 
be noted here. Whenever a note, bond, or other con- 
tract, is executed to the treasurer, committee, or other 

* officers of any corporation, and his or their siicces|ovs» 
aucb note, fco« cannot be soed^n the name of- th« cMft* 

- ration, nor in the name of the successors, but In the mkme 
of the original promisee, or promhsees, loc. only, if liv- 
ing, whether in or out of office. If there be only one 
promissee, &c« and he die, it must be sued in the name^of 
Ids' executors or admitustrators, and not .in the mime of 
his successor. ' If there be more than; one, as^a coibmit* 
teq of several, the suit must be in the name of' the -sumi- 
vor or survivors, while any one is liviiit,^, and in the naaie 
of the executor or adminisinuoi' of the laH survivor, 
when all are dead. — Obligaliqas, ^c. ought, therefore, in 
general, to be given to the corporation directly, andnoftr to 
the treasurer, or any other ofBcers. A note, for tnstanoe^ 
should be, I promise to pay the town of R.** not « the 
treasurer of the town of B. and his successors.'^ But in 
some cases this, general rule is altered by statute : It is 
SO altered with respect to grants, kc. for tlie support of 
the ministry, by the Ifth and l^ath sections of the alatule 
relating to that subject. (Staiute^ B. S2L> Sec 
BaiUy} Ufc, v. Lewi9^ ^c. 3rf Day. 45Q. 
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APPROPRIATION. 

As the ihonies arising from the sale of the public wes- 
tern lands are by law made to constitiue a fund for the 
support of schools in the several school societies in this 
state, which school societies will make a part of the sub- 
ject of this division of the present work j and as provision 
is made in the following statute for the applicationi iti 
particdlar cases, of any school society's proportion of the 
interest of the said fund, or any part thereof, to the sup- 
port or the christian ministry, or the public worship of 
Godf and tiius place it at the disposal of the religious so- 
cietiesf Sec. it was thought best to introduce the statute 
making these provisions! in this place. 

An Act appropriating the Monies which shall arise on 
the salcof the Western Lands^ belonging to this Statst^ 

§ I. Be U enacted^ k^c. That the principal sum, which 
«ball be received on the sale of the lands helenging to this 
ttate, lying west of Pennsylvantai shall bC) and remain a 

perpetual fund, for the purposes hereafter mentioned iTTL 
this act? to be loaned, or otherwise improved for such pur- 
poses as the general assembly sliall direct, and the inter- 
est arising therefrom, shall be, and hereby is appropriated 
to the support of schools in the several societies 'Consti« 
tuted) or which may be constituted by law» within certain 
local bounds within this state, to be kept according to the 
provisions of law, which shall from time to time be made, 
and to no other use or purpose whatsoever ; except iti 
the cascf and under the circumstances hereaftei' mention* 
ed in this act* 

§ 2. Beit further enacted^ That the ss^id interestt as it 
shall become due from time to time, shall be paid over to 

4he said societies, in their capacity of school socielicn;, 
according to the list of polls and rateable estate of sucli 
societies res^;2ctively, which shall, when sucli payn^ent 
shall be made, have been last perfected. 

§ 3. Provided neverthekae^ and be it further enacted^ 
That whenever such society shall, pursuant to a yote df 
such society passed at a legal meeting warned for that 
purpost; only> in v/hich vote two-thirds of the legcil yptcVH 

u 2 
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present in such ineeting shall concur, apply to the gen- 
eral assembly requesting lit>erty to improve their pn>{ior« 
tion of said interest, or aoy part thereof, the suffpott 
^ the chmtiaa ministry^ or the putdtc worsUf) of Qod, 
Ihe general aftsemUy shall bare full po^^er to grant such 
request during their pleasure; and in case of any sac/i 
grant} the school society shall pay over the amount so 
gi*anted, to the religious societies) churches or congre<- 
^aUons» of all denominations of christians ^Ihixiilia^^'iiBEi^ 
ICS, to ba proportioned to auch aocieties,i ai tf y Wi B ^ 
gragattons, according to the list of their respcclVve in*- 
habitants or members, which shall, when such payment 
ah all from time to time be made, have been last perfect- 
ed ; and in case there shall be in such achooi society anjr 
individuals composing a part only of any auch religious 
aociety, church or congregation, then the proportSoipnaf 
such individuals shall be paid to the order of the body to 
which they belong, by the rule aforesaid ; and the mon- 
ies of such individuals shall be discounted from their min- 
isterial taxes, or contributions, and in that way inure to 
their ex^uaive benefit; and the monies so paid orer^ 
sbldLM:^iapplied to *the purposea^of the grant, and to no 
other wTiatsoeveiP. - . * v 

§ 4. ic further enacted^ That if any society, church 
or congregation, shall apply any of the aforesaid monies 
to any other use or purpose, than those to which they 
tfhali, or may have a right to apply them pursuant to this 
act, such aociety, church or congregation, sball fiirfisit 
and pay a sum eqisal to that so misapplied, to the pub* 
lie treasury of this state. ' ' ' r . . 

^ 5, Be it further enacted^ That all the inhabilanls Uv- , 
ing within the. limits of the located societies, who by law 
have or may have a right to vote in town meetings, shall 
meet some time in [eitlier of the months of Sefitemberj 
Ociobefy or Mvember^ VLB they shall judge convenient,! 
annually, in the way and manner prescribed in the stat- 
ute, entitled " An Act for forming, ordering, and regu- 
lating societies," and being so met, ^all exercise the 
p6#<m given in and by said act, in ornnlzing them- 
selves, and in appointing thef necessary officers^ as there* 
in directed for the year ensuing ; and may transact any 
other busipess on the subject of schooling in general, 
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mA MtcMn^ the vnohies hereby apprdiflriate^r to ttict^*' 

use, in particular, according to law ; and shall have powei" 
to adjourn from time to time, as they shall thiuk proper. 
" ' § 6. ic further enacted^ That the inhabitants or , 
^nembera of (he several religious societies, churches or 
«eongregation8 aforesaid^ who have right ianr to Tote 
m their respective meetings^ on the "subject of mintstryi 

and the public worship of God, shall assemble themselves 
sorhetime in the month of December annually, or at such 
other time as they shall judge con veni^nti and may or* 
ganisie themselveSf and appoint the iietttssary OfRcers » 
in" said act is directed) all in the wa^^Sand manner therein 
prefscribedr vritK power to adjourn mim ttim to time sHi 
they may think proper ; and in any of their said meet- 
ings they afaall have power to transact any business rela- 
ting to the^ministry and the public -worship of God, ac* 
cording to law ; 1>ut abaH have no power to act on the 
subject of schooling ; any law, usage, or custom, to the 
-ebatifiry not wirhstandin g. Statutes^ B. i,fi»4i3f &cy 

'RIGHTS. ^ 

An Act securint^ equal Rights and Privileges tcj Chris- 
tians of every denominalion io this State. 

^l.Be if. cnactedy U'c. That in future, whenever any 
person shall differ in sentiments from the worship and 
snipiatry in the ecclesiastical societies in this atatei con- 
stituted by law within certain local bonndsi and shall 
choose to join himself to any^other denomination of chris- 
tians, which shall have formed themselves into distinct 
churches or congrep:ations, for the maintenance and sup- 
port of the public worship of God, and shall manifest such 
his choice, hy a certificate thereof, under his hand lodged 
in the office of the ^clerk of 'the society to which he be* 
longs— such person shall thereupon, aiid'^so long as he 
shall continue ordinarily, to attend on the worship and 
ministry, in the church or congregation, to which he has 
chosen to belong as aforesaid, be exempted from being 
tased for the future support of the worsbipy and ministry 
in such society. 
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• § 2, Btitfuriher enacted^ That all such churches and 

congregations, which have, or shall have formed ihem- 
aelves as yn>!csaicl, niul who shall maintain and attend 
public worsiup) by thecnselvest sbali have liberty and -m* 
•thcfritf to es&tcise the same powersr for maintain iiig and 
supporting their respective ministerst and for building 
and rcgulatinp; their meeting-houses, for the public mot- 
ship of God, as the aforesaid societies by law have? ml 
do exercise and enjov ; and in the same manner msiF 
€ommc\pce and hoki their meetings, and trm«si6t 
affairS) as occasion may require fot* said purpose-^ . • 

% 3. And every persw claiminir the benefit of this act, 
shall he disqualified to vote in any meeting of such so- 
ciety, save only in matters, which relate to the niaioif;* 
nance and support of schools* ^(atuica i. fi* 57s, 

■ HARTFORD BANK. ' • *' 

• • • »* 'I 

it is provided by Statute that the Hartford Itank shall, 

at all times be open to subscriptions of shares in tiicir 
slock, from the funds of schools, ecclesiastical societies, or 
other incorporations for charitably purposes in this state, 
without any advance thereon ; such shares, however, shall 
not be transferrable ; "biit said schoolsr ecclesiastical soci* 
-eties, and charitable institutions may at any tiicie witY^ 
draw their monies from said bank on giving six months 
notice to the directors. And v^hcnever the stock cf any 
such schools, ecclesiastical societies or charitable institu- 
tions shall amount to fifty thousand dollars, they may at 
any annual meeting of stock-holders of said bank, for the 
choice of directors, choose a director of -said bank, who 
shall continue in office the same length of time with the 
other directors. Provided however^ That no schoo/s, 
ecclesiastical societies, or other charitable institutions, 
Which may become holders of shares in siiid Qank in pur- 
suance of this act, shall be entitled to any vote ia the 
meetings of stock Iioldersi except in choosing a director^ 
as is herein before provided*'' Siatuies B. i.fi* 79. 

Remark, A similar prevision is also inserted ia the 
charter of the Bank of New-London. See also the act of 
incorporation of the Derby and Eagle Banks. ^ \ 

Statutes Ji. fo, 30 and 69^ 
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^ SIGN-POSTS- . > 

I An act in addition to an act, entitled An act for erecting 
' , aod cootiauiog a sign *post in each town in this state*'* 

• § 1. I^e it enacted^ ^c. That there shall in future be 
erected hi each located society in this stateyby the com- 
iDUtee of such societies respectivel/, «nd in such situa^ 
t km as «ildh committee shall judge most convenieoti a 
8ign-post| at the cost of such society, under the sanve 
Xieiialtie^ «s is by law provided ac;ainst selectmen for their 
neglect so to set up and m-iintain si.qjn-posts in their sev- 
eral towns, to be recovered of such society commiUee in 
the same way and maaaev as i» piovided by law agalo^i^t 
selectmen. 

$ 2, Jgn4 he Ufitrth^ enaciedy That ad?ertiaem«Rl8 of 
lands or goods taken by execution, or distress for rates 

and taxes in such societies respectively, shall be posted on 
the sign-post of the society where such lands or goods 
are taken, and sold thereat. And the said sign-posts shall 
otherwise be improved for similar purposes and uses aa- 
sign-posts in the several towns in this state have hereto- 
fore been improved according tol^w. 

^ 3. Be it further enacted^ That in such societies as 
are tnade out of two or more towns, the constables of such 
towns shall have the same power and authority in the 
matters aforesaid, where the sign-post shall be without 
the limit^ of the town to which they belong, as other con-^ 
•itaUe^ hf Taw have within their respective distri<^s ; any 
law, usage, or custom to the contrary notwithstandinjjf. 

RECORDS. 

An act to authenticate copies of Files and Records in cer- / 

tain .cases. 

Be it enacted^ ISc. That in the absence of the clerk of 
any court, town, society, or corporation ; or during his ^ 
sickness or other inabiUty to perform the dutieaof his of- / 
ficey the evidence of a credible witness to the authenticity/ 
of a copy, of the files and reccMrda of such court/ towni so-*/ 
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ciet/) or corporation, shall be admissible in aQ|r ^0itrt 
within this state to establish the existenoe thereof 



OATHS. 

The oath for society clerks is in the following /brm^ viz^ 
You A, B. being chosen and appointed clerk of this so*- 
cxetyi do swear that you will truly and ftithftiny «%teQd 

and execute the place and office of a society cltrk Cor the 
said society, according to your best skill ; and make true 
entry of all :>uch votes as shall be made b)isaid society ac- 
cording to law ; and deliver true copies where they shall 
be required of yoU| taking only your just fisies^ So ie^i 
you God. 

The oath for Society Treasurer, 15 the same which i:i 
prescribed for town officers generally ; for the dilVigerit 
and faithful execution of their offices i for which see ps^t 
Iirst, 

RATES AND TAXES. 

The proTisions of law relating to this subject as it re- 
gards societies, ^viIl be found contained in the general stal* 
ute under the title of Rates, which is recited in pa^rt^fici^ 
of the present work. See also the title Mxnistsrs ui tfie 

same part, and the title Meei xng-Houses in ihp present 
part. 

The followinpr forms are respectfully offered for the use 
of the several officers of societies in the discharge of their 
respective offices. • • ' 

Mtice for a Society Meeting. 

[To h% given bjr the Cororotttee, 0t for want of a co«i- 

mittecj by the clerk, at least five days before the meeting.] 

^ The inhabitants i^aiding within the limits [tfn ^ahd 
96cielij, othermsey the tnerobers] of the «odety in 

the town of qualified to vote in society meetingSf 

are hereby notified and warned to meet and assemble to- 
i^etherat in said society on the . day of , 
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to choose all such socitiy officer^ for the ensuing year, as 
societies are by law allowed to choose annunlly ; to grant 
a tax for the support of the ministry [or ivhatcver else the 
object may dc'] appoint a collector or collectors ; and do 
any other business necessary and proper to bo done at said 
meeting. Given under our bands this day of| &c* 

A. B. 1 
' * CD. Committee.' 

E. F. J 

[If the meeting be special, or other than the annual 
meeting, for the choice of officers^ he. let the object be 
plainly set forth accordingly .] 

JVbticeJbr a Meeting to or^a^iize a Society. 

Whereas Cue ecclesiastical powers and eoncems of the 

town of havie heretofore been exercised and trans- 

acted in town meetings, or through the agency of the se- 
lectmen of ihe town ; and whereas the said town is now 
legally divided into separate societies^ consisting of first 
mid second societies ; [or as the ease may de'\ therefore in 
pursuance of a law of this state entitled ^ An act for form- 
ing, ordering and regulating societies," we, ^, B. an as- 
sistant [or justice of the/u acc'] and C. JL, F. and G. H.. 
three of the principal inhabitants in said first \_or second^ 
^c.^ society, hereby notify and warn the inhabitants resid- 
ing within the limits of said first,. [or other'] society \defi^ 
^z;;^ qualified to vote in' society meetings, to meet 
togethei* at ' in said society, on the day of 
to organize the said society, to appoint the proper officers 
until the annual meeting to be then and there agreed on ; 
Sind do every other thing proper for an ecclesiastical soci- 
ety to do according to law. Given under our hands, &c. 

jfpfilicadtm to ihe County Covrt to affix the^filacefor a 

Meeting-house. 

To^'the honourable County Court to be holden at />. with- 
in and..4br the county of -F. 6a the ^Tuesday of 

next. 

Whereas at a meeting of the inhabitants of the 
society in the town of duly warned and held at 
in S8i4 SQcktjr on tlte day of . a. vote was pi^s* 
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ed (wherein two-tlnid parts of the said inhabitant s^ qpal- 
ified by law to vote, and present in the meeting, did coi|- 
cuv) declaring it to be necessary to build a M^etv)g.bouse. 
in said society for dtvine worship} as by the records of 
the said society appears ; we the subscribers, committee 
ot the society, in pursuance of a law of this state enht/cd 
** An act directing; how to proceed, when it shaH be nc-^ \ 
cessavy to^buiid a Meeting-house for divine worship/* do » 
respectfully requeibt t)ie said honorable court ^p apiK^ j 
and affix the place intbereon thie said Meetimj^W^ tsibaVl 1 
be eredted and built. Datwl at ' this of 
isu. . A. B."1 

C. D. V CommiUee. 

Clerk^i Certificate to the Omniy Courr. • 

' In obedience to the law of this ^ate^. entitled ^ M ffl^ 
for directing bow to proceed when it shall be necessary 
to build a Meeting-house for divine worship," the subscri- 
ber, clerk of the society in the town of. ' re- 
specliuUy certifies} that . 

At a meeting of the inhabitants of the society in 

the town of duly warned by the committee, and 
assembled at on the day of ^ ^ >v 

6. //. was chosen moderator of the meeting. 

It being made known to the meeting by the cqmmitteef 
that a pla«e iB appointed and affixed by. the hoilorable 
County Court whereon tfie Meeting-house for divine 
worship Bhali be erected and built ; viz. at IcIiscridinK 
the JilaceJ] - 

Votedy That a tax of cents on the dollar in the 1 
list of the said society for the year , be levied on | 
the inhabitants of the said society $ and that the same be I 
Collected and paid into the treasury of said society on 1 
or before the ' day of ' * to enable the said soci- I 
ety to go forward with said buildini^. * " * \ 

Voted, TJI^at /. K.^ X, and A*. 0. be authorized and 
appointed a committeie for setting up, building, and fin- 
ishing nn house proper for such U8e$ in the place appoint- 
ed as aforesaid. 



Digitized by Google 



■ • 

Ydtedy That the monies collected and pai4 Into tlie 
treasury on the tax now granted^ be subject to the or* 
ders of the said building commitleey for the purpose- a- 
loreafiid* . . , r 

• A true copy of record. 

* Attest. P. Q. Clerk* 

JtppUcation to the Clerk Society to enrol the ntme of i 
' fierstm electing the Society to ^hUh he choooee to bdong. 

To the clerk of the society in ide town of 

la pursiuiiice of fbe pfovifions of ibe statute catitled 

*^ An act for forming, ordering, and regulating societies/* 
cinthorizing persons arriving at the age of twenty one 
years [or women becoming mdowsy life, as the case may del 
t0 4dect the society to Which they will belong, you ate' 
hereby requested td'enrol itty mm6 in the reccMs df the 
MdU ' ^leiy, td whleb I now join xnysd£ 
Dated at w(f. this - day of 

B.C. ' 



1" 



aMM*« < 

To the clerk of the society in the town of wf.. 

J Pursuant to the provisions of the statute entitled An. 
act securing equal rights and privileges to every denom- 
ination of christians in this state/' I hereby make known^^ 
^at, differinj; from the worship and ministry of the saidl' 
society, I have chosen join n^yself to the dtnominatko^ 
^ christians called 9 on the worship and ministry 
of which, in their church or congregation in 9 1 or-^. 
4inarily attend. 

. Dated at wrf, this d^.of 



Digitized by 



Si> ScBOox..SocjitTws. U^^^i: 

THE POWER AND DUTY OF SCHOQL.SQr 

■ CIETIES. * - .•tTTJifi 

In trwting of School SodetieBi after redtiog jll^'scli^ 
ral Malutcs rekttng to tt^eim I propose to coriaider tbe 
several subjects connected ^ith thenif distinctly, in the 
following order, viz. School Society Committee, District 
Committee^ Society Clerk, District Clerk, Society Trea$^ 
urer^ District Treasurer» CoUectort Sqhoqdjtfastersi 
School* Visitors ; and offer such remarka iqpoQ each ^s 
may be thought necessary and pertinent lo th^ 'ol^^^il^ 
the present work. _ .r.^.ioq 

'Aa Act for appointing, regulating and etictitlraging 

Schools. fw? 

§ U}Beii $nactei^}^c* That each school foc^fX ialTif? 
state shall, by their vote in legal meeting, have full poyrer 
to grant rates for the building and repairing of school- 
houses, and the supporting of schools therein, or to m%kc 
any lawful agreements for^the san}e .p|ii:pi9pes|. aQd what 
Bucb * society ahaU agr^ wd .vote, respectin|| t^i^ 
cncounigemeot and support of schooif^Bba^ Uo4;j4i|w 
and all its tnembers ; and if any officer duly appoint^ at 
my time, by such society shall^ refuse to execute tbeirust 
committed to him, he shall suffer the penalty which (p^n 
officers are liable tOfior refusing to serve in thfij^ig^j^jto 
which thej. are ehc||K|jL, . • .^s 

$ ^t. Beit further enact^dy That each achool ^soci^ 
shall have full power to divide itself into proper and ne- 
cessary districts, for keeping their schools, and to alter 
lOid regulate the same, from time to time, as there may 
be occasion ; and whenever it may be necessary ^d c^jj- 
irtnient to form a district put of two or moie adjcrimng ^ 
detiesi such district may be formed faj tfie vc^e m t)j^ 
said societies, and may be, by a like vote,* altereid or 
solved at their pleasure \ and every such district shall 
be under the inspection and supeript^ndency of the soci- 
ety wbcjre its school-house shall be situate, aqd when 
district may agree to builds sobool^-hoiSeytheflaqe^^ 
which the same shall be erected, shall be fixed l^r a ^^pm- 
mittee agreed upon by said societieS| upon afplicavi^a ^^f 
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. . . » • _^ • 

< . , - . » . - - . . ' ^ ^. • . . . • 

said distiict, or any distinct component part thereof: 
and the committee shall return their doings in writing to 
the clerk of the society within the limits of which the place 
shall be fixed, which shall by him be recorded. And each 
school society is hereby empowered to appoint annually 
some proper person, a committee, for each school under 
its supeiint^iiidcncy, lo pmviue an instructor for such 
school, with the approbation of the visitors thereof, 
herein after provided, and to manage the prudentials o 
such school : Provided nevertheless^ That nothing in this 
paragraph shall be construed to affect any district incor- 
porated by a special act of the p^cneral assembly. 

§ 3. Be it further enacted, That the treasurer of this 
stale shall aunually dehver the sum two dollar Sy upon 
every thounand dollars^ in the list of each school society 
and proportionably for lesser sums, out of the rate of each 
town, as the same shall be brought into the state treasury, 
lirito the committee of such school society, for the benefit 
of schools in such society. 

^ § 4. Be it/urther enacted, That the interest of the funds 
provided by the sale of the Connecticut Reserve, as from 
time to time, it shall become due, shall be paid to the 
treasurer of this state, and the school societies which shall 
conform to the provisions of this act shall be entitled to 
the said interest, to be distributed to them severally, accor- , 
ding to their lists ; and the controller of the public ac- 
'counts shall, on application of the committee of any school 
society, draw an order on the treasurer for such society's 
part of the dividend of 'such interest, as shall be in his 
hands on the first day of March^ and on the first day of 
October annually : Provided^ That in future, no ordei^ 
shall be drawn in favour of any society as aforesaid, nor 
shall the treasurer deliver the monies directed to be de- 
livered in the preceding paragraph, until the committee 
'of such society shall have certified in writing under their 
hands, in the words following : 

' [We the committee of the school society in the 

town of do certify that the schools in said society 
have been kept for the year ending on the 30th day of 
Sefitember last, by instructors duly appointed and approv- 
ed, and in all respects according to law ; and that all the 
monies drawn from the public treasury by said society for 




■ 
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• Sftid year, appropriated to schooling, have b^en faithfully 
applied and expetMied in paying and hfTnrdin£; TtnW tlilWiiCi 
tors. Daled ^ . . - ^ ^ t ^ 

Which certificate if designed to draw the allowance of 
the tiifo dollars on the thousand ot{ the list, shall be direct* 
cd to the state treasurer ; and if designed to draw thectlh^ 
ideo^ <)f interest on tb^ sebool fundsj 8baU'b^-#pecibi ta 
%fa e iww rti ^ Itty ^yrt;!tciicc6unts>l ' • * * 

Remark. The foregoing form of a certificate, leaving 
been substituted for the form as it originally stood in this 
statute, is taken, together with the clause relative to 
direction^ from the additional statute of 1805. r ' - 

StakiteB B. j. filtW.'^^. 
V § 5. 'Be it further enfictedj That if the aforesdSf liadri- 
les, or any part thereof, drawn by any school sotiiety astt'- 
foresaid, or any other public monies arising from tKe sale 
of certain western townsbips^or from an excise heretofe^ 
collected in this state* appropriated to scbooiiogv ilt'^'ftftiA 
iftociety shl^ll at any time> by order of such so^fety^ - Bd lf9i^ 

any othet uSetbftn tor the support' of scho(^irt^%fbt*^« 
said, such monies, so misapplied, shall be forfeited to this 
state, and it shall be the duty of the controller to sue for 
iand recover such monies for . its use* And if $iny coa|* 
yntiit^ shall at any^timemake a false certifieatty^by ^^ieiubs 
Vhereor hibnies shall 'be Fraqdalently drawA ^a^ogf the 
'public "^treasury, each person signing Jiuch false dei^tScSte 
shall forfeit the sum of sixtt/ dollars to the state, to be re- 
covered by action of debt on this statute. And the coki- 
traller shall bring forward a suit to recover the atlime ttS- 
tbrdingly/ •-..->- * ' ■•\ 

% Be U further &nactedj That tbe comn^lttee eF^ eaoi 
gechool society be, and they are hereby empowered and di* 
rected to take care of, and improve all such bonds and 
inonies as have been divided and set out to such society, 
ilir' their former capacity of a town or ecclesiastical sotcit* 
[ijf pnt Qf the monies raised bjr 'tb^ nale of the isaid ttf^i^ 
sbipi^' or otherwise, Sbr iht benefit oFtbe sclidbls in 
society,' andtoriender their account, when required, to 
such society. And such committee are hereby author- 
ised and emnowered to take into their carQ 
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ed, seqdestertcl, or do belong to (he schools in such (Me* ^ 
ty ; and shall use, improve and dispose of the interest, hi- 
cwase, profit or rent, arising from any such monies, lands 
W jnW^pt^i iMSCording to the ^rue intent of such grant) or 
iiequ|ii4»dm}tQ m«pner acobuat^Uo tii^^^ 

' § r. JBe it further enacted, That such commHtet 
and they are hereby authorized and empowered to lease all 
^^flv^^ndsyor real estate ; and loan such monies fofmer« 
|y^t^f^.9F^ fraated for tho use of shools, and to com'- 
M^^^f^^S^^ any proper autt or suiU &r tl^ r^r 
coverjr of such lands^ ncionieS) or other eatatea^ and to t^l^ 
leases^ boudsy or other securitiesi to themselves and tKeir 
successors in officei for the use aforesaid, and to institute 
ai^it^ or- suits thereony and the same to pursue to final 
^^gn^ent and execution which bonds, leases, and se- 
^^idesiT :«baU» by said cqiiuntttee» be lodged wttb the. 
^reasdrer of the society ; mho is required la keep an^ ^ac- 
xount thereof, and hold the same under the direction of s:)id 
committee ; who shall account to the said society for their 
ti^mpl^ovement of such estate and interest when required/' 
tf^^l^^^iuuled neverthelw^ That thia ael shall not eKtend to 
4es|ate formerly granted by any particular* perscmi^fbir 
Mi^i^t^f or schools in any parti^nbr town 

society, nor to grants of any interests formerly mad6 
by any person to any town or society for the support of 
schools, wherein the grantor hath committed the care and 
«iii^rQvement of such estate^ him given« to particular 
J^rsi^iiyi^^^ for a 'contimial %ueo6aiioi^ in 'said 
^wost I or where the general assembly hath t»ttM(fy 
ttommitted the disposition of the profits of such estates to 
a committee, in a continual succession ; any thitig herein 
^H^tain^d to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Be it further enacted^ That all public moniea that 
•^'|l$#1iM^iie pj*ovided for tha support of achoola in a|iy. 
/Mluiot:.JSOCiety, and received by its. coitnDfttee^ shall 1^ 
.them, from time to time, be paid over to the treasurer of 
,jihe society, who shall stand charged therewith, and shall 
-account therefor according, to law : an^the said com- 
Ni|^|l(|B^|iay,.fi:^ to time, receivei examine, and liw 

' quidate tde accbunta of the diatrictsi sad pa(rtB of districts, 

W2 
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if any be, and wherfe such districts, or those ta which such 
mparts belong, shall have kept their schools according; tiy 
Ihe provisions of this act| shall draw orders on the society 
treasurer for their proportion of all the public monies, acr 
-cording to their respective list^ ^ 
. ^ 9. Be it further enacted^ That each school society 
^ shall appoint a suitable number of persons, not exceed- 
ing nine, of competent skill in lelterSf to be oi^erseers or 
^visitors of all the schools in such society, whose duty it 
jshall be, in any of their meetings, to examine the instruc- 
lorS) and to displace such as may be found deficient m any 
j'equisite qualification, or who will not conform to the reg- 
ulations by them adopted ; to superintend and direct the 
instruction of the youth in letters, religion, morals, and 
manners ; to appoint, at their discretion, public exercises 
for the youth, to visit the schools twice at least, duria|; 
each season for schooling, at which visitations two or 
.more of them shall be present ; and particularly to di- 
rect the daily reading of the biblo by such of the youth as 
.:&re capable of it, and the weekly instruction in some cate« 
xhism by them approved, and to recommend that the 
master conclude the exercises of each day with prayer ; 
.which overseers shall continue in office during the pleas- 
j^:e of the society*-*- .. a.,..,* ,10 vrj V 

^10. Be it further enacted^ That any school society 
shall have I'berty, by a vote of two-thirds of the inhabit^ 
ants present in any legal meeting, warned for that pur- 
pose, to institute a school of a higher order, for the com- 
mon benefit of the society, the object of which shall be to 
perfect the youth admitted therein in reading and pen- 
manship, to instruct tliem in the rudiments of English 
granxmari composition, arithmetic and geography^ or, on 
particular desire, in the latin and greek languages ; also 
in the first principles of religion and morality, and in 
general to form them for usefulness in society. And no 
pupil shall be admitted into the said school except such 
a9 have passed through the ordinary course of instruction 
in tlie common schools, and shall have attained to such 
maturity in years and understanding, as to be capable of 
improvement in said school, in the opinion of the over- 
seersi and shall by them, or any three of them, be admit- 
ted therdn v ^ad at any time, it shall so happen^ that 

- ^ » y J- - - - ♦ 



"^d if^such course and ordei j as to give iall an e(|U9d oj^ 

V ^11. He it further enacted^ That for CTeff fear in 
MiiMiflMtJiGhodl shall aupported, sach part of^ tbm 
■ii w M i t.uiB ii iie i^befcwigtng tvaHf distri^ nhall be ptali ofrertt 
otocMimillti^^ sohool Ibf the iiflUe thereof) Bsa that 

the part paid over shall be to the remaining]: pait, as the 
tttttnbfer of children of said district actually atteadtng said 
^Hhool for auch year» computing from four tp fourteen 
if eam^iof ^ag^ are tir those of- Hiem of the aanie age Wto 
^ net'ttiteiid eaid^aebeelv-^ --^^.v^-.-^^ .>^*l'^ ?r^;'^ 
cit4^;^iF iifurikeir enidt^i That tlie fehfi bitatits of iM^ 
• school district, qualiiiedlo vote in school society meetings ^ 
shall have power to tax themsdves, for the purpose of 
i>uiidi&9. ami repairiogi or otherwise procuring a scliool^ 
Iboserfiiw^aaid Strict) of fcimbbiing the hoUae whh tbe 
awtewiy Uipj^ewiagea and aceooifidddffiSoiiSy and 0f pwf- 
ehasiBEig suitable ground on whicb^ to erect sucH school- 
'Aousef and of supplying wood ^ tti^ choose a clerk, who 
•shall be sworn to make true entries, and give copies of thfc 
voles of th<e district ; to appoint a collector of any tax thef 
jahali lay on the polls and ratable estate of the inbabitants, 
'flrfuMebaU&Htarefite aa^e powi^to levf and eiAeel abcb 
^KlKkri^ imrranT' fitM an assiafmf or jmtiee oFthe («6ae§r 
.whicbi^aoarrant they are hereby authorized to give, as oth- 
er collectors of taxes by law have ; and to appoint a trea*- 
mwr^Kki^ ^ail also be sworn to a faithful discharge of 
-hiattmatiapiliahall^reee^ moniea belongiiijg; to flie 
iMfegnSli lomtte aamete^ the^rder^of itlie dio- 

j|lBRiSl9 W itar commk^^ render his account annually. 
c-t>^4 Be it further €7iac led and firovided^ That the com- 
mhtee. appointed for the district by the school society, 
^aUL^caittOprsatt^Ihe tnhabitaQts aforesaid to be warned to 
^mi at soffikoofirenkHit plaetf^ithiirthediatriet^at leaal 
i ilinpae ^daya ineiimaeif^ before mch meeting ; ^and pMyviA* 
^ed'two^tliMB of said in fiabitantSf present at such meeting, 
lareio-the vote for laying such tax,|;* and whenever a tax 

il See^kmiadditionat HMHC miAAl wigectatthc cb^a'if 
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it laid to bfiild a school house in any districtt theplaolMll 
vMcti the hcnise shall be erected» ahaU lie fixed 4vf iWoMi^' 
nfititm eppeinted hf the aodetf for that purpoie^ upleas 
the said inhabitatits are unaniinously agreed in the placei 

who shall return their doinfcs in wrhing to the el^rfeoFthQ 
soticty) and by hirh shall be recorded ; and the^Sfakhio^ 
liabttania ia my Qf4;beir lawful- meetings ehidi pow^ 
eri bf the major vote of those preaeDt no fSkBSsfi'^^f^i^w^ 
bHve to' the a€hooI4KHise »d to damage cMethsrSafiie^ 
^d to the furniture and appendages, and relative 4a 
wood to be supplied by the inhabitants, and to cbropel ob- 
edience, by deojfing.lhe privilege of (he scbool|^i|hQ5^^ 
dren of such as refiiae a compUance wUh such Tulesv :/rf^ • 

An Act ia addition to, and alteraUon of an Act enti(ie4 
' ^ An Act for appaintiog) encouraging and^pppTUl^ 

Schools" ^ • ' :.7t 

^ I. Be itenaiiedf^c. That each school society iiM^ 
iMuft shall faSTe power on appiicatiot% -dulf vM¥ktch^ nay 
i^strtct, incorporated by special weSoC^the genee^s^seio- 
bljr, lying within the local limits of such society, to dis- 
solve or alter such district^ in the same manner as if said 
district had been constituted by i^ch society : iirax/zc/r(/^ 
Two-Uiirdsof the inhabitants of such district present at M 
<Iegal mieeting warned for that purpose, and qualified to 
Vote therein, sbaU be in the vote for making suih' ir|^ 

iflication. ■ ■ • ' ''''' * 

52. Andhcitfttrther enacted^ That whenever the parts 
orany district incorporated by special act of the general 
assembly^ shall be situate in two Or more distinct school 
2Societi^9 such district shaU not be dtssoWed butb^ th^ 
vote^of each of said societies, on application to tliiein rH« 
spectively made as aforesaid. * ' ^ • * 4 

- f 3. Be it further enacted^ That whenever the aggre- 

Sate es^pense of paying and t>oarding instructors in schools 
i any school-sodety, shaliin uy year, equal or exceed 
tilie^ii&ool tnonies of such society, provided by the state 
ibr the same year, such school^sodety shall'be conddered 
as having fully accounted for such monies, although any 

one or more ii |be. difthcta in such school socie^ shall 
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not have kept a school wilhia the year, or not long enough 
to expend the proporiion of such monies which otherwise 
"Would have belonged to such district or districts ; and the 
committee of such school society, shall have right to make 
out the certificates required by said act, provided the whole 
of such monies have actually been applied according to the 
termsofsuch certificates, and to draw such school society's 
projiortion of the school monies for the year then next 
following, the fitil*?! e of such district or districts notwith- 
standing ; and the monies not expended in any district Or 
districts through such failure, may and shall be within the 
year applied in the other districts in such school society, 
^vhich shall have expended in paying and boarding in- 
structors, a sum exceeding their proportion, regard being 
'had as far as may be to their respective lists ; but if such 
"aggregate expense shall not equal the funds for any giv- 
en year, the said committee shall in their next certificates, 
^on penalty as by said act is provided for making a false 
certificate,) state how much those funds exceed the ex- 
pense> and the excess shall be deducted by the controller 
in his orders in favour of such society for the year then 
'next following. Siatiues B. i. fi, 5S7, ' * 

•An act in addition to the law entitled " An act for appoint- 
^V''*^^''^'^ing regulating, and encouraging Schools." ^ 

\ Be It enacted^ Isfc, That no person shall keep a district 
school until such person be examined and approved by 
the visitors of the school society to which such school 
district belongs, and receive a certificate of such examina- 
tion and approbation, subscribed by such visitors, or a ma- 
jority of them, or by a committee consisting of not less 
than three persons of their own number, to be appointed 
,by such visitors, or a majority of them, in any of their 
meetings ; which appointment such visitors arc hereby 
authorized to make. 

[Remark, The remainder of this statute relating to 
vlhe form of certificate, has been already recited.] 




Statutes B. i.fL, 588. Y 
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An act in addition ia t^^kikiSs^^'^tl^d An act fori^ 
poiniingi encouraging and supporting Schools/' V 

Bt Uenactedf ^c. That it shall be in the pcHHef^^j^^i^ 
aehool sodety to annex any ilistrict wkhin its liiiut$» forn»^ 
ed by an act of the general assembly, to other adjoiniag^ 
disiricts ; or to form it into two or more districts, as sjuMl^ 
hn judged most convenient ; the act of iHcorporaUon ,llo{T' 
with8tanding $ provided sucir:d^a&^ct ^hat^^y ics volei 
passed in a regular meeting) specially warned fiir that 
purpose, conaont to waive the benefit of si^«cvt^ >nff>r- 
poration, and to submit their case to the judgment of such 
school society : And when such district shall by vii;tue 
of this act, be annexed to other adjoiaillgicdistric^Ss^iyi^^. 
funds of jsuch disurictsif any be, shall be reguIa^ufK^ fanS: 
bwfnl vote or aigre^nient that ahoU hav^ befnipafffyj:^, 
made by such district and when it shall be fornie^-ifl^ 
two or more districts, the said fund shall be di;>iributed t« 
the said di&trictsin proportion to their respective lists. . 

An act inad^o&fnii{i4>jaHei;atIot]^of^ 
act for app<tedng, regv^ting-and encouragin g Schools^ 

> Beit enacted^ life. That whenever the inhabitants of a1^- 
school district tf halt be legally aaaembled fei'Wtfu^^p^ci 
of granting a* tax, -for any of the purposiaa i«iA^'#Mslk?flir^P' 
are autliorizcd by law to tax themselves, the questiofi shall 
be determined by the major vote of those present at siich 
meeting \ any law to the contrary notwithstanding. ^^'P" 

Statutea B. fi. S0i 

APPROPRIATIONS. ' '-"^ 

The statute under this title will be found under REs,](«r 
oious SocxBTzEs. An additional act provides that schocl 
aociettea may hold their annual meetings) for the purfidiP 
es mentioned in the original act, in either of the'mbUtlKIt 

of September^ October or /November* Statutes B, /. /»• 45. 
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Persons employed four months in the year in the Fish- 
dHeSj on board any vessel owned in this state, although 
efi^ttipted from poll-tax, are to be returned to the Controll-^ 
^liti^l iilcloded in the list of polls on which the public' 
dlkMl^'WDflies are'apportioned* ^ See tbe tiUe Listers 
in part second, • • • • • - 

' HARTFORD AND NEW-LONDON BANK. 

^94b«*^th6 pKvtleges of school societies, 8cc. in subscribing 

^ock from their funds in these Banks, see the title 
BfAiitroRD Bank, under Religious Societies, See 
^Ma the acts of incorporation of the Derby and Kagle 
MmLft kk Statutes B. u. p. 20 and $9. 

,f'o«s - > . . LANDS, &C. 

' EKttact of the statute entitled An act (or acts) about 
the ti^iiiuW of Lands.*' For BecuHng eatdtes given to char-' 

J 4t^;Be it enattedmd ordained^ That all such lands, ten- 
ements, hereditaments and other estates, that either for- 
merly have been, or hereafter shall be given and granted 
either ^y the general assembly pi ibis colony, or by any 
town, Y^MK^t or particular person or ipersons, fiic thr 
iiiainteniinqe of the ministry of the gospel in any part of 
this colony, or schools of learning, or for the relief of poor 
I>eople, or for any other public and charitable use, shall 
forever remain, and be continued to the use or uses to 
which such lands, tenements, hereditaments or other es« 
tats% h^Y^ beenik or shall be given and granted^ aceordiog 
to.tlie in^ intent and meaning of the grantors^ and to no 
Other use whatsoeyer ; and dsp be exempted out of the . 
general lists of estates, and free from payment of rates. - 
By the staiutu for the direction of Listers in their office 
and duty, it is provided, that " All lands and buildings in 
this atate> sequestered to and improved for schools^ or 
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otiier public op pious usis, shall be ^^xempted from^ing 
put into the list.** ' , > ■ .. 

In the case of Cornvfallv. Is/iatn, Supreme Court of Er- 
rors, 180?j it was deternnined that" The inhabitants of 
any incorporated society, to whom property is devised for 
the support of a school, are competent witnesses to,^lt(;.st 
the will.'* . Day's Rcji. Vol. ti. 35. . . 



For the provisions relating to the lists of School sbci^* 
ties, see the 6th, 7th, 12th, 17th and 18th section^ ot ihj^ 
statute " for the direction of listers in their ofiice aud du- 
ty/* recited in part second of this work. -jr. 

PARTIES IN SUITS. ' . , ■ 

For the powers of societies and other subordinate cota^ 
niunities to sue, commence, prosecute, and defend in suits 
and actions, see the title Pahties in Suits under Reli* 
Gious Societies, in the former division of this part oC 
the present work. . .... • . jkr^ 



SCHOOL SOCIETY COMMITTEE. 



' 'li t 



Committees of School societies are empowered to order 
the affairs, and manage the prudentials of the societies^ 
generally, as selectmen arc those of towns ; and duties of 
no inconsiderable importance are attached to their ofiice;« 
They areto warn all society meetings, giving at least 
days previous notice ; to receive for the benefit ol 
Schools in their respective societies, and may draw their 
orders on the state treasurer and controller therefor^ 
ttie public school monies : They are to take care of and 
improve the samei as well as any bonds w^ich may have 
been divided an* I set out to the society out of the monies 
raised by the sa)e of certain western townshipsi and to 
rt*ndei their acconni : Thty are to take into their care 
and custody all the estates, Sec. belonging to the schools 
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iH^lteirMaetjr} and to me, improve aiict ^iiipose of the in* 
teresty increase* profit» or renti fcc. to be bi like manner 
ai^^Q^nf&le : They Are to Idan monies formerly given or 
gmifed for the use of schools ; to lease all such lands or 
yeal estates, and to commence and prosecute any proper 
suitor suits for the recovery of such lands, monies^or 
6ther estates ; and to take leases, bonds, or other securi* 
ties to themselves and their successors in office, for tb^ 
use aforesaid ; and any suit or suits, by them insCi* 
tuted, to prosecute to final judgment and execution. 
They are from time to time to pay over all public monies 
ibr-the support of schools in their society, received by 
Minnf, to the treasurer' of the society : They shall from 
tiil6xk6i»tiii6€^T^ and liquidate the accou^ 

of the districts and pat#%lNfttric«s, afiS 6v9cw i»khm 
the society treasurer for their respective proportions of 
the monies according to their respective lists. 

They must accompany their orders on the state treat- 
urer and controller for their respective proportions of the 
ptt^Ki^^chdoI monies, witfr^t^mttt^r^ agrecflibly to the 
4bt*rti ffrcscVibed by the statute ; to do this with certainty 
and correctness as to the facts alledged and certified, they 
ought to be furnished with the necessary info^'ination bjr 
means of the annual returns of the school visitors, into the 
4>ffice of the clerk of the society, and the accounts of the 
several district committer by them liquidated as afore- 
said^ Ififrwy yeaHhfe aggregate expence ofthe schools 
in their society shall not equal the funds for that year, 
fbey shall in their fiext certificate, on penalty of sixty doi* 
Afr« Ibr each i^erson sighiAg the sa the, state bow mucH 
iboseliteid^^ the expences,'thal the excess may be 
"tfedtic^leilNfei^the next dividend. They are aiso liable to 
a like penalty, for a false ceriificate, which ^houkl induce 
persons executing this office, to exercise particular Cii^r^ 
and caution in their enquiries and calculations ; and it 
will be found useful, in this respect, Ipr tbtm to keep 
l*g^Wr^lft^o«*ir^tr society, and with the sever* 
if ^^dirilfiCts ; crcdhing the fornoer with the amount of 
funds, and debiting the disbursements to the several dis- 
tricts ; and crediting the latter, from the returns of the 
district committees, with the esygen^s of their respective 
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schools, and debiting them with their respective appor- 
tionments of the school monies ; Also with the society 
treasurer, who shall stand charged with the amount of 
funds paid over to hin^, and credited by the orders drawn 
on hini by the society committee. 

In apportioning the school monies to the several dis- 
tricts, and drawing orders on the society treasurer for the 
same, which is to be done twice in each year, viz. 
March and October^ provided the funds be received, it is 
usual for the society committee to make out the appor- 
tionment to the several districts, in one general list, wixh 
a general order to the treasurer to pay over the same as 
therein appointed, to their committees respectively ; and 
lodge the same in the treasurer's hands ; who takes re- 
ceipts from the committees, endorsed upon the general 
apportionment and order, as the same are paid. 

The apportionment is calculated upon the general list 
of the society ; which list is to include the polls of per- 
^ops entitled to exemption from poll-tax, on account of 
Xliihtary service, and employment in the fisheries. The 
total amount of the list being ascertained, as well as the 
amount of monies to be apportioned ; it is in the next 
place necessary to ascertain the amount of list pertaining 
to each district, by selecting and adding together from .the 
general list the several individual lists of the inhabitants 
residing within the limits of each district respectively..; 
>vhich amount must include the number of polls entitled 
to exemption as aforesaid, pertaining to the districts res- 
pectively. This being done the remainder of the opera- 
tion is performed by the rule of proportion, thus : As the 
total amount of the list 'of the society is to the amount of 
monies to be apportioned, so is the amount of the list of 
the district to the sum to which the district is entitled — 
^Suppose, for example, the sum of 450 dollars to be appor- 
tioned ia a society consisting of ten districts, and the total 
amount of its list, including 50 adult military and other 
exempts, to be 50,000 dollars, and those exempts distrib- 
uted as in the following schedule j the apportionment will 
be as follows : , ^ , ' n.. , , . 
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List, 
SJ5000 
4006 

> 4500 
'4700 
5300 

4700 
4000 
■ 5 400 
4500 
4900 
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6* 
4 ' 
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3 
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§5300 
4240 
4860 

ao60 

5540 
5000 

4240 
5760 
4680 
5330 



S50 
40 
46 
48 
53 

4r 

40 
54 
44 
• 50 



35 
28 

ir 

07 
63 
00 

28 
72 
46 
54 



' ' $47,000 50 S50,000 §475 OO * * 

In societies where schools of a higher order are institu- 
ted| in* pursuance of the provisions of the tenth and eler- 
entb sectionB of the stattite first recited, the money appli- 
cable to the support of sifch Schools is tfrawn from the ap- 
portionment of the several districts in such proportion that 
the part paid over to the committee of that school shall be 
to the remaining part, as the number of children belong- 
ing tb any district, acttially attending said school for the 
year, computing from foar to fourteen years of age, is to 
4h€ number 6f children of such district, of the same agCt 
who do not altcnd said school. Or, in other words, that 
the sam to be paid over, shall bear the same proportion to 
tKe total sum of the/iistrict^s njoneyjAvhich the numbiir cf 
-"ehildren, front four to fourteen ycfars df age which attend 
\ die school, bears Co the whole number of children of that 
. age belonging to the district. ' 

Thus, suppose a school of a hip;her order instituted in 
the society which is the subject of the calculations in the 
foregoing schedule, at which twenty-five children attend 
tov the year fi^oiri five of the ten distric^ therein mention* 
.«d(iii the proportion stated in the fovBling ^chednle, tho 
■ totitributions from those disUicts vi ilfbe as follows : 
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Children Mt Diatrict 

iDiatricts, aitendiilg. .attending. Stock. 

i\o.i s * 40 ,»50 3^ ""'jsT-Mi? 

■ . 3. 6 - 30 '40 28 ' 6 T\J^' 

.4. . 4 ■ 36",ti 48 07 , 4 SO 7 

. , • * '29 47 50 _ ; 4 45 



25 168 21236 48 . ^8 61 7 / 



It may not be atniss to remark that, through inadvert* 
auce to the phraseology of the original form of the certif- 
icate >¥hich is to accompany the.grder&of the spciety co||it 
mittee for school moniesiin the substitmionof ^ cUffc^ieilt 
Ibrm) the present operation of th^ is to reqiure a fxof 
gular auccessidn of certificates to verify the same facts. 
That a society committee appointed in Sefitember^ October 
or A^oveinber in any given year, should be required to cer- 
tify in the following March^ that the school in sakl ^ie^* 
iy had been kept in all respects accordlihg ta law^ ^ 
monies faithfully appUedj &c/ for the .x^ar ending; on 
the 30th day of Sefitember then last^ which in most cases 
"vvill have been prior to ihcir appointment, and the facts» 
of course not wilhin their official cognizance, would seem 
questionable. But that thi^ should be made necessary .af- 
ter the same facts had been previously verified by jth^*^F« 
tificate of a cpmmhtee under whose immediate directiofft 
such schools had been actually kept, and who nnust there- 
fore necessarily be best acquainted with those factS|ia sarg- 
lyy little short of absurdity. ; ^ 

It is to be observed that the portion of school nionies 
for which orders are to be drawn on the Treamreri bein^ 
the Mo dollars on the thouaandin the lists, accrues but once 
in each year ; being an allowance " out of the rate of each 
town, as the samS^^ brought into the stale treasury.*'—. 
The other portion being the interest arising on school 
iunds, for which orders are to be drawn on the Controller^ 
is payable twice in each year, in March and October^^ 
IVhen both are drawn for at the same time, a cj?rdficafe 
addressed to each of those officers must accompany 
respective ordors. 
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The'(3r6vision*s of law in i*elatfon to school society meet- 
ings are contained in the statute under the title Appro- 
priations, recited under the head of Religious Socie- 
Tiiis ; and in the statute therein referred to, enUtled " An 
act for forming, ordering, and regulating societies." Five 
days notice at least is necessary ; and a major vote of the 
inhabitants present, is competent to any object within the 
power of the society, except the institution of a school of 
a hip;her order, and an application to the General Assem- 
bly for liberty to improve the society's proportion of public 
school monies for the support of the christian ministry, or 
the public worship of God ; in which the affirmative vote 
of two-thirds is necessary ; and the latter must be voted 
at a meeting, warned for thaf purpose only. 

i'Uii h) I'i^otification of a School Society Meeting, 
, - -* » 

The inhabitants of the school society in the town 
i)fjf. qualified to vote in society meetings, are hereby no- 
tified and warned to assemble at in said society, on 
tfte"'' day of at o'clock in the noon, theti 
^nd there to act arid vote in and upon the following partic- 
\ilars, viz. 

•' To choose a moderator of the meelinp^. 
' choose a clerk of the said society for the year ensu- 



To choose a committee to order the prudential affairs of 
Ihc said society for the year ensuing. 

To choose a society treasurer for the year ensuing. 
^ To appoint committees in the several school districts 
m said society for the year ensuing. 
^ To appoint overseers, or visitors, of the schools is said 
"iiociety for the year ensuing * 

r, ITo pass any order relative to the division of the said 
Society into proper and necessary districts for keeping dis* 
irict schools.] 

Or say generally~7b choose ail such society and district 
'officers for the ensuing year^ as school societies are im/iorjcr- 
ed annually to choose, ^>,v 
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[To pass BXky order relative to any alteiriitic^ 
lation of the school iUstriGU in said sociiHf:f nftidtniiii]^ 
thot%fat proper.] . : 

. [To pass anf orflef relative to the forrajition of a dis- 
trict by connecung a part of a district in the said societ}^^ 
^vith another part of a-district ia (he school sqsi^ 
in the town of B.} 

[To i^o i^on . at eommitteey in cra}itMii9fi 1|flii 4Mft 
school society in the town of S. to &l the place on 
lirhich the school house shail be erected for the (U^^ilft 
'formed out of the two school societies.] » 'n{ - 

[To pass any order relative to the dtssoltitiiOB? of a ib^ 
^i:ict formed in conjunction wiHb the * ' nnbiiplnrtijiH|r 
in the tovn of • « . ; ;;,f£-^,^^ 

to our hands at ^. this day of :^ W 



g.hJ 

. When a^otSeatioA consists of a variety ipf articles to 

i>e acted upon, it will b<> .xpedlent to mtvnbiir them for 
the greater convenience of reference in transacting the 
business of the meeting, and in the records. J The folfi^gO' 
ing&roi contains most of the articles which wiUx^rdiiia- 
jily oGcnr ia notificafions for ^socidlyilieetio^ i tfuHigli 
it is to be observed that all tlie artides in that feri9.4re 
npt ejected ^ver to occur in any 4>ne notification^ 



for a meeting to authorize an afiiilicationto the tfieneral 
jtasemblyfor liberty imfirovt '9chQol pmHt^fifrlmi^fifi/^t 
qfminUtry^ Isfc* ^ > * c i ic^ -C.^ 

The inhabitants of the " School Society ih tWlO#a 
of A. qualified to voteinsociety meetings, are hereby ^noti- 
fied aoill warnedf to ^^ssemble at in saidso^^ty^ on 

-tbi^ ^dayoT at o'doql^ init^a nooBt 
thm i^od thape' to t>a>s a foCei if they se^ caia^, appff 
to the General Assembly of this State, ireqt^estif^ litiettf 
to* improve the said society's proportion nn^ part of 

. said aociety*B firofiortion\ of the interest aitsing on the pub- 
lic school fandSf for the support of thexhriatian fi^istryt 
«r the paUip worship of God ; ia ]pttrs|Mi!ie6^^ fri^mfibn 
cf ^ atif^atc entitled) An ast s^r^pij^tigay 
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^li^ifdi^att 4rhe oa'tho flfsile of the westenk laocH belong^^ 
likg^io this siate.^' 

Given Qa(ter pur^lisUKl^ at wf. this daf of 1^ 

Er F > sopet^ 

' [J 

^arm i?/* Cmmifi^e^^ Order for Mool Monica 01% the StaU 
iSir. 5) M » , / 

ihird section of the act enitkd "An act for s\ppointit\g:| 
regulating, and encouraging Schools" which allows Wo 
MoMrs upoa eirery thousand dollars in the UiM; oS each 
sqhopi $00,16)79 out of the .rate of each tcvwni as the same 
^hali be brought ic«to Ihe state treasurf 1 for the jl^efit ql* 
aidhools. ' i . » r 
Dated at C. the day of i8 • 

' ' ? 51 School iociety 
% -H 1^ o.> Committee. 

.<lgoi*4<>£ Ea)..State Treastt9er«. 

.1; \^ : ^^notkcTyon the. Controllers • • 

Pleate tA draw4>nlbe&tate jToiMiJiirer iafavoor of^4v^ 
fiir such sum of money as the achool society in the. 

^i^omtSkt- 'G. imay be emitled toieoi^ tto^ttiteteat ^ 
fiehool funds in the State Treasury on the, first day of 
March [or October^ instant, 8cc. pursuant to the fourth sec- 

-^tion of the act entitled "An act % apjpotnti(i^i r^ul^ngt 

- iimfl encouraging Scbojolai^' / / 

in^o j , « S(^|pd atf C«* thia da|r of iff ^. * . 

- ' 1? ( School society 

•^•^ " ' , . xl. 1. J , ' 

'\ XoE.^. j^s<|.Contro^er of .public {kCGOiinta^ , i 

,^ ^irrEirii 4rf foi9$seD|iig^^ 4)apsr^ ai^ponapani^d hy 
•I #ie'«orrifteate.prcsc«bed.by ,the s^atute^ aod inaerte^at 
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SCHOOL DISnaCT COMMItTEE^ ' 

School districts are, in contemplation of law, for cerfllifi 
l^urposeSf as distinct and complete coromumties as tovnis-V ' 

are to be oi^^iiized and managed as such. €da|tiift- 
tees of districts lare to •consist of one proper pev^n^ !ft 
each, who is to the district what selectmen are to towijs, 
the organ for the management of its prudentials. * ' 

* The duties of this officer do not) in point of iinportancc j 
bear a proportion to the duties of town-officers, s\mi\ar 
that beiOfv^eti the ti^o^ sj^c^es lof cofemMUleit t^Bistiitt 
i66mmittees-are, with the approbatfon o^^e vfsftors;H\i i 
provide instructors for the schools ; an office requiring, fo^ 
the due execution of it, information, discernment, (connect 
i>rinciples, sound jucfgrnent, faithfulness and assiduit)rih 
aelecttng suitable charactersi and effecting the ilec^sai^ 
'Contractd, €c€. - • ^F- 
^ It pertains to the duties of this officer to snpeiSntl^id ' 
the school, as to its prudentials ; to take care that it be 
duly visited by the school visitors ; that such children only 
as belong to the district be admitted into it ; and that the 
4 ^stnictor duly Observe his hours; Also that the school 
house bekept in repair, and furnished with suclihlitee$iarjr 
utensils as pertain to a school-house; to procure, orcause 
to be procured necessary fire wood^ Sec. of all which he is 
to keep regular accounts, in order to the further duty of 
ascertaining and reporting to the district the aggregate of 
titofch expence at fii^ clo^ of each season for scfadolitig) 
that provision tfiay bemsde by the inhabitahits1hereQ£ 
by tax, or brherwise, for discharging the s^me. ^ 
The monies to be drawn from the State Treasury for 
schooling, are applicable only to " the expence of paying 
and boarding instructors/' The dividends apportioned to 
each society for any giveft is to be* thus applied and 
expended in the year, to entitle the society to its propel^ 
tion of the public monies for the succeeding year— For 
the necessary information to enable the society commit- 
teci whose province it is to draw the money from the 
public treasury^ to certify tjiis factt that committee' mu^t 
•depend upon the accounts and retCims of the di^tric| ; 
coihmktees. Each ai§trict committee 'btighl^thift^ifl^^ I 
in MoTQh and Omb^r^ in each yeari^io make his t:eturn to 
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the school society committee, or to the clerk of the socie- 
ty, to be put on tile in his office for the benefit of the com- 
xnittee, and others of the society, stating the aggregate 
amount of expence of paying and boarding the instructor 
in such district during the period between the first of 
October and the first of March^ and between the first of 
Jilarch and the first of October^ respectively. 

The expences of the school, other than those of the wa- 
ges and boarding of the instructor, are to be defrayed by 
the district in such way and manner as they may agree.— • 
It is to be observed that this may be done in any manneri 
apportioned by any ratio, and collected in any way in which 
the district shall be unanimously agreed, but that no indi- 
vidual of the district can be obliged to pay but by a rate 
computed by the rule prescribed by the second section of 
the staiute entitled " An act providing for the collection 
and payment of Rates and Taxes which is, "according, 
and in proportion, to the general list of polls and estate 
from lime to time given and made, according to law ; 
except when another rule is by law provided.'* 
^ ' Theinhabitants of every schooldistrict, qualified to vote 
in school society meetings, may ",t^^ themaclveH** for the • 
purpose of boarding and repairing, or otherwise procuring • 
a school-house, for said district ; furnishing necessary ap- ' 
pendages and accommodations,purcJiasinc; suitable ground, 
and supplying wood* Non-residents of a school districtj 
having rateable estate, within it, are Tutble to pay taxes o:^ • 
such estate, in common with the inhabitants of the dis- 
trict, for all the purposes, for which such districts are 
empowered to Fay taxes. J^lleriy v. Gleasou^ 4. Day. 376. ' 
The inhabitants of a district are also impowered to choose 
a clerk, who is to be sworn to make true entries, and give 
copies of the votes of the district ; to appoint a collector, 
and a treasurer ; which last shall be sworn to a faithful 
ilischarge of his trust, and shall receive all monies belong- 
ing to the district, and pay out the same to the order of 
the district, or its committee, and render his account an- 
nually, 

' No express provision is made in the statute for gran^ 
ting a rate for *^ supporting of schools," other than by 
the society itself. In what way districts may proceed so 
to raise upon the inhabitants thereof any sum necessary 
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le supply tlie dcfidency of tbe {mUtc fipnies in paying 

and boardinginstructorsy as to compel individuals to con* 
tribute their rateable proportion} may perliajDs vffmdll 
a question* ^ ' f^^;' 

The coinniittee shall cause all the inha^»tai|itf. 
ilistrict, qualified to rote as. aforesaid, td.& .varne^ to 
meet at sotne eonvenient place within th£* district:, at 
least three days exclusively before such metting arid 
the district may, by a major vote of those present, tax 
themselves for any of the purposes for which they ace 
authorised by. law i Ahd may by such vote m^ike rulj^ 
felathre to their schoiri house, and to damages dbnfeiflSe 
same, and to the furnhure and appendages ; and*4lative 
to wood to be supplied ; and to compel obediencc^by de» 
laying the privilege of the school to the Ghiidj^o <>t>Wfth»W 
Infuse a compliance vvith such rules. \ -lau vvl 

. It would' seem to btt the imidied dmy of thf. yiyfrito 
tee tQ call such meeti2>g as soon as may be after bis ap« 
pointment by the society, that the district may be daly 
organized. In districts where school-honses are to be 
built, or purchased, land bou^^ht, or considerabie taxes 
imposed for any purpose, too much care and circunn^pec^ 
lion CM scarcely be exercised in the orginiasattnft'^aBid 
prociedbiga, by the due sppoiiftment <tf the proper offi* 
cers^ causing them to be sworn, and proper records, or 
minutes, made, that advantages be not laKep. by iiidivid* 
uals disposed to be captious. ' ' ^ 

r 

i'orjK of NotiJ^catim (if a District Meeting. , .^c 

* The inhabitants of the ' district in the school 
society in the town o^A. qualified to vole in school society 
meetings, afe h(;reby w'ipirned to meet at the school-house 
in said district, oh the day of instant, at - 
o*ch)ck in the ndMv then and there t|9^Sosa i 
elerk of the said district fbr the year ensuirigwtb gram 
a tax for building — or fiurchasing' or re{imring (the} ^ 
school-house in s:\id district, and for purchasing ground 
irhereon to erect the same, or, for furnishing necessaxj 
appetiddigea'jiadaccommbd^tiohs for the school-house ^ 
said distHtt,'. appoint a colfector of said tax, appoint"! 
treasurer of ssdd district for the year ensuing, agree up^ 
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the place oh which the sdiool-house shall be erected^ 
inake and agree upon rules relative to the fichool house; 
and to damages done the same, and to the furniture and 
Appendages thereof, agree upon the method of supplying 
vftib^' fot the school ho£i8^> provide for the expence of 
visiting the shool by the school victors, &c. andto do an/ 
other business necessary and propter lobe doae. . ^ 

4 Dated at J. this day of 1ft * 

[TArctf days 7iotice at lea^t-l . 
r r. r . • • - f' V ■• "V . . > . V- 

j**orm qf aRetjim to the Committee ^ or Clerk of the Society . , 

The fwowing is » true account of the expences incuv»^ 
redH»>tii« ' ' disuiet in the school society in th^ 

town ot A, between the first day of October last, and the 
first day of March instant [or the reverse^ in paying and 
boarding the instructor of the school in said district) viz.)' 

■ r '' s ' " ' ■'5- 

To Z). E. for six months instruction, at g 1 2 g72 oo 
«JipardiogJiiim 26.w.eeksat 21.50 /v. . 39 oo 

* .■ ' 

• . •. . s ..... ■-■ '4 •• . ... '.T . ♦ •• 



09; 

;^,^.MQ,rch^ [or Ocfo^o] IB . ' • v-i 

- ^ ' ♦ . * A. B. District Cominittee^ h 



SCHOOL SOCIETY CLERK.. 



The Clerk of a school society is to take tlie oatK 

by law pfirovided for society clerks ; and, being so qual- 
iiied, shall have the same powers and authorities as to the 
business of the said society, as the town-clerks have in the 
Ij^apective towns ; anA his doings shall be as effectual in 
law V And he is to continue in office until another is cbos^ 
fn stod sworn in his rpom. Stc^tufea B. rfi, 6%9. 

Xs the powers and authorities of a society cltik, are 
the same as those of a town clerk, mutatis mutandis^ so also 
will be his dutie$^,8o far as the business, concerns^ and 
transactions of the.^soctety are similar to th^ae pf ,a town ; 
1^ wiU be unnecessary therefore to be particular in defining 
tiiose duties in detail, as reference may be had to the deit 
ijitipn of iliose of town Qic^rk iaps^rt seeon4f 
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A book for records must be kept by the clerk of every^ 
school society! in which should be carefuUjr. ^nteijod itt 
the votes and proceedings of the society as ibey >occilf*/ in 
a plain, correct and intetligible'inamiery particiil^ril^ de» 
scribin(r the time and place of the meetings at vrbich they 
were respectively passed and done. They are also to re- 
cord the reports of committees appointed to fix the places 
whereon school bouses are to be erected wJii^ iiwde,^|^ 
them. ^ * . . 

It is believed that great convenience win hj^ twi^A ipi 
making the office of the clerk the deposite of the returns 
of the several officers which are to furnish the society 
committee with the information necessajrjf tj> tl^ P^ppe;r 
discharge of their duties. Nor need this course interfere 
^hh the provisions of the statutOi which seems to contem- 
plate the returns of the district committees)to 8e made to 
the society committee, as they may be made to them 
through ihis office, and lodged here for their inspection 
tod use. These returns^ wUh those Qf.tbe sqij^o^U^iMl;- 
iors, which last are to be made but once in 'each y^iu^ 
should be;, placed and kept in regular fitesy to be ^a$i^,jre- 
sorted to* as occasion majL requite.' In cas4S there be no 
committee for ordering the affairs of the society, it is ^^adc 

the duty of the clerk to^ notify society .meeting^t.,. ... y 

.* * . • ■ - 

Stxdety-Clerk'a Oath. ' ; ' • • ' 

* Ydo'^. S. being chosen and appoirttcd clerk of this, so-- 
ciety, do swear that you will faithfully attend and execute 
the placd'and office of a society-clerk for the said society, 
according to your best skill : And m^ke true eptry of all 
such votes as shall be made by said society according to 
law ; and deliver true copies when they shall be required 
of youj taldng only your just fees. So Mp you^Ood* , 

» 

SCHOOL-DISTRICT CLERK. 

The inliabitants of any school district, qualified to vote 

in society meetings, are empowered to choose a clei-]^ 
who shall be sworn to make true cjutiie^^ and give copies 
of the yotes of the district. 



Digitized by Googl 



9dM^ ixi.l School Sqgs£tx Ta£ASuR£R. 

HoweveTinconsidci^blcaiidunifcnportamiiiiyappeaTth^^ 
office of clerk to a community, so comparaiively small as 
itiatofa school-district, much may depend upon t lie proper 
and cotrcct perform anc^ of its duties. — It is adviseablethat 
h^^UU^tMfi book for the records of the districti that its 
iiaS^^^Wf^W more -isectirely preserved than couid be 
ddnel>y minutes upon loose and scattering scraps of papei*. 

•In this book should be carefully entered, from time to 
timci the Votes and doings of the district at their several 
meetings, particularly specifying the time and place as ia 
A^^S&r^^f sode^^ clerks just described $ of wliich it is 
Kft duty to giVe 'topiS^ whene^r the sftme are requinM 
by proper authority V and for this last service he istiA^ 
doubtedly entitled to a reasonable reward. ' 

;...^.t>SCHOOL SOCIETY TREASURER. < 

^ This officer is to be chosen by the qualified inhabiMUltfi 
t)f the society legally assembled, at their annual meeting ; 
and he is to foe under the same regulationsi and have the 
^xAh pd^er' and au^^ in the society, as town treas« 
^^ri^/mVe the^^ respective towns ; and he is to take 
liie^1te%e dta%' which is administered to town-treasurers* 
He is to have the charge and custody, not only of all 
monies belonging to the society, but of all bonds, deeds^ 
leases securities, Sec. which shall be lodged with him by 
the committee of the society keeping regular accounts 
thei^fof; . and holding the same under the dif ectioni end 
stibjeier to the disposal the said comiliitteey the order of 
whom is, in all cases relating to the duties of his oiHcei n 
Sirfficient warrant and voucher. 

. " The monies drawn from the public treasury for the 
support of schools, are distributed to the several districts 
dmugh the office of the society treasurer^ by the order 
and Atection of the societf cc^mmittee. The treasurer* 
should therefore open and keep an account current with 
the society, and with the several school districts in the so- 
ciety. The account of the former is to be credited by the 
amount of monies coming into his hands from the state* 
treasurjr, interest received on bonds and other securities^ 
as well as from any other source, to the use of the socie- 
ty ; and debited with the amounts paid oyer to the com* 

y 
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^ittees of the districts by order of the jsociety committee 
;«s by them apporiioned ; and the several accounts -witli 
'the latter are credited by the amounts of thctr'ji^iMKtlh 
accounts of paying and boardtnginatnictors, as .retamed 
;bf 4k9 distrlct-comtiiinees, and debited with their respec- 
-live apporiionmehtB, as the same are paid over on the soci- 
ety committee's order. , 

When the offices of clerk and treasurer. are liot .uhfted 
;iA the same person, which, as thereis imiiitetiaiipiitimief 
in themi it will he generally found conveaSbot-sotir^iihe, 
it tnaf be intfdefhe duty of the clerk by vote of the society 
to fu^sh to the treasurer an abstract of those returns, 
compBlng merely a list of the several amouht^i with the 
districts to which they respectively belong. - ' - " 

In paying over *the apportionment of ma&tB^ tb ilst 
svcraldistt'ict committer, or treasurers,.i^cejpt?^ photiH be 
taken from «aeh ly the society treastirer. When a 
,gcneral order from the society committee accompanies 
the apportionment, a general receipt may be so framed up* 
,on thje back of such apportionment and order^ as tbal whea 
.the several payniienta are imde it shall be only necessary 
.to enter therein the naim^^ nmnber oUhe dtatticti tii/e 
sum paid over, and the signature of the district .committ^^ 
cr treasui^er, receiving the same. * 

SCHOOL DISTRICT TREASURER. 'C vV. 

School Bistricts are empowered also at a legal flieeting 
of their qualified voters, to choose a Treasurer fortbcdisi- 
^trlct, who shall also be; sworn to a faithful discharge of 
his trust: and shall receife aU monies ^belonging, to the 

^sti|t<^t, sball pay out the same to the order of the district 
pr it^ committeei and tender hiftacscount annu^jr.' * 

Treasurers of districts, it is believed^ have not ordinari* 
Jy been chosen, but in those districts where monies haVe, 
.for any of the purposes for which it may by law be doie, 
tjb^en granted and collected by rate upon the inhabitants bf 
.the district i But where such an officer is chosen by the 
district and sworn, he is doubtless the proper person to 
receive the monies pertaining to the district from the isb- 

cietjr treaaury l and his reci^Pt therefor must in all cases 
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tK:a 9ttffi4<9t Voucher to the socie^ tt^aaurer^ in ac^ 
c^l^Dg w^hth«di«trict.v V 'ij'' ^ v t^i. . 

.rj-f^^pHOOL DISTRICT COLLECTOB^j^J:?^;^;! 

T ^^Uector8,of taxes iAsohooI districts are to be'ikpp<^ted^ 
88/othcr Bclioot aUtriet officers^ and haVe v the same poM^^ 

er to levy aud collect a tax laid on the polls and rait able* 
estate of the inhab'ftants of the district, by warrant frora 
aa assUtant^ or justice ol the peace, (which warrant they 
ar^ ai»tbori«ed to give) as other collectors of taxes by 1|lw 
have. Statutes B. i.fi. ' . •^ \ V. ^ ' 

If any officer^ duly appointed at mf time - by a schbbf 
society shall refuac to execute the trubt committed to 
biniy he- shall suffer the penalty town officers are 

liable to for refusing to serve in the oSicjcs to which i\k%f 
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Instructors of district schools do, not, indeed, belong 
to the list of society or district officers, as being subject lo" 
tl^ir appointment as 8Ucb,but are recognizied by ourstatutV 
laws as *ubje€^ td iefttiin duties, and entitled to cerUin 
pnVjteges^in relatioi) iu those comn^uniiies, and constitute 
is^orauuncnt subject of attention in a work of this nature.,. 

It is providtid"' by^statute " That no person shall keep 
a district school untif s^ClTpevsoiUjfteMiftin and ap- 
proved >by the visitors of the school sow^Tn^liIc^frs^^ 
school district belongs, and receive a certificaie ofsuc li 
examination and approbation, subscribed by such visitors/ 
or a majority of them, or by a committee consisting ol\ 
ncft less than three persons of their own mimber, to be 
appointed by such visitors, or a majority of them, ia a^y 
of their meetings.^' Stattites A /. /r. 588. 

If on examination of any instructors by the school vis- 
itois, they are found deficient in any requisite qualiika- 
iron ; or if they will not conform to the regulations by 
them adopted and infgrced, such visitors are empowered, 
and it, is made their duty,- to displace thein. 
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stt•uJto^.* Hts V^am^le, and any remarks made by liim,' 
Ml are weighty with the listening pupils, who are accustom- 
Ji,ii ed to reverence their instructor. Surely then he ought 
jciai to be a person of correct religious sentiments and habits, 
xi as well as of good information. And those communities 
ijiil fvhich have enacted strict laws relative to this object, havq 
I ij set an example worthy to be imitated by every part of th^ 
,>fc world/ Wxjuld you have a nurse," he adds, " who would 
poison your child ? Or is the poisoning of their souls of 
^/ less importance than that of their bodies ? The want of 
properly guarding this principle, and the exclusion of 
/j.M bibles, prayers, and religious instruction from our 
j/jj schools, have opened a wide door to infidelity and irreli; 
5^ gion, the consequences of which are alarming. And a 
speedy and thorough reform in this particular is of great 
importance against the present threatening evils/* 
frt If it be true that there is an intimate connection bc- 
;tijt tween the interests of religion, and those of useful learn- 
ing generally, it is certainly a subject of much regret that 
0i the disuse of prayers and religious instructions in our 
'rh schools has become so prevalent : And those instructors 
iTC nho may signalize themselves by their exertions and ex- 
ffl- ample, toward a restoration of ancient usages in that 
Ire particular, will render an essential benefit to the com- 
ji xnunity, and merit every encouragement from the pat- 
35 rons of truth, virtue and piety. Indeed one can scarcely 
!• forbear, on reflecting upon this subject, to hazard a hope, 
that the period is not far distant when a system may be 
g. devised in which a portion of bur now respectable, and 
sfi hopefully increasing school funds may, by legislative pro- 
n vision, be applied to a discriminating encouragement 
I of that class of school instructors who duly appreciate the 
(N true nature and importance of their employment, and 
I faithfully discharge the solemn duties of it in the spirit 6f 
j( the laws which have given birth to so valuable and ex- 
j cellent an institution. » i ^- 'f: 

Person* sustaining the office of school-master, and con- 
stanthj pursuing that employment, are by statute made 
the subjects of certain privileges They are exempted 
from working at highways, when the same are repaired 
by the poll, in the manner provided by the first section of 

Y'2 * 
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the statute " for pi-oviding, altering, regulating, and men- 
cling highways." Statutes B. i. /i. 375. 
• "Constant School-masters" are exenipted from having 
their heads set in the list of polls and rateable eaiates, 
and consequently from any poll-tax. Statutes B. i,p, 466. 

"Constant School-masters" arc likewise exempted 
from doing military duty in the militia of this state. . \^ 

Statutes B, I, fi. SOQ^ ^- 

SCHOOL VISITORS. . '.. " 

It is provided by the ninth section of the "Act for ap- 
pointing, regulating, and encouraging schools." Tkat 
each school society shall appoint a suitable number of 
persons not exceeding nine, of competent skill in letters, 
to be overseers, or visitors of all the schools in such so- 
ciety ; v^hosc duty it shall be in any of their meet- 
ings to examine the instructors, and to displace such as 
may be found deficient in any requisite quallficatiop, or 
"Wbo will not conform to the regulatimis by them adopt- 
cd ; to superintend and direct the instruction of the youih 
in letters, religion, morals, and manners ; to appoint, at 
their discretion, public exercises for the youth, and to 
Tisit the schools twice at least, during each season for 
schooling ; at which visitation two or more of them shall 
be present ; and particularly to direct the daily reading 
of the bible, by such of the youth as are capable of it ; 
and the weekly instruction in some catechism by them 
approved ; and also to recommend that the master con- 
clude the exercises of each day with prayer. * , • . 

' . Statutes B. i./i. 581. 

A subsequent statute provides that no person shall keep 
a district school until he be examined and approved by 
the visitors of the society to which such school district be- 
longs, and receive a certificate of such examinatiop and 
approbation, subscribed by such visitors, or a majority of 
them, or by a committee consisting of not less than three 
of their number, to be appointed by such visitors, or a 
majority of them, in any of their meetings ; which ap* 
pointment such visitors are authorized to make, v 

Statutes B. I. ft, 588. 
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♦^Wlien schools oF a higher order are instUuted in. any 
society, to perfect the youth admitted therein, in readings 
penmanship, English grammar, composition, arithmetict 
geography, 8cc. also in the first principles of .religion and 
morality ; and in general to form them for usefulness in 
society : No pupil shall be admitted but such as has pass- 
ed through the ordinary course of instruction in the com- 
mon schools, and shall have attained to such maturity in 
years and understanding as to be capable of improvement 
in such school in the opinion of the overseers, or visitors^ 
and shall by them, or any three of them be admitted 
therein. And if at any time it shall so happen that more 
pupils are admitted than can be accommodated, or'in- 
structed together, they shall be instructed in such course 
and order as to give all ^n equal chance. 
, Such is the brevity of the statutes in.relation to the du- 
ties of an office which must necessarily embrace a con- 
siderable variety and extent of duties, to give complete ef- 
fect to the system of which it is an important part : And 
it is not without a degree of diffidence that the attempt is 
injide to define and arrange those duties which the legis- 
lature has thought proper to leave to the discretion of the 
officer ; while it is to be presumed that some uniform rule 
of proceeding is, to most who are concerned in the sub- 
ject, a dcsireable object. J 
<- » According to the very succinct provisions ofthestat- 
. utes, unless the instructors of the schools have been duly 
.examined, and received certificates of approbation — unless 
the schools have been twice, at least, visited during the 
.season for schooling, and unless these and other require- 
.mcnts have been so comphed with as to enable the socie- 
..ty committee to certify, under a penalty o{ sixty dollars for 
a false certificate, that the schools have been kept '<in all 
, respects according to law," the society is not to be entitled 
»to its proportion of public money. 

i It becomes expedient, then, that as soon as possible af- 
ter the meeting at which society officers are appointed, 

3 there should be a meeting of the school visitors, to organ- 
ize themselves, and to make arrangementt for giving the 

. necessary and proper sanctions to the commencement of 

. the winter schpols. 
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^ Of this meetitg 'Gi>aitnlttee9 of the sevtead' 
dittricts'ihoiiM'bd sMMoably notified} to affiMl ippot^ 
»ia»| i < i hi'Mt gi»g fciWlillitehiif c^pcoii«e iiiytuetiv»4b«^ 

^ Aiccf the stppointinent of a chairman} or president, and 
clerk of the board of vi^itor^, it will be expedient (o settie .j 
nod defines by votet the rules of proceeding for the year^de- 
gigiMile tte reijiiltite qttftltfiealuins «f tfee tOittinlM^ ml 
the citeohHims to^be bf them uiughc i assign the moie^ 
^siting the ^hoiMsy aad Che manner and form in which 
thejduty enjoined upon the visitors of recommending' fhe 
use- of prayer in the schools shall be discharged : Aiicv 
iK^iehi «hd tbe-appcMlaieni •£ an examining comaidttM 
ibr Hhe rttmep^amveoinoe of oteaaidiHil- apydicatfeoMI 
soeh taatruetort • aa ava -pvtMUmay <alkd'petteps^ 
much as may be in all cases^ should) be examined bjr tlte 
entire board. - - • , r?- - v.i ' * 

Of these several votes and proceedings of the bmrdf 
tnm roinofea are to* be tidien and kept tqr the cterk i «g 
atteated capy of irtiiehf and trif the nuMitev of itt tteinMr 
iftgs of Hie bQavdf-^Qld at the date of |he.year^ ttr 1^%* 
ed in the oflice of-the society clerk. - 'r^t^^ij^i 
- It will be the duty of the examining committect whick 
Gugiitt perhaps, to be- enjoined by vote oC the- board, td 



may be a4tiaeid>l6 to appoint one of-tfaeietittariser jmMMi 
and « report ahotdd be made of the • same^fe the*^eiefeO'0( 

the yicari^ the general board, at a meeting for that pur^ 
pose^ and the aaine enterec] on their mtniites; And 
in case the visitation of the schools be performed by sub* 
dt visfoaa ofthe boardtin the different sections of the soci- 
ittfi- vepCMTtt * froiia them respectively of ihclr daingsy will 
also bi lieoetsafty *at tho^pae of the year^ to be ooteied in 
the general return ; that the informatkm to tbe-soeiecjr 
committee may be complete* The arrahgement respec- 
ting their visitations} and the reports of those subdivisions 
rimildbe^ prescribed and enjoined by vote of the board. ' ^ 
^ & 'eoiltempiating the dotica of school visitors its mgaitfr 
to i^ltgiooi^ ii|tet£tloti and entdaea ior achoelaf and «t 
the same time reicolMiing the irery prtmdeM iMgleet of 
them at the present day, one can scarcely forbear to re- 

markii^at ihe d^^^iu o£ aottcty uponUioae ofiGncrs ase 
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but very incompeteciUy discharged by a mere cokl and 
ibrjEoal attention to the subject. In-a commimity m pro* 
{oBse^y rel^oua as om% there is ccirtainly great propri- 
ety in the introduction of religion into our. sehoola of lemp* 
hrg* This is no less the dictate of reason and common 
sense, than tl)e language and spirit of the statute. Surely 
ihose principles which .ar« to have tiie governmgin^* 
ence in the life of the man$ should be incnlcated npoatlio 
miod.of the cbifd.at that period When it is most stisceptt* 
Ue of lasting impressions. 
■ School visitors are empowered by statute to require 
and compel the reading of the biblcj instruction in some 
catecbismy 8cc. but can only rtcommend*' the use of 
prs^r ux thcflcboots} and there iS) -perhaps^ too mtioh'' 
reason to .fear that} in many soeieties> if even ,this be oat 
^rftogetlier omitted, it is so performed by^ way of format 
suggestion, as to indicate that a compliance with the r^"' 
commen lation is neither expected, or wished.— To those 
jgentletnen acting in this capacity, who have cbiidren 
Whom^'tiiey wisb^ and. ansiooai/ hope to aet«raikt9g in 
the path of dotyy as well reGgioqsf as moral - attd sodafy 
the appeal is made, whether a more earnest and solemn ' 
attention be not due to this subject. If the framers of 
the statute mis-judged in incorporating into it a provision 
. €if this nature, we are surely in a very promii.ing way 
to correct the. error by the lax and inefficient manner in _ 
which we enfiaupco .and* execute it ; wliile ^^ jft%H9&^ 
fashion of the day, of conSdinic •tfidcr«i?%structlon otf onf 
scnooh to p-r3f>«%« wh*ko^ yoiuh and levity of character ate 
a pretty certain barrier against their efficacy, is calculated 
to render ineffectual any possible means of enforcing it. 

A circular address to the instructors by the board of 
visitors^ accompanying the recommendstion virith argli^ 
flseots and incentives) has in^someiiistaiieea been resorted 
to ; with what effect is not^fuBy knovra : Botbe the effect 
what it may, as it is not in the power of the visitors to 
controul the effect, or ensure success to any means they • 
may use, a proper and consciej|itious discharge of their 
duty is not the less tieoesssrjr^and tiwsfers the respon- 
sibBity of the ^vait u poor other beads. 

It was doubtless the intention of the legislature thattho 
visitatioa of the schoolii should be so pecformcdy with a 
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view to a two-fold objectf as while they served, 10 dli'ect 
and reguUte the management of the schools, should »^ 
the same time ettlte a spirit of erafolation io the schol*^ 
ars. The latter cbject^ it is believed, will l)e best attained 
hy having this duty performed by the whole board of 
visitors, where societies are so circumstanced as to renn 
der it convenient. As to the number of visitors in each' 
yeeTt there can be little doubt that the ekpre9^c^,|B 
statute ^ twice at least during each season 'fo^tii^i49TO^^ 
means nothing less than twice in mnter and /mVe in «ufiin. 
mcr ; as the statute throughout seems to contemplate thii 
distinction of school seasons. This suggestion would' 
seem to have been superfluous, but as doubts^have existed 
whether the season for achoo^ti^^ did not: mean 
entire year; making tw^ visitationsioblt)^ tiin^s ^ 
soon as may be after the 30th of SefUembery which 
terminates the school year, a p..eeting of the board 
school visitors x>ugbt.to be heid ibr. the purpose of com- 
pleting their returns, for the year ; and, by filing tbem Jik: 
the iiSee^ the eferfc of the aocietyt fumisb tile sodeqF" 
committee with the evMenoe which is required tfom 
their department, to enable-the committee to make iheir 
certificate,^ A form for this return will be added heretOf 
with n hope that it may be found a convenience to som^i^. 

And here xfaturally JU*ises a query as to tlie exptciMctt 
of the present provisions of the statute^ iir l^daAiQli t^thi^. 
tH^voLhoLdine school society meetings. It^'ill teoftserv^^ 
td that the certificate >>f the school society ccmmittee is^ 
predicated upon " the year emUr.^ «^ trie :i«Jth c!sy of Sep- 
tember and the public school nu>nie8 are payable- at tke^. 
State TreasUiFy lin th^ first day of October s whereas 
ciety meetings for the annual appointment of society ofiU 
cers nrtay be held in October ov Mrvember 's from which 
results these inconveniencies : The yearly retirni of flie^ 
school visitors, furnishing to the society committee Vne 
necessary evidence to enable them to certify, being ma^e 
in seasM for the eommi^tee to draw their orders on thci^ 
controller as soon as^may be after the first of October y thaf^ 
board will of course, consider its'duties discharged, and a 
virtual vacancy occurs in the office until the ensuinf^ so- 
ciety meeting, which may be, and generally is, deferred 
till Affrvcmber. The district eommittee also> having <:k)S-'' 
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cd his account, and made his returns to the society com- 
niittee, or clerk, considers his duties at an end ; and the 
district, not being authorized to appoint a committee, is 
under ihe necessity of anticipating the appointment of its 
committee by the society, by designatinp; at its district 
meeting, some person to serve as a sort of agent (until he 
he regularly appointed hy the society,) in providing an in- 
structor, and managing its prudentials. The consequence 
is, that io most societies tiie district committees are in . 
fact appointed by the districts (which have no legal au- 
thority so to do) sanctioned afterward indeed, by the soci- 
ety at its subsequent meeting ; or that a different person 
is appointed by the society, after some of the most impor- 
tant duties of the office are exercised by the aforesaid a- 
gent, and embarrassment is created upon the district.— 
These inconveniences would be remedied by restricting 
school society meetings to the month of Sejitcmbcr exclu- 
aivcly. 

- ^jFcyrm of a Certificate to a School Instructor^ exainined by 
■v^. the Board, ». .\ s ^ ' 

At a meeting of the board of school visitors of the 
school society in the town of jf. for the year ending on 
the 30th Sept. 1814, holden on the day of B. C. 
presented himself for examination as an instructor in the 
[third'\ school district in said society ; and on being duly 
examined by the board, was found possessed of the requi- 
site qualifications, and approved as such. 

. ' D.E. ^ 

i i - - H I I" School Visitors.^ 

.. c • K. L.-' . . 

Remark. This certificate must be subscribed by a ma- 
jority of the visitors in the society. - 

Certificate on Examination by a Committee, 

We the subscribers, duly appointed an examining, com- 
mittee of the school visitors in the school society in 
the town of ^. for the year endixig, on the 30th Sefltem* 
ber^ 1814. do certify that B. C, was examined by us rela- 



five to his qualifications as an instructor of a school in the 
[third] school district in said socitty, and was found. duljf 
qualified and approved as fittcb. Dat^d at this daf 

S'^'l Examining*^ 
5*?' f Committed . 

£'orm tjf School Visilora* anamlreturn* 

At a meeting of the school visitors of the school 
society in the town of ji. for the year ending on the 30th 
September^ 1814, holden on the ,da]r of Octo^^^ l^iSf 
present A C, />. JS., F. G., efc. . ^ , . ^ , 

B. C was chosen president (oi: chairman) of the ^ard* 

and, S ' . 

i7. was chosen clerk of the samei . . ^ 

Fb/ecif, That this board will consider a competent know* 
jedge of, and skill in, the arts of Reading, Writing, and 
Spelling the English language ; the prmciples and. icvlts 
.of Arithmetic, a«Mi English Gran^mar, &c. &c. &c. togeth- 

with a |^9od moral character ; as reqmsit^ quaUficaUons 
in the instructors of schools in the.aaid sboetjr for .th<;€ar- 

rent year. ' ' ' * ■ . ^ 

Votcdy That it be enjoined on the said instructors not 
only to instruct their schools in these, but also that . they 
pay strict attention to the morals and maQiiers f>f theii^' 
^aotiolars* * . c. 

Voted^ That aaa catechism, to be taught /wwiy bf 
the said instructors in their schools, they be directed to 
make use of,, and teach — The Lords Prayer^The Ten 
Commandments'^ ^c, ^c. [or, as the board agree.'] 

Voiedf That a circular address be presented to the sev- 
eral instmctm of,acktoolain*tWs society, in tfie name of 
the board, upon the subject of the duties, req.uired of 
School Visitors and instructors in regard to religious and 
moral instruction, by the ninth section of the statute 
« for appointing, regulating, and encouraging schools 
. and ^hat B. C. be ;a.CQmmittee of this boai::d to prepftre the 

same* » ^ ^ 

Foted^ That B. C, JD. M.^ Sec. fcc. he an examming 
<:ommittee of the school visitors for the current year ; 
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^if^Wyl* directed at the close of the year to report, 
fhdf'^dln^ga to theijoir*; \ , \. , 

*'^To/f£/, That J5. C and !>• JB. be direoled to wtit the 
schools in the [Jirs^y second and fourth} dlsitieis I that ^. 
G. wdt(^ t do visit the school in the [M/r^/, .4///^ r/ncf, 
«n*ft3, lltericta ; and that K. L. and M JV. do visit the 
schools in X^t l8i:iifthi seventh a»d ^'I'A] districts, during 
the current year, and snake report thereof to tl|»» board. 

' [ThcfplWmginstritetprdof Ahoold, yiz: 0; F.^ R.:S. 
arf^ ft W. being present, Were examined by the b<#rdf 

and bcifig found duly qualified, were^approved, and ccrdfi- 
cates were awarded them respectively. ^ ' 

' Votedi That this meeting bfe adjourned to the ddy 
of October next, at , . o'clock, then to be again iiolden 
at this place. 

vv , V ^ True minutes, 

\: . Attest; D. E. Clerk- 

^ At nn^^ng dfthesohdol vititots^ &c« h^acccrdins 
to adjournment on the dfey of October I614» Present 

' \B. C, Sec. Sec. 
^ -The examining committee of the school visitors for the 
year ending, on the 30th *Se/i/em6tr last, report, that on 
' thiS^ ' ' ' day of last, they examined the following 
• ihftttdttarsj vhs. C. !)•, JS. jF. and G; i/. that on the 
day of the same month they examined i if., i-. M and 
. O. and finding them duly qualified, they awarded them 
^"certificates of approbation accordingly. 

B. C. and £>. M. make report to the board that on the 
day of last, and again on the - ' day of 
last, they visited the winter schools, viow in the 
Jirst districtjtaught by G. H. in the^fnmd district, taught by 
E, and in the/#wrrA district, taught by C. X). And al- 
so, that oa the day of last, they visited the 
summer schools in the said districts, taught by the same 
instructors \ and that they found the said inatnidocs pos-* 
aessed of certificates of examination and approbation, and 
the said schools severally and respectively kept in all re- 
spects according to law. 

G. and H. /. report^ &c. &c«^&c. 
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2?^ ScaooJL Socmifis. {PMist jjj, 

[Or, tfihe MchaOa are vimted by the mhok board, let it 
ieetated in duem-dcr^ in t^e mnutu of the board. cca»r- 

l^iedf That the cleric of this board be directed to lodge 
on file in the office of the clerk of this society, an attested 
copy of all the minutes by him taken and kept ef tke-do^ 
inga of this board| during the year^ast/ 

Trae miiitttefl^ i 

' ^ Attest. D. E. Clerk;** • 
r fcertiff that the feregobg is a tme copy of th^ orf. 

Attcstr D. E, Cterfchn-^x 

t 

■■ . : ' ■ • ■ ^it. 

. » : . w >.TOW 
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The following certificates were not obtained in^ season 
for insertion at the beginning pi the work. 

I have examined the Third Part of the Work endlled 
The Connecticut Town-Officer, by Samuel Whiiingf 
Esquire 5 relating to the powers and duties of ecclesiasti- 
cal «nd school sdcieties. The correct knowledge^yind 
exact execution of those powers and duties are less 
frequent, and mlich more important than is generally con- 
ceived. The foundations of the commonwealth are laid 
in those subordinate communities. In them the people 
and their officers exercise highly important functions oF 
eivil government ; and from them are derived the most 
interesting traits of public and individual characler.MThe 
work in question contains those statutes relating to the 
subject which are immedititely practical, accompanied 
vith such concise forms, directions and remarks, as are 
calculated not only to render the several duties plain, and 
their performance correct, but objects of more particular 
attention ; and will be» I tbinkt conducive to greater fiij[eli« 
ty in discharging the weighty obligations imposed on 
those societies by public and individual patronage. 

ROGER SHERMAN, 

Fairfield Dec. 1813. 

I have perused a work entitled* ^ Tbs Conksctzcut 
Town-Opfickr,** by Samuel WMth^ Eag ; and am of 

opinion, that it will be found to be a convenient and use- 
ful manual to the different officers of our Towns and So- 
cieties. That a work of this kind is much wanted, will 
not be ^estioned by any orie, who considers how little 
experience or skill in the details of publick businessi is 
tqo often possessed by tbosei for whose use it is more 
particularly designed. 

MOSES HATCH. 

' JDanbury^ J/iril 27, 18 
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AoDiTiONS in the listi whatf Cashiers 6t Banks io fui*- 

IB2 nish staterocnis, i 7S 
Appropriation for school Casks, assize of, 8cc. L4 
funds, &c. ^ Cattle, to be marked, 15 

Assessments in the list, L8_l Certificates o£ votes> forms 
to be returned, m of, &c. 3^ 
Assistants, when and how Charcoal, measure regula- 
elected, I6i 20 ted, ^ ^ 

nomination how made, 25 Children, poor, how dispos* 
Asylums for the poor, fii ed of, 64i 

B unruly, fecbourtd out, IDS 

Bail, to be taken by consta- Chimney i/iewers,choice of, 8 
bles, liii Clerks of the ownei*s of 

bond, form of, 145 sheep, B6 
'Ballast, selectmen's duty re- Collectors of ratcs,choi(ie of, ^ 
specting, IQQ neglecting their duty, 7^ 

Ballot-box, at freemcn*3 allowance for state tax, 84t 

meetings, 24 of state taxes, L42 

Bank stock in the list, LTB of town taxes, their pow- 
Banks, to rticdve subscrip- er, 1^ 

tions, Congress, representatives, 

Uarberry bushes, how de- in . 21 
stroyed, im senators in, 21 

Bastardy, selectmen's pow- Communities, empowered to 
er, &c. respecting, iQl sue, 8cc* 63 
Boundaries of towns, ID Clerks of religious societies, 
selectmen's duty, &c. IQ2 forms, 24Q 
Bridges, stat. respecting, 11 Constables, choice of, ^ 
to be railed, 4:2 oath, 61 

Bribery in elections, what, 15 to be furnished with 
extended to elections staves, 

to congress, 21 their powers and du* 
Butter and lard, inspectors * ties, 142 
of> 2L8 incompatibility of of- 

Bye-laws in towns, statute fice, L45 
respecting, 15 ,warning^^ of freemen's 

BirthS; &c. records of, mcetingsj IM 
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Constableii not to draW» or * F • - ^ 

fill up writs, 157 Fees, constable's^ ;Ug 

towns not. responsible Fences, selectmen's > duty 
for, 112 respecting, IQS 

Controller of public ac- assignment of dividend, 
counts/ statute, LfiB — jjQ9 

Corn-meal, kilh-dried, in- Fence viewers, choice of, a 
spectors of, 21B power and duty, 112 

D ' ^ Flax and hemp, law repeal- 
Deaths, constables duties re- ed, • V 177 
specting, lAl Flour, inspectors- of, t 2\7 
to be recorded, 122 Fourfolds, in the list { l&l 
Delinquents. 447 form of notice, LM 
Deserters, constables du- Fisheries, power of towns to 
ty, lAl regulate, y^^: .30 
Disturbances in freemen's personsemployedin^ 

meetings, 24 Foreignersj how gain settle- 

l)ogs, mischievous, i22 ment, - A2 

Duties on writs must be cer- Forcible entry and detain- 
tlfied, er, ' . * • . , ^ 

E ' Freemen's meetings, warned 

Election, statutes regulat- and held, ^ ^6^ 
ing, 16) 30 Laws to be read^ . XT 

general, when and presiding officer, ' 2^ 

where, It disturbance in, - ^ 

undue influence Sec, Freemen how admitted, 31 
in, • 15 qualifications of, - ^ 8 t»i34 

explained, &c. 19} 22 estate must be aecord- 
writs of, in case of va- ed, - - ^' 

cancy, ^ ^ .22 ^ be enrolled, SI 

ballotting in, how 2A selectmen's duty respect- 
selectmen's duty in, {Ql ing, llO 
Encroachments, select- Fugitives, selectmen's pow- 
. men's duty, * IDI er respecting, tlo 
warrant to remove, IQS 
Executions, constable's pow* Gaugers, choice of, • s 
er, &c. , LIS their appointment and 

^service of, by conslt- duty, > 14, 2 is 

^^cs, Gallon measure, di men- 

property exempt from, sions, L4 

L62 Governor, 8cc. When and 
Exemptions front poll-tax how elected, 17, 28 

and list, ""il75 Gr^ndjurors^ choice of, S 
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Grandjurors duty of towns Inspectors of prpvisioiiSi ill 
respecting, 04 offiour, ' > *a^\7 

X town clerk's duty rcspec- o£ po;: and pearl ash- 
ting, 115 es, r ' 2ir 



their power dnd duty, ]S2 of butter and Lard, 21^ 
ii^' forms- of complaints, of kitn-dried mealj 21^ 
&c. IM. of Lumber, r- . 2i5 

H : of Nails, 119 

Hartford and New-London Jurors, statute regulat- 

Banksv&c. 215 ing, 

Hay wards, choice of, S. constable's duty respect - 
'.t: power and duty, . 215 ing, . 1 50 

Hemp and flax, law repeal- . • K 

. cd, ^ 111 Key-keepersi choice of, S 

. Highways, statutes relating power and duty, 22i 
. to, . « 35, 4t2 K.Un*dried corn-meal^ 213 

% raay- be repaired by L 
^ tax, . Lands, sequestered to pub- 

< i . modeoflayingout Sec. ilB lie uses, , 2A1 

\t ; discontinued by select- Lard, inspectors of, 218 
V . , xneHf ^ Laws to be read at freemen's 

^ / non-residents may be , meetings, IT 
taxed, . 42 /town meetings, 95, IM 

must be railed incase, 42 of United States, distri- 
selectmen's power re- biited, LIT 

» -" T ^pecting, , 39, LLl Leather sealers, choice of, 8 
florse-raciog, constable's du* duties, 221 
ty^ LieutenanjL governor, choice 

Houses of public entertain- of, . . X6, 2B 

ment, 92 Listers, choice of, . 8 

1 /: - I with civil authority, &c. 

Idiots, Sec. selectmen's duty to abate, IM 

. respecting, 1 12 their power and duty, ilA 

Inhabitants, statute relating to return certificate of 
to, . 43, 48 oath, ^ 

foreigners, how to be- their compensation,, 

come,. 43 , forms for their use,* iflii 

of other states, 43 tables of calculation, iM 

t)f this st^te, ^ Limitation of actions against 

additional statute respect- constables, L5l 
ing, ^ List of towns, when returna- 

Indians, aeiectmcn's duty ble, 1&2 
respectin^i 1 17 List of school societies, 
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^^iih^r:^ Oaths may be acfmlnfsterei 

with town clerk, 140 by town clerk, 9, 138 
. to use of iown tre^su- Offices, incompaiibilty f, Lb 

t J^^' . ^ Over charges in list, 182 

Lumber, inspectors of, !M3 p 

M.VuJ r • J . Packers, choice of, i 
Marks of impounded crea- ParUes in suits, " 

a * general rule of law, i21 

Marnages, 8cc. records Paupers, state, 47,^ 

M^^lers and servants, "^^^ • 

stable's duty, 1 5 1 town, ^i, 53 

meetings fremen's when and Perambulation, IQ^ 
ho\5r, ^ i^j^. Post.guides, statutes ' re- 

presiding officer who, 23 specting, 6S "^ 

preserving order in, 24 Poor, statute for maintW 
. town, disorders in, 5 3 J 5i ing, ^ 
religious society, 211 Pot and Pearl-ashes; inspec 
lorms of notice, 238, 9 tors oP, ' ^ 2\7 

school society, 23A Pounds, statutes for provid- 
form of notice, 2SZ in^, * * ^ 

Meeting-houses, statute re» . duty of constables re- 
specting, 223 specting, Ll2 
application to Sx, Sia Ppecincts, or peculiars/^ 9 
Mile-stones, selectmen's du- presiding officer at tree- 
^.^y^*. ^ men's meetings, ' • 23 
Mihtia, unable to equip, duty at elections, 25 

54 certificate of votes, " 26 
Ministers, statute rcspec- Provisions, inspectors of,l 2 1 
ii;t^!?^' . 55 Proxies of the freemen, IZ 

Moderator, his power, Sec. 53 improperly given in, . 19 

^. , ^ ^ - provision extended, 23- 

JNaiis, selectmen's power Q 

_ . ' ' I-tS Qualification of voters ' ir\ 

Nommation of assistants, 15 town naeeetings, 9^ 10, 129 
^ re|>re$entatives in con- of freemen, 31, 34 

^ gresS| 21 of representative in con- 

T3ath^ freemen's, 61 of voters in society meet- 

general, for town-offi.' , ing, * ^ 

cers, fi2 H 

society c(erk% ' - 235 Railing on bricjges, 8cc. h 
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Rams going at large,, 
I^at??, statutes for collect- 



ing, • 



7 .Selectmen's power rer 
* specting, IM. 



Records, may be proved by 
.witnesses, 
tpwn clerk'^ duty re- 
■ ^ ; apecting, . .ma 
of births, deaths, 8cc. 122 
Relations liable to. pro- 
yide|. . 112 

Eleiigious societies, their 
powers^ &c. 223 



Representatives to assem- 

:'bi5s' , . ' 

, .towns may choose 
two, 2P 
*J . m Congress, 21 
, nomination, &c, , 21 . 
, . qualification, ' 22 
in case of vacancy, 25 
order of names, 3D 
Returus of votes, in case 
none, &c.^. . 21 

, upon civil process, 
upon executions, ILT 
' ! ^on a citation ijpon peti*. 

tion, ^ 16^ 
, ^ upon criminal process, 

\: . . 1^ 

Rights, act securing equal, 

• ^ 215 
Riots, selectmen's power, 
. &c. respecting, 122 
form of pi oclamation, 1 2 2 
S - 

» 

Sabbath, constable's duty re- 
specting, LiJi 

Schools, by whom may be 
kept, , . 2A9 

to be visited^ 215 



Schools, of a higher order, 

School societies, th€^r pow- 
.ers,. Sec, 2^ 
i having local names, Lai 

may hold meetings, 
School monies, how distrib- 
uted, . . La5 
apportioned to districts^ 

246, 

applied to ministry, 

233,234 
orders for drawing, 259 
' School society meetings, no- 
tification, 217 
. committee, powers, Sec. 

. 2A2 
certificate, 213 
clerk, power^ an(J duties, 

• > 2^ 
■ > oath, 2M 

treasurer, power, 8cc. 265 
School districts, may jtax 
. themselves, 247, 250, 261 
specially incorporated, 
\ 248 
ipay tax non>rgsidents>26 1 
delinquent, 24^ 
tp choose officers, 247 
School district committee, 
po>vers, &c. .... MO 
!• . forms, 2£2 

meetings, 247,250i 262 
ctrk, powers, &c, 26g 
treasurer, . 255 

collector, . 267 
School masters, powers and 
duties, 257 
privileges, ^69 
School visitors to be appoint- 
ed, 215 
to examine, Sec. S46, 212 
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School fUitors, powers and Sickness, expence,' "^^n 
duties, 2m paid by state, ^'""'' 41 

forms for tbenif 275 Sign-posts, stjitute for 'erect- 
Sealers of weights, &c. ing, ^5 
choice, of • B in societies, 9^ Iiq 

powers, See. . * 210 additional statute, -^ST 
of leather, 22i Slaves, emancipation of, 114 

Secretary of the state, how constable's diity respect- 
^ chosei>, iZ ing, Ho 

Selectmen, choice of, • & Societies religious, powers, 
may assess towns, ' he: ^' * - ^225 

74^ 76^ ai identified with towns^ 
to make oath to' ac- * ' 55, ^^5 

counts, &c. as State paupers, '"' 47^ Lm 

power and duly, - S5 Stocks, statute V^)p6fntin|,^ 
eomplaint to cdunty' - - ^^ 

- court, ^- . U4 Suils by cWmunfue^j;' '1^^ 
' * for Idleness, LL5 Surveyors, &c. of tobacdli 
• indenture, - 116 power, 8cc.*-"" ' ' ' il5 
sentence against of highways, blib/treof,' 8 
dogs, "/l^ . power and duty, 7 r2 
Society meetings must be Society treasurer's oath^ 

specially warned, 2^ Swine to be marked, 11 
Senators in congress, 2J " statute for restrainmg,^ 
Settlements how gainedj 4J5 Strays, selcctmeii^s '^^bWer 
not without paying tax- Respecting, ' ' 125 

• es, 4i4t • to be emerea'witti^*^fown 

Service of writs by a consta- ' clerk, ' 140 

ble, » . / 118 • • T • ' 

Sewers, selectmen Vdu/y re- Taverns, regulation S2 
apecting, / 122 selectmen's powers re- 

Sheep, regulations refepect- specting, 121 
ing, M constable's, duty, &c. res- 

how inserted in lists, Bl pecting, 171 

to be marked, L5 Tobacco, surveyors of, 216 

when killed and marks Towns, general power to 
concealed, 114 make orders, &c. Z 

Sheriffs, constables havesim- identified with religious 
ilar power, 114 societies, 55^ 225 

Sickness, in towns, prevcn- may choose two repre- 
tion, &G. £1 sentatives when, 2a 
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Towns, thdr boundaries, ID Vice, selectmen's power, &c. 
not responsible for con- respecting, lliO 
/ stables, 112 Vice, town clerks to read 

^jtown clerks, choice of, ^ , . the law, 141 
pow^^rs and duties,^ constable's duty respect- 

Town clerks, to administer ing, L2J 
^ oaths, . . . . 1^ 1^ Votes, for noniinalion of re- 

to record births, &c. 1^12 presentatives in congress, 
, to register deedsj, ^ 135 , - %\ 

compellable to do so, 1 when unduly given in, %^ 

certificate of enrolment, returns of, in case of va- 
» . cancy, 22 

transmit collector's for governor, &c. 20^ ZQ. 
; names, ;when delivered in, 23 

Town meetings, selectmen's in case of none, Sec, 29,30 
notice, ' * 1^ Voters in town meetings, 

Town officers, to be sum-, qualifications, 9^ 10, 125 

mpned, . .. 123 .. , - W * 

To^yn treasurer, choice of, 8 Weights and measures, scal- 
. power and duty, , - lAl crs of, chosen, ' 8 

rrespassesjj sdectmen's du- power and duty, . 221 
^* ^ to be provided, ' a5 

jTrcasurer of lh?««te how Work-houses, towns eiii- 
\ choseii, . . XL powered to erect, . 

ry thingmen, choice of, 8, B6 selectmen's power, 8cc. 
power and duty, 205 respecting, • ' LSI 

forms of complaints, 211 Wrecks, selectmen's power. 
Vice, laws dgainst, Kow en- &c. m 
forced, 91 Writs of election, in case of 

fltatutie^ respecting, to be vacancy, - - 22 
^ read^ . 



ERRATA. 

The reader it rtquesteJ to correct with his pen the foUowiog eirofi: 

[P denotes l/iiM, t jfi^t b ^fl«Mi.] 

P 1 17 fnmibt for < State/ Siuert*8tatate»* 

F 13 the bead-Use aad correipeDdiog tide iboiiUI lead 'Bral 

P 40 I a from t, * intnirtid/ insert ' interested.* 
, P .54 1 4 from bt ioaert* or justice,* instead of* of joatice** 
P 55 1 6 from t» erase the s in * officers.* ^ 
P 67 1 19 from b, for * and,' insert* any.* 
P 84 1 4 from tt for * Frumm* insert * Trmsiirsr/* 

I 13 from c« for * executionsy*4naert * ei^tors/ 
P 91 1 X5 from b| for.* howaidty' imert^jhaiwardi.' 
P 108 1 19 from t, erase the s from ' commons.' 
P 121 1 ia from b, after * repair,' interta n/ioir. 
P 116 1 6 from t, for * kereon/ insert * herein/ - 
P iw% 1 7 from t, for * treasury,* insert * treasurer** 
P 115 1 6 from t, insert *shaU,' before ' be.' 
P Jtg 1 10 from Ufrr ' everf »' ioMen *Mtiy.* 
F<iS% 1 % from t, erase • hereby.' ^ ' 

P ijai 134, 136, 138, 140, head-line shoul^hc « TowN-Cx.jiaKs.' 
P ^43i r44» head-line should be • Constables.* 
P 165 1 5 from b, for * action,* insert « auction.' , 
P * x66 1 16 from t, erase the s from • appears.' 
P 171 1 17 from t, erase * cyder, ale, beer.' 
P 176 1 13 from t, for « thirticch,' insert* twentieth.' 
P 178 1 10 from b, for «bank, whither,' insert * banlc. whatever.* 
P aoi \i% from t, insert ' public,' before * entertainment.' 
P a07 1 3 from b, for * matter or,* insert, * manner of.* 
P ajl 1 i» iVoin ^Jkw * cases,* insert * causes.' \ " 

for •1931' ins«^t* 493'* 
P a46 1 5 from t, add an e to ' list.* 
P 152 I 9 from b, for « four,' insert » five.* 
P «55 1 a from b, for « foregoing,' insert « following.' ^ 
P 166 I 13 from t,for* comparing* insert * comprising. 

A few other errors, merely literal, wac thought lo bc tO© Wiiai' 
fortant to bc paxticuiaxly noticed. 
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